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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  May  6th,  1853. 

The  counoilmen  elected  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  General  Charter  adopted  by  the  city  council  March  7th 
1855,  appeared,  presented  their  certificates  of  election 
with  the  oath  of  office  endorsed  thereon,  and  took  their 
Seats,  viz: 

From  the  1st  Ward,  Samuel  Delzell,  &  G-eorge  Durham. 

"    "   2nd   "   Horatio  C.  Newcomb,  &  William  H.  Karns. 

"   "   3rd   "   Henry  H.  Nelson  &  Douglass  Maguire. 

"    M   4th   "    David  Strickland  &  G-eorge  W.  Pitts. 

"    "   5th   ■   Daniel  Carlisle  &  Nathan  Edwards. 

"    "   6th   "   Nicholas  McCarty  &  Livingston  Dunlap. 

"    ■   7th   "   Edwin  H.  Wingate  &  William  A.  Bradshaw. 

Caleb  Scudder  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to  the 
office  of  Mayor  with  oath  of  office  subscribed  thereon,  and 
took  his  seat  as  ^resident  of  the  Council. 

Daniel  B.  Culley  presented  his  certificate  of  election 
to  the  office  of  City  Clerk,  with  the  oath  of  office  en- 
dorsed thereon,  and  a  bond  as  required  by  ordinance.   Said 
bond  was  read  and  accepted. 

Benjamin  Pilbean  presented  his  certificate  of  election 
to  the  office  of  Marshal,  with  the  oath  of  office  endorsed 
thereon,  and  a  bond  as  required  by  ordinance.   Said  bond 
was  read  and  accepted. 

Ambrose  F.  Shortridge  presented  his  certificate  of 
election  to  the  office  of  Treasurer,  with  the  oath  of  office 
endorsed  thereon. 

William  Hughey  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  Street  Commissioner,  with  the  oath  of  office 
endorsed  thereon. 

Matthew  Little  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  Assessor,  wit.  the  oath  of  office  endorsed 
thereon,  and  a  bond  as  required  by  ordinance.   Said  bond 
was  read  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  the  rules  governing  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Indiana  as  far  as  practicable,  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  government  of  this  Common  Council. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pitts. 
The  Council  proceeded  to  the  election  of  all  officers  re- 
quired by  the  ordinance  and  charter,  which  resulted  as 
follows:  towit:        j—..i».    .  ,. 

..l^itmMmMast. .._. 


Joseph  Little  was  elected  unanimously  as  Chief  Engineer. 

(Cheif  E.) 
B.  R.  Sulgrove  was  elected  Assistant  Engineer  on  Second 
ballot. 

(Asst.) 
Cornelius  King  was  elected  Assistant  Engineer  on  Fifth 
ballot. 

(Asst.) 
Dr.  John  L.  Mothershead  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Health  on  first  ballot. 

(B.  of  Health) 
Dr.  Henry  Jamison  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Health  on  first  ballot. 

(B.  of  Health) 
Dr.  Chas.  Parry  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Health  on  second  ballot. 

(B.  of  Health) 
Adam  Haugh  was  unanimously  elected  Weigh  Master. 

Henry  Ohr,  was  elected  Market  Master  on  the  first  ballot. 

Philip  Socks  was  elected  Sexton  for  Grave  Yard  unanimously 

Joseph  W.  Davis  was  elected  sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
on  the  first  ballot. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  report  to  the  Council  at  its 
next  meeting,  what  sums  have  been  paid  during  the  past  year 
for  printing  for  the  city  -  Stating  the  prices  for  and  kind 
of  printing  done. " 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  were:-  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  4 

Those  voting  in  the  Negative  were:  None. 

Mr  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  report  to  the  Council  at  its 
next  meeting  the  amt  of  the  city  indebtedness,  also  what 
amount  of  money  will  be  required  to  satisfy  contracts  hereto- 
fore made  for  building  cisterns  and  other  improvements  before 
the  assessment  for  the  current  year  beyond  the  means  in  the 
Treasury. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Dunlap  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &   Wingate  -  14 

Those  voting  in  the  negative  were:  None. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradshaw, 

The  Mayor  was  directed  to  cast  about  and  ascertain  where 
a  suitable  room  could  be  procured  for  a  Council  Chamber,  the 
rent,  etc.  and  report  at  next  meeting  of  City  Council. 


Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  by  the  Mayor,  who,  with 
the  clerk  shall  revise  the  Bylaws  and  Ordinances,  and  report 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Adopted  by  the  fdlowing  vote: 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  14. 

Those  voting  In  the  negative  were:  None. 

The  Mayor  appointed  Messrs.  Newcomb,  MacCrulre  &  Dunlap 
said  committee. 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  the  committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment was  instructed  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  what  action  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
apparatus  of  the  Hook  &  Ladder  Company. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Karns  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  does  not  consider  it  necessary 
to  elect  Supervisors  of  Streets  at  present. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.  14. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  -  None. 

The  Mayor  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees: 

Newcomb,  Dunlap,  &  Maguire 
McCarty,  Strickland  &  Durham. 
Bradshaw,  Nelson,  Edwards. 
Carlisle j  Karns  &  Wingate 
Pitts,  Bradshaw  &   Durham. 
Maguire,  Delzell  &  McCarty. 
Delzell,  Nelson  &  Edwards. 
Dunlap,  Pitts,  &  Karns. 

On  Fire  Department.   Messrs  Newcomb,  Carlisle  &  Wingate. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  fix  the  time  and  hour  of 
regular  Meetings. 

The  1st  &  3d  Mondays  of  the  month  were  selected,  as  the 
days. 

Three  o'clock  was  selected  as  the  hour,  the  Mayor  deciding 
by  giving  casting  vote:  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 

Attest  Daniel  B.  Culley  -  City  Clerk. 


Common  Council  Chamber 
May  16th,  1853."' 

The  Common  Council  met.   Present:  Bradshaw,  Carlisle, 
Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson, 


On 

Judiciary: 

Messrs. 

On 

Finance: 

Messrs. 

On 

Accounts: 

Messrs. 

On 

Bridges: 

Messrs. 

On 

Cisterns: 

Messrs. 

On 

SchoolHouse 

:Messrs. 

On 

Streets  and 

Alleys: 

On 

Markets: 

Messrs. 

Pitts,  Strickland,  &   Delzell,  &  Wingate,  Councilmen,  & 
Caleb  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Mayor,  reported  that  a  room  suitable  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Common  Council  could  be  procured  of  Mr.  John  S. 
Dunlop  at  a  yearly  rent  of  $160.   Said  room  is  located  on 
Meridian  Street  north  of  Washington  St. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap. 

The  Mayor  was  authorized  to  contract  for  said  room  at 
the  rate  proposed  for  one  year. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
The  Mayor  was  authorized  to  procure  suitable  furniture  for 
the  use  of  the  Common  Council  Chamber. 

By  request  William  Wallace,  read  the  following  petition  to 
the  Council: 

"The  undersigned,  owners  of  property  on  Louisiana 
Street  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  between  the  Donation 
line  and  Noble  Street,  respectfully,  represnt  that  on  the 
day  of  April,  1852  an  order  was  passed  by  the  Common 
Council  granting  to  the  Lawrenceburg  and  Upper  Mississippi 
Railroad  Company  the  right  to  run  their  road  in  the  city  of 
Indianapolis  upon  Louisiana  Street  upon  the  following  con- 
ditions that  said  Company  should  procure  to  be  used  as  a 
Street  15  feet  of  ground  on  the  North  side,  of  twentyfjve 
feet  on  the  South  side  of  said  Louisiana  Street,  adjacent 
thereto  from  the  Donation  line  to  East  Street,  also  a  like 
order  was  passed  on  the    day  of  July  1852  granting  to 
the  Indiana  Central  Railway  Company  the  right  to  run  their 
road  into  this  city  upon  Maryland  Street  upon  condition 
that  said  Rail  Road  Company  would  in  like  manner  procure 
to  be  used  as  a  Street  forty  feet  of  ground  on  the  South 
side  of  and  adjacent  to  said  Maryland  Street  from  the 
Donation  line  to  East  Street. 

Your  petitioners  would  respectfully  represent  that  the 
public  would  be  much  better  accommodated  and  safety  to  travel 
and  persons  passing  and  repassing  with  carriages  and  wagons 
greatly  increased,  if  Streets  of  greater  width  removed  say 
not  less  than  130  nor  more  than  150  feet  from  the  tracks  of 
said  Railroad  Company  could  be  opened. 

Your  petitioners  represent  that  in  view  of  these  facts 
they  are  desirous  of  Substituting  instead  of  the  strips  of 
ground  adjacent  to  said  Railroad  tracks,  streets  not  less 
than  60  feet  removed  from  said  tracks  North  &  South  not  to 
exceed  150  feet,  and  running  from  the  Donation  line  to 
Noble  Street. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore  pray  that  the  Common  Council 
will  order  that  said  Railroad  Companies  shall  be  released 
from  their  respective  obligations  to  procure  to  be  used  as 
addition  to  the  said  Streets,  the  said  strips  of  ground 
adjacent  to  the  Tracks  of  said  Railroad  Companies  between 
the  Donation  line  and  Noble  Street,  as  continued  in  the 
orders  of  the  City  Council  of  April  &  July  1852,  above  re- 
ferred to;  and, also,  that  in  consideration  of  the  60  feet 
streets  to  be  provided  by  said  Railroad  Companies  as  herein- 


after  required,  for  the  use  of  the  public,  no  grading  what- 
ever of  Louisiana  and  Maryland  Streets  from  Noble  Street  to 
the  Donation  line,  shall  be  ordered  or  required  by  the  Common 
Council  or  corporate  authorities  of  the  city,  except  as  here- 
tofore granted  to  said  Companies  for  Railroad  purposes;  and 
that  said  Lawrenceburg  and  Upper  Mississippi  Railroad  Company 
shall  in  lieu  of  said  strips,  and  of  grading  said  part  of 
Louisiana  Streets  between  Noble  Street  and  the  Donation  line 
procure  to  be  laid  out  and  recorded  a  public  street  not  less 
that  60  feet  wide  south  of  Louisiana  Street  and  also  a  similar 
street  North  thereof,  and  running  parrallel  with  the  track 
of  said  Railroad  Company  not  more  than  150  feet  therefrom 
the  whole  distance  between  the  Donation  line  and  Noble  Street. 
And  that  the  Central  Railway  Company  shall,  also,  in  lieu  of 
said  strip  of  40  feet  procure  to  be  laid  out  and  recorded  a 
public  street  not  less  than  sixty  feet  wide  south  of  Maryland 
Street  and  running  parallel  with  the  track  of  said  railway 
company  not  more  than  150  feet  therefrom  the  whole  distance 
between  the  Donation  line  &   Noble  Street  as  aforesaid.   And 
that  this  order  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  as  soon  as 
either  of  said  Railroad  Companies  shall  file  a  certificate 
of  the  Recorder  of  Marion  County,  with  the  Clerk  of  City  that 
said  Six£y  feet  streets  have  been  laid  out  and  recorded  in 
accordance  with  such  order.   And  that  such  order  shall  only 
operate  in  favor  of  that  Road  that  shall  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  order  in  all  respects  - 

Lawrenceburg  U.M.  R.R  Company  Per 
Wm  Wallace  their  atty. 

Indiana  Central  Railway  Co. 
by  Chas  Parry  Director 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  committees  on  streets  and  alleys, 
Mr.  Bradshaw  and  Mr.  Wingate  were  attached  to  said  committee 
for  this  purpose. 

Mr  Karns  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  petition  your  honorable 
body  to  procure  and  erect  in  some  suitable  &  central  place  a 
large  bell  to  be  used  as  a  Fire  Alarm  Bell. 

Signed  by  Jno  H.  Elder,  and  numerous  others. 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department 

Mr  Delzell  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  cisterns  be  required 
to  receive  propositions  for  the  building  of  the  balance  of 
the  cisterns  located  in  this  city.   Payments  to  be  made  by 
the  1st  of  November,  next.  And  that  the  Committee  report  To 
the  next  Common  Council  the  propostions  so  received. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  to  amend  by  adding  an  additional  Cistern 
at  the  Madison  &  Indianapolis  Railroad  Depot. 

Which  Motion  did  not  prevail 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  adoption  the  original 
resolution  resulted  in  the  affirmative  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire 


McCarty,  Nelson,  Strickland,  Wingate,  -  12 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Mr.  Pitts. 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  for  adoption. 

"Resolved,  That  George  W  Harlun  M.m  be  allowed  the  pro- 
portional amount  for  §  month  over  services  &  Ten  Dollars 
extra  services  for  publishing  notices,  and  making  sale  of 
stalls." 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  Committee  on  claims. 

Mr  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  confer  with  the  off  icers  of  the  Central  Plank 
Road  Company,  and  ascertain  upon  what  terms  said  company 
will  cede  to  the  city  so  much  of  said  road  as  lies  within 
the  limits  of  the  Donation." 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  ^arns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
&   Strickland.  -  8 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Delzell,  McCarty,  Pitts  &  Wingate  -  5. 

On  Motion  by  McCarty. 

The  questiois  of  assessment,  as  asked  by  the  assessor 
were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  with  instruction 
to  report  at  next  Meeting. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  ascertain  who  are  the  legal  owners  of  the 
Northern  Division  of  the  Central  Canal,  and  that  said 
committee  report  to  the  Council  the  best  means  of  requiring 
said  owners  to  keep  up  the  bridges  across  the  canal  within 
the  corperate  limits 

Which  resolution  failed  by  the  following  vote: 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  &  Karns.  -  6 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  Edwards, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  7 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  folowing  for  adoption: 

"Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Trustees  for  the  city  examine 
all  the  Schools,  and  if  on  examination,  they  find  pupils 
attending  the  Schools  who  are  not  actually  residents  of  the 
city  the  Trustees  shall  expel  the  same  from  the  schools." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs  Maguire  & 
McCarty  -  2. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following: 
"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  bridges  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  bridge,  eight 


feet  in  width  across  the  canal  on  the  south  side  of  Washington 
St.  and  that  Said  committee  report  upon  the  same  at  an  early- 
day  .  ■ 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate.  -  12 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  was:  Mr.  Delzell  -  1 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  commissioner  be  directed  to 
request  the  Managers  of  the  Lawrenceburg  and  Upper  Mississippi 
Railroad  Company  to  throw  foot  bridges  across  the  ditches  of 
said  road,  and  at  such  places  as  the  Commissioners  may  direct, 
and  if  not  done  in  ten  days  after  notice,  the  same  to  be  done 
by  the  city,  and  cost  to  be  paid  by  Railroad  Company." 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &   Wingate,  -  13. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  was;   None. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
examine  Louisiana  street  between  Alabama  and  East  streets 
and  ascertain  whether  the  Lawrenceburg  and  Upper  Mississippi 
Railroad  Company  are  complying  with  the  ordinance  directing 
the  grade  and  repairing  of  said  street,  and  report  at  the 
next  meeting. M 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  Wingate  -  13. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were.   None. 

These  President  laid  before  the  Council  the  following 
communication. 

To  Caleb  S.cudder,  Mayor  of  Indianapolis 

The  Terre  haute  and  Richmond  Railroad  Company  are  now 
ready  to  have  the  grade  stakes  fixed  for  the  grading  of  the 
street  on  which  the  road  comes  into  the  city  according  to 
the  ordinance  on  that  subject.      Very  Respectfully 

E.J.  Peck 
for  J.  H  &  R.R.  Co'y. 

On  Motion  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  set 
grade  stakes;  and  that  Councilman  Edwards  &  Carlisle  see 
that  the  Terre  Haute  Company  confine  themselves  strictly 
to  the  grade. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 
"Resolved,  That  the  resolution  heretofore  adopted  by  the 
Council,  preventing  the  further  location  of  Railroad  lines 
through  the  city  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed." 
Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs. 


Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Kama, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  and  Wingate.  -  13 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,   That  the  City  Clerk  advertise  for  sealed 
proposals  for  the  building  of  a  bridge  across  the  canal  on 
Indiana  Avenue;  to  receive  two  separate  proposals,  one 
predicated  on  cash  payments,  and  the  other  on  the  1st  of 
November  next. w 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  the  resolution  be  amended  by  in- 
cluding a  bridge  over  canal  on  Georgia  st.  and  another  over 
canal  on  South  Street. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  following  petition  was  presented  amd  read  as  follows. 

"To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

Your  petitioners,  The  Evansville,  Indianapolis,  and 
Cleveland  straight  line  Railroad  Company"  present,  that  they 
are  about  to  locate  and  run  their  railroad  from  Evansville 
on  the  Ohio  river,  to  Union  in  the  county  of  Randolph,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  by  way  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis, 
that  in  the  location  of  said  road,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
run  the  same  through  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  upon  or  near 
the  following  route  that  is  to  say,  commencing  on  the  North 
side  of  the  Cumberland  road,  or  Washington  St.  near  the  East 
end  of  the  bridge  over  Pogues'Run,  on  the  East  side  of  the 
city,  running  from  thence  on  the  South  Side  of  Pogues '  Run 
near  the  bank  of  the  same,  crossing  East  Street,  New  Jersey 
Street  Alabama  Street,  and  Pennsylvania  Street,  and  the  inter- 
mediate alleys  passing  south  of  the  gas  works  and  crossing 
Meridian  Street,  Illinois  Street,  and  Tennessee  Street,  and 
the  intermediate  alleys,  and  passing  North  of  the  Peg  &  Last 
Factory  of  Mr.  Osgood's,  crossing  Mississippi  Street, 
Missouri  Street,  and  W  est  Street,  and  the  intermediate  alleys 
and  running  to  White  river  at,  or  near  the  bluff  bank,  where 
the  river  strikes  the  same,  below  the  grade  yard.   Your 
petitioners,  therefore,  petition  the  Board  of  Common  Council 
to  pass  an  ordinance  authorizing  the  construction  of  said 
road,  and  the  running  of  the  same  upon,  or  near,  said  line 
through  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  upon  such  terms  and 
regulations  as  the  Council  shall  deem  right  and  proper  and 
your  petitioners,  &c.  O.H.  Smith,  Prest 

E.  I.  &  Clevd  &  S.  Line  R  R  Co. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Maguire 

The  Council  decided  to  consider  the  petition  on  Wednes- 
day the  8th  day  of  June,  and  it  was,  on  motion 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  publish  a  notice  of  the 
pendency  of  said  petition  as  required  by  ordinance. 


Mr.  Karns  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council: 

Your  petitioners,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Hook  & 
Ladder  Company  of  this  city,  would  respectfully  represent, 
that  said  company  have  procured  a  good,  neat,  &  substantial 
wagon,  for  the  purpose  of  hauling  their  fire  apparatus  to  and 
from  fires,  and  that  there  is  no  house  for  the  wagon  to  be  kept 
in.  And  that  it  is  now  standing  out  and  liable  to  damage  there- 
fore your  petitioners,  would  respectfully  ask  that  your  honor- 
able body  cause  to  be  erected  without  delay  a  good  building 
sufficient  large  to  contain  said  wagon  and  apparatus. 

Respectfully  Submitted,  A.W.  Jenkins,  John  Shellenberger  & 

C.  King,  Cora. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  a  select  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  contract  for  the  building  of  a  suitable  house. 

Which  mothion  prevailed. 
Messrs.  Nelson,  Karns,  &  Pitts  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Benjamin  Pilbean,  Marshal,  prayed  the  Council  for  au- 
thority to  appoint  a  Deputy  Marshal,  at  such  a  salary  as 
would  secure  the  services  of  a  good  &  reliable  man. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  that  the  Marshal  be  authorized  to 
appoint  a  Deputy  at  such  compensation  as  he  may  think  right 
and  proper,  and  report  his  action  in  the  matter  to  the 
Council  for  confirmation. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  cause  the  privies  of  the  School  Houses  to  be  cleaned, 
and  that  he  cause  them  to  be  kept  in  decent  repair  hereafter. 
Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs  Bradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate.  -  13. 

On  Motion. 

The  Street  Commissioner  was  instructed  look  after  the 
pumps  of  city,  and  when  out  of  order,  to  have  them  repaired; 
also,  the  cisterns  of  the  city,  when  necessary  to  have  them 
filled  with  water. 

On  Motion  adjournment  to  meet  tomorrow  evening  at  7  0  clock 
P.M.  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 

Attest: 

Daniel  B.  Culley  President  C.C« 

City  Clerk 


Adjourned  Meeting 
Common  Council  Chamber) 
May  17th  1853         ) 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland, 
and  Wingate,  Councilmen;  &  Caleb  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  following  communication  was  read, 
"At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Indianapolis  Fire  Associa- 
tion held  on  Monday  evening  the  10th  inst,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Ordered*  That  the  City  Council  be  recommended  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  Sixty  five  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  repairing 
and  painting  the  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Western  Liberties 
Fire  Company. 

(1174) 

B.R.  Sulgrove,  Pres't 
Alex.  G-raydon  Jr.  Secy. 
On  Motion  the  am't  as  recommended  was  allowed. 

1105.  Allowed,  Richard  Ware,  Services  as  Messenger, 
W.L.F.  Co.  etc.  $25.25 

1106.  Allowed,  Levi  Comegy  Pine  for  Ladders  for  Hook 

&  Ladder  Co.  20.55 

1107.  Allowed,  Halden  Davis,  Services  as  Messenger 
Relief  Fire  Co.  to  Apl  1,  '53.  31.25 

1108.  Allowed,  David  Cox  Services  for  Reoairs  of 

Marion  Co.  6.75 

1109.  Allowed,  H.S.  Kellogg,  Acct  of  Sundries         6.85 

1110.  Allowed,  Levi  Comegys  for  5628  ft  Oak  lumber 

@  1.50^  72.08 

1111.  Allowed,  Thenlow  Haskell,  plan  &  Specification  15.00 

1112.  Allowed,  Joseph  Rupell  Hog  Money  refunded      4.72 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Carlisle, 

The  Street  Commissioner  was  directed  to  call  on  Hugh 
Slaven,  the  former  Street  Commissioner  and  procure  from  him 
any  and  all  tools  which  may  be  in  his  possession  belonging 
to  the  city. 
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The  Clerk  reported  the  bids  received  for  the  grading 
and  graveling  of  Meridian  Street  from  Circle  to  the  Donation 
line. 

On  Motion  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
J     The  Clerk  reported  the  bids  received  for  the  grading  of 
New  York  Street  between  New  Jersey  &   Alabama  Street.  To 
Hugh  Slaven,  being  the  lowest  bidder  was  given  the  contract. 

Mr  Wm  Sheets  was  given  the  contract  for  grading  and  gravel- 
ing the  South  side  of  Washington  Street  and  the  pavement, 
oetween  Tennessee  Street  and  the  canal 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  procure  a 
Suitable  place  for  the  erection  of  the  Town  Clock,  and  to 
ascertain  the  cost  to  be  incurred  for  the  same;  and  report 
at  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Council." 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  Qy   the  folowing  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire , 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  and  Wingate  -  1 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  -  None. 
The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Edwards  &  Maguire. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  for  adoption: 
"Resoved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  ex- 
amine South  Street  at  the  crossing  of  Delaware  Street,  and 
give  the  proper  grade  and  require  property  holders  on  both 
sides  of  said  Street,  (west  of  the  Duncan  House,)  to  grade 
and  cut  ditches  on  same  within  thirty  days." 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affiimative  were:  Messrs  Bradshaw, 
Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  &  Wingate.  -  10. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution: 
"Whereas,   There  has  been  much  complaint  made  by  the 
citizens  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Madison  &  Indianapolis 
Railroad  Depot,  on  account  of  the  stahnant  water  on  the 
ground  belonging  to  the  Railroad  Company,  particularly  on 
the  west  side,  endangering  the  health  of  those  who  may  reside 
in  the  neighborhood.  Therefore 

"  Be  it  ^esolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  notify 
the  proper  person  to  immediately  grade  said  grounds,  and  if 
at  the  expiration  of  twenty  days  the  grading  is  not  done, 
then  the  Street  Commissioner  to  take  such  steps  as  shall 
abate  the  nuisance." 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  11 
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The  Marshal  announced  the  appointment  of  Lewis  A  Colley 
as  Deputy  Marshal,  at  a  salary  of  $300.  per  year 

On  Motion, 
The  Council  laid  the  whole  matter  over  till  next  Meeting. 

Mr  Pitts  offered  for  adoption  the  following  ordinance: 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
That  the  ordinance  commonly  called  the  hog  ordinance  he  and 
the  same  is  herby  repealed. " 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Edwards 

The  ordinance  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  Motion  Adjourned 

Attest:  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 

Daniel  B.  Culley  City  Clerk. 


Common  Council  Chamber 
June  6th,  1853. 

The  Common  Council  met.   Present  all  the  Councilmen 
and  the  Mayor. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceeding  meetings  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurers  report  read  and  accepted. 

The  Street  Commissioer's  report  for  month  was  read  as. 
follows  &  allowances  made: 

The  undersigned  Street  Commissioner  would  submit  the 
following  report  in  the  several  wards. 

In  the  1st  Ward.   10  footways,  platform  over  public  well 
and  repairing  bridges: 

In  the  2d.  Ward,   5  new  footways,  platform  over  public 
well,  and  Sundry  repairs  of  footways  and  bridges 

In  the  3d  Ward  -  20  new  footways  and  repairing  bridges. 

In  the  4th  Ward.  -  5  new  footways  and  repairing  bridges. 

In  the  5th  Ward  -  2  new  footways  and  platform  over  public 
v/ell  and  fixing  grade  stakes. 

In  the  6th  Ward  -  4  new  footways  and  repairing  bridge  and 
footways 

In  the  7th  Ward  -  4  new  footways  and  repairing  bridge. 

And  he  would  further  report  that  the  privies  at  all  the 
public  School  Houses  and  wells  at  the  same  except  the  v/ell 
in  the  7th  Ward  are  in  good  order. 

The  well  at  the  School  House  in  the  7th  Ward  should  be 
moved  -  a  new  one  dug  at  the  outer  edge  of  the  sidewalk, 
and  a  new  pump  placed  in  the  same  -  the  old  one  is  worthless. 

The  cisterns  -  except  the  one  at  the  corner  of  Market 
and  Tennessee  Streets  -  which  leaks  badly  -  are  in  good  order 
and  well  filled  with  water. 

The  Sidewalk  between  Market  and  Ohio  Streets  has  been  com- 
menced and  arrangements  made  to  complete  the  same  at  an  early 
day. 
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The  Sidewalk  on  the  West  side  of  East  Street  between 
Washington  &  Louisiana  Streets  has  been  commenced,  and 
promises  on  the  part  of  those  interested  that  it  should  be 
completed  soon. 

1023.  Orders  to  issue  to  Richard  Berry 

1024.  "  ••  M  "  Abner  Smith 
1025  "  "  "  "  Hiram  Lewis 
1026-7  »     "     "   "   Ephraium  Weightman 

Respectfully  Submitted 
William  Hughey, 

Street  Commissioner 

1128.  Allowed  Robert  Johnson,  Removing  Nuisance        1,00 

Oliver  Rice  accounts  for  pumps  amounting  to      $60.20 
was  on  Motion  referred  to  Committee  on  accounts. 

1121.  Allowed  0  Rice  $30  on  acct.  $30.00 

Mr  Carlisle  from  the  Committe  on  bridges  made  the 
following  report: 

The  committee  on  bridges  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  the  building  a  bridge  across  the 
canal  on  the  South  Side  of  Washington  Street,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration  and  being  fully  satisfied  of  the 
importance  of  erecting  such  a  bridge,  would  respectfully 
report  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  passage. 

D.  Carlisle   ) 

W.  H.  Karns,  &)  Com. 

E.  H  Wingate  ) 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  advertise 

that  sealed  proposals  will  be  received  for  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  eight  feet  wide  across  the  Central  Canal  on  the 
South  side  of  Washington  Street,  and  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  to  defray  the  expenses  incidental  to  the  erection  of 
said  bridge  &  that  the  Civil  Engineer  furnish  plan  &  speci- 
fication, and  receive  said  bids  and  report  to  the  Common 
Council  at  next  Meeting. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
The  report  was  received  and  resolution  laid  on  table. 

The  Clerk  reported  the  bids  received  for  the  building  of 
a  bridge  over  canal  on  Indiana  Avenue. 

On  Motion,  referred  to  Committee  on  bridges. 


14 


Mr  Pitts  from  the  Committee  on  cisterns  reported  three 
proposals  for  building  the  seven  cisterns, 
On  Motion  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  Delzell  from  the  Committee  on  streets  &  alleys,  pre- 
sented the  following  report: 

The  undersigned,  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  Lawrenceburg  and  Upper  Mississippi  Railroad 
Company  &  the  Indiana  Central  Railway  Company  respectfully 
report  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  granting  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  would  be  detrimental  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  for  the  reason  that  the  said  companies 
simply  propose  to  open  said  street  only  from  Noble  street  to 
the  Donation  line,  they  therefore,  recommend  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  be  not  granted,  and  asked  to  be  discharged. 
Signed  Samuel  Delzell,   E.H.  Wingate 

Wm.  A.  Bradshaw,  Henry  N.  Nelson  & 
N.  Edwards. 

On  Motion, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  concurred  in. 

The  following  petition  was  presented. 

We  the  undersigned  property  holders  on  the  alley 
immediately  East  of  Illinois  Street,  extending  from  Market 
to  Washington  Streets  inclusive , desirous  of  graveling  the 
same  would  respectfully  petition  your  honorable  body  to 
order  the  graveling  of  said  alley  in  accordance  with  the 
provision  of  the  City  Corporation  in  such  cases  made  & 
provided.  Indianapolis,  June  2nd  '53. 

H.  Bates,  120  feet,   P.G-.  C.  Hunt  22  feet,   James 
Kirlin  18  feet,  A.  Ballard  51  feet  James  Swain  18" 
A  Wiley  18  feet  Francis  Philips  71  feet  J. P. Chapman 
36  feet  W  Robeson,  28  feet  I.  &  R.  Gaston  54  ft. 
Total  No.  of  feet.  436 

On  Motion,  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted,  and 
it  was 

Ordered  That  the  City  Engineer  set  grade  stakes,  and 
submit  to  the  best  bicder  the  said  improvement,  after  ad- 
vertising by  the  City  Clerk. 

The  following  petition  was  read. 
"To  the  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

"  I  want  to  get  twenty  five  dollars  if  you  please.  I 
want  it  to  buy  feed  for  my  horses  and  to  pay  my  hands.  I 
am  going  on  with  my  work  rapidly.   I  have  between  four  and 
five  hundred  yards  graded. 

Hugh  Slav en. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb  it  was, 

Ordered,  That  thd  City  Engineer  furnish  an  estimate  of 
the  work  done  by  H.  Slaven  on  New  York  Street  between  New 
°ersey  &  Alabama  Streets,  retaining  10  per  cent  to  insure 
the  completion  of  said  work. 
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On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb 

The  proposals  for  the  improvement  of  Meridian  street  were 
taken  from  the  table,  the  bids  read,  when 

On  Motion  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  contract  for  said  improve- 
ment with  James  Ritchart,  he  giving  bond  in  the  sum  of  $1000 
for  the  faithful,  correct,  and  early  completion  of  said  im- 
prevement.   Provided,  If  said  Ritchart  fail  to  give  said  bond 
within  five  days  then  the  proposition  to  be  void  as  far  as 
the  city  is  concerned. 

The  following  petition  was  presented: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis:   The  undersigned, 
owners  of  the  major  number  of  feet  of  ground  fronting  on 
the  South  side  of  Washington  Street,  between  New  Jersey 
street  and  the  Donation  Line  East,  being  desirous  of  grading 
and  graveling  or  paving  the  sidewalk  on  the  South  side  of 
Washington  street  between  the  points  aforesaid,  very  Respect- 
fully petition  your  honorable  body  topass  the  requisite  order 
for  the  making  of  said  improvement  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  existing  laws  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  sidewalks. 

Indianapolis  May  9th  1853. 
Chas  W  Cady  210  feet,   Frederick  Ostermeyer,  20  feet,  M.  &  I. 
Little  202|  ft.   J.M.W.  Langsdale  50  feet  H  Bates  500  feet, 
Thomas  Buchanan  56  feet.  Henry  Kollen  38  feet  E  Greenley 
210  feet.  L.  &  U.M.R.R.  Co.  by  Wm  Robson  agt.  100" ft. 

On  Motion  the  petition  was 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  alleys,  etc.,  with  in- 
struction to  report  whether  said  petition  contained  two-third 
of  the  number  of  feet  of  property  owned  by  residents. 

The  following  petition  was  presented: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis, 
You  will  please  have  the  pump  which  stands  on  Washington 
Street  apposite  Littles  removed  outside  the  sidewalk  and  so 
as  to  stand  near  the  same  location,  and  oblige. 

Indianapolis  June  6th  1853.         M.  &  I.  Little 

On  Motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
place  a  post  at  the  point  where  the  Michigan  Road  diverges 
from  Illinois  Street  upon  the  West  side  of  which  he  shall 
put  a  finger  board  with  the  words  Michigan  Road" ♦ 
Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  14 
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Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
cause  the  well  opposite  the  Branch  Bank  to  be  filled  with 
earth,  after  removing  such  materials  as  are  valuable,  and 
securing  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  city  in  future. 

Which  was  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Maguire,  Nelson,   5 
Noes:  Messrs.  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  McCarty,  New- 
comb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &,  Wingate  9 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Durham, 

The  Street  Commissioner  was  directed  to  examine  the  well 
in  front  of  the  Branch  Bank,  and  report  whether  said  well 
contains  water,  and  whether  it  is  in  a  safe  condition  or  not, 
and  report  at  next  meeting. 

Mr  Carlisle  offered  for  adoption  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
notify  the  holders  or  occupiers  of  property  in  Squares  front- 
ing on  Washington  S  treet,  to  collect  together  the  filth  and 
obstructions  in  that  part  of  the  streets  or  alleys,  of  said 
squares  fronting  their  respective  property,  and  that  the 
Street  Commissioner  cause  the  same  to  be  removed  at  least 
once  a  week,  at  the  expense  of  said  holders  or  occupiers 
of  property. " 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  14 

Noes,  None. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Vandegrift  and  Ephraim  Colestock 
be  authorized  to  fill  the  gutter  in  front  of  their  building 
on  the  West  side  of  Illinois  Street  South  of  Michigan  Street, 
to  the  extent  necessary  to  raise  the  gutter  at  that  point 
high  enough  to  carry  the  water  away  from  the  Street. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Strickland  &  Wingate  -  13. 

Noes:  Messrs  Pitts. 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  bridges  be  directed  to 
have  the  bridges  repaired  on  Market  Street  at  the  crossing 
of  Pogues '  Run. " 

On  Motion, 

Laid  on  the  table. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Dunlap. 

"Resolved  That  a  committee  on  finance  be  directed  to 
inquire  at  what  rate  $10,000  can  be  borrowed  on  the  faith 
of  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  payable  1st  May,  with  the 

privilege  of  paying  onehalf  on  the  1st  Day  of  February,  1854." 
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Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Braashaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns ,  Maguire,  McCarty ,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strick- 
land &  Wingate  -  14. 

On  Motion 

Mr  Maguire  &  the  Mayor  was  added  to  said  company. 

Mr  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Whereas,  The  holes  near  the  canal  on  either  side  of  Wash- 
ington street  are  nuisances  that  should  be  abated;  and, 
whereas ,  complaints  have  been  made  respecting  the  same: 
therefore, 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  the  persons 
owning  the  property  or  agents  where  said  hole  is  situated  to 
fill  up  the  same  immediately. M 

Which  was  adopted  by  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  &,  Wingate  -  14 

Mr.  Newcomb,  presented  the  following  resolution: 

"Whereas,  The  city  owning  lot  No  4  in  Square  No.  37, 
wishes  said  lot  for  its  own  use,  therefore, 

"Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed 
to  have  said  lot  ;   cleaned  up  nicely,  and  have  the  fence  put  in 
good  repair,  and  use  the  same  for  storing  the  lumber  belong-   < 
ing  to  the  city. " 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr  Wingate  offered  for  adoption  the  following 

"Resolved,  That  the  Inspectors,  Judges,  &  Clerks,  of  the 
recent  election  be  allowed  two  dollars  each. " 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes;  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  9 

Noes.   Messrs.   Bradshaw,  Edwards,  McCarty,  Newcomb,  & 
Pitts.  -  5 

Mr.  Wingate  offered  for  adoption  the  following: 

"Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
build  two  bridges  across  the  gutters  on  Virginia  Avenue  at 
the  crossing  of  New  Jersey  Street. 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  Committee  on  bridges  with  instructions  to 
report  as  to  the  necessity  of  building  said  bridges. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  ordinance,  and  asked 
for  its  adoption: 


IS 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis,  That 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  circus  company  to  show  or  ex- 
hibit within  the  limits  of  the  city.   And  a  penalty  of  fifty 
dollars  shall  be  inflicted  for  a  violation  of  this  ordinance. 
Which  was  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Wingate  -  { 
Noes:  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
McCarty,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  -  9 

The  following  account  was  presented: 
The  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis  To  A.G-.  Porter 
For  Professional  services  as  attorney  for  the  city  for  the 
year  ending  with  the  election  of  the  present  attorney.   $250.00 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  - 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  the  usual  license  was  remitted  in 
the  case  of  the  Infant  Drummer. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb 

The  Treasurer  was  required  to  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$50,000. 

The  Marshall  withdrew  the  name  of  Sims  A  Colley  as 
Deputy  Marshall,  and  announced  the  name  of  Robert  Johnson, 
as  Deputy  at  a  salary  of  $300  per  year. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Dunlap 

The  Council  confirmed  said  appointment. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Dunlap 

The  Marshal  was  authorized  to  appoint  James  Stapp  as  a 
special  Deputy  but  without  compansation  from  the  city. 

On  Motion  adjournment  to  meet  again  at  3   o'clock  P.M 
on  Wednesday  next. 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 
Attest 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk. 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  June  8th 

Council  met.  Present:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Edwards,  Carlisle, 
Dunlap,  Karns,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland, 
and  Wingate,  &  Mr.  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  President  announced  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  be  to 
take  into  consideration  the  petition  of  Evansville,  Indian- 
apolis, &  Cleveland  Straight  Line  Railroad  Company." 

On  Motion  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed 
for  a  few  minutes  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  other  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  for  adoption  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to 
measure  the  bridge  timbers,  planks,  etc.  of  a  bridge  re- 
cently erected  over  Alabama  Street  by  McCord  &  Comegys, 
and  report  said  measurement  to  the  Council  at  next  meeting. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:-  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  McCarty,  Nelson, 

New comb,  &  Wingate  -  6 

Noes.   Messrs.  Carlisle,  Edwards,  Karns,  Pitts,  & 

Strickland  -  5. 

Mr.  Karns  from  the  Committee  on  Bridges  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

"The  undersigned,  committee  on  bridges,  respectfully 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  plan  and  specifications 
of  a  bridge  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  City  Clerk,  and 
find  the  same  to  be,  in  their  opinion,  unsuited  for  Indiana 
Avenue,  and  would,  therefore,  offer  for  adoption  the  follow- 
ing resolutions:  D.  Carlisle   ) 

W.H.  Karns    )  Com. 

E.H.  Wingate  ) 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  heretofore  passed  by  the 
Common  Council  adopting  the  plan  and  specifications  of  a 
bridge  known  as  Haskell^  be  rescinded. 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  furnish  a  suitable 
plan  &  specifications  of  a  bridge  to  be  erected  over  canal 
at  Indiana  Avenue. " 

The  report  was  received,  and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Karns,  McCarty, 
&   Wingate.  -  6 

Noes:  Messrs.  Edwards,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strick- 
land -  5 
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Mr.  Pitts  from  a  committee  on  cisterns  made  the  report: 

"The  undersigned  committee  on  cisterns  respectfully 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  account  of  0.  Rice  for 
pumps  furnished  and  find  his  account  to  be  Sixty  dollars 
and  five  cents,  &  recommend  the  he  be  allowed  Thirty  dol- 
lars &  five  cents,  which  with  a  former  allowance  of  Thirty 
dollars  will  satisfy  said  demand. 

George  W.  Pitts. ) 

Wm  A.  Bradshaw   )  Com. 

George  Pitts.    ) 

Allowed,  0.  Rice  Bal  for  pump  acct.  $30.05 

(1122) 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Dunlap, 

The  petition  of  the  Evansville,  Indianapolis,  &  Cleve- 
land Straight  Line  Railroad  was  taken  from  the  table,  read, 
and 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb, 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  the  Evansville,  Indian- 
apolis &  Cleveland  Straight  Line  Railroad  Company  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port an  ordinance  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  of  said  company,  incorporating  therein  such  pro- 
visions for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  city  and 
its  inhabitants,  as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and  proper,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  Council  at  next  meeting." 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  McCarty,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  11. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  There  are  sundry  lots  near  the  center  of  the 
city,  which  are  used  as  public  commons,  in  consequence  of 
remaining  unfenced,  and  therefore  become  a  source  of  annoy- 
ance and  probably  productive  of  disease;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Attorney  be  required  to  in- 
quire into  the  legality  of  requiring  the  owners  of  all 
vacant  lots  between  East  &   West  Streets,  and  between  Mary- 
land &  New  York  Streets  to  have  the  same  enclosed  with 
suitable  fences." 

Which  failed  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  was  :  Messrs. 
Carlisle  1 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  and  Wingate  -  10. 


The  following  petition  was  received: 

To  the  City  C0uncil  of  Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned,  owners  of  lots  fronting  on  Washington 
Street,  North  side,  in  square  No  56,  between  Pennsylvania 
and  Meridian  Streets  would  respectfully  ask  your  Honorable 
Body  to  procure  a  suitable  number  of  posts  and  lamps  not  less 
than  three  -  to  light  said  front  with  gas  between  the  points 
aforesaid  and  that  an  order  be  passed  to  assess  the  cost  of 
said  posts  and  lamps,  and  the  expense  of  furnishing  the  same 
with  gas,  from  month  to  month,  as  also,  for  repairing,  light- 
ing, and  extinguishing  the  same,  upon  the  lots  fronting  as 
aforesaid,  as  provided  in  an  ordinance  on  that  subject,  and 
as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

June  4th,  1853.   Signed  by  L.A.  Fletcher,  28  ft.   A.  Knodle 
12  ft.   Chas  Garner  17  feet  Daniel  Yandes  28-|  feet,   Wm 
Hannaman  20  feet,   Hannaman  &  Paxton  25  feet,   I.N.  Phipps 
20  feet,   S  . G-.  Patterson  Qh     W.H.  Morrison  about  32  feet, 
W.H.  Talbot t  about  32  feet.  -- 

On  Motion, 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report  on  ordinance  in 
accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  Council  at  the  next  meeting. 

On  Motion 

The  Council  adjourned. 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 
Attest: 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber) 
June  20th,  1853.   ) 

The  Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns ,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate,  Councilmen. 
The  Mayor  being  absent.   Mr.  Newcomb  was  chosen  to  preside. 
The  Minutes  of  the  preceeding  meetings  read  and  approved. 

1158.  Allowed  Benjamin  Pilbean  Removing  Nuisance  $   .50 

1159.  "  A.H.  Brown  Bill  Printing  to  date  47.50 

1160.  M  K.  Davis   Relief  fire  Company  10.00 

1161.  "  D.C.  Munson          do  2.42 

1162.  "  W.S.  Hubbard         do  Rent  of 

House  to  June  15,  53  20,00 

1163.  Allowed  George  Lowe  Marion  Fire  Co.  1.25 

The  following  petition  was  presented  by  Mr.  Carlisle. 

To  the  Honorable  Members  of  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis: 

We,  the  subscribers  of  Marion  County,  State  of  Indiana 
residing  close  to  and  on  the  West  side  of  White  River  in 
Center  Township  in  what  is  commonly  called  "West  Indianapolis" 
being  desirous  of  admission  into  the  corporate  lines  of  the 
city  of  Indianapolis,  and,  to  become  a  part  of  said  corpor- 
ation, and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  guaranteed  to 
the  same  would  respectfully  petition  your  honorable  body  to 
extend  the  corporate  lines  of  said  city  on  the  West  to  the 
present  donation  line,  making  said  corporate  line,  as  ex- 
tended, run  with  and  on,  the  Western  donation  line  across 
the  National  Road  and  include  all  land  now  within  the  donation 
line  west  of  White  River,  which  if  extended  as  prayed  herein 
will  place  all  the  petitioners  hereto  within  the  corporation. 

We  pray  the  above  upon  the  following  conditions  that, 
whereas,  the  Central  Plank  Road  Company  have  erected  a  toll 
gate  upon  the  ^ational  Road  adjoining  to  and  on  the  East  side 
of  White  River  Bridge,  requiring  toll  of  each  and  all  persons 
crossing  said  bridge  and  consequently  there  being  no  free 
communication  from  our  several  residences  to  the  city,  which 
if  not  unjust  and  extortions  under  existing  circumstances 
would  certainly  become  so  in  the  event  of  our  incorporation 
as  a  part  of  your  city,  and  whereas,  it  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  Revised  Statutes,  Vol.  1st  Page  215  that 

"The  Common  Council  shall  have  exclusive  power  over  the 
Streets,  highways,  alleys  &  Bridges  within  such  city,  and  to 
lay  out.  survey,  open,  straighten,  widen,  or  otherwise  alter 
the  same."  And 

They  may  cause  buildings  and  structures  in  the  way  of 
any  street  or  public  improvement  to  be  taken  down  and  ap- 
preciated, etc." 


Therefore,  as  your  honorable  body  has  the  exclusive 
power  in  the  control  of  said  toll  gate,  and  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  our  admission  as  a  part  of  said  corporation, 
we  pray  that  the  same  may  be  removed  from  its  present 
location  to  such  other  place  as  you  may  direct,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  relieve  your  petitioners  from  the  payment  of 
toll  in  their  communication  with  different  parts  of  the  city, 
or  in  the  event  your  body  does  not  see  proper  to  comply  with 
the  above  condition  that  in  line  of  the  same  you  erect  or 
cause  to  be  erected  a  suitable  bridge  across  White  River 
which  will  be  accessable  from  the  National  Road  on  each  side 
of  said  river,  and  will  not  subject  us  to  the  payment  of  toll. 

Signed  Dy   Wm  Schoolcraft,  &  34  others. 

On  Motion, 

Referred  to  the  City  Attorney  with  instructions  to  re- 
port his  opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  granting  the  petition 
and  removing  the  toll  gate  to  the  Donation  line. 

Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

G-entlemen: 

We,  the  undersigned, petitioners  and  property  holders  of 
the  1st  Ward  residing  on  Market  Street  between  East  and  Noble 
streets,  request  your  honorable  body  to  cause  said  Market 
street  and  sidewalks  to  be  surveyed  and  let  out  to  the  lowest 
bidder  for  grading  &  graveling. 

Signed  by  Jno.  E.  Kingsbury  96  ft,   S.W.  Drew,  agt   for 
I.  Hobert  64  ft,   I.  Stinnum  43  ft.   Nehemiah  West  48  ft. 
Christopher  Zimmerman  48  ft.   Eaton  Lussmarn  48  ft.   W.L. 
Lingenfelter  48  ft.   M.  Little,  (for  grading  street,  &  grad- 
ing &  graveling  sidewalk)  152  feet.   W.I.  Wallace  50  ft. 
F.  Kepel  Jr.   35  ft  Gomly  Wert  95  feet,  William  Rafert  35 
feet,  Abel  Fehaff  35  ft.    Wm  L.  Lingenfelter  43  feet, 
Mary  A.  Flack  114  feet. 

On  Motion 

Ordered,  That  the  civil  engineer  give  grade  stakes  for 
said  improvement  and  receive  proposals  for  said  improvement 
and  report  to  this  Council  the  bids  so  received  for  their 
approval. 

Mr.         presented  the  following  petition 

We,  the  undersigned  respectfully  ask  your  honorable 
board  to  pass  an  ordinance  for  the  renting  of  the  vegetable 
stands  in  the  East  &  West  Market  at  such  a  price  as  would 
enable  those  attending  Market  regularly  to  have  an  establish- 
ed place  where  his  customers  could  find  him,  the  present  price 
of  $5  is,  in  our  opinion,  too  much  or  more  than  the  sales  of 
vegetables  will  justify  us  to  pay  &  we  believe  a  less  price 
will  yield  more  revenue  to  the  town,  there  are  some  eight  or 
nine  that  are  unwilling  to  pay  the  price  but  are  willing  to 
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give  $3.  in  each  Market,  beside  you  must  recollect  there  are 
five  months  or  nearly  that,  that  we  can  sell  but  little  if 
any  things  in  our  line  in  the  Market,  the  groceries  have  all 
the  custom  or  they  are  willing  to  buy  our  produce  at  prices 
to  suit  us  both,  &  thereby  avoiding  the  chilling  blasts  of 
wintry  winds  which  necessary  attends  an  attendance  upon  the 
Markets  during  the  winter  months. 

Your  early  attention  to  our  petition  will  confer  a 
favor  on  your  obedidient  servants. 

John  M.  Barneclo 

George  Subter 

Joseph  Kickenbach 

Lacharias  Schuell 

Martin  See ley. 

On  Motion. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  in- 
structions to  report  an  ordinance  embodying  the  prayer  of 
the  petition. 

On  Motion 

The  Select  Committee  heretofore  appointed  to  cause  a 
suitable  building  to  be  erected  for  the  Hook  &  Ladder 
Company,  were  instructed  to  ascertain  where  they  could  pro- 
cure a  suitable  location  for  said  house,  and  report  to  the 
Council  as  soon  as  practicable. 

A  communication  was  received  and  read  relative  to  the  lot 
No  4  in  Square  No  37  from  Comegys  &  McCord. 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with 
authority  to  send  for  persons  &  papers. 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  an 
ordinance  authorizing  the  Evansville,  Indianapolis,  and 
Cleaveland,  Straight  Line  Railroad  Company  to  construct  a 
track  through  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  and  prescribing  the 
terms  thereof. " 

After  amending  it  In  a  few  minor  particulars  the  ordi- 
nance on  Motion  was  laid  on  the  table  till  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption 

Resolved,  That  steps  be  immediately  taken  to  redeem  the 
property  of  the  city  known  as  "West  Market  Space,"  (which 
was  sold  some  time  since  under  an  execution  against  the  city) 
and  purchased  by  I .  L.  Ketchum,  Esqr. ,  and  that  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  Attorney  of  the  city  take 
such  measures  as  they  shall  deem  proper  for  the  recovery  of 
the  property. " 


Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:-  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Fitts,  Strickland,  &  Win- 
gate.  -  14. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Negative  were:  None. 

Mr.  McCarty  from  the  committee  on  finance  reported  that  the 
Bank  consented  to  take  the  loan  of  $5,000  of  the  city,  & 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
City  Clerk  be  instructed  to  prepare  two  notes  of  $2500  each, 
signed  by  the  President  and  Clerk  with  the  official  seal  of 
the  City  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  loan  from  the  Indian- 
apolis Branch  Bank  of  said  amount,  to  be  indorsed  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  said  Bank,  the  Committee  on  finance  to  take 
charge  of  said  notes,  and  make  the  proper  amplication  to  the 
Bank. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  11. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw 
&  Pitts. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Maguire 

Mr.  J.  J.  Dunn  was  allowed  four  months  further  time  to 
grade  and  gravel  his  sidewalk  on  Pennsylvania  street. 

Mr  Nelson  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pre- 
pare a  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  $50,000  and  present  it  for 
approval  of  the  Council  at  next  meeting." 

Which  was  adopted  by   the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  & 
Wingate.  -  14 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  None. 

Mr.  Delzell,  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved, "   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  direceted  to 
examine  the  bridge  at  the  crossing  of  Washington  and  Noble 
Streets  over  Pogues1  Run  and  report  the  best  place  to  build 
a  bridge  over  said  streets. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  & 
Wingate  -  14. 
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Mr  Pitts  oi'fered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Marshal  notify  the  proper  officer 
of  the  Lafayette  &  Indianapolis  Railroad  Company  to  raise  the 
bridge  on  Market  Street  across  the  canal  to  a  level  with  the 
present  grade  of  their  track,  &  make  an  embankment  west  of  the 
bridge,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  freepassage  of  said  bridge. 
Said  work  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  Civil 
Engineer. " 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  afirmative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Dunlap.  Delzell,  Durham,  ^dwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate:  -  14. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  for  adoption  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Marshal  be  instructed  to  strictly 
enforce  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  passage  of  locomotives 
and  railroad  trains,  within  the  city.11 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Carlisle 
Delzell,  Durham,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland, 
&  Wingate  -  9 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Dunlap,  Edwards,  &  Karns,  -  4 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  for  adoption  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  if  any  further  legislation  is  necessary,  or  ex- 
pedient, in  order  to  hold  to  immediate  accountability,  the 
officers  of  such  railroad  trains,  as  may  become  emenable 
to  exisiting  inactments  regulating  the  speed  of  trains  with- 
in the  city  limits. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  & 
Wingate.  -  14 

Mr.  Carlisle  offer  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Cisterns  be 
instructed  to  test  practically  the  quality  of  the  cement  to 
be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  same,  to  the  end  that 
none  but  the  best  quality  of  cement  may  be  used." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  & 
Wingate  -  14 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  None 


Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  notify  the 
property  holders  on  Washington  Street  between  Tennessee  & 
Delaware  Streets,  to  number  their  tenements  in  the  following 
manner,  Blackford  &  Comer  on  Washington  Street  and  Meridian 
Street  shall  be  No.  one  for  East  Washington  Street;  and 
G-raydon's  corner  No.  two,  alternating  so  as  always  to  have 
the  odd  numbers  on  the  South  and  the  even  numbers  on  the 
North  Side  of  the  Street.   Norris'  corner  on  Washington  and 
Meridian  Streets  shall  be  numbered  one  for  West  Washington 
Street  and  Dunlop's  corner  No.  two,  alternating  the  numbers 
as  directed  for  East  Washington  Street.   The  number  of 
each  house  shall  be  designated  by  the  aforesaid  Commissioner, 
and  completed  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  notification, 
The  expenses  to  be  borne  hy   the  respective  property  holders. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  & 
Wingate.  -  14 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

"Resolved,  That  the  sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  be 
authorized  to  procure,  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  such 
standard  weights  and  meaures  as  may  be  required  for  his  use  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

•'•hose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.  -  13. 

A  communication  was  received,  from  Matthew  Little  announcing 
the  appointment  of  Samuel  R.  Mann,  Wesley  Adams,  Edward 
Davis,  &  Chas.  Smith  as  assistant  assessors. 

On  motion  the  above  named  persons  were  confirmed  save 
Charles  Smith. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Central  Canal 
be  requested  to  let  the  water  in  the  Northern  Division  of 
the  Central  Canal  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  seems  to  be  the 
opinion  of  physicians  and  others  that  in  its  present  contition 
it  is  prejudicial  to  the  public  health. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb  &  Wingate.  -  12. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were  Messrs.  Pitts  & 
Strickland. 


A  communication  was  received  from  Wm  D.  Shepherd,  Agt. 
Central  Canal  relative  to  cleansing  said  canal. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
enforce  promptly  and  without  respect  to  persons,  the  ordinance 
passed  on  the  Sixth  day  of  June  relative  to  the  removal  of 
dirt  and  filth  on  Washington  street,  and  the  streets  and  alleys 
contigeous  thereto,  and,  also,  the  ordinance  requiring  the 
filling  of  the  remains  of  the  old  basins,  near  the  canal 
bridge  on  Washington  street,  on  the  South  and  North  sides  of 
said  street. " 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  11 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  McCarty, 
Newcorab,  &  Pitts  -  3. 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Fire  Department 
be  directed  to  purchase  a  lot  for  the  purpose  of  building  an 
Engine  House  for  the  use  of  Invincible  Fire  Company  No.  2." 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  committee  without  instructions. 

Mr  Carlisle  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
draw  up  a  suitable  law  relative  to  establishing  a  House  of 
Correction  or  a  vagrant  law. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were  -  Messrs.  Bra.d- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCa.rty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  & 
Wingate  -  14 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   None. 

Mr.  Karns  orfered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  readvertise  the  letting 
of  the  grading  and  graveling  of  Meridian  Street  from  Circle 
Street  to  Donation  Line,  and  that  he  require  the  bidders  to 
furnish  guarantees  that  they  will  contract  and  give  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  work  if  awarded  to  them, 
and  upon  the  reception  of  said  bids  to  report  them  to  the 
Council  for  their  approval. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edv/ards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  & 
Wingate.  -  14 


Mr  Bradshaw  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Marshal  be  directed  to  cause  the 
cross  ties  and  other  rubbish  to  be  removed  from  the  sidewalks 
where  the  Lawrenceburg  &  Upper  Mississippi  Rail  Road  crosses 
Alabama,  New  Jersey  &  East  Streets. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  votes: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Strickland 
&  Wingate.  -  8 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Dunlap, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson  Newcomb  &  Pitts.  -  6 

Mr  Delzell  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed, (at 
the  proper  time)  to  have  shade  trees  set  out  around  the 
Free  School  lots  in  the  city. 

On  Motion 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Karn  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Revision  be  instructed 
to  report  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  posting  of  show  bills 
&c,  on  buildings  without  the  consent  of  the  owners. M 

On  Motion 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  for  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  any  member  presenting  a  petition  or  offer- 
ing a  resolution,  shall  rise  in  his  place,  address  the  chair, 
and  present  them  through  the  President  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Council. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  & 
Wingate  -  14. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  None. 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned  to  meet  Wednesday  at 
3  o  'clock,  P.M. 

Attest  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor. 

Daniel  B  Culley 
City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber        ) 
Indianapolis  June  22d  1853.) 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present  Messrs. 
Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Strickland  &  Wingate.  - 

Mr.  Maguire,  was  elected  President  protem  pore. 

On  Motion, 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

1164.  Allowed  Philip  Juners,  digging  wells  at  Marion 
Engine  House  $  29.30 

1165.  Allowed  Philip  Juners,  digging  wells  at 

Cistern  cr  of  Mich  &  Penn  St  -  17.75 

1166.  Allowed  Hiram  Lewis  hauling  gravel  20.00 

1167.  Allowed  Richard  Berry  hauling  gravel  making 

foot  ways,  etc  17.50 

1168.  Allowed  G-.G-.  Holraan  125  carts  load  gravel  on 

E.  Market  Space  5^  6.25 

1169.  Allowed  Comegys  &  McCord,  building  bridge  over 
Pogues •  Run  at  Alabama  Streets  353.47 

Messrs.  Comegys  &  McCord  account  of  widening  Delaware 
Street  amounting  to  $268.00,  was 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  bridges,  with  instructions 
to  report  the  contract,  if  any,  by  which  the  city  became 
liable  for  the  payment  of  said  account. 

The  plan  of  a  bridge  for  Indiana  Avenue  as  reported  by  the 
Civil  Engineer  was  accepted. 

On  Motion: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  advertise  for  proposals. 

Mr  Newcomb,  presented  the  following  petition: 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
I  have  a  sufficient  amount  of  grading  and  graveling 

done  on  the  sidewalk  of  Pennsylvania  street  to  have  it 

estimated  as  I  must  have  some  of  the  "Nedfel"  Please  give 

it  your  attention. 

June  22d  1853.  Lorenzo  D  Wilson 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb,  it  was 

Qrdered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  make  estimate  of  work 
done  on  the  ^ast  sidewalk  of  Pennsylvania  Street  between 
Washington  &  Michigan  streets  by  L.D  Wilson,  and  furnish 
said  Wilson  with  the  estimate  less  10  per  cent  for  collection, 


Mr.  Hugh  Slaven  contractor  for  grading  and  graveling  New 
York  street  between  New  Jersey  &  Alabama  to  whom  was  furnished 
an  estimate  for  labor  done  on  said  street,  notified  the  Council 
that  Wm  Wells  owning  property  on  said  street,  refused  to  pay 
the  amount  assessed  against  him  because  of  damages  said  to 
have  been  done  him  by  reason  of  a  gravel  pit  being  dug  in 
front  of  his  property  whilst  the   improvement  by  grading  and 
graveling  of  New  Jersey  street  was  in  progress. 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  Mr.  Delzell  of  the  1st  Ward  be  appoint- 
ed a  committee  of  one  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Wells  &  procure  from 
him  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  damages  he  claims  against 
the  city. 

The  Street  Commissioner  made  report  relative  to  the  cisterns. 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  cisterns. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  now  proceed  to  select  two 
papers  to  publish  the  ordinances  and  the  public  matters  ordered 
by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  ^ewcomb  moved  that  the  word  two  be  stricken  out  and "one" 
inserted. 

Upon  a  call  the  question  was  divided. 

The  Motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "two"  prevailed. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  the  word 
"three," 

Fnich  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  Newcomb  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  "one" 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
it  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Dun- 
lap,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Strickland  & 
Wingate.  -  8 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Delzell  &  McCarty.   3 


Mr.  Newoomb  &  Delzell  were  appointed  tellers. 

The  Locomotive  was  selected  on  the  second  Ballot. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following: 

Resolved:   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  make 
estimate  of  the  filling  and  grading  at  North  &  South  ends  of 
the  bridge  over  Pogues  Run  on  Alabama  Street,  and  report  to 
the  next  Council. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire  McCarty, 
Nelson  Newcomb,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  11. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  of  the 
Council  be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  confer  with  the 
Editor  of  the  Volks  Blaat  and  ascertain  from  him  upon  what 
terms  he  will  publish  in  said  papers  the  ordinances  and  other 
matters  which  may  be  ordered  by  the  Council. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Dun- 
lap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Strickland  &  Wingate.  -  10 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Mr.  Bradshaw. 

Messrs.  Newcomb,  Dunlap,  &  Delzell  was  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Delzell  chairman  of  the  committee  on  streets  and  alleys 
reported  as  follows:  The  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
streets  and  alleys  beg  leave  to  report  the  petition  praying 
for  the  grading  and  graveling  of  the  sidewalk  on  South  side 
of  Washington  street  between  New  Jersey  street  and  Donation 
Line  to  the  petitioners  for  further  signatures. 

Samuel  Delzell 

On  Motion 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  petition  ordered  to  be 
returned. 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  order  passed  June  6th  1853,  direct- 
ing the  Street  Commissioner  to  notify  the  property  holders 
near  the  Central  Canal  to  fill  up  holes  in  their  property 
on  either  side  of  Washington  street  be  rescinded. 

On  Motion 

Laid  on   the   Table  until  next  meeting. 


Mr.  Pitts,  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners  for  the  improvement 
of  the  North  Sidewalk  of  Washington  Street,  between  the 
Canal  and  White  River,  asked  the  privilege  of  amending  said 
petition  by  adding  after  Washington  Street  where  it  occurs 
in  said  petition  the  words  "and  National  Road"  which  request 
was  granted,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  set  grade  stakes  in 
accordance  with  said  change. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned. 

Attest:  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor. 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk  - 


Common  Council  Chamber 
Monday,  July  4th  1853. 


Council  met,  and 


On  Motion 

Adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Thursday,  July  7. 

Caleb  Scudder 
Attest  Mayor 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk. 


Common  Council  Chamber    ) 
Thursday,  July  7th  1853.) 

Common  Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle, 
Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate.  Councilmen,  &  Scudder,  ? resident, 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer  because  of  sickness  failed  to  make  monthly 
report. 

The  Street  Commissioner  made  the  following  report: 

The  cistern  at  the  crossing  of  Tennessee  &  South  sts. 
is  full  of  water.   Being  perfectly  water  tight. 

Upon  examination  of  the  well  at  the  crossing  of  Wash- 
ington* St.  &  Pennsylvania  St.  it  is  my  opinion  it  should  be 
filled  up.  Wm.  Hughey,  St.  Com. 

1181.  Allowed, Brown  &  Kemper;  for  Lumber,  2894  ft 

Oak,  $1.30  $37.62 

1182.  Allowed, Philip  Juners,  Well  at  W.L.F.  Co's 
Eng.  H.  $33.35 

Do.  Allowed, Philip  Juners  Well  at 

Cr.  Washington  &   Meridian  St.   22_.50 55.85 

1187.  Allowed, J.  &  J.  Bradshaw,  20  lbs 

Star  Candles  5.25 

1183.  Allowed, Weaver  &  Williams  Common  Council 

Chamber  fixtures  51.50 

1185.  Allowed,  Field  &  Day  Common  Council  Chamber 
fixtures  26.00 

1186.  Allowed,  H.S.  Kellogg  Common  Council  Chamber 
Spittoone  5.25 

1184.  Allowed,  J  F.  Ramsay  Common  Council  Chamber 
fixtures  25.50 

The  Engineers  certificate  of  the  capacity  of  the  cistern 
erected  by  George  D.  Pipher  at  the  intersection  of  East 
street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue,  as  on  motion,  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  cisterns. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Street  Commissioner 
was  read: 

"The  bridge  across  the  canal  on  Maryland  street  will 
have  to  be  taken  down  and  new  timbers  put  in  the  abutments. 

Wm  Hughey,  St.  Com. " 

On  Motion: 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  bridges. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  the  following 
ordinance. 

An  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  lighting  of  a  part  of 
Washington  Street  with  gas. 


Whereas ,  The  owners  of  real  estate  fronting  on  the  North 
side  of  Washington  Street,  between  Pennsylvania  and  Meridian 
streets  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  have  petition  their 
Common  Council  to  provide  for  lighting  that  part  of  said 
street  with  gas  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  or- 
dinance approved  November  November  10th,  1851,  Wherefore, 

(Engineers  estimate  at  the  end  of  Proceedings) 

Section  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,  That  there  shall  be  erected  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Civil  Engineer  three  lamp  posts,  on  the  North 
side  of  Washington  street  between  Pennsylvania  &  Meridian 
streets,  with  the  necessary  lamps  and  fixtures.   And  that 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  furnishing 
such  posts  and  lamps,  providing  their  necessary  apparatus, 
and  of  lighting,  extinguishing  and  cleaning  the  lamps, 
furnishing  gas  and  repairing  said  posts  and  lamps  forcne 
year  from  the  passage  of this  ordinance , there  is  hereby 
levied  a  tax  of  thirty  nine  and  one  half  cents  on  each 
lineal  foot  of  real  estate  fronting  on  Washington  street  be- 
tween the  points  aforesaid,  making  in  all  the  sum  of  One 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  that  being  the  estimate  of  the 
civil  engineer  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.   Said  tax  shall  be  collected  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance  in 
relation  to  lighting  the  city",  approved  November  10th  1853." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  and  Wingate.  -  12. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  None. 

The  following  communication  from  the  City  Attorney  having 
been  read,  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Maguire. 

Ordered,  To  be  entered  upon  the  record  of  proceedings: 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  citizens  of  West  Indianapolis  with  instructions  to  re- 
port his  opinion  of  the  legality  of  granting  the  same,  and 
removing  the  toll  gate  to  the  Donation  line  reports  as 
follows: 

"The  City  of  Indianapolis  embraces  all  that  portion  of 
Center  Township,  in  the  County  of  Marion,  East  of  White  River, 
donated  by  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Indiana  for  a 
permanent  seat  of  government.   Local  laws,  1847,  p  57. 

There  are  two  modes  of  annexing  territory  adjoining  the 
city,  pointed  out  by  the  Statute;  and,  as  it  is  not  stated 
in  the  petition,  whether  or  not,  the  territory  described 
therein,  has  been  laid  off  and  platted,  and  a  record  of  the 
same  made  in  the  Recorder's  office  of  Marion  County,  I  will 
state  the  proceedings  in  each: 


1.  By  Section  3  of  an  act  approved  March  2d,  1853, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
Incorporation  of  cities"  approved  June  18,  1852,"  "Whenever 
there  shall  be,  or  shall  have  heretofore  been  lots  laid  off 
and  platted,  adjoining  such  city,  and  a  record  of  the  same 
is  made  in  the  Recorder's  office  of  the  proper  county,  the 
Common  Council  may,  by  a  resolution  of  the  board,  extend  the 
boundaries  of  such  city  so  as  to  include  such  lots;  and  the 
lots  thus  annexed  shall  thereafter  form  a  part  of  such  city, 
and  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same.   The  Common 
Council  shall  immediately  thereafter,  file  a  copy  of  such 
resolution  together  with  plat  and  map  of  survey,  defining  the 
metes  and  boundaries  of  such  addition,  in  the  office  of  the 
Recorder  aforesaid,  which  plat  shall  be  recorded." 

Acts  1853  p22,  sec.  3, 

2.  If  the  city  desires  to  annex  contiguous  territory, 
not  platted  or  laid  off,  the  Common  Council  must  present  a 
petition  to  the  Board  df  County  Commissioners,  setting  forth 
the  reasons  for  such  annexation,  and  accompany  the  same  with 
a  plat  or  map  accurately  describing  by  metes  and  bound  the 
territory  proposed  to  be  attached,  which  must  be  verified 

by  affidavit.   The  Council  must  give  thirty  days  notice,  by 
publication,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  city  of  the 
intended  petition,  stating  in  such  notice  the  territory 
sought  to  be  annexed.   Upon  the  reception  of  such  petition, 
the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  considers  the  same,  hears 
the  testimony  offered  for  or  against  such  annexation,  and  if, 
after  inspection  of  the  map,  and  of  all  proceedings,  had  in 
the  case,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  petition  should 
be  granted,  it  shall  cause  an  entry  to  be  made  in  the  order 
book,  specifying  the  territory  annexed  with  the  boundaries 
of  the  same  according  to  the  survey,  and  they  shall  cause  an 
attested  copy  of  such  entry  to  be  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  such  county,  which  shall  be  conclusive 
evidence  in  all  courts  of  such  annexation;  and  the  Common 
Council  shall  cause  a  plat  of  the  annexed  territory  to  be 
recorded.   R.S.  1852,  Vol.  2,  p.  221,  Sec.  82,  &  83. 

But  can  the  toll  gate  be  removed  from  the  East  end  of 
the  bridge  across  White  River,  to  the  Donation  line,  west  of 
White  River?   The  toll  gate  is  on  the  Cumberland  or  National 
Road.   That  road  was  constructed  by  the  United  States. 
It  diverges  from  Washington  street  at  a  point  nearly  opposite 
McCutcheon's  store,  and  runs  in  a  direction  considerably 
North  of  West  to  the  river,  where  said  toll  gate  is  erected, 
thence  across  said  river  on  the  bridge,  thence  through  West 
Indianapolis  in  a  Westernly  direction. 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  April  11,  1848,  so 
much  of  said  road  as  lies  within  the  state  of  Indiana,  and 
all  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  same, together 
with  all  the  timber,  stone,  and  other  materials  belonging  to 


the  United  States  and  procured  for  the  purpose  of  being  used 
in  the  construction  of  said  road,  and  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  every  kind  belonging  to  the  United  States  as 
connected  with  said  road  in  said  state,  was  transferred  and 
surrendered  to  the  State  of  Indiana.   Acts  of  Congress  1848 
p  133. 

The  "Central  Plank  Road  Company"  by  whom  said  toll  gate 
was  erected  and  is  maintained  at  the  east  end  of  said  bridge, 
was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state. 
Approved  Jany  16,  1849. 

Section  17  of  said  act  authorized  said  company  to  take 
possession  of,,  occupy,  and  use  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing a  plank  road  thereon,  all  that  portion  of  road  known  as 
the  "National  Road"  together  with,  etc.  lying  between  the 
eastern  line  of  the  county  of  Hancock,  and  the  western  line 
of  the  county  of  Putnam;  and  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
heretofore  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  regard  to  such 
part  of  said  National  Road,  and  which  have  been  surrendered 
to  the  State  of  Indiana,  were  transferred  to  and  vested  in 
the  said  company,  for  the  purposes  contemplated  in  said  act. 

Sec.  19  after  authorizing  said  company  on  the  completion 
of  a  certain  portion  of  said  road,  as  provided  in  said  actc 
to  erect  a  half  toll  gate,  &c. ,  provides  that  for  every 
additional  four  miles  of  said  road  so  completed,  said  company 
may  erect  erect  either  half  or  whole  toll-gates,  and  at  such- 
places  in  said  road  as  the  directors  of  said  company  may 
judge  for  the  best  interests  of  said  company,  and  demand  and 
receive  tolls  for  passing  said  gates  at  the  rates,  etc. 

This  corporation  is  to  continue  for  the  term  of  fifty 
years.   But  the  legislature  may  at  any  time,  when  said 
company  shall  have  violated  any  of  the  provisions  of  their 
charter  repeal  the  same;  and  the  charter  may  at  any  time  be 
altered  or  amended  at  the  request  of  two  thirds  of"  the  stock- 
holders of  said  company.   Local  Laws  1849  pp.  195,  201. 

The  Central  Plank  Road  Company  was  formed  under  this 
act,  accepted  the  charter,  proceeded  to  the  construction 
of  the  road  according  to  its  provisions,  and  have  completed 
the  greater  portion  of  said  road. 

The  charter  of  said  company  is  a  contract  between  the 
State  &  the  corporators,  and  can  be  altered  or  amended  only 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  charter;  nor  can  it  be  re- 
pealed except  in  case  of  the  violation  of  some  one  of  its 
provisions. 

If  two-thirds  of  the  Stockholders  request  the  legislature 
to  make  an  alteration  or  amendment, the  alteration  or  amend- 
ment, made,  to  be  binding  on  the  company,  must  be  such  as  is 
requested.   But  if  the  alteration  or  amendment  made  by  the 
Legislature  should  differ  from  that  requested  and  be  accepted 


by  the  company,  or  should  the  company  accept  or  act  under  any 
part  of  the  amendment,  the  company  would  be  bound  to  observe 
the  whole.   The  charter  of  said  company  was  amended  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  approved  January  8th  1850.   This  act 
altered  the  charter  in  several  important  particulars,  and  re- 
pealed a  part,  but  did  not  interfere,  in  the  least  with  the 
provisions  of  Section  19,   This  act  was  passed  at  the  request 
of  the  requisite  number  of  stockholders  and  accepted  by  the 
c  o  rap  any . 

The  charter  was  further  amended  by  an  act  approved  Feb- 
ruary loth,  1851.   In  this  act  it  is  provided  among  other 
things,  "that  said  company  shall  not  be  permitted  to  erect  or 
maintain  any  toll  gate  or  gates  within  three  miles  of  the  city 
of  Indianapolis  either  East  or  West."   Local  Laws  1851  p  313. 

The  amendments  in  the  last  act,  differed,  I  am  informed, 
from  those  requested,  it  is,  also,  burdened  with  provisoes, 
and  has  therefor,  never  been  accepted,  or  any  thing  done 
under  it  by  the  said  company.   If  this  be  true,  said  last 
named  act  is  void;  it  is  not  binding  on  the  company.   But  if 
it  is  otherwise,  and  said  company  has  done  or  omitted  to  do 
any  other  act  which  amounts  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter,  it 
would  be  competent  for  the  Legislature  to  repeal  the  same,  or 
the  company  might  be  dissolved  according  to  the  provisions  of 
Article  44,  chap  1,  vol.  2,  Rev.  St.  1852. 

As  between  the  city  and  the  plank  road  company,  therefore, 
the  case  stands  thus:   The  toll  gate  in  question  is  on  the 
National  Road;  that  road  was  constructed  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  so  much  of  the  sanies  as  lies  within 
the  State  of  Indiana  surrendered  by  said  government  to  said 
State:   The  State  of  Indiana  transferred  a  portion  of  said 
road  to  said  company,  and  authorized  said  company  whenever 
six  continuous  miles  were  completed  to  erect  a  half  toll  gate, 
etc.,  and  for  every  additional  four  miles  completed  to  erect 
toll  gates,  at  such  places  on  said  road,  as  they  might  judge 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  company;  and  the  said  toll  gate 
is  on  that  portion  of  said  road  so  transferred  to  said  company. 
The  city,  then,  cannot  remove  said  toll  gate,  from  its  present 
position.   But  if  it  should  be  contended  that  the  portion  of 
"the  National  Road  East  of  White  River  between  the  bridge  and 
the  point  where  the  said  road  diverges  from  Washington  street, 
is  a  street  of  and  belongs  to  the  city,  and,  as  such,  is  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council,  which  would  seem  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Common  Council  vs 
McClure  "D.  Carter  Ind.  Rep.  p  147,  the  Council  has  no 
jurisdiction  over  streets,  &c:,  on  the  west  side  of  White  River, 
and  can  acquire  none  that  would  authorize  it  to  interfere  with 
or  abridge  the  rights  of  the  p lank  road  company,  while  the 
charter  of  the  company  remains  in  force.   The  Common  Council 
may  annex  the  territory  embraced  in  the  petition  if  it  has  been 
or  should  be  laid  off  and  platted,  and  a  record  of  the  same 
made  in  the  Recorder's  office,  by  a  resolution  of  the  board 


of  Councilmen  filing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  &c.  as  provided 
in  Section  3  of  the  act  of  1353,  above  cited,  but  such  annex- 
ation would  confer  no  right  on  the  Council  to  remove  the  toll 
gate  to  the  donation  line;  the  directors  might  remove  the  gate 
to  the  West  end  of  the  bridge,  if  they  should  deem  it  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  company. 

Section  57  of  the  Act  Incorporating  cities t   R. S.  1352 
vol  1  p  215,  v/hich  act  has  been  adopted  as  the  charter  of  this 
city,  gives  the  Common  Council  no  authority  to  control  the 
exercise  of  or  deprive  a  corporation  of  any  of  its  chartered 
rights;  in  territory  which  may  be  annexed  to  the  cit3r.   If 
territory, where  such  rights  have  been  granted  by  the  State 
is  annexed  such  territory  comes  in  and  the  Common  Council 
exercises  jurisdiction  over  it,  subject  to  the  rights,  which 
have  been  granted. 

Respectfully  Submitted 

Napoleon  3.  Taylor,  City  Attorney 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Carlisle 

The  City  Clerk  was  required  to  report  to  next  Council 
what  contracts  have  been  made  requiring  cash  payments. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  claims  reported  as  follows: 
"The  committee  on  claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Abner  Smith  asking  a  allowance  $1  50/100  per  day  for  labor 
under  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  report  that  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  petition  should  not  granted. 

W.A.  Bradshaw, 

H.H.  Nelson 

N.  Edwards 

On  Motion  concurred  in. 

1175.  Allowed  Abner  Smith  for  9-|  days  labor  ©1.25  $11.87 

Mr.  Karns  froT  the  committee  on  Bridges  made  the  following 
report: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  an  account  of 
Comegys  &  McCord  for  widening  the  bridge  on  Delaware  street 
across  Pogues  Run,  have  examined  the  Records  of  Proceedings 
of  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
Council  authorized  any  contract  of  said  bridge  and  find  the 
following  antry  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Council  of  September 
6th,  1852. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  repair  the  bridge  over 
Pogues  Run  at  the  crossing  of  Delaware  Street  and  make  it 
straight  with  the  street." 

Whether  the  Council  intended  by   this  order  to  authorize 
an  out  lay  as  great  as  the  bill  presented  we  leave  the  Council 
to  say.   The  committee  on  bridges  who  it  appears  was  a  party 
to  the  contract  &  had  no  such  authority  given  them,  as  far  as 
the  proceedings  of  the  Council  show. 


The  committee  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  Council  for 
the  consideration.         William  H.  Karns) 

E.H.  Wingate    ) 
Daniel  Carlisle  ) 

The  report  was  received  and  the  committee  discharged. 

James  Woods  estimate  of  the  filling  at  the  ends  of  bridge 
over  Pogues '  Run,  on  Alabama  street,  was  read,  and  on  motion, 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  bids  for  the  building  of  a  bridge  over  canal  at  Indiana 
Avenue  were  opened,  read  and  compared. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dun lap 

The  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to  contract  with  Owen 
Cullings  for  the  building  of  said  bridge; 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitts, 

The  City  Clerk  was  requested  to  present  said  contract, 
in  writing  to  the  Council  at  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Carlisle  asked  if  v/hat  action  the  judiciary  committee  had 
taken  on  the  resolution  of  the  Council  requiring  them  to  re- 
port a  suitable  law  relative  to  establishing  a  House  of  Refuge, 
or  a  vagrant  Law. 

The  Chairman,  Mr.  Newcomb,  being  absent, 
Mr.  Carlisle  moved  that  the  committee  have  further  time. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs. 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  &  Mr. 
President  -  7 

Those  vv'ho  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  6 

G-eo.  W.  Pitts  from  the  committee  on  cisterns  made  the  follow- 
ing report. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Street  Commissioner  relative  to  the  Cisterns  erected  by  W.  Woods 
report  that  the  cisterns  located  as  follows,  viz:  one  in  front 
of  3d  Ward  School  House,  one  in  front  of  McCords  House,  one  at 
crossing  of  Delaware  and  Washington  streets  have  been  received 
&  paid  for  heretofore;  the  cisterns  at  the  crossing  of  Ohio  & 
Meridian  street,  one  at  the  intersection  of  East  and  Washington 
streets  are  in  good  order  and  agreeable  to  contract.   They 
therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  settle 
with  Wra  Woods  for  the  building  of  said  cisterns  and  draw  an 
an  order  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  amount  yet  due  him. 

George  W.  Pitts,  Chair. 

The  report  was  received  and  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 


41 


Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate.   12 
Those  v;ho  voted  in  the  negative  were:  None. 

Mr.  Pitts  from  the  committee  on  Markets  presented  the  follow- 
ing report. 

The  committee  on  Markets  offer  the  following  report,  we 
believe,  the  repairs  made  on  East  Market  House  by  Mr.  Allen 
Wilson  to  be  done  according  to  contract,  the  roofing  measures 
84  40/100  squares.  Your  committee  recommends  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,   That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  settle 
with  Mr.  Wilson  for  said  work,  and  draw  an  order  upon  the 
Treasury  for  the  amount  found  due  him."  G-eorge  W.  Pitts. 

The  Report  was  received,  and  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzel,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  12.  ■ 

Those  v/ho  voted  in  the  negative  were:  None. 

Mr.  Wilson  prayed  the  Council  for  an  allowance  of  $27.20. 
being  the  amount  he  paid  for  the  building  of  brick  pillars 
in  the  Markets  more  than  he  received  under  his  contract. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.  Carlisle  from  the  committee  on  the  Fire  Department 
presented  the  following  report: 

The  committee  v/ho  was  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  purchasing  a  lot  for  the  use  of  Invincible 
Fire  Company  No.  2,  would  report  favorable,  and  recommend 
the  Council  to  purchase  one. 

D.  Carlisle 

E.  H.  Wingate 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  the  committee  on  the  Fire  Department  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  purchase  a  lot  nor  owned  by   Mr. 
Woods,  on  East  street,  at  a  price  not  to  exceed  four  hundred 
($400)  dollars. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  the  vote  be  reconsidered. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  adding  "from  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  adoption  of  the  motion  as 
amended,  was  not  put  by  the  chair. 

Mr.  Karns  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  reported 
as  follows: 

"The  Committee  who  was  authorized  to  cast  about  for 
a  location  for  a  house  for  the  Kook  &  Ladder  Company  have 


attended  to  that  duty,  and  report  as  follows:  They  can  pro- 
cure a  lease  of  a  lot  of  ground  suitable  for  such  house  of 
Mr.  Culley  for  $40  per  year  with  the  privilege  of  three 
years.   They,  therefore,  recommend,  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
llowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Fire  Department  be 
instructed'to  procure  a  lease  of  David  V.  Culley"  of  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  ground  lying  on  Pennsylvania  street 
between  Market  &  Ohio  streets,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
house  for  said  Hook  &  Ladder  Go's  wagon,  at  the  sum  not 
greater  than  forty  Dollars. 

W.  H.  Karns.  ) 

H.  H.  Nelson 

Geo.  W.  Pitta) 

The  report  was  received  and  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs. 
Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  ^arns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate.   10 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  Bradshaw 
&  Dunlap. 

F.  Foltz  acct  for  repairs  of  "O.K's  Bucket  wagon  amounting  to 
$47.25,  was  on  motion  referred  to  the  committee  on  accounts. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Bridges  be  instructed 
to  have  the  abutments  of  bridge  crossing  the  canal  immediate- 
ly repaired  and  put  in  good  condition  so  that  the  work  may 
be  done  before  the  water  is  again  let  into  the  canal. " 

Adopted  by  the  folllwing  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  11  -  Negative  - 
Delzell. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed 
to  open  gutters  on  South  Street  beginning  at  or  near  the 
Madison  &  Indianapolis  R.R.  Det>ot,  running  west  to  Pennsyl- 
vania St.  without  delay,  and  assess  the  expense  against  the 
property  holders." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  v/ho  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.   12 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  None. 

On  Motion  adjournment  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  11th  1853 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor. 
Attest 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk. 


Estimate  of  the  cost  of  three  lamp  posts,  lamps  and.  apparatus, 
and  fixing  up  the  same,  and  also,  of  the  cost  of  furnishing 
gas,  lighting,  extinguishing,  and  cleaning  the  lamps,  and 
repairing  the  posts  and  lamps,  for  one  year.   Said  lamps  to 
be  put  up  on  the  North  side  of  Washington  Street,  between 
Meridian  &  Pennsylvania  Streets: 
To  3  lamp  costs  @  $12  each  $36.00 

11   3  lamps       ©  t  6   »  18.00 

1   3  burners,  pipes,  &  copper  cocks, 

@  $2.50  each  7.50 

M   erecting  and  fixing  the  lamps  &  posts, 

etc.  8.50    $70.00 


H   furnishing  gas  for  one  year 

@  $25. 

each  lamp. 

75.00 

"  lighting,  extinguishing,  and 

.  cleaning 

the  lamps. 

7.00 

"  probable  cost  of 

keeping  the 

lamps  in 

repair 

8.00 

90.00 

igTeo.oo 

Which  sum  is  to  be 

paid  by  the 

owners  of  property, 

on  said 

street,  in  proportJ 

.on  t: 

d  the  number  in  proportion 

to  the 

number  of  feet  owned  by 

each;  m 

■iz: 

ft  in 

3) 

Isreal  Phillips'  heirs, 

17.6 

$   6.91. 

Jas.  C.  Gohn 

17.0 

6.71J 

Mrs .  Edgar 

20.6 

8.10 

Little  &  Wiley 

17.0 

6.71| 

S.A.  Fletcher 

28.1-i- 

11.11 

C .  Garner 

17.0 

6.71^ 

Ward 

17.6 

6.91 

Jas.  p.  Drake 

55. 7| 

64.  lj 

254. 4| 

21.97$ 

25.33* 

Morrison  &  Talbott 

$100. 48f 

Brought  Up 

254. 4£ 
ft  in 

$100. 48$ 

Adam  Knodle 

12. 1* 

4.79 

Stephen  Tomlinson 

18.6. 

7.31 

Isaac  N.  Phipps 

20.0. 

7.90 

Daniel  Yandes  . 

28.6 

11.26 

Wra  Hannaman 

45.0 

17.78 

S.  G-.  Patterson 

8.6 

3.36 

Mrs.  Brown 

18.0 

7.11i 
$160.00 

405.0 

James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer 


Common  Council  Chamber. ) 
Monday  July  11th,  1853.) 

The  Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle, 
Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate,  Councilmen  &  C  .  Scuc.der, 
President. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Shortridge  presented  hjbsbond  as  Treasurer  in  the 
sum  of  $50,000  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Carlisle  was 
accepted. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Street  Commissioner 
was  read: 

To  the  Honorable  Body,  the  Common  Council,  You  are 
hereby  informed  that  the  bridge  on  Noble  Street  across  the 
Lawrenceburg  &  Upper  Mississippi  Railroad  tract  cannot  be 
crossed  by  a  wagon  with  half  a  load. 

The  hole  west  of  the  Depot  Tavern  is  requested  to  be  filled 
up  by  the  citizens.        Wm  Hughey_,  St.  Com. 

On  Motion  referred  to  the  committee  on  Streets  and  alleys. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Maguire  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the 
following  resolution  presented: 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  accounts,  submitted  for 
allowance  to  the  Council  shall  be  made  out  in  detail,  show- 
ing plainly  what  work  is  done,  when  it  was  done,  at  what 
prices,  and  in  what  ward  and  street,  with  a  certificate  of 
the  person  authorized  to  make  the  contract  that  the  work  was 
done  by  his  authority  and  that  the  price  is  reasonable. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  and  Wingate  -  12. 

Elder  &  Harkness  acct  for  Printing  amounting  to  $48.75. 
Philip   Socks  acct  for  cleaning  grave  yard  $12.00;  &  Philip 
Inners  for  digging  well  at  intersection  of  Michigan  and 
Pennsylvania  streets  18  ft  deep  at  $1.00  $19.80.  were  all 
referred  to  committee  on  accounts. 

Mr.  wewcomb  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  pre- 
sented the  following  report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Council,  as  to  the  necessity  of  further 
legislation  in  order  to  hold  the  officers  of  Railroad  trains 


to  accountability  for  violation  of  exisiting  enactments  re- 
gulating the  speed  of  trains  within  the  city  respectfully 
report,  that  by  the  several  ordinances  relative  to  Railroads 
within  the  city,  the  Terre  Haute,  Central,  Union  Track  and 
Lawrenceburg  and  Upper  Mississippi  Railroad  Company  are 
limited  to  a  speed  of  five  miles  per  hour,  and  the  Lafayette 
and  Indianapolis  Railroad  to  four  miles,  and  reasonable 
penalties  are  provided  where  those  rates  are  exceeded;  but 
it  is  notorious  that  no  regard  is  paid  by  those  running 
trains  through  the  city,  to  the  above  named  provision,  and 
they  are  habitually  violated.   Your  committee  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  have  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  uniform  rate  of  speed  should  be  established  for  all 
the  railroads  in  the  city,  and  that  the  maximum  limit  should 
be  fixed  8  to  10  miles  per  hour,  and  that  adequate  penalties 
should  be  imposed  upon  the  Engineers  in  charge  of  trains, 
and  upon  the  Companies  themselves,  for  exceeding  that  limit. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  an  ordinance  em- 
bracing the  provisions  above  indicated. 

H.  C.  Newcomb,  Chrm. 

On  Motion 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newcomb  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  pre- 
sented the  following  report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
solution of  the  Council,  directing  them  to  confer  with  the 
officers  of  the  Central  plank  Road  Compan}^,  and  ascertain 
upon  what  terms  said  Company  will  cede  Washington  street  to 
the  city;  repectfully  report  that  they  are  advised  by  said 
company  that  it  is  willing  to  relinquish  to  the  city  so  much 
of  Washington  Street  as  is  embraced  in  said  road;  that  the 
counsel  of  said  company  have  oeen   directed  to  investigate 
the  question  whether  the  city  or  said  company  has  the  par- 
amount right  to  said  street,  and  that  if  they  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  same  now  belongs  to  the  city  they  will 
not  hereafter  make  any  improvements  nor  build  or  repair  any 
bridges  thereon. 

H.  C.  Newcomb.  Chr. 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  same  committee  reported  as  follows: 

"The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
solution of  the  Council  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a 
house  of  refuge,  or  the  enactment  of  a  vagrant  law,  respect- 
fully report,  that  while  they  are  favorable  to  the  proposition 
embraced  in  the  first  branch  of  thd  resolution  at  a  proper 
time;  the  city  has  not  at  this  time  the  necessary  means  to 
carry  the  same  into  effect,  nor  is  the  population  of  the  city 
sufficient  to  justify  the  step  at  present,  they,  therefore, 
request  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
that  part  of  the  resolution.   The  committee  further  report 


that  they  have  the  subject  of  a  vagrant  lav/  under  consider- 
ation and  will  be  ready  to  report  the  same  at  the  next 
regular  meeting.  H.  C.  Newcomb  Chr. 

Which  was  received,  and  their  request  granted. 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  same  committee  reported  as  follows: 

"The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Levi  Coraegys  and  Joseph  McCord  relative  to  an 
alledged  purchase  by  said  Comegys  &  McCord  of  lot  No  4  in 
Square  No.  37,  report,  that  the  City  Council  at  a  meeting 
held  in  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  November,  A.  D. ,  1851,  author- 
ized David  V.  Culley  to  sell  said  lot;  and  on  the  1st  of 
November,  A*  D.  1852,  said  Culley  reported  to  the  Council 
that  said  Comegys  &  McCord  were  desireous  of  purchasing  the 
same,  and  proposed  to  pay  for  it  $700  in  instalments,  $200 
payable  Wlarch  1st  1853,  the  balance  in  three  annual  payments 
with  interest  and  the  Council  then  passed  a  resolution 
accepting  said  proposition  and  direct*. ng  the  President  & 
Secretary  to  said  proposed  purchasers,  to  execute  a  bond  to 
said  proposed  purchasers,  to  make  a  deed  in  behalf  of  the 
Council  on  payment  therefor  according  to  the  terms  of  their 
proposition.   No  bond  was  executed  nor  was  the  $200  paid  at 
the  time  provided,  nor  was  the  same  tendered  until  after  the 
Council  had  in  effect  rescinded  the  resolution  accepting  the 
above  proposition  by  appropriating  said  lot  to  a  different 
purpose.   The  evidence  before  the  Committee  leads  them  to  the 
conclusion  that  said  Comegys  and  McCord  had  voluntarily 
abandoned  the  proposition  to  purchase  said  lot,  before  and 
after  the  1st  of  March,  1853,  and  that  the  city  is  under  no 
legal  obligation  to  convey  the  same  to  Comegys  &  McCord;  They, 
therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution: 

H.  C.  Newcomb,  Chr. 
"Resolved,  That  the  Council  deem  it  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests  to  sell  lot  No.  4  in  Square  No.  37  and  that 
the  Street  Commissioner  cause  the  same  to  be  cleared  off  with- 
in thirty  days  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  used  for  city 
purposes. " 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  claims  reported  as  follows: 
The  Committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  account 
of  F.  Foultz  for  repairing  "O.K.  Bucket  wagon  respectfully 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  above  bill  and  work  and 
think  the  price  not  too  high  with  a  proposed  reduction  of  $2.50 
and  would  recommend  the  allowance  of  said  bill. 

Wm  A.  Bradshaw 

H.H.  Nelson 


1190.  Allowed  F.  Foltz  Repairs  to  0 .  K.  Bucket  wagon  $44.75 

Mr.  Pitts  from  the  committee  on  cisterns  reported  verbally  a 
recommendation  that  the  clerk  issue  to  George  D.  Pipher,  two- 
thirds  of  the  price  of  the  cistern  erected  by   him,  according 
to  the  contract. 

After  some  remarks  by  several  of  the  members 
The  recommendation  was  agreed  to. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb  the  whole  matter  of  purchasing  a 
lot  for  Fire  Engine  purposes  for  Invincible  Fire  Co.  No.  2, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  presented 
the  following  vote: 

"The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  publisher  of 
the  VolksBlatts  and  ascertain  upon  what  terms  he  will  publish 
the  city  ordinances  in  said  paper,  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  waited  upon  said  editor,  who  proposes  publishing 
in  his  paper  such  matters  as  the  Council  may  direct  to  be  so 
published  at  the  same  price  paid  to  the  Locomotive  without 
any  charge  for  translation,  and  they  herewith  transmit  the 
written  proposition  of  said  editor. 

H.C.  Newcomb,) 

L.  Dunlap    )  Cora. 

Saml  Delzell  ) 

To  Messrs.  Newcomb,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  committee  of  the  Common  , 
Council  to  confer  about  the  price  of  German  printing: 
Gentlemen:   In  answer  to  your  inquiries  as  to  what  would  be 
my  price  for  printing  the  ordinances  and  other  matter  that 
may  be  required  to  be  printed  by  the  city  and  what  would  be 
the  charge  for  translation,  I  beg  to  state, 

That  I  am  willing  to  print  all  matters  required  to  be 
printed  at  the  same  rates  paid  to  the  "Locomotive,"  and  that 
I  will  dispense  with  every  extra  charge  for  translation.  I 
am  induced  to  make  this  proposal  by  the  conviction  enter- 
tained by  me,  that  the  publication  of  the  city  ordinances, 
etc.  in  G-erman,  is  not  only  useful  but  almost  a  necessity  for 
the  great  number  of  Germans  residing  here. 

ery  Respectfully 
Julian  Boetticher,  Pub.  VolksBlats 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  resolution  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  ordinances  hereafter  to  be  passed 
which  are  required  by  law  to  be  published  in  a  newspaper, 
shall  be  published  in  German  in  the  Volks  Blatt  of  this  city, 
on  the  terms  proposed  in  a  communication  of  Julian  Boetticher 
this  day  submitted  to  the  Council." 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  until  next  meeting. 

Which  motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Dunlap, 


Durham,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Pitts.   7 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were*  -  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  4. 

A  petition  from  A.  Wallace  praying  the  Council  to  pass  an 
ordinance  granting  the  merchant  the  privilege  of  using  four 
feet  of  the  pavement  at  the  outer  edge. 

On  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dunlap  presented  the  following  petition: 

"To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  and  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Marion  County  Agricultural  Society  held  at  the  Court 
House  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1853,  the  following  resolution 
as  offered  by  Mr.  Howland  and  unanimously  adopted  towit: 

"Resolved,  That  an  application  be  made  by  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  this  Society  to  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  Indianapolis  for  the  right  to  use  the  West  Market 
House  and  ground  owned  by  the  city  in  Square  48  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  the  county  fair  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
the  5th  &  6th  days  of  October  next,  and  for  such  time  before 
and  after  as  shall  be  necessary  to  erect  a  fence  and  remove 
the  same,  including  the  week  only  so  far  as  regards  the 
Market  House. 

Powell  Rowland 
Prest. 
R.  Mayhew,  Secy. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap 

Referred  to  Com.  on  Markets. 

Resolutions 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

"Whereas,  It  appears  that  various  contracts  were  made  by 
the  last  Council  with  *the  understanding  between  the  con- 
tractors and  the  Council  that  payments  were  to  be  made  in 
city  orders,  redeemable  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  current 
year,  and  the  delinquencies  of  the  past  year; 

And  whereas,  It  has  been  and  is  the  desire  of  the  present 
Council" to  avoia,  if  possible  the  finance  of  city  orders  upon 
new  contracts  thereby  saving  a  large  per  centum  in  the  amount 
to  be  paid;  therefore: 

Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  money,  if  $®y borrowed  by 
this  Council  based  upon  and  in  anticipation  of  the  receipts 
of  this  current  year's  revenue,  be  applied  exclusively  to 
the  payment  of  such  contracts  as  have  been  or  shall  be  made 
for  cash. 


Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Eradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  12. 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  for  adoption  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish 
to  the  Daily  papers  of  the  city  the  proceedings  of  each  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council  within  eighteen  hours  after  the 
adjournment  of  such  meeting.   Provided,  That  such  papers 
publish  the  proceedings  wi htout  charge  to  the  city. " 

Which  resolution  was  not  adopted;  by  the  following  vote: 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs. 

Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Maguire,  Nelson  -  5. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  Eradshaw, 

Durham,  Karns,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  7. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  An  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State, 
entitled  "An  Act  for  the  Incorporation  of  Cities,"  approved 
June  18,  1852,"  was  adopted  as  the  charter  of  the  city  of 
Indianapolis  by  the  city  Council  of  Indianapolis  March  7th, 
1853; 

And  Whereas,  Section  thirty  eight  (38)  of  said  Act  is 
as  follows,  towit: 

"The  Common  Council  shall  have  power  to  make  other  by- 
Daws  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  State  and 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  corporation,  and 
enforce  the  observance  of  all  by  laws  and  ordinances  by  en- 
acting such  penalty  for  their  violation  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars  ($50.)  for  any  one  offence,  which  may  be  recovered 
in  an  action  at  law  with  costs  as  they  shall  deem  right  and 
proper. " 

Therefore,  ^e  it  Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee 
of  this  Council  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  declaring  the 
resolutions  of  this  body  so  far  as  they  may  be  directory  to 
executive  or  ministerial  officer,  to  be  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  by  laws,  and  as  such  to  be  enforced  and  obeyed  by 
all  persons  whatsoever;  and,  further,  to  provide  for  speedy 
redress,  or  the  inforcement  of  immediate  penalty  in  any  case 
of  wilful  neglect  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  any  officer 
or  citizen  of  the  said  corporation  in  accordance  with  the 
last  clause  of  Sec  85  of  the  G-eneral  Law  above  specified 
which  is  in  these  words,  towit:   "The  Common  Council  shall 
make  provision  in  their  by-laws,  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
charges  shall  be  preferred,  and  a  hearing  of  the  same  had." 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Erad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  11 


Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  for  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  make 
the  necessary  examination,  and  prepare  a  plan  and  specifi- 
cations for  a  bridge  across  Pogues '  Run  on  Meridian  Street, 
also  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  same  and  report  at  his 
earliest  convenience. 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcorab,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.   12. 
Negative:  None. 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  by  the 
President  to  furnish  a  plan  and  specification,  and  estimate 
for  building  a  cheap  house  for  the  Hook  &  Ladder  Company 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting. " 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.  -  12: 
Negative:  None. 

Messrs.  Karns,  Wingate  &  Durham,  were  appointed  said  committee 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  cisterns  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  locks  for  the 
better  security  of  the  cisterns  against  damages  occasioned 
by  evil  disposed  persons  throv/ing  pebbles  and  filth  into  the 
said  cisterns,  and  that  fire  companies  be  furnished  with  a 
number  of  keys  to  said  cisterns,  and  that  the  committee  re- 
port upon  the  same  as  soon  as  practicable." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.  -  12. 
Negative:  None. 

Mr.  Bra.dshaw  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
notify  the  property  holders  to  remove  the  brick  and  other 
rubbish  from  sidewalk  on  South  side  of  Washington  street 
between  Alabama  &  Delaware  streets  within  ten  days." 

Which  was  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Maguire,  Nelson,  &  Wingate  - 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  Carlisle, 
Delzell,  Karns,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &   the  President. 


Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
cause  the  well  opposite  the  Branch  Bank  to  be  filled  with 
earth  at  his  earliest  convenience." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  12  Negative:  None. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed, as  soon 
as  practicable,  to  make  the  necessary  examination  and  pre- 
pare a  plan  specifications  for  a  bridge  across  the  canal  on 
North  street,  and  report  the  same  together  with  its  cost." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs. 

Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 

Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate:   10. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  Bradshaw 

and  Delzell.  -  2 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb 

The  rules  were  suspended. 

The  Clerk  reported  the  bids  received  for  the  grading  and 
graveling  of  Meridian  street,  which  were  read,  and,  on 
motion, 

The  said  work  was  awarded  to  Jeremiah  Shea. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb  the  motion  to  rescind  an  order 
passed  June  6th  1853  directing  directing  the  Street  Com- 
missioner to  notify  the  property  holders  near  the  Central 
Canal  to  fill  up  certain  holes  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  being"whether  the  order  be  rescinded?" 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Dunlap,  Karns,  Nelson,  &  Newcomb  -  5 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Carlisle, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  6 

On  Motion 

The  ordinance  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
entitled  "An  ordinance  authorizing  the"Evansville,  Indian- 
apolis &  Cleaveland  Straight  Line  Railroad  Company"  to 
construct  a  track  through  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  and 
prescribing  the  duties  thereof,"  was  taken  from  the  table 
blanks  filled  and  read  as  follows: 
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Section  1st.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,  That  Evansville,  Indianapolis,  and  Cleaveland 
Straight  Line  Railroad  Company  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
authorized  to  construct  a  track  for  said  Railroad  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  upon  the  following  route 
towit:   Commencing  at  the  North  side  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
or  Washington  street  not  less  than  one  hundred  feet  east  of 
the  bridge  over  Pogues1  Run  on   the  East  side  of  the  city; 
running  from  thence  on  the  South  side  of  Pogues1  Run  near  the 
bank  of  the  same,  crossing  East  street,  New  Jersey  street 
Alabama  street,  Delaware  street  and  the  intermediate  alleys 
thence  passing  South  of  the  Gas  Works  and  crossing  Pennsyl- 
vania Meridian,  Illinois,  and  Tennessee  streets,  and  the 
intermediate  alleys,  thence  passing  North  of  Osgood's  Peg 
&  Last  Factory,  and  crossing  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  West 
streets,  and  the  immediate  alleys,  and  running  to  White  River 
at  or  near  the  bluff  bank  v/here  the  river  strikes  the  same 
below  the  grave  yard;  but  said  tract  shall  not  be  laid  along 
the  line  of  any  street  or  alley,  nor  occupy  the  streets  or 
alleys  aforesaid  except  at  such  crossings,  which  shall  be 
as  nearly  east  and  west  as  the  general  course  or  direction 
of  said  road  will  permit. 

Sec.  2.   The  right  of  said  company  to  locate  their  road 
through  the  city  of  Indianapolis  as  aforesaid  is  subject  to 
the  conditions  and  terms  following,  that  is  to  say: 

First:  This  grant  shall  not  be  construed  to  interfere 
with  the  private  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  real  estate 
over  which  said  road  may  be  located  relative  to  damages  for 
for  such  occupancy  and  appropriation  thereof  but  is  made 
subject  thereto; 

Second,  Where  said  road  crosses  any  street  or  alley  it 
shall  be  made  to  conform  strictly  to  the  grade  of  such  street 
or  alley  as  heretofore  established  by  the  city  authorities, 
unless  the  Common  Council  upon  the  application  of  said  company, 
shall  consent  to  a  variation  from  said  grade. 

Third,  At  the  crossing  of  streets  and  alleys  said  company 
shall  lay  said  track  in  such  manner  that  it  shall  cause  as 
little  obstruction  as  possible  to  the  use  of  said  streets  and 
alleys  for  the  passage  of  wagons,  and  other  vehicles  and  shall 
plank  said  track  between  the  rails  at  all  such  crossings,  the 
entire  width  of  such  street  or  alley,  and  shall  also  plank  or 
gravel  the  sidewalks  wheis;  they  may  cross  said  Railroad,  and 
shall  also  maXe   the  approaches  to  said  crossings  safe  and  con- 
venient for  the  passage  of  persons  and  vehicles,  and  said  com- 
pany shall  keep  said  crossings  when  so  made,  in  good  repair 
and  condition  so  long  as  it  shall  use  said  streets  and  alleys 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Fourth,   Said  Company  shall  construct  and  continually 
keep  in  good  repair  under  and  on  the  line  of  said  road,  at 
such  points  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  City  Engineer, 
sufficient  culvert  and  drains  to  admit  the  free  passage  of 
water  along  the  streets  aforesaid. 
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Fifth-  All  acts  and  things  above  required  to  be  done  by 
said  company,  shall  be  done  immediately  after  the  laying  of 
said  track  across  such  street,  alley,  or  sidewalk,  and  in  case 
the  said  company  shall  fail  to  put  such  crossings  in  order 
above  required,  or  to  keep  the  same  in  repair,  or  to  construct 
or  to  keep  in  repair  such  culvert,  and  drains,  the  same  shall 
be  done  by  the  City  Marshall  by  direction  of  the  Council;  and 
the  said  City  Council  may  collect  the  cost  of  the  same,  with 
twenty  per  cent,  damages  in  addition  thereto,  by  suit  against 
said  Company  before  the  Mayor  of  said  city,  or  any  other 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sixth.  Said  company  shall  not  permit  any  car  or  loco- 
motive to  stand  at  the  crossing  of  any  street  or  alley  so 
as  to  obstruct  the  free  passage  of  teams,  vehicles,  or 
persons,  without  danger  or  inconvenience;  and  the  said  com- 
pany in  all  cases  when  a  train  is  going  out  or  coming  in, 
shall  ring  their  engine  bell  so  as  to  give  notice  of  their 
approach  or  departure;  the  said  company  shall  not  run  any 
locomotive  or  car  on  said  railway  within  the  city  limits  at 
a  faster  rate  than  five  miles  per  hour,  under  a  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  offense,  to  be  collected  by  suit 
against  said  company  or  by  presentation  of  the  person  causing 
such  obstructions  or  having  charge  of  such  locomotive  at 
the  option  of  the  City  Council. 

Sec.  3.   No  more  than  one  track  for  said  road  shall  be 
laid  across  any  street  without  the  previous  assent  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Sec.  4.   This  ordinance  shall  be  published  so  soon  as 
said  company  shall  file  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk  a 
certified  copy,  under  the  seal  of  said  Company  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Directors  thereof  accepting  the 
same,  and  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  publication." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  11. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Mr.  Delzell. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  bridges  be  authorized 
to  contract  for  the  building  of  two  foot  bridges  across  the 
canal  on  Washington  Street,  the  bridges  to  be  eight  feet  in 
width. 

On  Motion, 

Referred  to  Committee  on  bridges. 

On  Motion 

Ajourned. 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 
Attest: 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk. 


Called  Meeting 

Common  Council  Chamber) 
July  14th,  1853.   ) 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Edwards,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strickland,  Councilmen, 
&  Scudder,  President, 

The  President  announced  the  business  to  be  to  extend  the  limit 
of  the  time  given  the  Assessor  to  make  return  of  the  assessment 
roll. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  for  adoption  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution: 

Whereas,  The  City  Assessor  has  informed  the  Council  that 
he  will  not  be  able  to  complete  the  assessment  required  by 
Section  21st  of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  for  the  Incorporation 
of  Cities"  approved  June  18,  1852,  within  the  time  heretofore 
allowed  him  by  the  Council,   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Assessor  be  allowed  until  the  1st 
Monday  of  August,  1853,  to  complete  said  assessment  and  that 
he  be  required  to  make  return  thereafter  to  the  City  Clerk 
on  or  before  said  day. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Nelson  Newcomb,  Pitts,  & 
Strickland. 

The  assessor  reported  the  appointments  of  Samuel  Hetselgeser, 
James  M.  Sharpe,  assistant  assessors. 

Which  were,  on  motion  confirmed. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned. 

Caleb  Scudder 

Mayo  r 
Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk. 


Re gular  Mee t i ng 

Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  July  18th,  1853. 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  Councilmen  &  C.  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer  presented  report  for  the  month  of  June  which  was 
read,  and  approved. 

1192.   Allowed  Henry  Spectell,  for  putting  up  one  butcher 

stall,  etc.  $  1.50 

1191.   Allowed  Edwards  &  Copeland  Exp.  Council  Chamber  26.75 
1 

Mr.  Vaile!s  account  for  hauling  150  loads  gravel  on  Washing- 
ton street  East  of  Canal  for  12-5-  cts  per  yard  amounting  to 
$18.75, 
Was  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Tilly's  acc't  for  $5.40  being  the  amount  claimed  for  hogs 
sold  by  the  City  Marshall  under  the  provisions  of  an  ordinance 
on  that  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  accounts. 

Mr.  Newcomb  chrm  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 
an  ordinance,  which,  after  being  considered  and  amended, 
was  adopted  as  follows: 

"An  ordinance  to  suppress  Vice  and  Immorality. 

Whereas  It  is  represented  that  idle,  lewd,  and  dissolute 
persons,  of  both  sexes  are  in  the  habit  of  congregating  in 
public  places,  and  in  the  streets,  fields,  and  commons,  within 
and  adjoining  this  city,  and  therein  perpetrating  act  of 
gross  licentiousness  and  indecency  to  the  great  annoyance  and 
scandal  of  all  good  citizens,  and  to  the  manifest  detriment 
of  decency  and  good  morals;  therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  ordained  by   the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,   That  every  prostitute  who  shall  be  found  wander- 
ing about  the  city  of  Indianapolis  or  within  one  mile  of  the 
corporate  limits  thereof,  or  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any  public 
act  of  prostitution,  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  shall  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  more  than  fifty 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.   Every  male-person  over  the  .age  of  twelve  years 
who  shall  be  found  associating  or  keeping  company  with  any 
prostitute,  in  any  public  place,  street,  or  alley,  commons  or 
field  within  said  city,  or  within  one  mile  thereof,  shall  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor  more  than  fifty 
dollars. 
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Sec.  3.   Any  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any  act  of 
public  indecency  within  said  city,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum 
not  less  than  two  dollars  nor  more  then  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  4.   If  two  or  more  male  persons  shall  be  found  at 
the  same  time  in  company  with  any  common  prostitute  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  or  if  three  or  more  lewd, drunken,  or  disorder- 
ly persons  shall  be  found  together  in  any  public  place  in  said 
city  or  within  one  mile  of  the  corporate  limits  thereof,  they 
shall  oe  aeemed  an  unlawful  assembly,  and  on  a  joint  or  separ- 
ate prosecution  shall  be  severally  liable  to  a  fine  of  not* 
less  than  three  dollars  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  5.   It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  over  the  age 
of  twelve  years  to  bathe  in  the  Canal  or  White  River,  in  anv 
place  subject  to  the  view  of  citizens,  within  the  limits  of 
uhe  city  of  Indianapolis,  or  in  White  River  ooposite  the  city 
limits  in  the  day-time,  and  every  person  so  offending  shall 
on  conviction  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  two  dollars 
nor  more  than  fifteeen  dollars. 

Sec.  6.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Marshal,  and 
his  assistants  to  arrest  without  process  all  persons  who 
snail  in  his  or  their  presence  violate  any  provision  of  this 
rnllvf "?u^and+tfk?  the  Person  so  offending,  before  the  Mayor 
or  ^  i^f°r  triali  ??Vlle  comPlaint  against  such  offender; 
or  if  such  arrest  shall  be  made  on  Sunday,  or  in  the  night- 
time the  oificer  shall  commit  such  offender  to  jail,  o  r"o  ther- 
ms e*eep  in  custody,  until  10  o'clock,  the  next  morning  when 
vS \l     f,  S?a,   -oroceed  unless  continued  for  good  cause;  and 
if  the  Marshal  or  his  assistant  or  assistants  shall  fail  to 
periorm  the  duty  required  by  this  section  the  officer  so 
offending  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten 
dollars  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  7.   It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  legal  voter  or 
householder  of  said  city,  to  apprehend,  without  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  any  person  in  the  act  of  violating  this  ordinance 
and  cause  or  require  such  person  to  be  taken  before  the  Mayor, 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Sec.  8.  If  any  person  taken  in  the  act  of  violating  this 
ordinance  shall  refuse  to  go  before  the  Mayor  to  answer  there- 
ior  on  the  requisition  of  such  person  or  persons  lawfully  at- 

9on,^f£n%t0  C2nT?y  him  or  her  before  the  Mayor,  every  person 
so  refusing  shall,  on  conviction,  thereof  be  fined  in  any  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  five  dollars. 

rniVM?6?;  9*  This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
publication  as  required  by  the  charter. 
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Ordained  and  established  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw. 
Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  13 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   None. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  Accounts  reported  the 
following  accounts  to  be  correct  and  recommend  their  allowance; 

1193.  Elder  &  Harkness  Printing  bill  to  June  25    $48. 75 

1194.  Philip  Socks  Cleaning  grave  yard  12.00 
1189.  Philip  Inners   for  Well  etc.  19.80 

Which  report  was  received  and  allowance  made. 

Mr.  Carlisle  from  the  Committee  on  bridges  reported  a  plan  of 
a  bridge  8  feet  in  width,  suitable  for  foot  bridges,  spanning 
the  canal  on  Washington  street,  with  a  recommendation  that 
said  plan  be  adopted  and  that  two  bridges  be  contracted  for 
Washington  st. 

On  Motion,   Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pitts  from  the  Committee  on  cisterns  made  a  statement 
relative  to  the  securing  the  lids,  on  the  cisterns  by  locks, 
pleased  with  the  suggestion,  but  did  not  know  whether  it 
could  be  done. 

Mr  Dunlap  from  the  Committee  on  Markets  made  the  following 
report: 

"The  committee  on  Markets  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Allen  Wilson  for  extra  pay  on  a  contract  with  the 
City  Council  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  will  lay  before  the  Council  the  facts 
as  far  as  have  come  to  their  knowledge. 

The  said  Wilson  was  employed  in  a  written  contract  to 
shingle  and  change  the  roof  of  the  Eastern  Market  House,  and 
to  elevate  the  columns  of  the  same  at  a  stipulated  price;  but 
after  the  work  had  progressed  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the 
Council  to  remove  the  old  colums,  and  build  them  up  in  a  more 
substantial  manner,  which  extra  work  the  said  Wilson  pro- 
nounced would  cost  $25.  and  therefore  employed  a  brickmason 
to  finish  the  work.   The  mason  on  its  completion  brings  in  a 
bill  for  $87  against  Mr.  Wilson,  which  was  deemed  extravagant, 
and  consequently  the  value  of  the  work  was  left  to  be  settled 
by  referees  competent  to  judge  of  the  worth  of  it.   These 
referees  brought  in  a  verdict  of  $52.20/100 

In  this,  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Wilson  in  the  subsequent 
contract  erred  in  his  calculations,  and  was  compelled  to  pay 
out  of  his  own  pocket  the  last  named  sum  for  work  done  the 
corporation  leaving  him  minus  $27.20.   Consequently  the  com- 
mittee are  of  the  opinion  the  sum  of  $27.20  should  be  refunded 


to  him  for  which  we  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence  of  the 

Council. 

L.  Dunlap, 

Geo.  W.  Pitts,  & 

Wm  Karns.  Com. 

1195.  Allowed,  Allen  Wilson,  extra  allowance,         $27.20  . 

Mr.  Dunlap  from  the  committee  on  Markets  made  the  following 
report: 

The  committee  on  Markets  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  County  Agri- 
cultural Society  asking  the  use  and  accupation  of  the  Western 
Market  House  and  grounds  owned  by  the  city  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  County  Fair  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  the  5th  & 
6th  days  of  October  next,  and  for  such  time  before  and  after 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  erect  a  fence,  and  remove  the  same, 
have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to 
report: 

The  committee  have  examined  into  the  propriety  of 
granting  the  request  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  with  a 
sincere  wish  to  accommodate  that  branch  of  public  enterprise, 
provided  it  is  not  incompatible  with  our  duties  we  owe  to  the 
citizens  whom  we  represent. 

Owing  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  our  markets  permanent 
both  as  to  time  and  place,  and  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  citizens  together  with  many  other  important  reasons 
that  might  be  advanced,  influence  this  committee  upon  mature 
reflection,  to  report  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner. 

L.   Dunlap    ) 

Geo.  W.  Pitts)  Com.  . 

Wm  Karns     ) 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Wm  Karns  from  a  committee  on  that  subject  reported  as 

follows: 

"The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  for 

furnishing  a  plan  and  estimate  for  a  house  for  the  Hook  and 

Ladder  Company,  would"  report 

"A  house  will  be  required  Sixty  feet  long,  eleven  feet 

wide,  and  nine  feet  high,  a  substantial  frame,  weather 

boarded,  and  shingled,  which  will  cost  including  all  materials 

and  work,  about  ($225. )  two  hundred  &  twenty  five  dollars. 

Wm.  Karns,     ) 
George  Durham, )Com 
E  .H.  Win^ate  ) 

The  report  was  concurred  in  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Pitts,  it  was 
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Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  advertise 
and  receive  proposals  for  the  building  of  a  house  for  the 
Hook  &  Ladder  Company. 

The  bids  for  the  improvement  of  the  North  sidewalk  on  Wash- 
ington Street  between  Central  Canal  and  White  River  were 
opened  and  compared  and  the  contract  was  awarded  Michael  Shea 
at  the  following  prices  towit  grading  25^  per  cubic  yard,  and 
graveling  55^  per  cubic  yard. 

0.  H.  Smiths  petition  praying  certain  modification  of 
ordinance  granting  right  of  way  to  the"Cleaveland,  Indian- 
apolis, and  Evansville  ^ailroad"  was ,  on  motion,  la„id  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  and  he   is  hereby 
instructed  to  tender  to  J.L  Ketchum  the  amount  of  money  paid 
by  him  for  lots  Nos.  1C,  11  &  12  in  Square  No  48,  in  the  city 
of  Indianapolis,  purchased  by  said  Ketchum  at  a  Sheriffs  sale 
to  satisfy  an  execution  in  his  favor  against  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,  together  with  Six  per  centum  per  annum,  interest 
on  the  same  from  the  date  of  payment   till  the  time  the  pay- 
ment is  made  and  demand  a  reconveyance  of  said  lots,  by  a 
quit  claim  deed,  or  in  such  other  form  as  the  City  Attorney 
shall  prescribe." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  13. 

Mr  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  owners  of  property  on  the  West  side 
of  Meridian  street  North  of  the  Circle  whose  fences  are  on 
the  street,  be  required  to  remove  them  to  their  own  grounds, 
so  as  to  leave  the  whole  of  the  ground  alloted  for  the  pave- 
ment vacant,  and  that  the  City  Engineer  give  them  the  proper 
lines." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
elson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &   Wingate  -  12. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   None. 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  make 
the  necessary  &  plan  and  specification  for  a  bridge  across 
Pogues  Run  at  Noble  street;  also  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
the  same,  and  report  at  his  earliest  convenience." 


On  Motion  by  Mr.  Edwards, 

Laid  on  the  table  by  the  following  votes 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Dunlao 
Eawaras,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  &   Strickland  -7 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw 
Delzell,  Durham,  Karns  &  Wingate  -  5.  ' 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  advertise 
™L^  rec!^e  01*6  for  the  grading  and  filling  at  the  bridge 
over  Pogues1  Run  on  Alabama  Street." 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Durham, 
^aid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution- 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  make 
e?  ®p*ima*:e  of  a+brjdSe  to  be  built  over  Pogues '  Run  on  East 
Street  and  report  at  next  meeting. " 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Karns, 

Referred  to  C0mmittee  on  bridges. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution* 

Resolved,  That  A.  Thompson  be  granted  permission  to 
build  a  cistern  under  the  sidewalk  on  Delaware  street,  near 
o?Lrrpu?pofeaf«S°Uth  ^^  f0r  e*^uishing  fires  knTTor 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

ihose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  ifaRulre 
Nelson  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &   Wingate  I  Igf    ' 

Mr  Nelson  moved  that  the  resolution  directing  the  Committee 
on  the  Fire  Department  to  contract  for  a  least  of  ground  of 
D.V.  Culley  for  the  Hook  &  Ladder  Company  be  rescinded? 

On  Motion,  Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb,  it  was 

such  afflfffnp?**  ^  '!arSh&1  SiVe  the  Stpeet  commissioner 
Sent  nl   o     i    f  ^  °e  necee£a^  to  secure  the  enforce- 

vft  ™ solution  heretofore  adopted  by  this  Council  re- 
lative to  Lot  No  4,  in  Square  No.  37. 

The  contract  with  LB.  Wilson  for  the  grading  and  graveling 

wLhiL?one^lk  °2  5?6£.8lde  of  ^nnsylvania^street  between 
it  „««S    St.  and  Michigan  St.  being  violated  by  said  Wilson 
it  was, on  motion,  declared  void  and,  on  motion 

peered,  That  the  City  Clerk,  re-advertise  said  work 
ana  receive  proposals  for  said  improvement.  ' 
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On  Motion.   The  resolution  of  Mr.  Delzell  presented  at  last 
meeting  was  taken  from  the  table  and  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  ordinances  hereafter  to  be  passed 
which  are  required  by  law  to  be  published  in  a  newspaper, 
shall  be  published  in  German,  in  the  Volks  Blatz,  of  this 
city,  on  the  terms  proposed  in  a  communication  of  Julius 
Boettecher  this  day  submitted  to  the  Council." 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Edwards  the  resolution  was  amended  as 
follows: 

The  "Journal,"  "Sentinel,"  "Free  Democrat,"  and  "Tenper- 
ance  Chart"  were  added  after  "Volks  Blatz." 


The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as 
amended  resulted  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  New- 
comb,  Pitts,  and  Wingate  -  3. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson  & 
Strickland.  -  9. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  adopted. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 
Daniel  B.  Culley 

City  Clerk. 


Common  Council  Chamber) 
August  1st.  1853.    ) 

The  Council  met.   Present  all  the  Councilmen  save  McCarty  & 
1  cx^-jiii  re  , 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer  Monthly  report  read  and  approved. 

1201.  Allowed,  David  Leach,  for  hogs  sold  8.10 

2-    Do     Oliver  Rice    «  Pump  at  cistern  on 

Massachusetts  &  East  street.  13.80  & 
Wash.  &  Delaware  st.  $15.  Rep.  well 

•  30  55 

3.  Do.    Richard  Berry,  Labor  on  Streets      12.' 12 

4.  Do.    Invincible  Fire  Company  For  6  Fire 

-  n  Torches  $6  36#00 

°*  Do.  Western  Liberties  Fire  Co.  4   " 

Torches  $6  24.00 

^'  Do  Hiram  L.  Lewis  Labor  on  Streets  8^75 

7.  Do  John  Pig  Do.  10.00 

9-  Do.  Abner  Smith  Do..  20.62 

8'  Do  E  Weightman  Do.  3l!83 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb, 

The  rules  were  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
from  the  assessor  the  assessment  roll. 

Mr.  Little,  the  assessor  made  a  verbal  statement  that  he 
was  unable  to  complete  said  assessment  in  time  to  report  it 
toaay  and  asked  for  further  time.  P 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap, 

mol_  0n?  weeks'  further  time  was  granted  the  assessor  to 
make  return  of  the  assessment  roll. 

SkoiTIU  DaViS  &  farrishfs  acct  for  castings  amounting  to 
$216.85  was,  on  Motion,  referred  to  the  committee  on  accounts. 

A  communication  relative  to  "hole"  in  Vermont  between  Meridian 
and  Pennsylvania  streets  was  read. 

Engineer?™6  rep°rt  W9S  received>  and  read  from  the  Civil 

a<„  !?n  cJ|nPliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  city  council, 
directing  the  civil  engineer  to  examine  the  bridge  Pt"  the 
crossing  of  Washington  and  Noble  Streets  over  Po sues' Run 
and  to  ascertain  the  best  place  to  build  a  bridge  on  said 
street,  the  undersigned  respectfully  reports,  that  the 
bridge  over  Pogues  Run  at  the  crossing  of  Washington  street 
i^?  e!Q    Ut  twenty  five  feet  west  of  the  east  line  of 
Noble  Street,  and  is  therefore  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  use 
and  improvement  of  that  street.   If  a  new  bridge  was  erected 


beyond  the  east  line  of  Noble  Street,  it  would  considerably 
increase  the  already  awkward  bend  of  the  run  below  the  present 
bridge.   A  bridge;  at  no  distant  day,  will  have  to  be  erected 
across  Noble  Street,  immediately  below  the  bridge  across  Wash- 
ington street,  and  between  these  bridges  a  foot  bridge  will  also 
have  to  be  erected,  which  would  not  only  form  a  rather 
picturesque  appearance,  but  would  materially  interrupt  the  flow 
of  water  in  the  run.   As  soon  as  the  finances  of  the  city  will 
permit,  the  undersigned  would  recommend  the  erection  of  a 
two-eyed  stone  culvert  over  Pogues1  Run,  commencing  at  the 
intersection  of  the  North  line  of  Washington  Street  with  the 
east  line  of  Noble  Street,  running  obliquely  across  Washington 
street  to  the  intersection  of  the  South  line  of  that  street 
witn  the  west  line  of  Noble  street,  which  would  serve  the 
purpose  of  road  and  foot  bridges  for  both  streets,  and  afford 
a  straight  passage  for  the  water  in  the  run. 

James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer. 
Indianapolis,  July  19, th  1853. 

Also,  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  repairing  bridge  over 
Pogues  Run  on  Meridian  Street  amounting  to  $82.00 

The  following  petitions   were  read: 

"To  the  Honorable  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  petition  your  honorable 
Council  to  grant  them  license  to  sell  all  kinds  of  merchandize 
except  spirituous  liquors  at  public  auction  for  one  year. 

A.  M.  Hunt  &  Co. " 

On  Motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  granted  by 
the  payment  of  the  usual  license  fee. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned,  owners  of  property  on  the  South  Side  of 
Meridian  Street,  in  Out  Block,  No.  Six,  respectfully  represent 
that  their  fences  were  erected  in  accordance  with  a  survey 
exisiting  at  the  time,  but  they  are  informed  by  the  Street 
Commissioner  that  they  encroach  from  one  to  two  feet  upon  the 
sidewalk  and  they  have  been  ordered  to  place  such  fences  upon 
the  line.   They  further  represent  that  the  prooerty  is  so  far 
removed  from  the  business  part  of  town  that  the  fences  cause 
no  inconvenience  to  any  person,  the  sidewalks  being  of  ample 
+i  r\?nd  they'  therefore>  P^ay  the  Common  Council  to  direct 
that  the  Street  Commissioner  suspend  all  further  action  in 
the  premises  until  the  additional  sidewalk  shall  be  needed 
for  the  use  of  the  public. 

E.W.H.  Ellis,  Prest.  P.  &   I.R.Co. 

C.C.Campbell 

John  Chailis 

Jonathan  Holmes, 

John  Dell, 

J.H.  Perry. 
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On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb, 

The  order  directing  the  fences  to  be  removed  to  the  line 
of  sidewalk  on  Meridian  Street  immediately  was  extended  to 
the  1st  of  April  1354 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

"The  undersigned,  owning  property  lying  along  South  side 
of  Massachusetts  Avenue  between  East  and  New  Jersey  Streets, 
pray  you  to  order  the  sidewalk  graded  &  graveled  immediately. 
Signed  W.I.Patterson. 

W  .E.  Featherston  45  ft 

Eder  Ballinger  80  » 

Bauer  &  Goepper  67  " 

Wendel  Gardner  35   » 

On  Motion, 

It  was,  Ordered,  The  the  Civil  Engineer  set  gradestakes, 
make  estimate,  and  advertise  for  bids  for  said  improvement,  & 
report  said  bids  to  the  City  Council. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned,  owners  of  lots  in  Square  45,  fronting  on 
Pennsylvania  Street  between  Market  and  Ohio  streets,  would 
respectfully  ask  your  honorable  body  to  instruct  your  Civil 
Engineer  to  erect  three  lamp  posts  between  the  points  aforesaid, 
on  the  west  side  of  Pennsylvania  street,  and  supply  the  same 
with  lamps  and  gas,  for  lighting  the  sidewalk;  and  pass  such 
further  order  as  may  be  necessary  to  raise  the  expense  of 
erecting  said  posts,  supplying  same  with  gas,  lighting,  ex- 
tinguishing, and  repairing  by  taxes  on  the  lots  between  the 
points  aforesaid.    July  1353. 

D.V.  Cully  30  ft  of  lot 

2,  lot  3  &  S  hf  of  lot 

4  136 . ICi 

E.S.  Alrood,  lots  5  & 

6  120.00 


Tic? 


On  Motion 

Ordered,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  make  report  of  expense 
etc,  as  required  by  ordinance. 

The  petition  of  the  property  holders  living  on  New  Jersey 
Street  between  Ohio  and  New  York  Streets  praying  that  the 
sidewalks  shall  be  graded  &  graveled,  k   authorizing  the 
property  holders  to  do  their  own  grading,  if  they  so  chose, 

Was  on  Motion, 

^aid  on  the  table. 
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The  grading  &  graveling  of  Market  Street  between  East  &  Noble 
Streets,  was,  on  motion  awarded  John  C.Carroll,  he  being  the 
best  bidder. 

The  gracing  &  graveling  of  the  alley  directly  east  of  Illinois 
St.  mining  between  Washington  &  Market  streets,  was  awarded 
Hugh  Siaven  being  the  best  bidder. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  requested  to  set 
the  corners  stakes  on  the  corner  of  lot  where  the  4th  Pres- 
byterian Church  is  in  progress  of  erection  and  if  said  build- 
ing is  found  to  encroach  on  sidewalk,  the  Commissioner  of 
Street  be  required  to  notify  the  Trustees  of  said  church  to 
remove  the  same  entirely  clear  from  the  sidewalk." 

Mr.  Wingate  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 

Which  was  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 

shaw,  Dunlap,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Wingate  -  5. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Carlisle, 

Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  7. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the 
resolution  it  was  not  adopted  by   the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns,  Nelson,  ^ewcomb,  and  Wingate,  -  7. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Carlisle, 
Delzell,  Edwards,  Pitts  &  Strickland 

On  Motion  it  was 

"Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  advertise  for 
bids  for  the  repair  of  the  bridge  across  Pogues '  Run  on 
^eridian  Street,  and  report  at  our  next  regular  meeting. " 

By  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.  -  12. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Bradshaw,  it  was 

"Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  advertise  and 
receive  bias  for  the  bids  for  the  filling  of  space  at  the 
bridge  over  Pogues1  Run  on  Alabama  Street." 

By  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw, Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.  -  12. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   None. 


Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  propositions  of  Julius 
Boetticher  to  print  the  ordinances,  etc.  in  German,  at  the 
same  price  that  the  Locomotive  receives" 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Carlisle, 
Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Pitts,  -  7. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap  it  was 

"Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  pave,  on  the  South 
side  and  North  side  of  both  the  West  &  East  Market  Houses  with 
brick  to  the  width  of  four  feet." 

Mr.  Geo.  W  .  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  authorized  to 
receive  bids  for  the  erection  of  two  foot  bridges  according 
to  the  Engineers  estimate  &  plan  on  Washington  Street  across 
the  canal." 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  11 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Mr.  Newcomb. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Delzell  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  be 
directed  to  purchase  the  lot  of  Mr  Woods,  at  four  hundred 
dollars  for  the  use  of  Invincible  Fire  Co.  No.  2. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
s haw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  12. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  None. 

Hugh  Slaven  verbally  announced  to  the  Council  the  refusal 
of  Wm  Wells  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  improve- 
ment of  New  York  Street  between  New  Jersey  st.  &  Alabama 
street. 

On  Motion  it  was 

Ordered,  That  an  action  be  commenced  against  Wm  Wells 

in  the  name  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis  for  the  recovery  of 

the  sum  of  $27.25,  to  be  paid  to  the  contractor. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Nelson 

The  order  directing  the  committee  of  fire  department  to 
contract  for  a  lot  for  H  &  L.  Co.  was  rescinded. 
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Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  it  be  located  in  lot  No.  2  in  Sq.  48 

Mr.  Karns  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the 
motion,  it  prevailed  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:   Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  10. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were  Messrs.  Karns  & 
Wingate. 

Mr  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  pre- 
pare plans  and  estimate  of  bridge  across  canal  on  Maryland 
St.  and  report  to  this  Council." 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad-- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns> 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  12. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   None: 

Haynes •  &  Ryn  prayed  the  Council  privilege  to  use  the  dirt 
from  the  alley  in  O.B.  84.   Granted. 

Mr.  Edwards  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  authorized  to  make 
an  estimate  for  building  a  bridge  across  the  canal  on  South 
street  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council." 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb  the  words  "and  North"  were  added 
after  South. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as 
amended  it  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  -  10. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:   Messrs.  Delzell, 
&  Wingate. 

On  Motion  adjourned  to  meet  at  7.45. 
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Evening  Session 

8  O'clock,  P.  M. 

Present  all  save  Messrs.  Edwards,  Durham,  Maguire,  &  McCarty 

The  Mayor  announced  the  object  of  the  evening  session  to  be 
to  receive  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Schools. 

Mr.  West  of  the  Trustees  read  the  following  report: 

"To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
First  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Schools  of 

Indianapolis  for  the  quarter  ending  July  3,  1853: 


Whol  No.  of  Scholars  in  attendance: 

Males  564 

Females  485 

Between  the  ages  of  five  &  thirteen: 

Males,  483 

Females,  407 

Between  the  ages  of  thirteen  &  twenty  one: 

Males  81 

Females  78 

Over  Twenty-one  1__ 

Average  daily  attendance 
The  Largest  No.  in  one  day 
Present  at  the  public  examination 
No.  of  Scholars  in  the  alphabet 
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The  textbooks  adopted  by  the  Trustees  for  the  public  Schools 
of  this  city  are: 

Dennan's  Spelling  Book. 

Webb's  1st,  2d  &  3d  Readers. 

Parker's  3d,  4th  &  5th  Rhetorical  Readers. 

Stoddards  Juvanile  Arithmetic 
11      Mental       Do 
"      Practical    Do. 

Butlers  Primary  Grammar. 
Do.   Practical  Do. 

Smith's  Primary  G-eo graphs- 
Do   Quarts     Do. 

McElligotts  Young  Analyser. 
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Willard's  History  of  United  States. 
Webster's  School  Dictionary 
Cutters  Physiology. 

There  has  been  employed  during  the  last  quarter  seven  Prin- 
cipal &  seven  Assisstant  Teachers.   Five  of  the  Principals, 
and  all  the  Assistants,  were  females.   Each  Principal  has 
been  paid  $125.  and  each  assistant  $62.50,  for  quarter  of 
eleven  weeks  making  the  am't  paid  to  teachers  $1312.50  -  or 
One  Dollar  and  Twenty  five  cents  for  each  scholar  in  attend- 
ance. 

Although  the  attendance  during  the  last  quarter  has  been 
nearly  two  hundred  per  cent,  over  any  previous  term,  still 
there  are  hundreds  more  within  the  limits  of  our  city  to  be 
brought  into  our  public  schools.   There  are  not  in  our  public 
school  houses,  accommodation  for  more  than  Six  hundred  & 
fifty  scholars;  and  even  at  this  summer  term,  when  we  have 
the  smallest  number  in  the  schools  in  the  whole  year,  the  daily 
average  attendance  has  been  six  hundred  and  ninety-four,  rang- 
ing from  five  hundred  and  seventy  three  to  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  five. 

The  Trustees  are  convinced  that  there  has  not  been  as  much 
accomplished  during  this  1st  qr.  of  our  free  schools,  as 
there  should  have  been.   This  is  owing  cheifly  to  the  fol- 
lowing causes. 

1st.   The  amount  of  time  our  teachers  have  devoted  to 
learning  children  the  alphabet.   The  has  been  during  the  last 
term  One  hundred  and  forty  two  in  this  department.   The  only 
excuse  that  can  be  tolerated  for  sending  children  to  school 
to  learn  the  alphabet  is  -  that  the  parents  cannot  read  them- 
selves. 

2d.   The  interference  of  parents  with  the  studies  and  reg- 
ulation of  the  schools. 

3d.   Keeping  children  out  of  school  for  trivial  reasons 
from  half  a  day  to  three  days  in  a  week.   Out  of  ten  hundred 
and  fifty  children  who  have  attended  the  last  quarter,  but 
forty  seven  have  attended  regularly  every  day.   Parents  are 
not  aware  what  a  serious  draw  back  this  is  to  the  progress  of 
their  children,  and  the  interruption  of  the  studies  of  the 
whole  school.   The  absentees  from  school  yesterday,  do  not 
make  up  their  loss  to-day,  as  the  explanations  of  the  teacher 
are  necessary  to  understand  the  following  and  so  on.   It  is  a 
broken  link  in  the  great  chain  of  life  as  well  as  of  education, 
that  must  to  a  certain  extent  influence  all  their  future  pros- 
pects. 

4th  The  want  of  proper  classification  of  our  schools, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  regular  course  of  studies  fitted  to  the 
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capacity  and  attainments  of  the  scholars. 

To  remedy  these  evils,  the  Trustees  propose  to  adopt,  at  the 
opening  of  the  schools  on  the  1st  Monday  of  September,  the 
graded  system.   This,  in  their  opinion,  is  one  of  the  great 
improvements  of  the  age;  and  is  the  most  practical  and  philo- 
sophical system  of  education,  which  has  yet  been  devised. 
The  system  embraces  four  grades,  1st.  Primary,  2.  Inter- 
mediate, 3d  Grammar  School,  4th  High  School. 

The  system  of  graded  schools  has  been  tested  in  all  of  the 
New  England  States,  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan, 
Illinois,  Kentucky,  and  in  six  of  the  towns  and  cities  of  our 
own  State;  and  in  every  instance  where  the  system  has  been 
fully  carried  out  -  the  results  have  been  to  lessen  the  whole 
cost  of  tuition,  from  one  to  two  hundred  per  cent. ,  and  to 
increase  the  attainments  of  the  scholar,  in  just  about  the 
same  proportion  over  the  old  system  and  former  method  of 
communicating  instruction. 

For  want  of  more  school-rooms,  the  Trustees  expect  for  the 
first  and  probably  the  second  terms  to  have  but  three  grades. 
In  our  public  school  houses  they  will  unite  The  primary  & 
intermediate  grades.   For  the  Grammar  School  and  the  High 
School,  they  have  secured  the  Seminary,  and  have  obtained 
proposals  for  putting  the  same  in  good  which  proposals  are 
appended  to  this  report. 

It  is  the  design  of  the  Trustees  to  make  the  standard  of 
attainments  for  admission  into  the  Grammar  &  High  Schools 
such  as  will  give  character  to  these  schools,  and  a  credit 
to  those  who  have  the  necessary  qualifications  to  gain 
admission. . 

There  must,  of  necessity,  be  fourteen  teachers,  employed  in 
our  public  schools,  and  probably  four  at  the  opening  of  the 
Grammar  and  High  Schools,  making  in  all  Eighteen  teachers, 
whose  aggregate  salary  will  not  vary  much  from  $1900.   It 
is  expected  that  $2000  will  cover  the  expense  per  quarter, 
for  teachers,  and  fuel,  for  all  the  public  schools  of  our 
city;  Including  the  Grammar  &  High  Schools.   This  does,  not, 
however,  include  the  incidental  expenses,  which  will  probably 
amount  to  $1500,  including  the  repairs  and  furnture  for  the 
Seminary  making  the  aggregate  $9,500. 

The  report  of  the  City  Clerk  will  show  the  amount  of  available 
funds  for  school  purposes  now  in  the  treasury,  and  that  amount 
that  will  be  received  from  the  general  School  fund,  that  can 
be  appropriated  to  the  oublic  schools  during  the  next  school 
year;  also,  the  amount  to  "be  paid  on  unfinished  contracts 
when  these  contracts  when  these  contracts  have  been  fulfilled 
and  the  amount  of  incidental  expenses  which  have  already 
accrued;  which  will  show  the  amount  necessary  to  be  raised 
for  School  purposes  for  the  next  year. 
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The  Trustees  take  this  occasion  to  present  a  few  Statistical 
items  obtained  from  the  twentythird  annual  report  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  public  Schools  of  Cincinnati: 

Whole  No.  of  Scholars  in  their  Public  Schools,  15435  Average 
Daily  attendance  6980  -  only  45  per  cent. 

In  our  public  Schools  during  the  last  quarter  we  had  1050 
scholars,  average  daily  attendance  694,  66  pr  cent. 

In  Cincinnati  schools  there  were  employed  1J  Teachers  averag- 
ing One  teacher  to  88  scholars  registered 

In  our  public  schools  there  were  14  Teachers,  average  one 
teacher  to  75  scholars  registered 

The  amount  paid  to  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  Cincinnati 
was  $57,356.94,  averaging  per  teacher  $329.63, 
Most  of  the  Teachers  were  females,  and  those  who  taught  the 
lowest  classes,  at  the  rate  of  $16  per  month;  ranging  from 
$160  to  $1200  pr  annum. 

In  our  schools  the  average  price  of  teachers  for  the  last 
quarter  was  $375. 

The  whole  amount  expended  for  school  purposes  for  the  Cin- 
cinnati schools  for  the  year  included  in  the  report,  was 
$103,712.92.   °f  this  amount  there  was  paid  for"  buildings 
$28,337.02;  and  incidental  expenses  $18,018.96,  so  that  there 
was  only  paid  for  tuition  $57,356.94,  averaging  per  scholar, 
(registered)  $3.72  per  year  or  93  cents  per  quarter.   This 
sura  of  93^  per  quarter  includes  the  privilege  of  the  High 
Schools. 

The  concluding  remarks  of  Mr.  Barney  Principal  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Hughes  High  School .published  in  the  report  shows  the 
grace  of  Scholarship  of  these  High  Schools.   He  Says: 

"Surely  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  small  im- 
portance, that  in  this  flourishing  and  enterprising  city  are 
established  two  institutions  of  learning,  which  gratuitously 
offer  the  children  of  every  class  of  its  citizens,  all  the 
essential  advantages  of  a  complete  Academical  and  University 
education,  with  the  Ancient  languages  and  the  other  branches 
of  a  Collegiate  course.   The  Modern  Languages  also,  and  the 
useful  accomplishments  may  be  acquired  by  every  student: 
provided,  he  possesses  the  requisite  desire,  industry  and 
application. " 

It  is  the  design  of  the  Trustees  to  establish  this  system 
of  Schools  here;  so  far  as  it  can  be,  with  the  means  at 
their  disposal.   There  is  no  city  where  Model  Schools  can 


do  more  good  to  our  citizens  than  our  own  State  as  well  as 
our  sister  States  as  here  in  Indianapolis,  and  we  trust  that 
the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  this  city  will  be  as  celebrat 
ed  for  its  institutions  of  learning,  as  it  is  now  for  its 
railroads,  and  its  public  enterprize 

Respectfully  Submitted 

H.  P.  Coburn  ) 

C.  Fletcher  )  Trustees 

H  F.  West    ) 

Estimated  expense  of  Schools  for  ensuing  year: 

Amount  required  to  pay  teachers  (14)  for  the  Public  Schools 

for  one  year  $5, 250.00 

Principal  High  School  1,000.00 

Assistant      Do.  800.00 

Principal  Grammar  School  600.00 

Assistant    Do.    Do.  _^ 500 .  00 

$7,950.00 

Repair  on  Seminary  $325.00 

Seats,  desks,  furniture  for  100  550.00 

Division  fence  45.00 

Repairs  on  fences  20.00 

2  pumps  &  one  well  55.00 

2  Privies  25.00        820.00 

Fuel  for  all  the  Schools  180.00 

Repairs  150.00 

Pumps  &  well  for  7th  Ward  27.00 

Contingencies  500.00      857.00 

$9,627.00 


Mr.  Neweomb  offered  for  adoption  the  following: 

"Resolvid,  That  the  School  Trustees  be  authorized  to 
contract  for  the  repairs  of  the  County  Seminary  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  them  in  their  report,  just  submitted,  for  the  use 
of  a  High  and  Grammar  school,  which  they  propose  in  said  repori 
to  establish" 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 

On  Motion  Adjourned, 

Daniel  B  Culley,  City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber, 
August,  3th  1353. 

Council  met   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  Strickland,  Councilmen,  &  Scudder.  Mayor. 

The  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Maguire  read  a  petition  from  the  Marion  Fire  Company 
praying  the  Council  to  make  an  allowance  to  Anthony  Heiner 
for  services  as  messenger,  in  addition  to  the  yearly  salary. 

And  presented  the  following  resolution: 

124  -  Resolved,  That  Anthony  Heiner,  Messenger  of  the  Marion 
Fire  Company,  be  allowed  twenty  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
amount  heretofore  allowed  him  as  such  Messenger. 

Which  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr  Newcomb  from  the  Committee  on   the  Judiciary  reported  the 
following  ordinance: 

MAn  ordinance  prescribing  the  manner  in  which  charges  may 
be  preferred  against  city  officers,  and  the  proceedings  therein." 

Section  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,  That  any  officer  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  may 
be  removed  from  office  for  wilful  neglect  of  the  duties  of  his 
office,  habitual  drunkenness ,  raalconduct  in  office,  for  the 
commission  of  any  high  crime  or  misdemeanor,  or  for  any  cause 
which  in  the  opinion  of  Common  Council  shall  disqualify  him 
from  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sec  2.   Any  member  of  the  Common  Council,  or  any  voter 
of  said  city  may  prefer  charges  against  any  officer  thereof, 
and  present  such  charge  in  writing  to  the  Council.   A  charge 
preferred  by  a  member  of  the  Council  shall  be  signed  by  him 
officially,  and  any  charge  preferred  by  any   other  person 
shall  be  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  same  be 
true  as  the  person  making  such  charge  verily  beleives.  Such 
charge  or  charges  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
members  of  the  Council  who  shall  examine  into  the  same,  and, 
if  in  their  opinion  there  is  good  grounds  for  such  accusation 
they  shall  present  such  charge  or  charges  to  the  Common 
Council  in  proper  form  for  trial;  but  if  such  committee  report 
against  such  charge  no  further  action  shall  be  had  thereon, 
unless  the  Council  refuse  to  accept  the  report  of  said  Committee, 
and  refer  said  charge  to  another  committee  of  the  same  number, 
and  if  such  second  committee  report  that  the  accused  ought  not 
to  be  put  upon  his  trial,  such  charge  shall  not  be  further 
entertained. 


Sec.  3.   When  a  formal  charge  has  been  presented  by  such 
committee  of  the  Council,  a  summons  shall  be  issued  by  the 
Mayor,  or  in  case  of  his  disability  oy   the  acting  President  of 
the  Common  Council,  requiring  the  accused  to  appear  before  said 
Council  to  answer  such  accusations  on  a  day  therein  named,  not 
less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  days  from  the  date  of  said 
summons. 

Sec  4.   Evidence  shall  be  taken  in  such  cause,  and  the  same 
shall  be  heard  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  in  suits 
at  law,  and  the  accused  shall  have  the  right  to  be  heard  by 
Counsel,  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  evidence  and  argument, 
if  any,  a  viva  voce  vote  shall  be  taken  on  each  specification 
of  such  charge,  and  if  two- thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  the 
Common  Council  determine  that  the  accused  is  guilty  of  such 
charge  or  any  specification  thereof,  the  offender  shall  be  re- 
moved from  such  office,  and  sentence  of  removal  shall  be  pro- 
nounced by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Council- 

Sec.  5.   If  any  charge  as  aforesaid  shall  be  preferred 
against  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  he  shall  have  no  vote 
in  any  of  the  proceedings  consequent  upon  such  charge;   And, 
if  the  Mayor  is  the  accused  party  the  Common  Council  shall 
appoint  a  president  from  their  own  body  to  serve  as  such  until 
such  charge  is  determined. 

Sec  6.   This  ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  end  after 
its  publication. 

The  Civil  Engineer  presented  the  following  report: 

"Estimate  of  the  expense  of  three  gas  posts  costs,  lamps, 
and  apparatus,  and  erecting  the  same,  and  of  the  cost  of 
furnishing  gas;  lighting,  extinguishing,  end  cleaning  the 
lamps,  and  repairing  the  same  for  one  year.   Said  lamps  to  be 
erected  on  the  west  side  of  Pennsylvania  street,  between  Ohio 
&  Market  Streets. 

To  3  posts  at  $12  each  36.00 

"  3  lamps  at  $6    "  18.00 

"  3  burners,  pipes,  &  copper  cocks,  at  $2.50   7.50 
"  erecting  and  fixing  the  posts  and  lamps 

$2.50  8.50   70.00 

"  furnishing  gas  for  one  year  at  $25  ea.      75.00 
"  lighting,  extinguishing,  &  cleaning  the 

lamps.  7.00 

"  probable  expense  of  keeping  the  lamps  in 

rep .  8.00   90.00 

fieb.oo 


Payable  by  the  owners  of  property  on  West  Sice  of  said. 
Street,  viz: 

Lot  Square  Lineal  Assessment 
Ft.  in 

Alexander  Morrison  1  45  71.3       28.15 
David  V.  Culley 

50  ft.  South  part  2  "  30.0                11.85 
Dr.  Coe 

North  part  2  "  41.3       16.30 

David  V.  Culley  3  »  71.3       28.15 

Do. 

South  i  4  "  35.7J      14.07| 
Sweetser's  Estate 

North  J  4  "  55.71-      14.07J 

Elijah  S.  Alvord  5  &  6  "  120.0  .      47.40 


160.00 


James  Wood.  Civil  Engineer. 

Which  was,  on   Motion,  approved,  and  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary  instructed  to  report  an  ordinance  levying  a  tax 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  said  lighting, 
etc.,  according  to  Engineer's  estimate.' 

Mr.  Newcomb  reported  the  following  ordinance: 

"An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  lighting  of  a  part  of 
Pennsylvania  street  with  gas" 

Whereas ,  The  owners  of  a  majority  of  the  lineal  feet 
of  real  estate  fronting  the  West  side  of  Pennsylvania  street 
between  Ohio  &  Market  streets  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
have  petitioned  this  Common  Council  to  provide  for  lighting 
that  part  of  said  street  with  gas  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  an  ordinance  approved  November  7th,  1851. 
Therefore, 

Section  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,  That  there  shall  be  erected  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Civil  Engineer  three  lampposts  on  the  West 
side  of  Pennsylvania  Street,  between  Ohio  &  Market  streets, 
with  the  necessary  lamps  and  fixtures.   And  that  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  furnishing  the  lamp- 
posts, and  lamps,  providing  their  necessary  apparatus,  and 
of  lighting,  extinguishing,  &  cleaning  the  lamps,  furnishing 
gas  and  repairing  said  posts  and  lamps  for  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance,  there  is  hereby  levied  a  tax  of 
thirty  nine  and  one  half  cents  on  each  lineal  foot  of  real 
estate  fronting  on  Pennsylvania  Street  between  the  points 
aforesaid,  making  in  all  the  sum  of  one  hundred  &  Sixty 
Dollars,  that  being  the  estimate  of  the  Civil  Engineer  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid. 


Sec.  2.   Sale  tax  shall  be  collected  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  entitled  "an  ordinance  in 
relation  to  lighting"  the  city,"  approved  November  7th  1853" 

Sec  3.   This  ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

Which  was  ordained  and  established  ~oy   the  following  vote: 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Brad- 
shaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  and  Strickland  -  10 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Mr.  Pitts. 

The  following  petition  was  presented,  and  read: 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis : 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  Indianapolis,  and  owners 
the  number  of  feet  annexed  to  their  respective  names,  of  the 
lots  fronting  on  Meridian  Street  in  said  city,  between  Circle 
street  and  North  Donation  line,  respectfully  represent  unto 
your  honorable  body,  that  the  present  grade  of  said  street, 
as  established  by  the  City  Engineer  is  of  such  character  as 
greatly  to  damage,  and,  in  some  instances,  almost  ruin  the 
property  of  various  of  the  undersigned.   They  represent  that 
instead  of  making  short  grades,  with  frequent  side  grades 
conducting  to  a  common  place  of  drainage,  as  is  the  mode 
adopted  in  all  other  cities  of  which  the  undersigned  have 
knowledge,  the  City  Engineer  has  established,  as  they  are  in- 
formed a  system  by  which  long  grades,  with  few  side  grades, 
therefrom  are  generally  employed;  and  that  in  carrying  out 
this  system  it  becomes  necessary  to  excavate  or  elevate 
streets  graded  under  it  to  unnatural  and  unreasonable  heighths 
&  depths.   That  in  pursuance  of  this  system  in  regard  to  the 
portion  of  Meridian  street  in  question,  an  embankment  of 
about  five  feet,  will  have  to  be  made  at  the  Northern  extremity, 
which  will  necessary  throw  all  the  lots  upon  each  side  for  many 
of  the  first  hundred  yards  of  its  progress,  greatly  below  the 
street  as  graded,  while  other  lots  in  turn  be  left  elevated  in 
proportion;  thus  requiring  for  the  former  an  unwarrantable 
and  most  ruinous  expense  for  filling  and  destroying  the  shade 
trees  and  fences  along  the  latter,  and  requiring  an  addition- 
al outlay  of  brick  or  stone  fences  to  prevent  the  banks  thus 
made  from  crumbling. 

The  undersigned  further  shew  that  the  grade  as  now  de- 
signed will  necessarily  leave  large  quantities  of  water  stand- 
ing in  the  lots  upon  the  eastern  side  of  the  Northern  portion 
of  said  street  as  the  result  of  any  continued  season  of  rainy 
weather  -  and  to  a  long  drainage  of  all  the  water  along  both 
sides  of  the  Southern  portion  of  said  street  to  and.  around 
the  Governor1 3  Circle. 


And  the  undersigned  further  states  that  the  arguments 
used  by  some  that  the  lots  can  be  filled  up  to  correspond 
with  the  streets  thus  graded  is  unwise  and  unreasonable,  as 
gravel  sufficient  for  such  repairs  cannot  be  readily  obtained, 
while  the  cost  in  some  instances  would  nearly  approach  the 
value  of  the  property. 

And  the  undersigned  further  state  that  all  of  the  said 
grevlences  complained  of  can  be  entirely  obviated  by  a  o~j   a 
different  system  of  grading  in  which  each  square  or  two 
squares,  along  the  line  of  said  street  shall  be  so  graded, 
as  to  allow  of  side  drains  along  its  Southern  and  Northern 
line  to  Illinois  Street  thus  following  the  natural  inclination 
of  the  soil,  and  that  thus  a  saving  may  be  made  of  great  and 
unnecessary  expense,  while  materially  improving  the  appearance 
of  the  street. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  your  honorable 
body  to  direct  the  City  Engineer  to  alter  the  grade  of  said 
street,  and  to  establish  in  place  thereof,  short  grades,,  with 
side-grades  at  frequent  intervals,  this  removing  the  necessity 
of  the  present  proposed :  deep-  cuts  ; an-d.  - embankments  along  said 
street .  •  -  -•'•'-  •'  -  -    •  ■ :  i  i'il'., 

All  of  which  i;?: 'respectfully  '-submitted. 

H.W.  Ellsworth 

R.B.  Duncan 

Earl  Bofert. 

E.H.  Furgason 

J.  G-inkins 

John  Charles 

Solomon   Irnes 

C.C.    Campbell, 

E  W  H  Ellis  Prest  Peru  &  I  RR  Co. 

W.H.  Talbott 

E  R  Ames.  probably 

CO-  McLean 

Alfred  HarriSon 

A.E.  Vinton 

Wm  Sullivan 


Jacob  Lindly 

Wm  Stewart. 

Henry  Rifert 

J.H.  Ray 

Jonathan  Holmes. 

Wm  Sullivan,  Sr 

Martin  A.  Dunlap 

Andrew  Montgomery 

Joseph  Long 

G-eorge  D   Staats.  187. 

John  H     Wrights  heirs  pr  C.    Parry     100. 
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Mr  Carlisle  moved  that  it  lay  upon  the  table. 
Which  Motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  it  be  referred  the  Councilmen  of 
the  Second  &  Third  Wards,  with  the  Civil  Engineer,  with  in- 
structions to  examine  said  street  and  make  a  report  relative 
to  the  feasibility  of  a  change. 


M  '.  Newcomb  moved  the  committee  be  instructed  to  request 
the  contractors  to  cease  work  on  said  Meridian  Street  North 
of  North  Street,  until  they  (the  committee)  report  to  the 
Council. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

Your  petitioners  pray  you  to  order  Ohio  Street,  &  its 
sidewalks  &  gutters  graded  and  graveled  between  Alabama  & 
Noble  Street. 


Signed  by: 

Lot 

Sq. 

Feet.  In 

Total 

Mahlon  Seybold 

4 

411 

52.0 

Chas  Helwig 

7.8.9&1 

41 

135. 0^ 

S  A  Fletcher 

4,5,&  6 

39) 

200.0 

«   ■      Ei 

4,5,&  6 

M) 

F.  Bullard   W  2/3 

1  2  &,3 

43 

132.0 

F.  Dlckraan 

1,2,&  3 

59 

144.0 

Chas.  H  Weaver 

5 

59 

48.0 

Eber  Hartman 

4 

59 

48.0 

Wakin  Keely 

6 

59 

48.0 

Jacob  Dearinger 

r^ 

48.0 

Carl  Henrylacke 

46 

60 

48.0 

Henry  Munsell 

5 

60 

48.0 

Cx  B  Scribner 

6 

r 

48.0 

Autony  Kellemier 

16 

58 

48.0 

C.  F  Wishmier 

15 

58 

48.0 

E  Nottmlre 

7 

59 

48.0 

R.  Robb 

3 

60 

48.0 

C.F.  Wishmire 

14 

58 

48.0 

N  F.  Wiese 

15 

58 

48.0 

James  L.  Knepper 

11 

57 

48.0 

J.J.  Thalman/ 

2 

41 

95.0 

Earl  Nicolai 

7 

40 

32.6 

C.  Fletcher  Sr  pr  C.F. 

Jr.      12 

42 

199.0 

Wm  A  Keely  Lot 

2 

60 

48.0 

Signed  by:                 Lot  Sq.  Feet.  In  Total 

S.A.  Fletcher  agt  E.    1.2  &  3  42  o7.6 

Saml  Keely                   6  14  32.6 

George  Dunham  5Q  t' r> 

Jacob  Rubush                 14  60  48.0         4 

P  H  Jameson     |3&  whole  of  7  39  _gQ0.0„.  1956.1 

Leo,  o 

Church  Prooerty    151.  |  of  which  Is   75.6 

2160.1 

On  Motion  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  furnish  graae  stake,  etc 

Mr.  Little,  the  Assessor  presented  the  assessment  roll  for 
t^e  nresent  year,  which  was,  on  motion  by  Mr  Newcomb,  return- 
ed to  him  and  one  weeks'  further  time  granted  him  to  perfect 
said  roll. 

On  Motion  ^ 

A  Committee  of  three,  comoosedof  Messrs.  Newcomb,  &  Ma- 
gulre,  &  Dunlap,  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  assessor 
relative  to  the  assessment  roll. 

On  Motion  o^j   Mr.  Pitts  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  furnish  estimate  of  the 
improvement  of  sidewalk  north  of  Washington  street,  between 
Canal  and  White  River,  for  Mr  Shea,  the  contractor. 

The  bids  for  the  erection  of  Hook  &  Ladder  House  were^ 
opened  read,  and  before  further  action  upon  this  the  Council 
adjourned. 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 

Daniel  B  Culley  City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber) 
August  15th  1353   ) 

Council  met.   Present:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  McGuire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcorab  Pitts,  & 
Strickland,  Councilmen,  &  Mr  Scudder   Mayor. 

The  minutes  of  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

1222  Allowed,  Wm  C.  Luoton,  Jr.   Mayor's  Sign,  9.00 

3  "     Good  Intent  Engine  Co.  R  L.  McQuads  Bid   2.85 

4  "     Eohraim  Weightman 

Filling  Cistern  6.52| 

5  "     Eohraim  Weightman 

Labor  on  St.  (C.E.)  3.19| 

6  "     Ephraim  Weightman 

Labor  at  E  M  House  1.87-^  12.52 

7  William  Vail 

Horses  &  carts  July  13  &  14th.  6.93 

8  Michael  Born 

Shoveling  gravel  Public  well  .93 

9  Edmund  Brown 

Shoveling  gravel  Public  well  .93 

30         Jno. Welch  Labor  2.50 

1  Jno.  Harmon  Labor  2.50 

2  John  Conway  Labor  Hauling  5.00 

3  Daniel  Bichlen  filling  cistern  3.50 

4  Hiram  Lewis 

hauling  Sand  to  E.M.   House  10.00 

5  Hiram  Lewis 

hauling  Sand  W.M  House  10.00 

6  Abner  Smith  filling  cistern  5.00 

7  Do      Labor  1.25 

8  Do      Market  House  8.75 

9  O.W.  Johnson.  Brick  for  Market  House     94.00 
40         G-eorge  Durham  Laying  Market  House 

pavement.  41.40 

1  Stephen  Wood.   Laying  Market  House 
pavement.  10.00 

2  G-  W  Alvord  Lumber  M.  1.16 

3  Michael  QBri en  Labor  M  House  3.75 

4  M.  0  Brien           Do  3.12 

5  Richard  Berry           .Do.  10.00 

6  G-arrett  Davis  &  Co.    Invincible  Fire   Co.        4.50 

249.59 

George  Lowe's  account  amounting  to  $25  being  the  balance 
of  Hook  &   Ladder  wagon,  &  Jeremiah  Shea's  account  for  improv- 
ing Pennsylvania  street  in  1851,  were  referred  to  committee 
on  accounts. 


Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  confer  with  Mr  John  Moffitt  the  builder  of  the  Town  clock 
relative  to  the  payment  for  it. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Messrs.  Edwards,  Dunlap  &  Nelson,  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Mr  Newcomb  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  reported 
Man  ordinance  defining  the  duties  of  the  officers  of  the 
city"  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  chairman  of  the  committee  on  accounts  made 
the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  accounts  have  examined  the  account  of 
Davis  &  Parrish  for  castings  furnished  for  cisterns  amount- 
ing to  216.85  &  recommended  the  payment  of  the  same. 

(1248) 

Wm  A.  Bradshaw, ) 
Henry  H  Nelson  ) 
N.  Edwards     ) 

Mr.  Karns  moved  that  the  account  of  Comegys  &  McCord  for 
building  or  repairing  a  bridge  Spanning  Pogues  Run  on  Dela- 
ware Street  be  taken  from  the  table,  amounting  $268.00 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  question  being  "shall  the  account  be  allowed?" 
It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following 
vote:  Ayes:  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  &   Maguire.  -  6 

Noes:  Messrs  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strick- 
land -  5. 

Mr.  Maguire  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  pre- 
sented the  following  report: 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  assessment  roll 
of  the  property  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  with  instructions 
to  confer  with  the  assessor  and  report  to  the  Council .whether 
in  their  opinion  it  was  in  a  condition  suitable  to  be  accepted, 
now  report  that  they  immediately  after  their  appointment  exam- 
ined the  said  assessment  roll,  and  found  it  unsuitable  for 
acceptance.   The  property  belonging  to  the  same  individuals 
is  found  sometimes  scattered  in  several  parts  of  the  books, 
some  of  the  extensions  were  erroneous,  and  quite  a  consider- 
able amount  of  property  was  omitted  altogether.   There  were 
various  erasures  and  interlineations  which  made  it  difficult 
sometimes  to  determine  with  certainty  the  amounts  intended  to 
be  charged,  and  the  figures  were  so  placed  as  to  render  the 
footings  of  the  pages  a  difficult  matter.   The  committee, 
therefore,  deemed  it  proper  to  order  the  whole  book  to  be 
copied  in  a  neat  and  workman  like  manner  under  the  direction 


and  inspection  of  the  Clerk  and.  the  assessor  with  instructs 
to  place  the  property  of  each  tax  payer  together  so  that  its 
value  can  be  carried  out  in  one  gross  sum,  to  supply  omissions 
whenever  ascertained,  to  make  the  firgures  plain  and  set  them, 
in  proper  order  under  each  other  so  that  the  addition  of  the 
columns  may  be  made  v/ith  facility  and  accuracy, _and  in  all 
respects  to  make  it  such  a  document  as  should  /have   been7  be 
received  ~oy   the  Council.   It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to 
Mr  Little  the  Assessor  to  say  that  he  evinced  and  entire 
willingness  and  disposition  to  do  whatever  he  could  to 
facilitate  the  object  had  in  view  by  the  committee.   On  en- 
quiry we  learn  that  the  work  of  copying  is  not  yet  completed, 
&  it  may  be  proper  to  extend  the  time  further. 

D.  Maguire,  on  the  part 
of  committee 

On  Motion  by. Mr.  Nelson 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  Motion 

Oneweeks  further  Time  was  granted  the  assessor  to  make 
return  of  assessment  roll. 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  made 
the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  City  Engineer 
&  report  as  to  the  practicability  of  changing  the  grade  of 
Meridian  Street  North  of  North  street  so  as  to  obviate  the 
objections  of  the  property  holders  thereon  to  the  present 
grade,  respectfully  report,  that  owing  to  the  sickness  of 
the  Engineer  he  has  not  oeen   able  to  attend  your  committee  in 
their  examination  of  said  street,  your  committee  waited  upon 
the  engineer  and  examined  a  plat  of  said  portion  of  Meridian 
street,  by  which  it  appears   that  the  present  grade  on 
luieridien  street  at  the  crossing  of  St.  Clair  street  is  two 
feet  and  forty  hundredths  above  the  grade  for  Illinois  Street 
immediately  west.   Your  committee,  therefore,  believe  that 
the  grade  of  Meridian  Street  can  be  lowered  one  foot  &  three 
inches  at  St  Clair  Street  which  would  lower  the  grade  thence, 
North  to  the  same  extent.    The  undersigned,  therefore, 
recommend  that  the  grade  be  so  changed  and  that  the  grade 
descend  from  Walnut  Street  to  St  Clair  Street  and.  from  Wal- 
nut Street  South  to  North  Street,  and  that  no  change  be  made 
in  the  grade  at  North  Street.   All  upon  the  condition  that 
a  bond  to  the  acceptance  of  the  City  Clerk  be  filed  in  his 
office  by  the  parties  interested  or  some  of  them  within  five 
days,  conditioned  that  the  obligors  of  said  bond  pay  to  the 
contractors  for  the  grading  of  Meridian  Street,  the  additional 
expense  of  making  the  change  in  said  grade  if  any.   And  the 
committee  report  the  following  resolution: 

H . C .  N ewcorab ,  Chmn . 


Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
report  an  ordinance  changing  the  grade  of  Meridian  Street  in 
the  manner  indicated  in  the  above  report,  upon  the  condition 
therein  set  forth,  and  on  the  further  condition  that  the 
grade  of  Illinois  street  will  admit  of  such  drain  through 
St  Clair  street. 

Which  was  adopted  oy   the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb  8c   Strickland  -  9 
No.  -  Mr.  Pitts. 

The  remonstrance  of  Rebecca  M.  Sweetzer,  &  A.  F  Morrison 
relative  to  the  ordinance  levying  a  tax  for  lighting  Pennsyl- 
vania street  between  Market  &  Ohio  street  was  read, 

Whereupon  Mr  Maguire  offered  for  adoption  the  followiing 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  ordinance  passed  at  the  last  session 
relative  to  lighting  the  West  side  of  Pennsylvania  street 
between  Ohio 
of  September 

Which  was  adopted  oy   the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  -  9 

Noes:  Messrs  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  3 

The  following  petition  was  presented  and  read, 

"Your  petitioners  would  respectfully  request  that  an 
ordinance  be  passed  requiring  sinks  to  be  placed  to  all 
pumps  on  Washington  Street,  as  the  gutters  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  these  pumps  are  continually  filled  up  by  the 
drainage  from  said  pumps,  and  remains  there  to  stagnate  and 
remain  a  nuisance  and  injurious  to  health  to  those  living 
in  the  neighborhood. 

S  A  Fletcher,  M  Dernham,  Thomas  McCullough,  W.  H.  Talbott, 
Samuel  Wilmot,  A.D.  McCormack,  Chas.  Rommel,  G-.F.  McG-innis 
Hugh  Thomson,  Clemens  Vonegut,  Jas  C.  Yohn,  A  Gray den  &  Sons 
B.S.  G-oode,  A  Knodle,  Charles  Garner,  Alf.  Harrison,  John  S. 
Dunlap . 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Streets  and  alleys. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  with  a  view  to  preserve  the  shade  trees 
on  the  sidewalk  on  the  West  side  of  Meridian  Street  between 
New  York  &  Michigan  Streets;  that  if  the  owners  of  the  lots 
bordering  on  the  West  side  of  said  street,  between  the  points 
aforesaid  will  file  their  bond  or  bonds  in  the  office  of  the 
city  clerk  within  eight  days,  conditioned  that  they  will,  at 
any  time  after  two  years,  on  the  order  of  the  Common  Council, 
e  said  sidewalks  and  regrade  the  same,  and  set  out  other 
shade  trees  on  the  line  of  street.   Said  sidewalks  shall  not 


now  be  graded  but  shall  be  gravelled  only. 

Which  was  adopted  by   the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dun lap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Strickland  -  10 
Noes;  Messrs.  Carlisle  &  Pitts.   2 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Carlisle 

The  account  of  Wm  Vaile   for  150  loads  of  gravel  on 
Washington  street,  east  of  Canal,  was  taken  from  the  table 
The  question  being  "Shall  the  account  be  allowed?" 
Was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Carlisle  off era  for  adoption  the  following: 
"Resolved,  That  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
be  changed  to  7  o'clock,  P.M.  until  the  1st  of  October,  A.D. 
1855,  and  from  the  1st  of  October ,  1353,  to  1st  of  April, 
1354,  time  of  meetin^  shall  be  6  o'clock,  P.M." 

Which  was  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes  6.  Noes.  7. 

Mr.  McCarty  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  address  John  L,  Ketchum, 
and  ask  him  to  submit  in  writing  his  proposition  for  settle- 
ment in  the  matter  of  Lots  Nos.  10,  11,  12,  in  Square  No.  48. 
That  it  may  be  submitted  to  the  Council  at  their  meeting  on 
Monday  evening  next." 

Which  was  adopted  by   the  following  vote; 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts  &  Strickland  -  13. 

The  repairing  of  bridge  spanning  Pogues  Run,  was  awarded 
to  Owen  Cullings  at  .$95.50.   He  being  the  best  bidder. 

The  filling  of  the  ends  of  bridge  spanning  Pogues  Run 
on  Alabama  street  was  awarded  Wm  Vaile,  at  14^  per  yard. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Carey  H  Boatright  &  Lucinda 
Boatright  notifying  the  council  of  the  "fraudulent  &  secret 
taking  of  a  Title  bond  made  to  Lucinda  Ward  by  the  Council 
to  Lot.  5  Out  Block  No  159. 

On  motion  by  Douglas  Maguire,  The  vote  allowing  Comegys  & 
McCord's  account  was  rescinded. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  give  estimate  for  work 
done  on  Meridian  street. 

Adjourned  to  meet  Monday  evening  next  at  7§  oclock  P.M. 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 
Daniel  B  Culley.  City  Clerk. 


Common  Council  Chamber) 
August  22d  1853.    ) 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate, 
Councilraen  &  Scudder  President. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Mr  Mathew  Little  presented  the  assessment  roll  for  the 
year  1853. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  give  notice  immediately  in  the  daily  papers  of 
the  city  that  the  Common  Council  will  meet  at  their  Council 
Chamber  on  the  29th  day  of  August  at  three  o'clock,  P.M., 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  acting  upon  all  complaints 
that  may  be  presented  to  them  in  relation  to  the  assessment 
of  property  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes;   /Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns ,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate*  11, 
Noes:  None. 

1253  Allowed,  William  Sullivan,  5  Sullivan's 

Map.  $1  each  5.00 

1254  "     Delzell  &  Tyler,  Assessors  Books,  etc.   20.6? 
1251    "     Matthew  Little,  assessment  Blanks 

Ind.  St.  Journal  Co.  acct.  18.00 

Several  accounts  were  presented  and  referred  to  committee 
on  accounts. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  accounts  reported  as 
follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of 
Jeremiah  Shea  report  that  the  facts  gathered  from  the  Treas- 
urer and  others  are  as  follows:   In  September,  1851,  the 
City  Council  entered  into  a  contract  with  Jeremiah  Shea  for 
grading  and  graveling  Pennsylvania  street  -  the  work  was 
received  by  the  Engineer  -  The  whole  amounting  to  $250 

Mr.  Shea  in  the  meantime  took  in  a  partner,  (Mr.  Sullivan,). 
Shea  drew  some  $85  on  the  work  and  left  the  city,  leaving 
Mr.  Sullivan  to  foot  the  bills.   Mr.  Sullivan  drew  at  different 
times  on  the  Treasurer  to  the  amount  of  balance  left  by  Mr. 
Shea  and  paid  off  his  hands.   Now  Mr  Shea  demands  that  amount 
drawn  by  Mr.  Sullivan  and  the  committee  recommend  that  the 
account  be  rejected. 

W  A  Bradshaw, ) 

N.  Edwards  &  )   Com. 

H.H.  Edwards  ) 


On  Motion 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  report  the  account  of  George  Lowe,  for 
balance  on  Hook  &  Ladder  wagon  being  $25  as  correct  and 
recommend  that  it  be  allowed. 
(1252) 

Brads haw) 
Edwards  ) 
Nelson   ) 

Concurred  in 

Mr.  Delzell  from  the  committee  on  Streets  and  alleys  pres- 
ented the  following  report: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
S.  A  Fletcher  and  several  others,  have  examined  the  subject 
and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Samuel  Delzell,  Chrnr. 
"Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  committee  be  instructed 
to  report  an  ordinance  declaring  all  pumps  now  erected  or 
hereafter  to  be  erected  on  the  sidewalks  of  Washington  street 
a  nuisance  unless  the  waste  water  from  the  same  be  properly 
conveyed  to  a  sink." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate.  - 
11. 

Mr  Edwards  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  reported 
as  follows: 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the 
Town  Clock  report  that  they  have  examined  the  same,  and 
recommend  that  an  allowance  be  made  tD  the  contractor,  Mr. 
Moffit,  of  Six  hundred  dollars,  out  of  the  money  collected  for 
that  purpose. 

(1249) 

A .  Edwards , ) 

L.  Dunlap   )  Com. 

H  H  Nelson  ) 

Concurred  in. 

Mr.  Maguire  reported  the  following  ordinance  from  the 
committee  on  the  Judiciary: 

"An  ordinance  relative  to  pumps  on  Washington  street. 

Section  1st.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,  That  hereafter  the  privilege  of  digging  wells 
and  placing  pumps  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  sidewalk  of 
Washington  street  will  be  granted  only  upon  the  following 


condition,  viz:  that  the  persons  placing  pumps  along  said 
street,  shall  cause  a  sink  to  be  dug  into  which  the  waste 
water  shall  be  conveyed. 

Sec  2.   All  pumps  heretofore  erected  upon  the  line  of 
said  sidewalk  without  sinks,  to  which  the  waste  water  of  the 
pumps  shall  be  conveyed  are  hereby  declared  nuisances,  &  the 
marshal  is  hereby  directed  to  abate  the  same,  unless  the 
persons  in  front  of  whose  property  they  may  be  located  shall, 
on  notice  provide  sinks  as  aforesaid. 

Which  was  ordained  and  established  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradsha.w.  DunlaD.  Helzell,  Durham, 

Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.  - 

11. 

Noes;  None. 

Mr.  Maguire  presented  the  following  petition: 

"To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned;  citizens,  respectfully  represent  that 
alreadv  a  large  proportion  of  the  city  is  drained  by  so  gra.d- 
ing  the  streets  as  to  force  a  great  volume  of  water  into 
Illinois  street,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  property  there- 
on.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  fanciful  system  of  grad- 
ing and  ~>veling  originally  adopted  by  which  is  contrary  to 
the  natural  topography  of  the  city,  and  to  common  sense  and 
true  economy.   The  volume  of  water  thus  forced  into  Illinois 
street  ma^es  it  resemble  a  canal  rather  than  a  street,  when- 
ever there  is  even  a  moderate  rain.   The  undersigned  pray 
that  this  nuisance  may  not  be  increased,  even  if  it  cannot 
be  abated. 

Respectfully 
A. A.  Louden,  E.S.  Tyler,  W.W.  Weaver,  Ephraim  Colestock, 
Jacob  Vandegrift  Hampden  G-.  Finch,  Alfred  Potts,  H.F.  West, 
J.B.  McChesney,  L.F.  Van  Buren,  Abm  L.  Voorhees,  John  R.  Webb, 
Abm  Bird,  Joseph  A.  Wright,  H.  Bates,  G.  Norwood,  I. P.  Chapman, 
W.C.  Thompson,  &  H,  Griffith. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Maguire 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  paper  was  read 

"To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
We,  the  undersigned,  property  holders  on  the  North  Side 
of  Washington  Street  between  Meridian  Street  and  Pennsylvania 
Streets  protest  against  the  erection  of  Gas  posts  in  any  other 
positions  except  on  the  corners  of  Meridian  &  Pennsylvania 
street  and  at  a  point  equally  distant  from  them,  or  in  the 
centre  of  said  square  as  originally  contemplated. 

Wm  H  Talbott,  32  Jas.  C.  Yohn,  17  ft  Matthew  Little,  17 
Charles  Garner,  Francis  Phillips  17  ft  J.W.  Edgar,   W.K. 
Morrison,  J. P.  Drake  protesting  against  the  whole  thing  but 
wishes  a  fair  and  equal  distribution  of  the  lights  if  put  up, 
H  C  Newcomb,  for  Wards  estate  -  227  - 


On  Motion 

Referred  to  a  select  committee  who,  with  the  Civil 
Engineer,  were  instructed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  general 
location  of  lamp  posts, 

Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Maguire,  &  Delzell,  were  appointed 
said  committee 

The  Clerk  reported  that  the  petition  for  the  improvement 
of  Ohio  street,  between  Alabama  and  Noble  street,  contained 
two-thirds  of  the  feet  owned  by  the  residents  of  the  city 
residing  on  said  Ohio  street  between  the  points  named. 

On  Motion  it  was 

"Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  furnish  estimates, 
and  advertise  for  bids,  and  report  them  to  the  Common  Council" 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

We,  the  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  said  city,  respect- 
fully request  your  honorable  body  to  cause  to  be  replaced  in 
the  North  east  corner  of  said  city  the  boundary  stone,  now 
lying  prostrate  in  the  gutter  of  the  Indianapolis  &  Belle- 
fontaine  Railroad. 

H  P.  Coburn,  Wm  Hannaman,  John  Wilkins  &  R.A.  Taylor. 

On  Motion  it  was 

Ordered  That  the  Civil  Engineer  cause  the  boundary 
stone  of  the  North  east  corner  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis 
to  be  replaced. 

Mr  Pitts  presented  the  following  petition 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned,  owners  of  property  on  the  North  side 
of  Washington  street  West  of  the  canal,  as  far  as  West  street, 
respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  body  that  the  grade 
as  recently  established  by  the  Civil  Engineer,  is  much  too 
high;  that  their  property  is  greatly  damaged  in  consequence, 
while  no  public  good  is  accomplished.   We,  therefore,  pray 
that  said  grade  be  lowered  eighteen  inches,  and  that  the  street 
and  gutter  opposite  be  graded  with  the  extra  earth  to  be  taken 
from  the  sidewalk. 

Ellis  &  Spann,  67^  ft.   Henry  C.  Cox  67^,  Martin  Deven- 
port  67-|,  L  J  Railsback  25   3/4  feet. 

On  Motion  by  Pitts 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted. 

On  Motion 

Allowed  Comegys  &  McCord  for  building  bridge  Delaware 
St.   $268 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitts,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  estimate  the  work  done 
on  the  bridge  across  the  canal  on  Indiana  Avenue  and  report 


the  estimate  to  the  City  Clerk  who  is  hereby  authorized  to 
pay  the  same  less  20  per  centum" 

The  contract  for  building  two  foot  bridges  over  canal  on 
Washington  street  was,  on  Motion,  awarded  to  G  M  Horton  for 
$255  dollars,  that  being  the  best  bidder 

Mr  Maguire  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  presented 
the  ordinance  for  adoption: 

An  ordinance  relative  to  contracts  by  individuals  with 
the  City. 

Section  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,   That  ten  days' notice  shall  be  given  in  some 
newspaper  o  f  general  circulation  for  proposals  to  contract 
for  any  work,  to  be  done  for  said  city,  the  estimated  cost 
of  which  shall  exceed  fifty  dollars   the  kind  of  work  to  be 
specified  in  said  notice;  and  the  Council  reserve  the  right 
to  let  the  lowest  bidder,  if  he  may  in  the  opinion  of  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  of  said  Council  be  depended  on 
to  do  the  work  with  ability  and  promptness,  &  fidelity; 
and  if  such  be  not  their  opinion,  said  Council  may  give  such 
contract  to  the  next  lowest  bidder  with  like  reservation, 
advertise  again  or  decline  the  contract. 

Sec  2.   That  any  person  or  persons  stipulating  to  do 
work  for  the  city,  shall  within  five  days  of  the  acceptance 
of  their  proposition  by  the  said  city,  enter  into  contract, 
&   give  the  necessary  security  for  the  performance  of  the 
same  in  a  good  faithful,  and  workmanlike  manner,  agreeably 
to  the  ordinances,  resolutions,  specifications,  and  other 
regulations  that  now  are,  or  may  be  from  time  to  time  adopted 
by  the  city  and  in  case  of  failure  so  to  do,  the  proposition 
shall  be  void  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  binding  on  the  city. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Clerk  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  all  persons  failing  to  enter 
into  the  contract  awarded  them. 

Sec  3.   That  no  allowance  will  in  future  be  made  to  any 
person  or  persons  contracting  with  the  Common  Council  for 
more  than  there  contract. 

Sec.  4  No  member  of  the  Common  Council  shall  hold  or 
make  any  contract  with  the  Common  Council,  or  become  interest- 
ed in  any  job  by  which  he  shall  in  any  way,  directly  or  in- 
directly receive  any  pay  or  compensation  whatever,  except 
when  he  shall  be  the  lowest  bidder  at  a  public  or  competition 
bid. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards 
Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate. 
Noes:  None. 


Mr  Pitts  offerd  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  School  Trustees  proceed  to  organize 
the  public  schools  according  to  their  former  arrangements, 
and,  also,  contract  for  the  repairing  of  the  old  Seminary 
building. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Maguire 
&  Nelson  -  6 

Noes:  Messrs.  Edwards,  Karns,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wlngate. 
-  5 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  the  order  changing  the  grade  of 
sidewalk  on  North  side  of  Washington  street,  west  of  canal 
to  West  street  be  rescinded 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  that  the  resolution  directing  the  Judiciary 
committee  to  change  the  grade  on  Meridian  street  North  of 
North  street  be  reconsidered. 

Which  Motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:   Messrs.  Pitts  &  Strickland 

Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Nelson,  &  Wingate  -  8. 

The  following  communication  was  read  from  Mr.  McCarty 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee 

"The  committee  on  finance  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter 
of  negotiating  a  loan  on  the  credit  of  the  corporation,  re- 
port that  they  have  obtained  from  the  Branch  Bank  at  Indian- 
apolis a  discount  of  one  note  of  twentyfive  hundred  dollars 
payable  December  15,  1853,  from  which  deduct  interest  from 
the  16th  instr.nt,   we  have  the  proceed  of  $2448.75: 
Interest,  $51.25. 

Respectfully  submitted 
N.  McCarty,  Chr 

On  Motion 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  Motion 
Adjourned 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 

Attest  Daniel  B.  Culley 

City  Clerk. 


Called  Meeting. 

Common  Council  Chamber) 
August  23d  1853    ) 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Edvards  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  & 
Wingate,  Councilmen  &  Caleb  Scudder  -  Mayor. 

The  President  announoed  the  object  to  be  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  Civil  Engineer. 

On  Motion, 

The  ordinance  defining  the  duties  of  the  officers  of 
the  city  was  read,  amended  and  adopted  as  follows: 

An  Ordinance  relative  the  Officers  of  the  city  and  their 
duties. H 

Section  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indian- 
apolis:  That  the  City  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Marshal,  Civil  Engineer, 
Assessor,  Street  Commissioner,  Sealer  of  Weight  &  Measures,  & 
City  Attorney  of  said  city  before  entering  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices;  shall  give  bond 
and  severally  take  an  oath  of  office.   The  penalty  of  the  bonds 
for  the  Civil  Engineer,  Street  Commissioner,  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  &  City  Attorney  shall  be  five  hundred  dollars, 
each,  the  penalty  of  the  bonds  of  the  City  Clerk  and  Assessor 
shall  be  five  thousand  dollars;  the  penalty  of  the  bond  of  the 
Marshal  shall  be  two  thousand  dollars;  the  penalty  of  the  bond 
of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  2.   Each  and  every  officer  or  agent  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  is  hereby  prohibited  from 
buying  at  a  discount  any  city  order  or  other  evidence  of  in- 
debtedness of  said  city,  and  if  any  such  officer  or  agent 
shall  either  directly  or  indirectly  by  himself  or  agent  buy 
at  a  discount  any  city  order  or  other  evidence  of  city  in- 
debtedness he  or  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  before  the  Mayor  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum 
not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  each  and 
every  such  offense. 

-  Duties  of  the  City  Clerk.  - 

Sec.  3.   The  City  Clerk  shall  attend  all  meetings  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  record  their  proceedings;  keep  the  proper 
accounts  books  appertaining  to  his  office,  record  all  ordinances 
in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and,  in  connection 
with  the  President,  attest:  the  same;  make  yearly  tax  duplicate, 
preserve  all  papers  and  property  of  the  city  placed  in  his 
keeping,  and  deliver  the  same  on  going  out  of  office  to  the 
President;  make  quarterly  reports  to  the  Common  Council,  and  at 
the  first  regular  meeting  in  May  of  each  year  present  a  par- 
ticular statement  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  of  money 


belonging  to  the  city  of  all  the  debts  due  and  owing  to  and 
from  the  same  up  to  the  first  day  of  April;  and  perform  all 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  Common 
Council.   The  City  Clerk  shall  attend  at  the  Clerk's  office 
every  day,  Sundays,  fourth  of  July,  Christmas,  New  Year's 
day  &  Thanksgiving  day  excepted.   In  the  absence  or  disability 
of  the  Clerk  pro  tempero  appointments  may  be  made  by  a  vote 
of  a  majority  of  the  Councilraen  elected. 

Marshal's  duties. 

Sec.  4.   The  Marshal  shall  execute  the  orders  of  the 
Council  and  see  that  their  ordinances  are  enforced,  and  shall 
give  notice  to  the  Council  of  any  nuisances  suffered  or  made 
in  the  city;  and  if  the  person  suffering  on  his  premises  or 
occasionally  such  nuisance,  shall  not,  on  notice,  remove  it 
immediately,  the  Marshal  shall  remove  or  abate  the  same,  and 
shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  person 
occasioning  or  suffering  such  nuisance  as  aforesaid  double  the 
price  of  removing  or  abating  the  same,  which  shall  be  recover- 
able by  action  against  such  person  to  the  use  of  the  city. 
He  shall  not  only  be  industrious  and  vigilant  in  preventing, 
as  far  he  can,  infractionsof  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  and 
in  bringing  offenders  against  them  to  justice,  but  he  shall  be 
equally  vigilant  in  regard  to  offenders  against  the  penal  laws 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  committed  within  the  corporation 
limits,  and  in  suppressing  all  riots,  disturbances,  affrays,  and 
other  breaches  of  the  peace  within  the  same.   The  Marshal  shall 
keep  an  account  of  all  money  received  by  him  for  the  use  of  the 
city,  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  on  the  first  Saturday  of 
every  month,  &  take  his  receipt  therefor. 

-  Treasurers  Duties.  - 

Sec  5.   The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  due  the 
city  and  collected  from  all  sources,  and  pay  the  same  only 
on  the  presentation  of  the  properly  drawn  and  attested  orders 
of  the  Common  Council;  he  shall  report  to  the  regular  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Common  Council  the  money  transactions  of  the 
preceding  month,  accompanying  the  same  with  the  proper  vouchers; 
and  at  the  second  regular  meeting  in  April,  in  each  year,  he 
shall  lay  before  the  Council  a  full  and  complete  account  of 
the  financial  year  ending  the  olst  day  of  March  exhibiting 
separately  the  number  of  the  order  taken  up,  to  whom  paid, 
for  what  paid,  and  the  amount  paid.   The  Treasurer  shall  keep 
all  notes  and  bonds  belonging  to  the  city,  except  his  own, 
(which  shall  be  deposited  with  the  City  Clerk)  and  they  shall 
always  be  subject  to  the  Common  Council.   The  Treasurer  shall 
attend  at  the  Treasurer's  office  daily,  (Sundays  excepted) 
from  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  to  4  P.M.,  unless  otherwise  officially 
engaged,  and  at  such  other  hours  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
performance  of  duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  ordinance. 


Duties  of  the  Street  Commissioner. 

Sec  6.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Streets  to  remove,  or  cause  to  be  removed,  all  obstructions 
in  any  of  the  streets,  alleys,  or  sidewalks  in  said  city; 
and  on  view  or  complaint,  to  notify  any  person  who  may  have 
obstructed,  or  may  be  obstructing  any  of  the  streets,  alleys, 
or  sidewalks,  or  in  any  way  violating  any  ordinance  prohibit- 
ing obstructions  in  the  same  forthwith  to  remove  such  obstruc- 
tions in  the  same,  and  on  failure  to  do  so,  to  make  immediate 
complaint  to  the  Mayor.   He  shall,  also,  when  required  by  the 
Common  Council,  remove  all  loose  dirt,  filth,  rubbish  or 
other  obstructions  of  any  kinds  found  on  any  of  the  streets, 
or  alleys  of  the  city,  and  for  remedy  or  prevention  of 
which  no  other  direct  and  positive  provision  is  or  shall  be 
made;  and  shall  for  that  purpose  employ  at  the  expense  of 
the  city,  a  sufficient  number  of  laborers,  horses,  and  carts 
at  such  prices  as  the  Common  Council  may  fix  upon,  and  re- 
porting semi-monthly  the  expense  of  such  cleaning.  And  it 
shall  be  the  further  duty  of  said  Street  Commissioner  to  see 
that  all  laws,  ordinances,  contracts,  and  resolutions  passed 
or  entered  into  by  the  Common  Council,  regulating  or  in  any 
way  referring  to  streets,  sidewalks,  culverts,  or  bridges 
be  strictly  adhered  to  and  carried  out.  And  in  no  case  shall 
said  street  Commissioner  become  in  any  manner  whatsoever, 
either  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  execution  of 
any  contract  or  order  entered  into  or  passed  by  the  said 
Common  Council,  or  the  employment  of  laborers,  horses,  carts, 
etc.  employed  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  under  the  penalty 
of  immediate  dismissal  from  office,  and  upon  proof  and  con- 
viction before  the  Mayor,  or  of  any  other  officer  having 
jurisdiction,  of  being  so  interested,  shall  moreover  forfeit 
and  pay,  for  the  use  of  the  city,  any  sura  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars  with  costs  of  suit. 

Duties  of  Civil  Engineer. 

The  Civil  Engineer  shall  project  and  lay  before  the 
Common  Council  plans  of  all  improvements  of  streets,  lanes, 
alleys,  market  spaces,  and  public  commons,  and  all  other 
public  works  of  said  city  which  may  be  in  contemplation,  or 
which  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  public  good  and  convenience 
together  with  the  expense  of  the  same;  and  all  applications 
for  public  improvements  shall  be  made  to  the  Common  Council, 
which  shall  be  referred  to  the  said  Civil  Engineer,  who  shall 
report  thereon  to  the  Common  Council,  together  with  plans  and 
estimates  of  such  as  he  may  approve,  or  other  improvement 
which  he  may  recommend.   He  shall  receive  all  proposals  to  do 
all  public  works,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  Common  Council 
for  their  approval.   He  shall  examine  and  consider  plans 
proposed  of  all  market  houses,  bridges,  public  buildings,  and 
all  other  public  works,  and  report  to  the  Common  Council  such 


as  he  shall  approve,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expenses, 
and  his  opinion  and  recommendation  concerning  the  same.   He 
shall  inspect  the  timber,  iron.,  and  other  material  used  or  to 
be  used,  in  the  construction  of  Market  Houses,  bridges,  and 
public  buildings,  and  all  other  public  works,  and  shall  reject 
all  such  as  may  be  unsafe  or  unfit,  and  shall  forthwith  givp 
notice  thereof  to  the  Contractor,  or  to  the  party  furnishing 
such  materials.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Civil  Engineer, 
in  order  to  secure  a  faithful  and  timely  completion  of  the 
work,  when  necessary  to  notify  the  contractor  to  employ 
additional  force  of  men  and  horses,  and  in  case  of  the  neglect 
or  refusal  of  the  contrator  to  comply  therewith,  the  said 
Civil  Engineer  is  hereby  empowered  to  procure  such  additional 
force,  and  to  signify  the  same,  in  writing,  to  the  Common 
Council  v/ithin  ten  days  thereafter.   And  the  power  of  the  said 
Civil  Engineer,  as  above  expressed  shall  be  stipulated  in  the 
contract.   He  shall  superintend  all  the  public  works  ordered 
by  the  Common  Council.   He  shall  be  made  umpire  between  the 
city  and  the  contractor.   He  shall  have  the  power  stipulated 
in  the  contract,  that  during  the  progress  of  any  work,  when- 
ever in  his  opinion  the  said  work  is  not  progressing  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  or  in  a  manner  not  agreeable  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  to  order  the  further  progress  of  the 
work  suspended,  and  to  have  such  unfaithful  work  taken  down 
and  rebuilt  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  no  appropriation  or  pay- 
ment of  money  shall  be  made  on  any  public  work  by  the  Common 
Council,  until  the  said  Civil  Engineer  shall  certify  in  writing, 
that  the  work  has  been  done  agreeably  to  the  contract.   He 
shall  report  to  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  all  intrusions 
which  may  come  to  his  knowledge  on  any  of  the  streets  lanes, 
alleys,  Market  spaces,  and  commons  of  said  City.   He  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Common  Council,  or,  if  he  deem  it 
proper  and  right  to  be  done,  then  with  such  direction,  make 
surveys  of  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  market  spaces,  and 
commons,  and  execute  profile  delineations  and  draughts  of  the 
same.  He  shall  faithfully  and  diligently  superintend  all 
grading,  paving,  McAdamizing  in  said  city  for  which  the  Common 
Council  may  have  already  contractor,  or  may  hereafter  contract. 
He  shall  make  all  surveys  which  may  require  to  be  done  by  the 
Common  Council. 

Sec  8.   Said  Civil  Engineer  shall  find  and  mark  out  the 
line  of  all  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  market  spaces  and  commons, 
which  are  to  be  improved,  and  shall  also  find  and  mark  the 
line  of  improvement  to  be  made.   Said  Civil  Engineer  may 
appoint  an  assistant  Civil  Engineer,  to  assist  the  Civil 
Engineer  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  him  by 
this  ordinance.   The  pay  of  said  assistant  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Common  Council. 


Sec.  9.   Said  Civil  Engineer  shall  keep  an  office,  to 
be  provided  by  the  Common  Council,  and  such  office  shall  be 
kept  open  at  least  three  hours  each  day,  except  Sundays, 
Fourth  day  of  July,  &  such  other  days  as  by  resolution  the 
Council  may  determine;  and  the  Civil  Engineer  shall  at  all 
times  cause  the  hours  during  which  the  office  is  open  to  be 
posted  up  in  plain  words  at  the  door  of  said  office. 

Sec  10.   Said  Civil  Engineer  shall  cause  all  public 
surveys  maps,  charts,  draughts,  plans,  and  other  documents, 
made  by  himself  or  assistant,  to  be  recorded  in  said  office, 
in  books  to  be  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  and 
shall  be  carefully  preserved  in  said  office. 

Sec.  11.   Said  Civil  Engineer,  or  his  assistant,  shall 
not  after  his  election  to  office,  become  interested  in  any 
contracts,  for  the  public  improvement  of  the  streets,  lanes, 
alleys,  market  spaces,  commons,  public  buildings,  or  other 
public  work  of  said  city,  nor  be  the  security  for  any  con- 
tractor for  the  same,  nor  shall  his  assistant.   And  if  said 
Engineer  or  assistant  shall  violate  this  section,  he  or  they 
shall  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor  be  fined  for 
every  such  offense  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  with  costs 
of  suit,  and  moreover  shall  be  subject  to  dismissal  from 
Office. 

Sec.  12.   If  any  person  shall  interrupt  or  molest  the 
said  Civil  Engineer,  or  his  assistant,  while  he  or  they  are 
in  the  performance  of  their  official  duties  by  riding  or 
driving  any  horse,  animal,  vehicle,  of  any  kind,  against  the 
person  or  surveying  instruments  or  apparatus  of  said  Civil 
Engineer  or  assistant,  or  by   moving  or  deranging  and  stake, 
or  other  landmark,  fixed  or  determined  upon  by  either  of 
them,  or  by  wilfully  injuring  or  impeding  them  in  any  way, 
every  person  so  offending  shall,  on  conviction  thereof 
before  the  Mayor  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars  with  the  costs  of  suit. 

-  Duties  of  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures.  - 

Sec  13.   That  from  and  after  the  taking  effect  of  this 
ordinance,  there  shall  be  a  regulation  of  the  weights  and 
measures  within  this  city;  and  the  Standard  adopted  by  the 
State  of  Indiana  shall  be  the  best  by  which  they  shall  be 
compared  &  determined. 

Sec  14.   The  Common  Council,  at  the  expense  of  the  city, 
shall  procure  correct  and  approved  Standards,  with  the  several 
necessary  subdivisions  together  with  proper  beams  or  scales, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  and  proving  the  weights  and  measure) 
to  be  used  in  this  city. 


Sec  15.   It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sealer  of  Wei^its 
and  Measures,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  inspect  and  seal, 
at  least  once  in  each  and  every  year,  and  as  much  oftener  as 
he  thinks  proper,  all  weights  and  measures,  scales  and  beams, 
and  other,  weighing  instruments  used  in  said  city  in  weighing 
and  measuring  as  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  when  any  weights, 
measures,  scales,  and  beams  are  re-examined  and  found  to  be 
correct  the  inspector  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  fee  for 
for  such  re- examination. 

Sec  16.   Any  person  refusing  to  exhibit  any  weights,  measures. 
scales,  beams,  or  other  weighing  instruments  to  said  inspector, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  them  so  examined,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty- 
five  dollars  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  17.   The  Sealer  of  weights  and  measures  shall  be 
allowed  to  receive  the  following  fees  of  office,  and  services 
by  him  rendered  under  the  ordinance,  viz:  -  for  inspecting 
and  sealing  platform  scales  of  two  thousand  pounds  and  upwards, 
one  dollar  &   fifty  cents;  three  hundred  to  two  thousand 
pounds  one  dollar,  less  denomination  fifty  cents;  for  in- 
specting and  sealing  large  beams,  weighing  one  thousand 
pounds,  fifty  cents;  of  smaller  denominations  each  twenty 
five  cents,  for  inspecting  and  sealing  large  weights,  of 
five  pounds  and  upwards,  each  five  cents;  sett  of  counter 
weights  from  one  half  ounce  to  five  pounds, each  sett  twenty- 
five  cents;  for  comparing  and  dealing  dry  measure  bushel 
each  twenty  five  cents,  each  one  half  bushels  fifteen  cents, 
for  any  less  denomination  each  ten  cents;  for  comparing  and 
sealing  wine  measures,  for  three  gallon  measure  and  upwards, 
each  ten  cents;  for  each  smaller  dimension,  six  cents  each; 
for  each  yard  measure  six  cents. 

Sec.  18.   That  each  and  every  person  who  may  sell  any 
article,  by  weight  or  measure,  within  this  city,  shall  use 
only  such  weights  measures,  beams,  and  scales,  as  shall 
have  first  been  examined  and  sealed  by  the  said  sealer; 
and  that  any  person  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor,  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  five  dollars,  with  cost 
of  suit. 

Sec.  19.   That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  sealer  of 
7/eights  and  measures  to  examine,  put  in  good  order,  and  seal 
all  weights  and  measures,  beams  and  scales,  without  un- 
necessary delay,  after  the  same  shall  have  been   left  at  his 
shop  or  usual  place  of  business.   And  the  said  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  for  such 
services,  in  addition  to  the  fees  named  in  this  ordinance 
any  reasonable  sum  that  he  may  charge;  and  in  all  cases  where 
it  may  become  necessary  to  remove  his  weights,  measures  of 
standard,  to  any  other  than  his  shop  or  usual  place  of  busi- 
ness, the  person  or  persons,  whose  measures,  scales,  or  beams 
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are  to  be  inspected,  or  for  whom  such  removal  is  made,  shall 
pay  all  expenses  of  such  transportation. 

Sec  20.  All  ordinances  coming  within  the  purview  of 
this  ordinance   are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec  21.   This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage  and  publication. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Delzeil,  Edwards, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &   Wingate.  -  9  - 
Noes:  None. 

Mr  Maguire  asked  to  be  discharged  from  serving  on  the  com- 
mittee relative  to 'location  of  lamp  posts,"  which  request  was 
granted  & 

Mr  Nelson  added  to  that  committee. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitts  the  resolution  offered  by  him 
relative  to  graded  schools,  etc,  was  taken  from  the  table, 
Mr.  Dunlap  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail,  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzeil,  &   Nelson  -  4 
Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Edwards,  Maguire,  Pitts,  Strick- 
land, &  Wingate.  -  6. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  School  Trustees  proceed  to  organize 
the  public  schools  according  to  their  former  arrangements, 
and,  also,  contract  for  the  repairing  of  the  old  Seminary 
building  "according  to  their  report,  to  be  used  as  a  graded 
school. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Edwards,  Maguire,  Pitts,  Strick- 
land and  Wingate.  -  6 

Noes:  Messrs  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzeil,  &  Nelson,  4 

Mr  Delzeil  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption: 
Resolved,  That  the  School  Trustees  be  directed  to  procure 
sufficient  school  rooms  and  teachers  for  the  children  of  the 
city  who  they  may  not  be  able  to  accommodate  with  seats  in 
the  school  houses  of  the  city,  and  who  desire  to  attend 
school. 

Which  did  not  prevail 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Carlisle  &  Delzeil  -  2. 

Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate.  8 

Caleb  Scudder 
D  B  Culley  Clerk.  Mayor 

Adjourned. 


Monday,  August  29.  1853. 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Wingate,  Counoilmen,  & 
Scudder,  Mayor. 

Minutes  of  preceeding  meetings  read  and  approved. 

This  day  being  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  complaints 
against  the  assessment,  and  to  correct  and  equalize  the  same; 
many  persons  appeared  for  the  purpose  of  complaining  of  the 
assessment. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,   That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  call 
upon  the  assessor  and  his  deputies  and  with  them  examine  the 
assessment  upon  all  the  property  of  the  city,  and  equalize  the 
same,  and  to  correct  erroneueous  descriptions,  and  report  at 
the  next  session  of  the  Council. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty 
&  Nelson,  -  6 

Noes:   Messrs.  Pitts  &  Wingate  -  2. 

Messrs.  Maguire,  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Karns 
&  Pitts  were  appointed  said  committee 

Mr.  McCarty  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,   That  when  examining  the  assessment  of  property, 
persons  owning  property  are  requested  to  point  out  that  which 
may  be  too  low. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty 
&  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Wingate—  8. 
Noes.  None 

1271  Allowed  Hulings  &   Her  printing  etc  for 

Council  Chamber  4.00 

1270     n    Samuel  M.  Bristor  Hewing  & 

Dressing  finger  board.  2.50 

1269     ■    Karns  &  Brees  for  cisterns  etc  6.50 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  a  select  Committee  on  that  subject 
reported  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whon  was  referred  the  location  of  lamp 
posts  report  in  favor  of  the  plan  submitted  herewith  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Civil  Engineer,  as  follows;  Commencing  on 
South  Side  of  Washington  street  at  the  outer  edge  of  side- 
walk, at  the  West  side  of  every  and  placing  posts  at  One 
hundred  and  seventy  feet  eastward  one  from  the  other,  on  the 
North  side  of  Washington  street  commencing  at  the  outer  edge 
of  sidewalk  at  east  side  of  square  and  running  westward  one 
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hundred  and  seventy  feet  to  a  post,  and  the  same  distance  to 
intervene  between  each  and  every  post.   See  profile  in 
Clerk's  office 

Bradshaw  ) 

Nelson  &  ) 

Delzell  ) 

Concurred  in. 

Mr  Dunlap  presented  An  ordinance  entitled  "an  ordinance 
to  prohibit  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings"  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  accounts  presented  the 
following  report: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  following 
accounts  report  them  correct,  and  recommend  their  allowance. 

Bradshaw, ) 
Nelson   )  Com. 


Allowed,  Chas  Bisbing,  Messenger  Indpt  Reliss  Co. 

Mar.  &  Apl.  '  12.50 

"  A.  &  Chas  Eaton  Pumping  water  in  cistern  4.00 
"     Chas  Woods  Messenger  Indot  Reliss  Co. 

May  &  July  18.75 

"     Abner  Smith  Fixing  well,  etc  Marion  Fire  Co.  13.49 

The  following  petition  was  presented, 
"To  the  Common  Council: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Social  Order  of  Temperance  held  on 
Tuesday  evening,  August  23d  1353  at  Roberts1  Chapel  in  the 
City  of  Indianapolis,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted,  viz: 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  citizens  be  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  Common  Council,  at  the  first  meeting,  and  re- 
quest the  passage  of  an  ordinance  declaring  all  places  in 
the  city,  where  persons  known  to  be  in  the  habit  of  using 
intoxicating  drinks  resort,  "Public  Nuisances,"  and  to  be 
abated,  and  provide  what  shall  be  deemed  evidence  in  such 
cases,  to  authorize  the  prosecution,  and,  also,  provide  for 
the  arrest,  of  all  persons  keeping  such  drinking  establish- 
ments as  vagrants." 

The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a  committee  under 
said  resolution,  now  present  the  same  to  the  honorable  Common 
Council  of  Indianapolis,  and  request  them  to  pass  an  ordinance 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  resolution. 

R.  B.  Duncan    ) 
Calvin  Fletcher) 
James  M.  Ray   )  Com. 
James  Blake    ) 
Wm  Hannaman    ) 
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On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  instruct- 
ions to  report  an  ordinance  as  prayed  for. 

The  following  petition  was  presented  and  read: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned,  pray  you  to  order  the  construction  of 
two  foot  bridges,  one  over  the  ditch  by  Washington  Street, 
and  another  across  a  branch  running  through  the  alley 
between  Out  lots  Nos.  71  &  72,  also,  leveling  about  four  yards 
in  said  alley. 

We  would  suggest  to  your  honors  to  refer  it  to  your 
committee  on  streets  and  alleys  to  convince  you  how  necessary 
it  is  for  us  to  get  this  done,  seeing  that  such  requests  were 
not  refused  to  our  neighbors,  and  having  no  access  to  our 
respective  lots  which  we  purchased  lately  on  Out-Block  No.  72. 
except  by  way  of  this  alley. 

Habert  H.  Masson. 
Patrick  Barrett. 
Henry  Avels. 
Henry  Hoffman 

On  Motion, 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  and  alleys. 

The  following  petition  was  presented  and  read. 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
Your  petitioners,  owning  all  the  property  on  North  side 
of  Vermont  Street,  between  Pennsylvania  and  Meridian  Streets 
ask  you  to  order  the  said  street  graded  and  graveled  between 
the  points  named  at  a  grade  which  was  agreed  to  at  a  change  of 
grade  of  Pennsylvania  street  some  two  years  since,  as  follows: 
commencing  at  the  center  of  the  street  at  a  cut  of  twelve 
inches  of  ground  below  the  present  surface  of  the  ground,  at 
the  center  of  street  and  run  from  thence  the  grade  east  to 
Pennsylvania  St.  and  west  to  Meridian  street,  also,  your 
petitioners  ask  the  Council  to  pay  any  extra  expense  which 
may  accrue  in  filling  up  the  gravel  pit  in  said  street. 

The  property  on  South  side  of  said  street  is  owned  by 
the  State. 

Jas  W  Yandes  ) 
Jeremy  Mansur  ) 
Isaiah  Mansur  ) 

On  Motion 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted. 

A  communication  was  read  from  D.V.  Culley  relative  to 
lighting  east  side  of  Square  No. 

Also,  a  communication  relative  to  the  same  subject  from 
E.S.  Alvord 

Which  were,  on  Motion, 
Laid  on  the  table. 
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Mr  Delzell, 

Resolved,   That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Central  plank 
Road  Company  are  about  constructing  a  new  bridge  over  Pogues1 
Run,  on  Washington  street,  the  committee  on  bridges  with  the 
Civil  Engineer  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  confer 
immediately  with  the  proper  officers  of  the  said  plank  road 
company  in  relation  to  a  change  in  the  channel  of  the  Run  & 
report  to  the  Council  at  its  next  meeting. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty, 
Pitts  &  Wingate  -  7 

Noes:  Mr  Nelson  -  1. 

Mr.  McCarty  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,   That  the  City  Treasurer  be  requested  to  call 
on  the  banking  houses  of  the  City,  and  ascertain  what  rate  of 
interest  they  will  allow  on  the  deposite  of  money  belonging 
to  the  City  Treasury,  and  submit  to  the  Common  Council,  and  on, 
and  after  their  approval  of  any  such  propositions  the  Treasurer 
be  required  to  deposite  all  moneys  collected  from  time  as  he 
may  make  collections. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty, 
Nelson,  Strickland  &  Wingate  -  8 

Noes:  Messrs  Bradshaw,  &  Pitts.  -  2 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Karns,  the  Council  adjourned  to  meet  at 
7§  Oclock  P.M.  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  salaries  of 
officers. 

Adjourned 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 
Daniel  B  Cully,  City  Clerk. 


Evening  Session. 


7|  O'clock,  P.M. 
Council  met.   Present  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlap  Delzell, 
Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate 
Councilmen,  &  C  Scudder  President. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Dunlap 

The  Mayor  was  directed  to  procure  a  Coal  stove  with 
necessary  piping  for'  the  Common  Council  Chamber. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Bradshaw 

The  following  ordinance  was  read,  &  the  blanks  filled: 
An  ordinance  relative  to  Salaries  &  Compensation  of 
Officers. 

Section  1  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 


Indianapolis:   That  the  Salaries  of  the  officers  of  this  City 
shall  be  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  The  annual  salary  of  the  Mayor  shall  be  Six  hundred 
dollars 

2  The  annual  Salary  of  the  City  Clerk  shall  be  Six 
hundred  dollars. 

3.   The  annual  Salary  of  the  Marshall  shall  be  five 
hundred  dollars 

4  The  annual  salary  of  the  Civil  Engineer  shall  be 
Eight  hundred  dollars; 

5.   The  annual  Salary  of  the  Street  Commissioner  shall 
be  four  hundred  dollars. 

6  The  annual  Salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  East  Market 
shall  be  One  hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars, 

7  The  annual  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  West  Market 
shall  be  One  hundred  &  seventy  five  dollars. 

8  The  annual  Salary  of  the  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave 
Yard  shall  be  Eighty  dollars. 

9.  The  annual  salary  of  the  Deputy  Marshal  shall  be 
four  hundred  dollars. 

10.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  five  per  centum  on  the 
first  #10,000  collected  upon  the  duplicate,  and  2-|  per  centum 
on  all  collections  over  and  above,  that  amount. 

11  Each  Councilman  shall  receive  two  dollars  for  every 
regular  meeting,  and  one  dollar  for  every  special  meeting  of 
the  Common  Council,  he  may  attend. 

Sec.  2.  All  fees,  salaries,  or  compensation,  allowed  by 
this  ordinance,  or  any  other  hereafter  established  shall  be 
paid  quaterly  on  first  Monday  after  the  first  Tuesday  of 
August,  November,  February  &  May  of  each  year. 

Sec.  3  This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

Which  was  adopted  by,  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Karns,  McCarty, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  S 

Noes,  -  Maguire  &  Wingate  -  2. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned.  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 

Attest 

D.B.  Culley,  City  Clerk 
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-  Regular  Meeting  - 

Common  Council  Chamber 
September  5th  1853 

Council  met.  Present  Messrs  Bradshaw,Dunlap, Del zell, Durham, 
Edwards, Karns,Magui re, McCarty, Nelson, Newcomb, Pitts , Strickland, 
&  Wingate,  Councilmen,  &  Scudder  Mayor. 

The  Treasurer  made  monthly  report,  which  was  read. 

The  Street  Commissioner's  report  was  read,  and  on  Motion  Re- 
ferred to  Committed  on  Accounts. 

Several  accounts  were  presented  and  referred  to  committee  on 
accounts. 

Allowed  Benjamin  Pilbean  Removing  Nuisances  $2.00 

Mr.  Dunlap  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  presented  the 
following  ordinance: 

"An  Ordinance  for  the  better  security  of  stables  from  fires 
Section  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indiana- 
polis, That  no  owners  or  owners  or  occupant  of  any  livery  or 
other  stable  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation,  nor  any 
person  or  persons  in  their  employ,  shall  be  allowed  to  use 
therein  any  lighted  can  file  or  other  light,  except  the  same  be 
secured  within  a  tin  or  glass  lantern;  nor  shall  any  person 
smoke  or  bring  a  lighted  segar  or  pipe,  or  fire  crackers, 
in  the  aforesaid  stables;  nor  within  twenty  feet  of  the  same, 
and  every  person  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  or- 
dinance, on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor  of  said  city, 
shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  five  dollars 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Mayor. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  ordinances  passed  by  the  Common  Council 
and  now  in  force  conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  this  or- 
dinance, be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes;  Messrs.  Br  adshaw,  Dunlap,  Del  zell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Kams, 

Maguire,McCarty, Nelson, Newcomb, Pitts, Strickland  &  Wingate  13 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap, 

The  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance  to  prohibit  the  erec- 
tion of  Wooden  building,  "  was  read  a  second  time,  as  follows: 
An  ordinance  to  prevent  the  erection  of  Wooden  Buildings" 

Section  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indiana- 
polis That  application  made  to  the  Common  Council, 


104 


by  the  owners  of  property  in  any  square  or  fractional  square, 
to  prohibit  the  erection  of  Wooden  buildings  thereon,  shall 
be  signed  by  three- fourths  of  the  number  of  owners  of  property 
in  any  square  or  fractional  square,  and  if  the  Common  Council 
deem  it  expedient  to  grant  such  application,  it  shall  be  placed 
upon  the  record,  and  notice  thereof  given  by  the  City  Clerk, 
in  the  newspapers  wherein  the  ordinances  of  the  city  are 
published. 

Sec  2.   That  after  an  application  shall  have  been 
granted,  and  notice  thereof  given  as  aforesaid,  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  in  any  such 
square  or  fractional  square  as  aforesaid  any  building  or  any 
addition  to  any  building  before  erected,  the  outer  walls 
thereof  shall  be  composed  entirely  of  brick  or  stone  and 
mortar,  or  if  any  person  shall  move  or  cause  to  be  moved  any 
frame  or  wooden  building  on  any  square  or  fractional  square 
as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  or  persons  shall  on  conviction 
thereof  before  the  Mayor  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars,  with  costs  of  suit,  and  a  furthur  sum  of  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars,  for  each  and  every  day  such  pro- 
hibited buildings  as  aforesaid  shall  be  suffered  to  remain 
after  the  conviction  as  aforesaid. 

Sec  3.   All  ordinances  heretofore  passed  by  the  Common 
Council  inconsistent  with  this  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "each  square"  and 
amend  by  inserting  "from  East  Street  to  Canal  &  between 
Market  &  Maryland  streets." 

Which  Motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by  adding 
provided  that  the  squares  bordering  on  Washington  street 
and  from  Alabama  to  Mississippi  Streets  upon  which  no  frame 
building  shall  be  erected. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "Ala- 
bama to  Mississippi  streets"  and  insert  from  the  canal  to 
East  street. " 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  Mr  Maguire  amendment  as 
amended  to  the  ordinance  which  motion  to  amend  prevailed. 

Mr  Edwards  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  from  the 
ordaining  clause  and  insert  the  following: 

That  the  ordinance  entitled  "an  ordinance  to  prevent 
the  erection  of  frame  buildings  on  Washington  Street" 
approved  November  4th  1851  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the 
provision  of  that  ordinance  so  as  to  prohibit  the  erection 
of  frame  buildings  from  Maryland  street  to  Market  street. 
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On  Motion 

The  amendment  to  the  ordinance  was  amended  by  adding, 
and  "from  East  Street  to  the  Canal." 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  to  amend  by  adding 

Sec.   .   Any  person  violating  the  ordinance  to  which  this 
is  an  amendment,  or  this  ordinance,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  and  the  words  "five  hundred 
dollars"  where  they  occur  in  said  ordinance  are  hereby  stricken 
out. 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  to  amend  by  acding: 

Sec.    When  hereafter  any  frame  building  heretofore 
erected  within  the  limits  aforesaid  shall  be  removed  the  same 
shall  not  be  relocated  v/ithin  said  limits,  but  shall  be  re- 
moved without  the  same,  and  the  relocation  of  any  frame  build- 
ing within  the  streets  aforesaid,  shall  be  punished  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  and  shall  be 
removed  in  like  manner. 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  ordinance  as 
amended. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb  Pitts,  &  Wingate  -  11. 
Noes:  Messrs.  Delzell  &  Strickland  -  2. 

Mr  Delzell  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  and  alleys 
reported  as  follows: 

To  the  Common  Council, 

The  committee  on  streets  &  alleys  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Habert  A.Maasson,  etc.,  praying  for  certain 
improvements  report  as  follows,  the  committee  recommend  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  on  Washington  Street  across  the  ditch 
at  the  alley  between  Out  Blocks  Nos.  71  &  72,  as  to  the 
other  bridge  the  conceive  it  to  be  simply  a  private  conven- 
ience, and  that  the  city  have  no  control  of  the  matter  unless  • 
upon  petition  signed  by  Two-thirds  of  the  residents  and  ask- 
ing for  the  improvement. 

Samuel  Delzell. 

On  Motion 

The  report  was  received,  &  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Maguire  from  a  Select  Committee  presented  the  follow- 
ing report: 

Mr  President 

The  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Common  Council  at  its  last  regular  meeting, 


.06 


the  assessment  roll  of  the  City  Assessor,  with  instructions 
to  examine  it,  and  in  connection  with  the  Assessor  to  equalize 
the  valuation,  correct  erroneous  descriptions,  and  report  to 
this  meeting  of  the  Council,  respectfully  -  report,  that  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Council,  a  portion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, with  the  Assessor,  have  been  engaged  ever  since  their 
appointment  in  endeavoring  to  carry  out  the  object  had  in 
view  by  the  Council  in  their  appointment,  and  have  done  all 
they  could  do  in  the  time  limited  for  their  action.   They 
received  and  acted  upon  the  complaints  of  all  who  called  upon 
them  for  that  purpose,  and  made  such  alterations  as  in  their 
judgment  seemed  to  be  in  accordance  with  justice.   The  time 
allowed  did  not  permit  the  Committee  to  proceed  systematically 
over  all  parts  of  the  city  and  donation,  which  would  in  fact 
have  been  but  little  less  trouble  than  to  have  made  an  entirely 
new  assessment.   They  did,  however,  besides  acting  upon  all  the 
cases  brought  to  their  attention  by  owners  of  property  who  deem- 
ed  themselves  aggrieved,  equalize  the  property  in  all  cases 
of  obvious  inequality  which  a  cursory  examination  of  the  book 
and  their  own  knowledge  suggested  as  proper.   They  also  correct- 
ed all  the  erroneous  descriptions  discovered  by  them  and  added 
some  property  and  polls  that  were  omitted.   The  committee  did 
not  undertake  to  supply  all  the  omissions,  for  the  reason  that 
they  had  not  at  hand  sufficient  data  from  which  they  would 
ascertain  the  full  amount,  and  because  the  Treasurer  of  the 
city  is  fully  authorized  and  it  is  his  duty  to  assess  all 
property  and  polls  overlooked  by  the  Assessor,  a  duty  which 
the  committee  have  the  assurance  of  the  ""-reasurer  will  be  dis- 
charged to  the  utmost  of  his  ability. 

The  Committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

D.  Maguire 

Chrm. 

On  Motion 

The  report  was  received,  &  the  committee  discharged. 

The  following  petition  was  presented: 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  respectfully  report  that  the  persons 
owning  or  claiming  to  own  the  grounds  on  Out  Block  No  181 
laid  of  by  Wm  Young  and  designated  as  the  Bellfontaine 
Depot  grounds,  are  so  occupied  and  used  as  to  obstruct  and 
wholly  prevent  the  passage  of  wagons  and  other  wheeled  vehicles 
upon  and  across  said  grounds.   That  the  greater  part  of  said 
Wm  Young* s  addition  to  the  city  of  Indianapolis  is  situate  upon 
said  Out  Block  No  181  North  of  said  depot  grounds.   That  the 
purchaser  of  lots  in  said  Youngs  addition  purchased  the  same 
in  good  faith  that  the  had  &  would  forever  retain  a  right  of 
way  to  and  from  the  central  parts  of  the  city  over  and  across 
said  depot  grounds  and  whether  such  legal  right  actually  now 
subsist  or  not,  they  claim  that  they  have  a  right  to  have  it 
secured  to  them.   They  have  no  way  of  access  to  the  central 
or  other  parts  of  the  city,  or  of  communication  with  it  other 
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than  through  and  across  said  grounds,  and  if  the  design  of 
the   said  owners  or  claimants  of  said  grounds  shall  not  be 
consummated  they  be  shut  up  and  isolated  with  no  public 
thoroughfare  available  to  them  communicative  with  either  the 
city  or  country.   That  it  is  for  their  interest  and  conven- 
ience, and,  also,  for  the  interest  &  convenience  of  the  people 
of  the  surrounding  country  that  there  should  be  one  or  more 
streets  or  public  highways  running  in  a  North  and  South 
direction  through  and  across  said  grounds. 

The  undersigned  would,  therefore,  respectfully  petition 
your  body  that  you  cause  and  examination  to  be  made  of  these 
grounds  and  premises  and  proper  streets  and  highways  to  be 
established  laid  off  and  opened  and  kept  free  from  obstructions 
upon  and  across  said  grounds  in  a  North  and  South  direction 
at  such  places  and  of  such  width  as  may  best  subserve  public 
convenience  and  be  of  the  least  detriment  to  private  interests. 


Aber  McKinley, 
James  Darrow, 
Gyrus  Mathers, 
Aaron  Clem 
John  H  Hopper 
L.  Q,.  Hanna 
Philip  J  Kuhn, 
Henry  Severin 
Luding  Sunn, 
Ovid  Butler 
James  Rawon 


Philip  Pressel, 
John  Loucks, 
James  F  Graham, 
Daniel  Pope, 
Brazilla  M  Blount, 
John  Deary 
Leefert  Kusselt, 
Wm  Richemmin 
Jesse  Burk. 
Andrew  L.  Stout, 
Conrad  Harman, 
John  Kausen. 


David  Loucks, 
David  Springer, 
James  Donovan 
Peter  Sohwelnhearte 
C.  N.  Blount 
John  M.  Barnecto 
Jacob  Renger 
C  Presset 
C  Vanlaninghan 
Eli  Tolan 
Patrick  Uttler. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap 

The  vote  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
streets  and  alleys  upon  the  petition  of  the  Lawrenceburg  and 
Upper  Mississippi  Railroad  Company  was  reconsidered,  and  the 
petition  referred  to  a  select  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Dunlap,  Durham  &  Pitts. 

Mr  Newcomb  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  ordinance  adopted  on  the  29th  day 
of  August,  1853,  entitled  "An  ordinance  relative  to  Salaries 
and  Compensation  of  Officers,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
suspended  until  the  next  regular  meeting.   And  the  City 
Treasurer  is  hereby  prohibited  from  paying  the  salaries  named 
in  said  Ordinance  until  the  further  action  of  the  Common 
Council  thereon. 


Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  Messrs.  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Maguire,  McCarty. 


Nelson,  Newcomb  &  Wingate 

Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
land  -  5 


Dunlap,  Karns  Pitts,  Strick- 


Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 
Whereas,  This  Council  did,  heretofore,  direct  a  change 
in  the  grade  of  Meridian  Street  upon  certain  conditions,  re- 
quiring levels  to  be  taken  to  ascertain  whether  Illinois  street 
grade  will  admit  of  a  change  of  grade  of  Meridian  Streets;  also, 
estimates  should  be  furnished  of  work  done  on  said  street,  and 
on  the  sidewalk  v/est  of  canal  and  estimates  should  be  made  and 
work  let,  for  improvement  ordered  by  the  Common  Council,  and 
work  already  contracted  for  requires  superintendence;  none  of 
which  can  be  done  unless  a  civil  engineer  be  procured,  there- 
fore, 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  ?<Tayor  be  directed  to  procure 
the  services  of  a  Civil  Engineer  to  do  and  perform  such  work 
as  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  until  the  recovery  of 
the  City  Engineer  now  sick,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor  it 
is  desirable. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  & 
Wingate  -  13 

Noes.  -  None. 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  take  the 
level  of  Alabama,  Delaware,  &  Pennsylvania  streets  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of  draining  the 
water  into  Pogues '  Run  direct,  and  if  found  feasible,  to  lay 
before  the  Council  the  estimated  cost  of  each  street. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  & 
Wingate.  -  13 

Noes:  None. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  for  adoption  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Streets  and  alleys  be 
instructed  to  investigate  and  report  to  this  Council  whether 
any  agreement  has  ever  been  entered  into  between  the  Common 
Council  and  the  Union  Railroad  Company  in  relation  to  the 
crossings  of  Streets  and  alleys  from  Massachusetts  Avenue  to 
Tennessee  street  inclusive,  and  if  any  agreement  was  made 
whether  the  said  Union  Railroad  Company  has  complied  with  the 
provisions  of  said  agreement  in  relation  to  the  crossing  of 
Washington  &  Noble  Streets,  and  report  the  whole  facts  to  the 
Council  at  the  next  meeting. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwrads,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  Strickland  & 
Wingate.  -  12. 

Noes:  -  None. 


Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  for  adoption: 

Resolved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  publish 
in  the  daily  papers  of  the  city  that  the  Common  Council  will 
meet  on  the  12th  day  of  September,  A.D.  1853  at  One  O'clock, 
P.M.  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding  upon  all  com- 
plaints that  may  be  presented  to  them  in  relation  to  the 
assessment  of  property,  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis.'1 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Strickland,  &  Wingate.  -  10. 
Noes:  Messrs.  Edwards,  &  Pitts.  -  2. 

The  proposition  of  Wm  Wood  to  sell  to  the  city  20  ft 
of  lot  No.  1  in  Square  60,  fronting  on  East  street  for  $300, 
and  to  build  a  brick  house  20  by  50  feet,  two  stories  high, 
exclusive  of  inside  finish  for  $500.   $300  in  cash  &  $200  in 
corporation  orders,  was  read,  and  before  any  action, 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  to  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  Tj-  o'clock  P.M. 

Which  Motion  prevailed 

Adjourned  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor 

Attest: 

D.B,  Culley, 
City  Clerk 


Adjourned  Meeting  Evening  Session. 

Common  Council  Chamber) 
September  5th  1853.  ). 

Council  met.   Pursuant  to  adjournment  Present  Messrs. 
Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  McCarty  Maguire , 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate,  Councilmen  &  Scudder  - 
Mayor. 

The  following  communication  was  read  from  J.L.  Ketchum: 

"The  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

"I  received  a  resolution  of  the  Council  asking  from  me 
a  proposition  of  settlement  in  the  matter  of  lots  10,  11  & 
12  in  Square  No.  48,  etc. 

Some  two  or  three  years  ago  I  sold  and  conveyed  to  John 
M.  Talbott  Lot  No.  10.   This  lot,  therefore,  is  beyond  my 
control.   ^  still  hold  the  other  two,  and  am  willing  to  re- 
convey  them  to  the  city  upon  any  reasonable  terms,  upon  the 
city  confirming  the  title  to  lot  10  in  Talbott,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  the  matter,  I  will  at  any  time  meet  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  Council  for  that  purpose.   I  have 
no  doubt  of  my  title  to  the  lots,  but  still  if  the  Council 
wish  lots  Nos  11  &  12,  I  have  always  expressed  a  willingness 
to  let  them  have  them  on  honorable  and  reasonable  terms. 
I  once  expressed  the  same  thing  to  hervey  Bates,  then  a 
member  of  the  Council,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  learn 
from  me  what  I  would  do;  adding  as  I  did,  that  he  might  be 
the  judge  of  "what  was  honorable  and  reasonable,"   Since 
which  time,  there  has  been  no  movement  in  the  matter  until  the 
resolution  above  referred  to. 

Respectfully 

John  L.  Ketchum. 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  committee  of  the  Judiciary. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Delzell  the  proposition  of  Wm  Woods 
relative  to  lot  &  house  for  the  use  of  Invincible  Fire  Company 
was  taken  up,  &  read. 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption: 
Resolved  That  the  sum  of  |300  be  appropriated  to  purchase 
20  feet  of  lot  No  1  in  Square  No  60.  & 

Be  it  further  resolved,   That  the  City  Engineer  advertise 
for  bids  for  the  erection  of  a  brick  house,  two  stories  high 
twenty  feet  front  by  fifty  feet  deep:  Provided,  That  the  cost 
of  said  building  shall  not  exceed  $700. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate.  -  11 
Noes.  -  None. 
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On  Motion  by  Mr.  Karns  the  vote  directing  the  location  of 
the  Hook  &  Ladder  Wagon  House  on  Lot  2  in  Square  43  (ie  West 
Market  Space)  was  reconsidered. 

The  question  then  being  as  to  a  location  of  said  house, 
resulted  in  the  selection  of  the  East  Market  Space  by  the 
following  vote. 

For  the  East  Market  space:   Messrs  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  McCarty,  &  Wingate.  -  7. 

For  the  West  Market  space,  Messrs.  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts  &  Strickland  -  4. 

Mr.  Karns  moved  that  an  estimate  be  made  by  the  Civil 
Engineer  of  a  brick  house  12  feet  front  and  sixty  feet  deep, 
for  the  use  of  the  Hook  &  Ladder  Company,  and  report  at  next 
meeting. 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

Caleb  Scudder  Mayor. 
Attest: 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk. 


Special  Meeting. 


Common  Council  Chamber) 
September  12,  1853  ) 


Council  met.   Present  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire ,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland 
Councilmen,  &  Scudder  President. 


On  Motion  by  Mr  Pitts 

The  assessment  against  the  Madison  Railroad  Company  was 
increased  $15,000  for  improvements  &  decreased  $28,000  for 
track, 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Pitts 

The  assessment  against  the  several  roade  composing  the 
Union  Railroad  Company  for  their  proportion  of  the  Union 
Depot  was  erased  and  the  amount  assessed  to  the  Union  Rail- 
road Company 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  the  valuation  on  Mr.  Holliday's 
nine  lots  in  Square  No.   be  increased  to  $9,000 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

*  Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  ordinance  for  adoption: 
"An  ordinance  explanatory  of  an  ordinance  amendatory  of 
an  ordinance,  entitled  an  ordinance  to  prevent  the  erection 
of  Wooden  buildings  on  Washington  Street." 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  of  the  city  of 
Indianapolis,   That  the  ordinance  amendatory  of  an  ordinance 
entitled  "an  ordinance  to  prevent  the  errection  of  Wooden 
buildings  on  Washington  street  approved  September  5th  1853, 
be  so  construed  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  erection  of 
buildings  for  which  contracts  has  been  made  and  materials 
furnished  on  the  ground  previous  to  the  passage  of  said 
ordinance. 

Section  2.   This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

Which  was  ordained  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland  -  9. 
Noes:  None. 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  the  Council  proceed  to  the  levying 
of  the  taxes  for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Newcomb  presented  the  following  ordinance: 

"An  ordinance  relative  to  the  levying  of  taxes  for  the 
year  1853  for  city  purooses. 
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Section  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  Indianapolis,   That  a  tax  for  general  city  purposes 
shall  he  &  is  hereby  levied  upon  each  one  hundred  dollars, 
of  the  value  of  all  property  entered  for  taxation  in  the 
general  list  of  city  taxables,  for  the  year  1853.   The  sum 
of  forty  cents;  and  on  each  poll,  subject  by  law  to  taxation 
50  cents. 

Sec  2.   That  there  is  hereby  levied,  upon  each  one 
hundred  dollars  of  said  list  of  Taxables,  for  school  purposes 
for  the  current  year  the  sum  of  twenty  cents. 

Sec  3.   This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  the  blank  relative  to  poll  tax  be  filled 
by  the  figures  25 

Mr.  Edwards  that  it  be  filled  with  figures  50. 

The  question  being  "Shall  the  blank  be  filled  with  the 
fifures  50?" 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  Motion  by  Mr. 

"Section  1st  was  amended  by  adding"  and  on  each  day  on 
the  assessment  roll  one  dollar". 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Delzell  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "forty"  where  it 
occurs  in  the  ordinance  relative  to  the  general  city  tax,  and 
insert  "thirty." 

Which  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Delzell,  McCarty,  &  Newcomb.  -  3 
Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  8. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the 
ordinance  it  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strickland.  -  10 

Noes:  Mr.  Delzell.   1 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap,  it  v/as 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  give  grade  stakes  for 
a  brick  sidewalk  on  the  North  &  East  of  Lot  No.  1  in  Square 
No.  75.   (Baptist  church  lot.) 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb,  it  was 

Ordered,   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
grade  &  gravel  the  sidewalk  on  West  side  of  Pennsylvania 


- 
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street  at  the  crossing  of  Michigan  street. M 

Mr  Bradshaw  presented  an  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance 
to  prevent  the  sale  and  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  wine,  ale 
beer,  and  other  malt  liquors  with  the  limits  of  the  city 
of  Indianapolis" 

Which  was  on  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb 
Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

On  Motion 
Adjourned 

Daniel  B.  Culley  Caleb  Scudder 

City  Clerk.  Mayor 


Common  Council  Chamber 
September  19th  1853. 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  & 
Strickland,  Councilraen  &  Scudder,  -  Mayor. 

Minutes  of  the  preceeding  meetings  read  and  approved. 

1292  Allowed  Wm  T  Hubbard,  Relief  Engine  House 

Rent,  (to  15  Sept.)  20.00 

Messrs.  Foote  &  Rice's  acc't  for  candles  amounting  to 
70^  procured  in  Oct.  1851  -  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  accounts. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Nelson  the  rules  were  suspended  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  a  resolution  for  adoption: 

Mr  Nelson  presented  the  following  resolution:   _ 

Whereas,  this  Council  has  elected  a  printer  /which  is 
not  a  fact/~to  do  their  printing,  and  publish  all  matters 
ordered  by  the  Council;   And  whereas,  The  City  Clerk  has 
seen  proper  to  give  a  large  pur  Hun  of  the  printing  to 
other* off ices  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  this  Council; 
therefore,  be  it  Resolved  That  hereafter  this  Council  will 
not  be  responsible  for  the  printing  contracted  for  by  the 
city  officers  with  any  other  than  the  regularly  elected 
printer,  unless  directed  especially  "by  this  Council. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  8 

Noes:  Messrs.  Maguire,  &  Newcomb.  -  2 

The  City  Clerk  immediately  tendered  his  resignation, 
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On  Motion,   The  vote  was  reconsidered.   The  Council  dis- 
claiming any  intention  to  censure  the  -Clerk. 

Mr  Nelson  withdrew  the  preamble  and  resolution,  &  accepted 
the  following,  after  being  read  by  Mr  Edwards: 

"Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  the  printing  ordered  by 
the  Common  Council  shall  be  given  to  the  Locomotive  office, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Council. 

Which  was  not  adopted  by  the  following: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Edwards,  Nelson,  &  Pitts.   3. 
Noes.   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Newcomb  &  Strickland.  -  7. 

Mr.  Bradshaw,  from  the  committee  on  accounts  made  the 
following  report: 

Your  committee  report  the  following  accounts  as  correct 
8c   recommend  their  allowance. 

1291  Allowed,  Abner  Smith,  for  Labor  14.06 

1299  ■  Ed.  O'Brien  .90 

1300  «  F.  Shearer  1.88 
1294  "  Silas  Harris  6.25 
1296  «  O.Rice  20.75 

1301  "  Adams  &  Co's  Company  4.00 

1302  "  Indiana  State  Journal  Company  44.10 

Mr  Newcomb  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary 
presented  the  following  ordinance,  &  recommended  its  pass- 
age. 

"An  ordinance  supplemental  to  and  amendatory  of  an 
ordinance  entitled  "an  ordinance  relative  to  nuisances  and 
other  offenses  against  the  police  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis. 

Section  1.   ^e  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Indianapolis,   That  any  person  who  shall  keep  a  house 
of  ill  fame,  or  prostitution  within  the  limits  of  the  city 
of  Indianapolis,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  be  finded  in 
any  sum  not  exceeding  thirty  dollars  nor  less  than  Twenty 
dollars,  and  on  any  subsequent  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  nor  less  than 
forty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.   Any  person  being  the  owner  or  occupier  of  or 
agent  for  the  renting  of  any  building  within  this  city,  who 
shall  knowingly  rent  such  building  to  be  used  as  a  house  of 
ill  fame  or  prostitution  or  shall  permit  the  same  to  be  used 
rent  free  for  that  purpose,  shall  on  conviction  thereof  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  twenty  dollars  nor  more  than 
fifty  dollars;  and  proof  that  the  lessor,  owner,  or  agent 
was  apprised  of  the  previous  bad  character  of  the  lessee  or 
lessees  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  that  such  lessor,  owner, 
or  agent  was  apprized  of  the  purposes  to  which  such  house 
or  building  was  to  be  applied. 
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Sec  3.   Any  person  who  shall  disturb  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  city  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  by  making 
loud  and  unusual  noises,  by  crying  fire  without  good  cause, 
or  by  threatening,  challenging  to  fight,  or  threatening  to 
injure  the  person  or  property  of  another,  shall  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar  nor  more 
than  ten  dollars. 

Sec.  4.   The  City  Marshal  is  hereby  empowered  and  it  is 
made  his  duty  to  arrest  with  or  without  process  all  persons, 
who  in  the  night  time,  or  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  com- 
monly called  Sunday,  within  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  or 
within  one  mile  of  the  corporate  limits  thereof,  shall  be 
found  rioting,  fighting,  or  in  any  other  manner  disturbing 
the  public  peace,  or  who  shall  be  found  in  any  street,  lane, 
alley,  or  common  of  said  city,  in  a  state  of  intoxication, 
and  said  Marshal  or  any  person  acting  under  his  authority,  is 
further  empowered  to  commit  any  person  by  him  so  arrested,  to 
Jail  for  safe  keeping,  until  complaint  can  be  made  to  the 
Mayor  against  such  offender:   Provided,  That  no  person  shall 
be  confined  in  jail  by  virtue  of  such  arrest  &  commitment  by 
the  Marshal,  longer  than  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
of  the  succeeding  day ,  unless  such  day,  unless  such  succeed- 
ing day  shall  be  Sunday;  in  which  case  complaint  shall  be 
made  against  such  offender  or  offenders  on  the  Monday 
following. 

Sea  5.   Sections  13.  14.  26  &  31  of  the  ordinance 
named  in  the  ordaining  clause  hereof  are  hereby  repealed 
but  all  offences  committed  under  the  same  shall  be  pro- 
secuted as  if  said  sections  had  not  oeen   repealed. 

Sec  6.   This  ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  publication. 

Which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  and  on  Motion, 

by  Mr.  Edwards 

Read  a  third  time,  and  ordained  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 

Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strickland,  -  10. 
Noes:  None. 

Mr.  Newcomb  chaiman  of  the  committee  of  Judiciary  reported 
back  the  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance  relative  to  the 
sale  and  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  wines,  ale,  beer,  and  other 
malt  liquors  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis."   without  amendment, 
and  without  recommendation. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  that  section  9  be  stricken  out. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for  the 
purpose  of  reading  the  ordinance  a  third  time  now. 

Which  Motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote: 


Ayes:    Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Karns,  &  Maguire  -  5. 
Noes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwrads,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strickland.  -  8. 

Mr.  Newcomb  presented  an  ordinance  relative  to  Livery 
Stable. 

Which  was  read  as  follows: 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  Livery  Stables. 

Section  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  Indianapolis,   That  no  livery  stable  shall  here- 
after be  erected  on  the  front  or  side  of  any  lot  bordering 
on  any  street  within  the  limits  of  East,  West  North  &  South 
streets  in  said  city  without  authority  from  the  said  Common 
Council   first  had,  which  authority  shall  not  be  given  unless 
the  person  or  persons  wishing  to  erect  such  livery  stable, 
shall  file  with  the  City  Clerk  at  or  before  some  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council,  the  consent  in  writing  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  property-holoers  of  the  lots  bordering  on  the 
line  of  the  street,  in  the  Square,  on  which  such  livery  stable 
is  designed  to  be  erected;  (and  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
erect,  or  maintain  any  such  Livery  Stable  is  designed  to  be 
erected;)  and  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  erect,  or  main- 
tain any  such  Livery  Stable  so  erected  contrary  to the  pro- 
visions of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  fifty 
Dollars,  and  every  twenty  four  hours  that  any  such  Livery 
Stable   shall  be  maintained  or  used  as  such,  after  the  first 
conviction,  shall  constitute  a  distinct  offense;  but  this 
ordinance  shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  Livery 
Stable  now  being  erected. " 

On  Motion  The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  ordinance 
read  a  third  time,  and  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strickland.  -  9. 
Noes:  Messrs.  Delzell,  &  Edwards  -  2. 

Mr  Newcomb  offered  an  ordinance  entitled  "an  ordinance 
relative  to  salaries"  which  was  read  a  first  time 

Mr.  Newcomb  Chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  fire  depart- 
ment presented  "an  ordinance  relative  to  Fire  Association  & 
Chief  Fire  Engineer. " 

Which  was  read  by  the  title. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Maguire,  it  was 

Ordered,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  give 
grade  stake  for  sidewalk  in  front  of  Mr  Vandegrifts  property 
on  Illinois  Street. 


Hi 


On  Motion  by  Mr  Edwards,  it  was 

Ordered,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  give 
grade- stakes  for  sidewalk  In  front  of  lot  No  8.  Square  65. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Dunlap 

The  Council  adjourned  to  meet  tomorrow  evening  at  7 
o  'clock  P.M. 

Caleb  Scudder 
Attest:  Mayor. 

D.  B.  Culley 
"City  Clerk 


Adjourned  Meeting. 

Tuesday  evening,  Sept  20,  53 
7  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle 
Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland  - 
Councilmen,  &  C.  Scud.der  Mayor. 

A  petition  from  C.W.  Cady  praying  for  the  privilege  of 
filling  up  the  street  and  gutter  in  front  of  Out  Lot  No.  79. 
by  taking  dirt  from  the  enlargement  of  Maryland  Street 

Referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer. 

The  following  report  relative  to  the  grade  of  Meridian 
Street  at  St.  Clair  Street: 

"The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  Council, 
that  if  Meridian  &  Illinois  Streets,  between  North  Street 
and  the  donation  line,  were  graded  according  to  the  profile, 
Meridian  Street  would  be  16  3/4  inches  higher  than  Illinois 
Street.   St.  Clair  Street,  from  Meridian  to  Illinois  Street 
should  not  have  less  than  9|  inches  of  inclination  conse- 
quently, the  grade  of  Meridian  Street,  between  the  donation 
line  and  St.  Clair  Street,  may  be  reduced  7  inches. 
Meridian  Street  between  St.  Clair  Street  and  the  first  alley 
South  two  hundred  and  fifteen  feet,  will  necessarily  require 
an  ascending  grade;  and  from  said  alley  to  North  Street  the 
grade  of  Meridian  Street  can  be  made  agreeable  to  the  profile, 
as  shown  by  the  accompanying  section. 

The  undersigned  would  express  the  opinion,  that  if 
Meridian  Street  is  lowered  seven  inches,  the  grade  and  drainage 
of  said  street  would  be  materially  injured;  but  if  the  Council 
is  pleased  to  order  the  lowering  of  the  grade,  the  move  above 
suggested  is  most  preferable.   The  removing  of  the  gravel  & 


the  lowering  of  the  grade  will  probably  cost  about  eighty 
dollars,  but  may  be  a  little  more  or  less  when  measured  and 
estimated 

James  Wood,  Civil  Eng. 

Which  was  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Mr  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  accounts  reported  the 
following  accounts  back  and  recommended  their  allowance: 


1298  Western  Liberties  Fire  Co.  four  accounts  $38.86 

S.  F.  0.  Rice  for  pumps  per  acct  S.  F.  20.75 

1295  Hiram  Lewis  hauling  7.25 

1303  Staats  &  English  Painting  finger  Board.  2.00 

S  F  Ed.  Catlin  13.64 

Matthew  Little,  Assessor  petitioned  the  Council  for  an 
extra  allowance, 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Edwards,  Laid -on  the  table. 

The  Western  Liberties  Fire  Company  petitioned  the  Council 
for  an  appropriation  of  money  sufficient  to  purchase  five 
hundred  feet  of  hose  - 

On  Motion  by  Mr. Pitts  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was 
granted  and  the  appropriation  so  ordered. 

The  Marion  Fire  Company  petitioned  the  Council  for  an 
appropriation  of  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  purchase  a 
hose  carriage. 

Mr.  Carlisle  moved  that  an  appropriation  be  made  not 
to  exceed  $375  for  a  hose  carriage 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Michael  Shea  returned  the  estimate  for  work  done  by 
him  on  North  sidewalk  of  Washington  Street  and  National 
Road,  with  the  request  that  the  Council  order  suit  to  be 
brought  against  the  persons  on  said  estimate  refusing  to  pay, 
to  compel  them  to  settle. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap,  referred  to  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  with  instruction  to  report  all  the  facts  relative 
to  said  improvement,  and,  with  authority  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers  - 

The  ordinance  entitled  Han  ordinance  relative  to  the  Fire 
Association  and  the  Chief  Fire  Engineer"  was  read  a  third 
time. 

The  question  being  "shall  the  ordinance  pass?"  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Karns,  Maguire,  &  Pitts.  -  4 
Noes:  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Nelson,  &  Strick- 
land -    5. 


• 


. 
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On  Motion 
Adjourned. 

Caleb  Scudder 

Mayor 
Attest: 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk  - 


Common  Council  Chamber 

Monday,  October  3d  1853. 

Council  met.   Present,  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  & 
Strickland  -  Councilmen,  &  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor. 

Minutes  of  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  following  request  was  presented: 

To  C.  Scudder  Mayor,  &  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
As  I  shall  be  absent  from  the  city  for  a  term  of  week  I 
respectfully  request  the  Council  to  confirm  the  appointment 
of  Chas.  Woodward,  City  Clerk,  pro  Tempore.  Said  appointment 
to  continue  during  my  absence. 

Daniel  B.  Culley. 

The  appointment  was  confirmed  on  motion. 

The  Treasurer's  monthly  report  was  read  and  approved. 

Several  accounts  were  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  accounts. 

1304  Allowed,  John  L.  Dunlop,  Jr.  for  first  quarter's 

rent  for  C.  C.  Chamber  $45.00 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  for  adoption  the  foiling  ordinance: 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Indianapolis  That  an  ordinance  entitled  "an  ordinance 
relative  to  livery  Stables"  passed  19th  September,  A.D.  1853, 
be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Nelson  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  8. 

Noes:  Messrs:  Bradshaw  &  Newcomb.  2 

Mr.  Delzell  from  the  committee  on  Streets  and  alleys 
presented  the  following  report: 

On  examining  the  books  of  the  Council  I  find  that  an  ' 
ordinance  fixing  the  terms  on  which  the  Union  Track  could  be 
made  was  reported  to  the  Council  but  the  minutes  do  not  show 


that  it  was  adopted,  or  that  a  vote  was  taken  on  it.   So  far 
as  the  records  are  concerned  I  find  nothing  tending  to  show 
that  any  contract  was  entered  into  or  arrangement  made.   There 
is  a  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  different 
Railroad  Companies,  relative  to  the  Union  Track,  in  which,  they 
speak  of  the  Companies  not  having  complied  with  the  agreement, 
hut  they  are  silent  as  to  what,  and  where  that  agreement  is. 

Samuel  Delzell,  Chmn. 

On  Motion, 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

The  following  report  from  the  Civil  Engineer  was  read: 
The  Civil  Engineer  repectfully  reports  to  the  City 
Council  that  builders  were  advertised  to  give  in  sealed  pro- 
posals to  him  for  erecting  the  Engine  House  in  the  first 
ward,  but  no  proposals  have  been  received.   The  further  action 
of  the  Council  in  this  matter  is  therefore  necessary. 

The  undersigned  would  suggest  that  the  grade  of  Washington 
Street  and  the  National  Road,  between  West  Street  and  White 
River  Bridge,  and  of  the  sidewalk  on  the  North  side  thereof, 
as  staked  off,  and  in  conformity  to  the  grade  of  said  Wash- 
ington Street  and  National  Road,  be  established  by  the  Council; 
&  that  the  grade  of  Meridian  street  between  North  street  and 
the  Donation  line,  and  of  Market  and  Ohio  Streets,  between 
East  and  Noble  Streets  of  which  profiles  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted, be  also,  established  by  the  Council. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  your  honorable  body,  a  plan, 
estimate  and  specification  for  a  bridge  across  the  canal  on 
North  Street  are  herewith  submitted. 

Indianapolis,  October  3d  1853.   James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  that  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to 
readvertise. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  Delzell  moved  that  the  brick  work  for  said  engine  house 
be  awarded  Wm  Woods  for  $7  per  thousand. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  Motion,  the  Company  were  authorized  to  procure  the  wood 
work  done  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  the  sum  already  appro- 
priated for  said  engine  house. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  a  plan,  and  specification  of 
a  bridge  across  the  canal,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  is  $370. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  that  the  engineer  receive  proposals  for 
the  building  of  a  bridge  on  North  Street 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  Maryland  &  South  Streets  be  added. 
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Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  original  motion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Mr  Newcomb  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned  colored  residents  of  said  city  respect- 
fully represent  that  the  old  school  house  on  the  West  side  of 
the  canal  near  Indiana  Avenue  is,  and  has  been  for  some  time 
unoccupied,  and  as  the  subscribers  are  debarred  the  privilege 
of  sending  their  children  to  the  public  schools.   They  ask 
that  they  may  be  allowed  the  use  of  said  house  for  the  term  of 
One  year  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  same  as  a  school  house 
for  colored  children  and  religious  purposes  on  Sabbath  and 
other  days.   The  Subscribers  will,  if  this  privilege  be 
granted,  put  and  keep  said  house  in  suitable  repair 
Augustus  Turner,  Thomas  Burhood,  Samuel  G-off,  M.G-.  Brittain, 
Wm  Dougl  e  s  s,  Wm  H .  Moml  ey ,  R .  M .  G- ibb s . 

The  petition  was  granted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Newcomb,    7 

Noes:  Messrs.  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland.  3 

Mr.  Maguire  presented  the  following  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  individuals  on  Meridian  Streets: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  property  owners  of  the  northern 
portion  of  Meridian  Street,  held  on  the  twenty- second  of 
"September,  the  following  resolutions  were  unaminously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That,  v/hereas,  the  citizens  residing  on 
Meridian  Street,  North  of  North  Street,  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  grade  established  by  the  City  Engineer,  as  one  highly  and 
unnecessarily  injurious  to  their  property,  they  respectfully 
request  the  Common  Council  to  cause  a  survey  of  said  street, 
within  the  limits  specified,  to  be  made  "oj   some  other  com- 
petent engineer,  with  instruction  to  report  thereon  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

Resolved,   That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution, 
attested  by  its  officers,  be  presented  in  behalf  of  this 
meeting,  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Common  Council  at  its 
regular  session  next  ensuing. 

E.W.H.  Ellis,  President. 
C.C.  Campbell,  Sec'y. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Whereas,  The  citizens  residing  on  each  side  of  Meridian 
Street  between  North  Street  and  the  Donation  line  complain 
that  they  are  greatly  injured  by  the  grade  of  the  Streets  as 
established  by  the  Civil  Engineer;  and,  whereas,  this  Council 
is  willing  to  relieve  them  as  far  as  possible  without  doing 
injury  to  any  other  street;  therefore: 


Resolved,   That  the  City  Engineer  be  requested  to  make  a 
reexamination  and  resurvey  of  that  part  of  Meridian  street 
North  of  North  street,  and  reduce  the  grade  as  much  as  possible 
compatible  with  the  proper  drainage  of  that  part  of  the  city 
and  that  he  give  such  instructions  to  the  contractor  as  will 
anable  him  to  conform  to  the  alterations  he  shall  make  in  the 
grade.   And  the  grade  so  fixed  by  the  Engineer  shall  be  the 
grade  of  said  street.   Mr.  Pitts  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
which  did  not  prevail. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  voter 

Ayes  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb.  9 

Noes:  Messrs.  Pitts  &  Strickland.  2 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  when  the  Council  adjourn,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  again  on  Monday  evening  at  7  o'clock. 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Engineer  be  directed  to  make  an  esti- 
mate of  a  bridge  to  be  placed  over  Pogues  Run  in  East  Street, 
also,  for  repair  of  bridge  on  New  Jersey  Street  and  report 
at  our  next  meeting. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strickland,    10 
Noes:-  None 

Mr.  G-  W  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  required  to  pay  to 
Michael  Shea  the  amount  according  to  the  City  Engineers 
estimate  of  the  work  done  by  Shea  on  sidewalk  on  Washington 
Street  west  of  the  Canal,  deducting  the  amounts  paid  by  any 
of  the  property  holders,  and  the  said  Shea.,  acquitted,  from 
any  further  compliance  of  the  contract  made  between  the  city 
&  Shea. 

Which  was  not  adopted,  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Edwards,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland.   4 
Noes:  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Karns  &  Maguire  - 
6. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  the  well  on  the  corner  of  Delaware  and  Maryland  Streets, 
which  is  dry  &  useless. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  ^elson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  or  Strickland. - 
11 


Mr  Strickland  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Western  Liberties  Fire  Company  be 
requested  to  procure  their  engine  house  ceiled  and  otherwise 
repaired  so  as  to  keep  their  engine  &  hose  from  freezing 
during  the  coming  winter. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Edwrads,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland.   9 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  and  is  hereby 
instructed  to  cause  the  drain  on  the  East  side  of  Illinois 
street  between  Market  &  Washington  streets  to  be  repaired 
immediately  so  that  the  water  may  flow  off  and  not  continue 
as  is  now,  and  has  been  for  weeks,  a  stagnant  pool  calculated 
to  engender  disease: 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshawr,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland  -  9 
Noes:  None. 

Adjourned  to  meet  Monday  evening  October  the  10th 

Attest:         )  Caleb  Scudder 

D.  B.  Culley   )  Mayor. 

City  Clerk.  ) 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
October  10th  1353. 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  &  Strickland.  -  &  C.  Scudder  Mayor. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meetings  read  and  approved. 

The  bids  for  the  erection  of  the  Hook  &  Ladder  House  were 
reported  by  James  Wood  Civil  Engineer,  on  Motion 

The  work  was  awarded  to  Wm  Woods  for  $330. 

The  grading  &  graveling  of  Ohio  Street  between  Alabama 
&  Noble  Streets,  was  awarded  Jacob  Huntington,  at  the  follow- 
ing prices  to-wit  grading  at  22  cents,  &  graveling  65  cents. 

The  bids  for  the  grading  and  graveling  of  Vermont  Street 
between  Meridian  &  Pennsylvania  Streets  were  opened,  and,  on 
Motion 

Laid  on  the  table. 

(1357,  1360  ) 
(1361-2-3  &  4) 
(1386-7-8-9  ) 
(1390-1-2-3   ) 

On  Motion  it  was  - 

Ordered,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to 
ascertain  whether  the  petitioners  were  willing  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  grading  &  graveling  that  portion  bordering  on 
the  Seminary  Square. 

A  petition  was  prescribed  for  the  improvement  of  the  ditch 
or  gutter  on  East  side  of  Illinois  street  between  Washington 
&  Market  streets,  to  be  done  by  the  property  holders. 
Referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer. 

Mr  Bradshaw,  from  the  Committee  on  accounts  reported  the 
following  accounts  &  recommended  their  allowance  -  which 
were  allowed. 

1306  Richard  Berry  Labor  $15.50 

1311  Chin  Wishmire  Lumber  29.80 
1309-10  Hiram  Lewis  Hauling  in  different  wards  41.20 

1312  Patrick  Sullivan,  Work  dif.  wards  6.25 
1308         O.Brien    "   W.H.H.  3.12 

1307  M.      0  Brein     »   W.H.H.  3.75 
1304  Invincible  Fire  Co.   Chas  Richmond  acct  3.00 

15  Do  S.M  Siebert   »     1.50 

16  Do.  Thos  Buchanan       8.00     12.50 


The  acct  of  G  Keraeell&  Co  for  Suction  Hose  Marion  Fire 
Co.  was  referred  to  Fire  Association. 

The  acct  of  Robert  Downie  for  services  in  taking  the 
census  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  Harvey  Bates  is  hereby  authorized  to 
make  a  payment  of  17  feet  in  width  on  Illinois  Street  in 
front  of  "the  Bates  House"  and  when  so  made  the  same  shall 
remain  as  the  permanent  width  of  said  sidewalk  so  long  as 
said  house  shall  be  occupied  for  hotel  purposes. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.   Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Maguire,  Nelson,  &  Newcomb  -  8. 

Noes:  Edwards,  Karns,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  4 

On  Motion,  by  Mr.  Newcomb, 

"The  ordinance  relative  to  salaries  of  officers"  was 
taken  up.   (See  ordinance  on  file) 

Mr  Newcomb  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "two" 
dollars  in  the  Second  Section  &  insert  "one":   "relative  to 
deductions  of  pay  when  abesent  of  Com. 

Which  Motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  Delzell  moved  to  amend  the  ordinance  by  adding  fifty 
dollars  to  the  Salary  of  the  Mayor  -  (making  $450  pr  anum) 
Which  Motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Maguire,  & 
Newcomb  -  5 

Noes.   Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns,  Nelson, 
Pitts  &  Strickland  -  7 

The  question  being  "Shall  the  ordinance  be  passed?" 

It  was  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Maguire,  &  Newcomb  -  4 
Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland.  -  3. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Street  "Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
fill  up  a  well  immediately  which  is  now  open  and  entirely 
useless  on  the  South  side  of  the  National  Road  near  McCutcheans 
Store. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns ,  kaguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &   Strickland  -  12. 
Noes:  None. 


Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  give 
"grade"  for  the  Hook  &  Ladder  House,  on  the  East  Market 
Square . 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 

Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &   Strickland  - 

11. 

Noes:  Mr  Newcomb. 

Mr.  Edwards  offered  the  following  for  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  a  suitable  person  be  engaged  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  inhabitants  of  this  city,  within  the  corporate 
limits,  provided  the  cost  of  the  same  does  not  exceed  fifteen 
dollars. 

On  Motion, 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,   That  hereafter  this  Council  met  on  first  & 

third  Mondays  of  each  month  at  6-1-  O'clock  P.M. 

Ayes:  Messrs  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 

Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland  -  10 
Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw  &  Newcomb  -  2. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  moved  to  take  up  the  matters  of  Assessors 
Salary  But  before  any  action  on  Motion,  dj   Mr.  Carlisle, 
The  Matter  was  laid  on  the  table  till  next  meeting. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  6j  oclock  Monday  evening. 

Attest:  Caleb  Scudder 

Daniel  B.  Culley  Mayor 

City  Clerk. 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
October  the  17th  6-j  O'cl-  P.M. 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  & 
Strickland  -  Councilmen,  &  Scudder,  Mayor 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved: 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  committee  on  accounts  reported  the 
following  bills;  which  were  allowed: 

1320  Hiram  Lewis  for  hauling  $12,50 
1317  Elder  &  Harkness  Printing  71.62 

1321  Adams  &  Cofs  for  Suction  hose  Marion 

Fire  Co.  35.00    $119.12 

The  committee  on  Streets  and  alleys  by  Mr.  Delzell  their 
chairman  made  the  following  report: 

"As  the  petition  for  the  improvement  of  the  East  gutter 
of  Illinois  Street  prays  simply  for  the  privilege  of  making 
said  improvement,  the  committee  respectfully  suggests  that 
the  petition  be  returned  to  the  petitioner  with  a  request 
that  it  be  amended  as  pray  the  Council  to  order  it  done  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  64  of  the  Charter. 

On  Motion,  Concurred  in. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Nev/comb,  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  made 
the  following  report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Com- 
munication of  John  L,  Ketchum,  relative  to  a  reconveyance  to 
the  city  of  Lots  Nos.  10,  11,  &  12  in  Square  No.  48,  report 
that  they  are  of  opinion  that  any  compromise  by  the  city 
should  be  upon  the  basis  that  all  of  said  lots  should  be 
surrendered  to  the  city,  the  committee,  therefore,  return  said 
communication  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 
Oct.  17th,  1853  H.  C.  Newcomb  ) 

L.  Dunlap     )  Com- 
D.  Maguire    ) 

On  Motion,  concurred  in. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  bids  for  the  erection  of 
North  Street  Bridge  across  the  canal. 

Awarded  to  Carey  H.  Boatright  for  $350  if  said  bidder 
give  security  &  if  not  the  Engineer  to  give  the  work  to  the 
next  lowest  bidder  if  he  gives  bond. 

The  bridge  on  Maryland  Street  was  awarded  to  Carey  H.  Boat- 
right  on  same  terms  as  above. 


• 


The  bios  for  the  bridge  on  South  Street  was  referred  to  the 
Civil  Engineer  with  instruction  to  award  said  work  to  either 
L.  Comegys  or  C.  H.  Boatright   The  one  who  will  do  the  work 
the  soonest  to  get  it. 

The  following  communication  was  read  from  the  James  Wood 
the  Civil  Engineer: 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council  that  since  the 
city  entered  into  contract  with  Owen  Cullings,  to  repair 
the  bridge  over  Pogues  Run  on  Meridian  Street,  the  Railroad 
Companies  have  raised  Meridian  Street  at  the  North  side  of 
the  bridge  about  eighteen  inches,  it  will,  therefore,  be 
necessary  to  elevate  the  floor  of  the  bridge  to  correspond 
with  the  railroad  tracks  leading  to  and  from  the  Union  Depot; 
and  for  this  purpose,  the  stringers  will  have  to  be  taken  off, 
and  two  courses,  of  logs  laid  on  the  top  of  the  abutments, 
which,  together  with  fifteen  cubic  yards  of  filling  at  the 
end  of  the  bridge  will  cost  thirty  five  dollars  The  Council 
will  please  dispose  of  this  matter. 

October  17th  1353.  James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer. 

On  Motion  referred  to  a  select  committee  with  instructions 
to  confer  with  the  Union  Railroad  Company  &  see  what  assistance 
they  offer  to  build  a  good  bridge  on  Meridian  Street. 

The  committee  to  consist  of  Councilmen  Dunlap  &  Edwards  & 
the  Civil  Engineer. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  estimates  and  specification 
of  a  bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on  East  street  and  for  repairs 
of  a  bridge  on  New  Jersey  Streets. 

Mr  Bradshaw  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
advertise  and  receive  bids  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across 
Pgues  Run  on  East  Street;  also,  to  direct  the  Street  Commission- 
er to  repair  the  bridge  on  New  Jersey  street  as  per  estimate 
made. 

The  question  being  devided,  the  first  question  was 
"Shall  the  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertise  for  a  bridge 
across  Pgues  Run  on  East  St.?" 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:   Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edv/ards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland,  -  10. 
No:  Mr  ^ewcomb. 

The  question  then  being  "Shall  the  Street  Commissioner  be 
instructed  to  repair  the  bridge  on  New  Jersey  as  per  estimate 
of  Civil  Engineer?" 


• 
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Which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  &  Pitts  -  8 

Noes:  Messrs.  Nelson,  Newcorab,  &  Strickland  -  3 

The  Civil  Engineer  presented  the  following  communication: 
"The  engineer  reports  to  the  Council,  that,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  solid  foundation  for  the  bridge  erected  over  the 
canal  on  Indiana  Street,  it  was  necessary  to  build  an  abutment 
for  sustaining  the  North  West  corner  of  the  bridge;  the  expense 
of  which,  together  with  20  cubic  yards  of  extra  excavation  on 
the  East  side  of  the  canal  is  $28.50.   The  Council  will  please 
allow  Owen  Cullings  said  amount. 

Oct  17  1353.  James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer 

1319  On  Motion,   Allowed,  0.  Cullings  -  as  above   $22.50 

Also,  the  following  communication: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  City  Council, 
that  the  petition  of  Chas  W.  Cady  for  leave  to  take  dirt 
from  the  enlargement  of  Maryland  Street,  to  fill  up  the  space 
between  the  grade  of  the  National  Road,  or  Washington  Street, 
and  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  Lot  No.  77,  and  making  the 
gutter  for  the  water  next  to  said  sidewalk,  agreeably  to  the 
established  grade  of  said  Washington  Street,  and  the  Council's 
order  thereon  have  been  duly  considered  by  the  undersigned, 
and  recommend  to  the  Council  to  grant  the  desire  of  the 
petitioner. 

Oct.  17,  1353  James  Wood  Civil  Engineer 

On  Motion, 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  communication  was  received  and  read  from  the  petitioners 
residing  on  Vermont  Street  declining  to  pay  any  more  than 
their  half  of  said  improvement. 

Referred  to  the  Councilmen  of  the  2d  Ward  with  instructions 
to  ascertain  whether  Croase,  the  contractor  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  Street,  did  not  agree  to  fill  a  hole  made 
by  him  in  Vermont  Street. 

A  communi cation  from  the  Civil  Engineer  was  read  as  follows: 
In  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Council, 
at  their  Meeting  on  the  3d  instant,  the  Civil  Engineer  respect- 
fully reports,  that  he  has  made  a  reexamination  and  resurvey  of 
meridian  Streets,  North  of  North  street,  and  ascertained  that 
the  grade  of  Meridian  Street  between  St  Clair  street  and  the 
Donation  Line,  could  not  be  reduced  more  than  seven  inches 
without  injuring  the  grade  and  drainage  of  other  streets.   To 
reduce  the  grade  seven  inches,  will  require  the  moving  of  495 
cubic  yards  of  earth,  and  of  20  yards  of  gravel,  which,  at  15 
cents  per  yard,  will  cost  Seventy-seven  dollars  and  Twenty  five 
cents,  in  addition  to  the  stipulated  prices  of  grading  and 
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graveling  the  Street.   Before  carrying  out  the  resolution  in 
reference  to  giving  instructions  to  the  contractor,  the  city 
engineer  respectfully  requests  of  the  Council  to  determine  how, 
or  who  will  pay  the  the  contractor  for  moving  said  earth  & 
gravel. 

James  Wood.  Civil  Engineer. 

On  Motion, 

The  grade  was  order  to  be  lowered  Seven  inches,  &  the 
engineer  directed  to  dispose  of  the  dirt. 

A  petition  was  read  from  W  W.  Roberts,  &  about  forty  others, 
praying  the  Council  to  repeal  an  ordinance  lately  passed  re- 
specting the  pumps  on  Washington  Street,  requiring  the  citizens 
to  furnish  sinks  for  said  Pumps. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Marshall  of  the  city  be  directed  to 
replace  the  pump  handle  on  the  pump  on  the  North  Side  of 
Washington  Street  between  Meridian  &  Illinois  Streets,  and 
that  the  ordinance  on  the  subject  of  digging  sinks  at  the 
pumps  be  suspended  until  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson  Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  10 
No. -Mr  Sr ad shaw  -  1 

A  communication  from  Richard  Cook  praying  the  Council  to 
remit  a  certain  fine  assessed  against  him  for  keeping  a 
slaughter  house  on  fall  Creek,  and  asking  that  an  ordinance 
be  passed  legalizing  the  erection  of  slaughter  Houses  on  the 
Margin  of  said  creek. 

Which  was,  on  Motion 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

The  following  petition  was  read: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned  owners  of  property  on  the  East  side  of 
New  Jersey  Street  between  Ohio  &  New  York  streets  respectfully 
petition  your  honorable  body  to  pass  an  order  for  the  grading  ' 
&  graveling  of  the  sidewalk  on  said  street  between  the  points 
above  named. 

Si~ned  Fred.  Ruschanpt.  68  ft.   Chas  Brinkman  135  ft. 
Wm  M  Wheat  ley  78  ft.   John  G-apking  50   ft.   Chas  Hartman  25  ft. 
A  E.  Evens.  33  1/3  ft  Jno  M  Gaston  -  ft. 

On  Motion 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  set  grade  stakes,  make 
estimates  &  specifications,  advertise  for  bids,  and  report  to 
the  Common  Council  the  bids  so  received. 


. 


, 


; 


. 


On  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitts, 

The  City  Clerk  was  authorized  and  directed  to  demand  of 
this  Lafayette  &  Indianapolis  R.R.Co.  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars, 
being  the  amount  of  verbal  agreement  to  be  paid  for  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  on  Indiana  Avenue. 

Mr.  Newcomb,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  not 
to  make  any  further  improvement  upon  Streets  or  alleys  or 
incur  any  expenditure  upon  the  same,  except  in  cases  of 
emergency,  unless  the  same  is  first  directed  by  the  Council" 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  v. -ate 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strickland. 

Mr  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  instructed  to  report 
to  the  Council  at  its  next  stated  meeting,  the  amount  of 
School  taxs  paid  into  the  City  Treasury  by  negroes  &  mulattoes, 
since  the  incorporation  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  in  1347. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Strickland  -  3. 

Noes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  &  Pitts.  -  3. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Bradshaw. 

Chas.  C.  Smith  &  William  Hannah  was  allowed  $2-|  per  day 
for  copying  assessment  roll. 

(1322) 
(1323) 
(1347) 

(1350) 

Mr  Newcomb  presented  a  communication  from  Daniel  Carlisle 

relative  to  matters  which  occured  at  last  meeting,  as  the 

paper  has  been  abstracted  from  the  files  it  does  not  appear 
of  record. 

Mr  Newcomb  asked  the  privilege  for  Jacob  Landis  of  erect- 
ing a  frame  stable  on  Meridian  Street,  North  side,  between 
Meridian  &  Pennsylvania  Streets. 
Not  granted. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  for  adoption: 

Resolved,   That  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Indianapolis  be 
permitted  to  occupy  the  Council  Chamber  for  holding  their 
meetings  whenever  it  is  not  needed  for  the  sessions  of  the 
Council. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlop,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
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Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Strickland  -  10 
Noes.   Mr.  Pitts. 

Adjourned 

Attest:  Daniel  3.  Culley,  City  Clerk. 


Common  Council  Chamber, 
November,  7th,  6-jj  o'clock^  P.M. 

Council  met.   Present,  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Delzell, 
Dunlap  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  Strickland,  and  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Treasurer's  monthly  report  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  bids  for  the  erection  of 
8  Bridge  on  East  Street.   Awarded  to  Levi  Comegys  for  $275. 

Several  accounts  were  presented,  and  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  accounts. 

Gilbert  M.  Horton  presented  an  account  of  $255.  for 
building  Two  Foot  Bridges;  referred  to  Councilman  from  the 
4th  and  5th  Wards. 

'  r.  Newcomb,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

"  The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  . 
petition  of  Richard  Cook,  praying  that  it  may  be  declared 
lawful  to  erect  Slaughter  Houses,  on  and  near  the  margin  of 
Fall  Creek,  in  this  City,  and  also  for  the  remission  of  a 
fine  imposed  upon  said  Cook  for  erecting  a  Slaughter  House 
on  the  margin  of  Fall  Creek,  respectfully  report,   That  they 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  allow  Slaughter  Houses  to  be  erected 
any  where  in  the  City,  except  as  now  provided  for  by 
ordinance;  and  said  committee  return  said  petition  without 
any  recommendation  for  or  against  the  remission  of  said  fine 

Laid  on  the  Table 

Mr.  Bradshaw,  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts  reported 
back  the  following  accounts  and  recommended  their  allowance 

L  F  113  H.S  Kellog,  for  sundries  furnished  School 

Houses.  $27.70 


1554  W.H.  Jones,  for  Market  Hooks  6.00 

1555  C.  Younger-man,  for  Fire  Association       14.95 

1552  Richard  Berry,  for  Labor  12.12 

1553  Hiram  Lev/is,  for  Hauling  6.50 
Allowed. 

1458  Also  an  account  of  W.C.  Vanblaricum  of  $9.90  for 
9  9  loads  of  Gravel. 
Not  allowed. 

On  Motion  allowed  3  cts.  per  load  for  said  Gravel. 

1556  Also  allowed  H.  Bates,  for  filling  well,  corner  of 
Washington  and  Illinois  Streets,  $2.00. 

Mr.  Karns,  from  a  Select  Committee  presented  the  follow- 
ing report: 

"The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  property  holders  on  New  Jersey  Street,  find  that  the 
following  is  all  the  record  they  can  find  relating  to  the  hole 
in  said  Street: 

G-entlemen  of  the  Council: 

I.  would  inform  you  that  I  have  put  about  70  yards  of 
gravel  on  the  street,  but,  as  the  soil  of  the  gravel  is  about 
four  feet  deep,  which  I  cannot  afford  to  remove  without  being 
paid  for  it.   The  street  on  which  the  pit  is  needs  grading, 
there  being  a  low  place  east,  and  one  west  on  the  same  street 
with  the  gravel  pit;  and  I  propose  that  if  you  will  pay  me 
for  moving  the  soil  to  those  places  or  any  other  place,  I  will 
go  on  and  get  gravel  from  the  same  pit.   I  find  better  gravel 
as  I  dig  down,  which  I  think  will  do  very  well.   The  moving 
of  the  dirt  I  think  will  be  worth  about  $25  or  $50.  E.C.  Croas 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Culley 

"The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted;  provided  that 
the  committee  on  streets  and  alleys  think  it  necessary  to 
use  the  dirt  in  removing  stagnant  water;  and  provided  further, 
that  the  cost  of  such  removal  will  not  exceed  thirty  dollars; 
and  provided  their  be  dirt  to  spare." 

The  committee  therefore  ask  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  be  granted. 

W.  H.  Karn's,  Ch»m. 

Not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  back  to 
petitioners  and  that  the  City  Council  agree  to  grant  a 
petition  for  grading  said  street  only,  the  city  to  pay  \ 
the  expense  -  Adopted. 

Mr.  Maguire  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
Gentlemen: 

The  undersigned  residents  upon  Meridian  Street,  North 
of  North  Street,  and  owners  of  the  quantity  of  land  to  our 


name's  affixed,  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Council  the 
following  proposition: 

1.  We  will  immediately  pa;/  the  assessment  now  made  and 
presented  to  us,  for  work  done  upon  said  Street,  provided 
the  Council  will  surrender  said  Street  to  us,  within  the 
the  limits  specified  to  be  graded  under  our  direction 

2.  We  will  proceed  to  grade  said  portion  of  said 
street,  by  a  suitable  reduction  from  the  present  grade,  and 
so  do  at  our  own  expense. 

3.  The  Council  in  behalf  of  the  City  to  pay  the  proper 
share  for  cross  streets  and  alleys,  and  to  furnish  the 
services  of  the  City  Engineer  to  set  such  stakes  as  may  be 
needed. 


C.C.  Campbell 
Win.  Sullivan  Sr. 
Thomas  Lupton 
C.W.  Catterson 
M.A.  Dunlap 
John  Charles 
Jonathan  Holmes 
Edward  H.  Ferguson 
Cx.D.  Staats 
Andrew  Montgomery 


No  of  feet, 
252 

62* 
125 

31i 

6  Si 

1.87| 

132* 

62* 
187| 

62* 


Mo  of  feet 

Chas.  P.  Moore 

62* 

H.W.  Ellsworth  125 

125 

J  H  Berry 

59* 

A.J,  Danforth 

62* 

Carl  Bufort 

31* 
3lf 

62* 

Henry  Benfert 

John  Dell 

William  B  Lathrop 

65 

Geo.  M  Maxwell 

1S6 

Peru  &  I.R.R.  Co 

60 

Laid  on  the  Table 


Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

Gentlemen:   I  am  authorized  by   Invincible  Fire  Co.  to 
petition  your  honorable  Body  to  grant  unto  said  Company 
the  loan  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;   being  an  amount 
still  unraised  by  the  Company  with  which  to  lift  a  note  due 
against  the  Company  and  payable  in  the  Branch  Bank  on  Satur- 
day.  This  note  is  the  balance  due  on  the  Engine  Victory. 
To  secure  the  city,  the  Company  propose  to  have  the  mortgage 
on  the  Engine  signed  over  by  the  persons  now  holding  it,  to 
the  city;  thus  preventing  any  possibility  of  the  city  being 
a  loser  by  the  operation. 

The  Company  labored  hard  to  raise  the  full  amount  but  ' 
have  been  unsuccessful.   You  Honorable  Body  is  aware  that 
the  money  must  be  raised  or  the  Engine  sold.   Believing 
that  the  Engine  might  be  of  some  service  in  times  of  fires, 
and  that  you  are  fully  aware  of  it;  we  leave  the  matter  to 
your  direction  without  comment,  humbly  trusting  that  you 
will  grant  our  request. 

F.  M,  Thayer,  Sec 'y 

1351  Mr.  Bpadshaw  moved  that  $150  be  appropriated  to  pay 
the  above  balance.   Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote. 


Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  and  Maguire  -  7 

Nays.  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strick- 
land -  5. 

Mr.  Newcomb  presented  the  following  petition: 

The  undersigned,  Citizens  of  Indianapolis,  ask  the  City 
Council  to  pass  ordinances  to  prohibit  the  sale  or  disposal 
of  Intoxicating  drinks. 

(Signed  by  1164  voters;  1205  Ladies;  and  364  youths, 
see  original  on  file) 

Referred  to  committee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  the  City  Engineer  make  an  estimate 
for  Mr.  Carroll,  on  Market  Street. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Durham  presented  the  following  petition: 
To  the  Hon.  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis:  ■ 
The  undersigned  humbly  prays  your  honorable  body  to  pay 
the  following  bills  of  the  several  persons  who  were  employed 
by  me  and  approved  by  your  honorable  body  to  assist  me  in 
assessing  the  property  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  to-wit 
Samuel  Mann,  employed  and.  assisted  fifty- two  dollars 
per  day  $104 

Samuel  Hetzelgesser,  twenty  days  at  $2.  per  day      $40 
Westly  Adams,  Eighteen  d.ays      "    "    "    "        36 
Mathew  Little,  one  hundred  days   "    "    '•    "       200 
Total,  190  days  $380. 

For  the  payment  of  the  above,  the  subscriber  most  respect- 
fully but  earnestly  prays,  hoping  your  honorable  body  will 
consider  the  amount  of  labor,  trowble,  and  vexation  attendant 
upon  assessing  the  rapid  and  fast  increasing  Rail  Road  City, 
and  desiring  nothing  but  simple  Justice  to  himself  and  his 
assistants,  feels  assured  that  your  honorable  body  will  act 
as  you  in  your  wisdom  may  deem  prudent  and  right,  deducting 
amount  of  former  ordinance. 

Respectfully  &c. 
Mat.  Little. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  an  ordinance  entitled,  "An  Ordinance 
Relative  to  Fire  Association  and  Chief  Fire  Engineer,"  be 
taken  from  the  table:   Carried. 

Read  second  and  Third  time  as  follows: 

"An  Ordinance  Relative  to  Fire  Association  and  chief 
Fire  Engineer" 

Section  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,   That  the  words  "or  by  contributions  of 
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citizens  of  this  City,"  in  Section  3  of  the  ordinance  of 
December  10th  1352,  entitled  "An  ordinance  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  Fire  Department," 

Also,  the  words  "or  the  citizens  o.f  this  city"  in  the  proviso 
appended  to  said  Section;  and  the  words  "or  the  citizens  of 
this  city,"  in  Section  6,  of  the  same  ordinance,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  stricken  out;  And  that  "Chief  Fire  Engineer"  be 
substituted  for  "Chief  Fire  Warden"  wherever  the  latter  words 
occur  in  said  ordinance. 

Sec.  2.   Be  it  further  ordained,  That  Section  3  of  said 
ordinance  be  so  amended  ae  to  read  as  follows,  viz:   "No 
appropriation  will  be  made  for  any  Fire  Company  exceeding 
twenty- five  Dollars  in  amount,  unless  it  shall  be  recom- 
mended by  said  "Fire  Association;  and  that  fact  certified 
to  the  Council  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Association. " 

Sec.  3.   Be  it  further  ordained,   That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  "Chief  Fire  Engineer"  to  superintend  the  Fire 
Department  of  the  City.   He  shall  at  least  once  a  month, 
examine  the  Fire  apparatus  belonging  to  the  City,  and 
ascertain  if  the  same  be  kept  in  good  working  order,  and 
shall  report  to  the  Council  whenever  he  may  deem  it  ne- 
cessary, the  condition  of  the  same,  with  suitable  suggestions 
and  recommendations  in  relation  thereto.   He  shall  have 
charge  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  different  Fire  Companies; 
shall  cause  all  repairs  to  be  made,  work  to  be  done,  and 
materials  to  be  provided  necessary  to  preserve  the  fire 
apparatus,  and  houses  appertaining  thereto  in  good  service- 
able order  at  the  expense  of  the  City;   Provided,  That  no 
expense  shall  exceed  twenty-five  dollars,  and  that  all  bills 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Council  for  payment,  with  his  aoproval 
endorsed  thereon.   He  shall  take  charge  of  the  public  cisterns, 
and  see  that  the  Street  Commissioner  keeps  them  constantly 
supplied  with  water,  and  in  good  serviceable  condition,  and 
shall  if  he  may  deem  it  necessary  prevent  water  being  taken 
out  of  them  except  at  Fires.   He  shall  have  a  general  super- 
vision of  all  the  Fire  Companies  at  fires,  leaving  the 
immediate  direction  of  them  and  their  apparatus  to  their 
officers  thereof.   While  on  duty  they  shall  be  governed  by 
the  rules  of  the  Fire  Association  in  locating,  disposing  and 
working  their  apparatus,  subject  to  the  order  of  said  Chief 
Fire  Engineer,  who  shall,  when  in  his  opinion  it  may  be 
necessary,  through  the  officers  in  command,  make  such  changes 
in  the  dispostion  and  such  connections  of  apparatus  and 
require  such  length  of  service  as  he  may  deem  best,  Provided, 
/that  he  shall  not  have  power  to  direct,  or  control  the 
streams  of  the  Engine,  unless  they  shall  be  purposely  mis- 
used or  misdirected;  and  that  he  shall  be  guided  by  the  rules 
of  the  "Fire  Association,"  in  changing  the  location  of  fire 
apparatus/  and  that  he  shall  require  no  company  to  remain 
longer  in  service  than  the  one  in  whose  "Natch  District"  as 
defined  by  the  rules  of  the.  "Fire  Association,  the  fire  may 
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occur  He  may  if  he  deems  it  necessary  prevent  any  Engine  or 
other  apparatus  being  taken  beyond  the  limits  of  the  City  to 
fires,  and  shall  determine  what  apparatus  if  any,  shall  be  so 
taken,  and  if  there  are  two  or  more  fires  at  the  same  time  in 
the  city,  he  shall  determine  what  apparatus  shall  be  taken 
to  each.   He  shall  have  power  to  determine  all  disputes  be- 
tween fire  companies  at  fires,  and  to  settle  on  the  spot  all 
difficulties,  and  disturbances  originating  between  firemen, 
or  between  firemen  and  citizens,  at  fires,  and  to  make  such 
order  for  the  suppression  of  the  same  as  he  may  deem  necessary, 

and  if  in  his  opinion  the  riot  or  disturbance  cannot  be  other- 
wise quelled,  he  may  arrest,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  have 
the  power  of  a  polic  officer  of  the  city,  or  order  any  police 
officer  of  the  city  to  arrest  the  offenders;  who  on  conviction 
before  the  Mayor  of  creating,  inciting,  or  participating  in 
such  riot,  or  disturbance,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars,  and  if  firemen,  in  addition  to  such 
fine,  said  Engineer  shall  report  them  to  the  Fire  Association. 
He  or  any  assistant  shall  have  power,  on  exhibiting  his  badge 
of  office,  to  command  any  able  bodied  citizen  to  work  upon 
the  Engineer  or  other  apparatus  whenever  he  may  deem  that  the 
emergency  require  it. 

Sec.  4.   Be  it  further  erdained,  That  any  Captain,  Presi- 
dent, or  officer  commanding  any  company  or  any  fireman,  or 
citizen,  who  shall  refuse  to  obey  any  lawful  command  as 
defined  in  the  ordinance  of  said  Chief  Fire  Engineer  or  his 
assistants,  shall  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars.   Any  officer  of 
any  Fire  Company  being  twice  convicted  of  such  obedience, 
shall  be  incapacitated  for  holding  any  office  in  the  Fire 
Department;  and  any  company  persisting  in  retaining  him  in 
any  office,  shall  be  reported  to  the  Fire  Asssociation  by  said 
Chief  Fire  Engineer.  All  fines  collected  under  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance  sha.ll  be  paid  into  the  city  Treasury  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Sec.  5.   The  badge  of  office  of  said  Chief  Engineer  and 
his  assistants  shall  be  a  band  with  the  words  "Chief  Fire 
Engineer"  or  "1st  Assistant  Engineer,"  or  "2nd  Assistant 
Engineer,"  as  the  case  may  be,  plainly  and  distinctly  painted 
or  otherwise  marked  thereon  to  be  worn  around  the  hat.   And 
the  salary  of  the  "Chief  Fire  Engineer"  shall  be  Twenty-four 
dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  6.   3e  it  further  ordained,  That  in  the  absence  of 
said  Chief  Fire  Engineer,  the  1st  Assisstant,  and  in  his 
absence,  the  2nd  Assisstant  Engineer,  shall  fill  the  office, 
exercising  the  same  powers  and  in  all  respects  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  said  Chief  Fire  Engineer,  and  if  such 
absence  be  prolonged  more  than  one  week,  the  assistant 
filling  said  office,  shall  receive  the  pay  of  said  office  and 
the  amount  thereof  shall  be  deducted  from  the  salary  of  the 
said  Chief  Fire  Engineer. 


Sec  7.   That  the  Chief  Fire  Engineer  and  his  assistants 
and  any  officer  of  any  company  shall  arrest  and  for  that  pur- 
pose shall  have  the  power  of  a  police  officer  Any  person 
selling,  giving  away,  or  bringing  to  firemen  when  on   duty,  any 
spirituous  or  other  intoxicating  liquors,  who  on  conviction 
thereof  before  the  Mayor,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less 
than  five  nor  more  than  twenty- five  dollars. 

Sec  S.   Any  of  the  officers  above  named,  who  shall  drink, 
or  knowingly  and  willingly  permit  intoxicating  liquor  to  be 
drank,  "o^7   firemen  on  duty,  shall  if  he  be  the  Chief  Fire 
Engineer,  or  either  of  his  assistants,  on  information  thereof 
to  the  Council,  be  expelled  from  his  office,  and  if  he  be  an 
officer  of  any  company,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be- 
fordthe  Mayor,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars, 
and  shall  be  reported  to  the  Fire  Association  by  said  Chief 
Fire  Engineer  or  his  assisstants.   Any  person  not  an  officer 
drinking  intoxicating  liquor,  or  found  intoxicated,  while  on 
duty,  shall  on  conviction  thereof-  before  the  Mayor,  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars  for  the  first  offence, 
and  for  the  second  offence  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  ten 
dollars,  and  shall  be  reported  to  the  Fire  Association,  by 
the  Fire  Engineers,  or  officers  of  the  Companies. 

*  Sec  10.   All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances  coming 
within  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 

*  Sec.  9.   No  room  or  apartment  of  any  Engine  house,  or  the 
house  of  any  Kook  and  Ladder  or  Bucket  Company  shall  be  opened 
on  Sunday,  except  in  case  of  any  alarm  of  fire,  nor  shall  any- 
such  house  or  any  apartment  therein  be  used  as  a  place  of 
resort  or  amusement  on  said  day;  nor  shall  any  person  at  any 
time,  play  at  any  game  with  cards,  dice,  or  other  implements 

of  gaming  in  any  such  house;  and  every  person  offending  against 
either  provision  of  this  section,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum 
not  not  to  exceed  ten  dollars. 

Passed  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  and  Newcomb  -  7 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Nelson,  Pitts,  and 
Strickland  -  5. 

1  .  Edwards  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Moffitt,  in  relation  to  City  Clock". 

Adapted  and  Messrs  Edwards  and  Dunlap  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Contractor  be  instructed  to  excavate 
and  remove  the  earth  for  the  foundation  of  the  Hook  and  Ladder 
House  according  to  the  grade,  the  dirt  to  be  used  in  filling 
a  low  place  in  the  Market  Square. 

Adopted. 


. 


■■  ■ 


Mr.  Durham  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Re  solved,  That  the  City  Surveyor  advertise  for  the  build- 
ing of  five  cisterns  located  by  the  last  Council. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  following  vote; 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland  -  8. 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  and  Karns  -  4. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  gravel  the  cross- 
ings on  Washington  Street. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Edwrads,  Karns, 
Fitts  and  Strickland  -  ?. 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Durham,  Maguire,  Nelson,  &  Newcomb, 

-  5. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill 
up  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  abut- 
ments built  for  the  foot  Bridges  on  Washington  Street  across 
the  Canal. 

Adopted  unanimously  as  follows: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwrads,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  and 
Strickland  -  12. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  appropriation  formerly  made  for  $1000 
for  lot  and  building  an  Engine  House  for  the  Invincible  Fire 
Company,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  recinded. 

On  Motion,  the  further  consideration  was  postponed  until 
next  meeting. 

The  Mayor  presented  the  following  communication: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council: 

Concerning  the  grading  and  graveling,  east  of  Illinois 
Street,  between  Market  and  Washington  Streets,  I  got  disap- 
pointed in  my  calculation  (before  I  give  in  my  proposal, 
Mr.  Woods,  Civil  Engineer,  and  the  Honorable  City  Clerk  both 
told  me  that  I  could  get  gravel  without  costing  me  anything 
at  the  River,  at  the  street  called  Water  Street,  as  it  be- 
longed to  the  corporation  as  they  thought)  and  in  consequence 
of  that  I  bid  low  for  the  gravel.   I  had  three  horses  and 
three  carts  employed  hauling  gravel  from  the  river  up  on  the 
top  of  the  hill  for  wagons,  to  haul;  and  the  Hon.  W.  Van- 
blaricum  began  to  rip  and  tare  that  he  would  indict  me  and  sue 
the  corporation  if  I  would  take  another  spadeful  out  at  any 
price;  so  I  was  determined  to  fulfill  my  contract  and  save  my 
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securities  let  it  cost  what  it  would.   I  was  obliged  to  pay 
18  cents  per  yard  to  Mr.  Taylor  for  gravel,  that  was  superior 
to  the  other,  to  the  amount  of  186  yards,  which  reduced  the 
profits  to  mere  nothing  and  its  at  your  disposal  to  make  me 
a  reasonable  recompence,  and  if  not  I  must  abide  by  the  con- 
sequence.  I  look  to  your  Honorable  Body  for  a  liberal 
recompence. 

Yours  Respectfully 
H.  Slaven 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned 


Attest   C.  Woodward  City  Clk 
pro  tern 


Common  Council  Chamber 
November  21st,  1853. 

Council  met.   Present,  Messrs.  Bra&shaw,  Carlisle,  Dun- 
lap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Earns,  Maguire,  McCarty ,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  and  Mayor  Scudder. 

Minutes  of  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Newcomb,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred,  the  petitions  of  divers  citizens  of 
Indianapolis,  asking  the  enactment  by  this  Council  of 
"Ordinances  to  prohibit  the  sale  or  disposal  of  intoxicating 
drinks"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration;  and  in  view 
of  the  large  number  and  respectable  character,  of  the 
petitioners  -  the  acknowledged  evils  of  the  traffic  against 
which  they  so  earnestly  portest  -  and  in  view  of  the  defiant 
and  law- contemning  spirit  manifested  by  those  engaged  in 
this  disreputable  business,  in  our  midst,  the  undersigned, 
deem  it  politic  for  the  city  authorities  to  exercise  the 
extent  of  their  powers  against  a  traffic  so  detrimental  to 
the  public  good,  and  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  be  in- 
structed to  report  an  ordinance  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council,  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

H.  C.  Newcomb 
D.  Maguire 

Concurred  in  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  and,  Mayor  Scudder  -  7 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Duniap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Pitts, 
and  Strickland  -  6. 


Mr.  Bradshaw,  from  the  committee  on  Accounts,  reported 
back  the  following  account,  and  recommended  its  allov/ance: 
Abner  Smith  for  Labor,  &c.  $19.00 

1558  Allowed 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Assessor  be  allowed  $50.  extra,  for 
assessing  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Whereas ,  Matthew  Little,  the  City  Assessor,  has  repre- 
sent ed~1yT^ttTis  Council,  that  the  salary  of  $150.  allowed  him 
by  the  ordinance  is  insufficient  to  pay  his  deputies,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $50  be  allowed  to  Matthew 
Little  as  a  gratuity  over  and  above  his  salary.   Provided, 
That  said  sum  shall  not  be  paid,  nor  an  order  issued  therefor, 
until  said  Little  presents  to  the  City  Clerk  the  receipts 
in  full  of  said  deputies  for  their  services 
(1371) 

Adopted 

Resolution  as  amended,  adopted  by  Ayes  and  Noes  as  follows: 
Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  and  Pitts.  -  9 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  and  Strickland.  -  o. 

James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer,  laid  before  the  Council  the 
following  bid  for  G-rading,  and  Graveling  sidewalks  on  New 
Jersey  street,  east  side,  between  Ohio  and  New  York  streets. 

To  the  Honorable  Councilmen  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
Gentlemen: 

I  will  grade  ano  gravel  the  sidewalk  on  the  east  side 
of  New  Jersey  street,  between  Ohio  and  New  York,  at  the 
following  prices,  say  twenty- five  cents  per  yard  for  grading, 
and  seventy  cents  for  graveling. 

Yours,  &c. 

J  Huntington 

Laid  on  the  table.     This  work  was  awarded  at  a  sub- 
sequent meeting.  To  J.as  I  Huntington.- 

Mr.  Dunlap  from  select  committee  on  Meridian  street 
reported  progress  end  asked  further  time.   Granted 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  that  Mr.  Horton  be  allowed  $255  for 
buiding  two  Bridges  over  Canal 

Not  carried 
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Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  the  petition  of  citizens  on  Meri- 
dian street,  be  taken  from  the  tabel. 

Carried 

On  Motion  referred  to  Councilmen  of  3d  and  4th  Wards  Civil 
Engineer  and  City  Attorney. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  James  Blake  be  allowed  to  construct  a 
sink  under  the  pavement  in  front  of  his  new  building  on 
Kentucky  avenue,  the  same  to  be  securely  arched;  and  reserving 
to  the  Council  the  right  to  order  the  same  to  be  filled  up 
whenever  its  continuance  shall  be  thought  predjudicial  to  the 
safety  or  convenience  of  the  public. 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Maguire  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Honorable  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
Your  petitioners  would  respectfully  represent  that  the 
alley  running  east  and  west  from  Meridian  to  Illinois  Street 
north  of  Washington,  is  in  a  very  bad  condition  and  needs 
improvement  the  alley  is  from  8  to  12  inches  higher  than  the 
grade  of  Washington  Street,  and  should  be  lowered  so  as  to 
throw  the  drainage  into  some  main  gutter  or  outlet  and  paved 
with  Boulder  Stones.   We  the  owners  of  property  on  said  alley 
would  therefore  request  that  you  authorize  said  improvement 
to  be  made  and  assess  the  owners  to  pay  for  the  same  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  applicable  to  such  cases; 


Owners 

No  of  feet 

Little,  Drum  &  Anderson's 

38- 9§  in 

David  Craighead 

39- 9f 

H.  S.  Kellogg 

46 

Jas.  Sulgrove 

17. -9| 

H.  J  Horn 

17-ft 

N.  B.  Palmer,  Guardian  of  estate  of 

Jerome  Vickers 

17  " 

J.  L.  Mothershead 

17  » 

J.  S.  Dunlop 

21  « 

D.  V.  Culley  (Meikel's  estate) 

33  « 

Beck  &  Loudon 

15  » 

Jas.  M.  Ray 

35  "  7j  in 

David  Macy   ) 

J.  D.  Morris) 

E.  A.  Hall.  )  Trustees  of  Wesley  Chapel 
S  W,  Drew   )  M.  E.  Church 

196  ft 

H.  Bates 

36.  ft 

W  Teal 

120  ft 

Total  No  of  feet 

651f  ft 

Referred  to  Civil  Engineer. 
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The  following  petition  was  presented: 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

I  most  respectfully  petition  the  City  Council  to  make  an 
abatement  in  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  against  the  property 
at  the  south-east  corner  of  Market  and  Alabama  streets. 

I  feel  myself  most  especially  aggrieved  to  have  to  pay 
any  school  tax.   In  the  summer  I  applied  to  the  agents  of  the 
City  Council,  the  School  Trustees,  for  the  situation  of 
Teacher  in  your  schools,  and  although  they  have  made  a  number 
of  appointments  since  my  application,  they  have  paid  no 
attention  to  my  request,  and  I  would  now  ask  of  you  not  only 
as  Councilman  but  as  citizens,  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
other  citizens,  if  it  be  right,  if  it  be  just,  for  me,  whose 
every  interest  is  in  the  city,  who  am  not  only  a  tax  payer  on 
your  soil,  but  who  feels  that  very  soil  consecrated  by  con- 
taining the  remains  of  all  but  one  of  my  children  to  take  the 
bread  from  the  remaining  child,  to  pay  strangers  for  keeping 
me  out  of  employment. 

I  believe  with  but  two  exceptions,  the  entire  number  of 
teachers  employed  ~oy  your  Trustees  are  not  the  most  remotely 
interested  to  the  amount  of  one  mill  as  tax  payers. 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  I  am  not  the  only  one, 
who  with  yourselves,  have  been  long  years  residents  of 
Indianapolis,  who  has  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  places 
in  your  schools,  that  they  have  solicited,  occupied,  by 
strangers. 

I  most  respectfully  submit  the  above  for  your  consider- 
ation. 

11th  Mo.  14th  1353       Sarah  A  Smith 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  that  the  Council  adjourn. 
Not  adopted 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  hereafter  examine  all 
petitions  of  property  holders  for  improving  streets  and 
alleys,  and  sidewalks,  to  ascertain  the  authority  of  property 
holders  to  sign  in  favor  of  any  of  the  above  improvements  and 
report  to  the  Council 

Adopted  as  follows 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  and  Strickland  -  10 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Trustees  be  authorized  to  procure 
additional  room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  surplus  scholars 
in  the  different  Wards:   Provided,  said  room  be  as  near  cen- 
tral as  possible. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
Not  carried  by  the  following  vote: 
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Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  and  Strickland  - 
4 

Noes.  -  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 

and  Pitts.  -  7 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunl&p,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland  -  11 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  various  meeting  houses,  the  Union  Depot,  and  other 
places  that  may  be  tendered  for  the  use  of  the  Town  Clock,  and 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  the  most  suitable 
place  in  their  opinion,  for  the  location  of  the  said  Town 
Clock. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes.  -  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns, 
:,ire,  McCarty,  ^elson,  Newcomb  and  Strickland  -  10 
Noes.  -  Mr.  Pitts  -  1 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Attorney  is  hereby  required  to 
enter  suit  at  the  next  Circuit  Court  against  J.  L  Ketchum 
for  the  recovery  of  the  lots  in  the  West  Market  Square,  and 
that  H.  C.  Newcomb  be  employed  to  assist  the  City  Attorney 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  suit 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts  and  Strickland  -  9 
Nays  -  Mr.  Bradshaw  -  1 

*.    Strickland  offered  thi 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  giving  the  School  House 
in  the  Fourth  Ward  to  the  colored  people  to  use  for  one  year 
be  ana  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

1357  Mr.  Karns  moved  that  $150  be  appropriated,  towards 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company's  House  to  Wm  Woods.   Adopted. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  the  Civil  Engineer  make  an 
estimate  to  J  Huntington  for  work  done  on  Ohio  Street,  less 
10  per  cent.   Adopted 

Pitts  moved  to  take  from  the  table  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  rescinding  the  appropriation  of  $1000  for  pur- 
chase of  Lot,  end  building  House  for  Invincible  Fire  Company, 
Carried. 

The  question  being  "shall  the  resolution  be  rescinded?" 
Before  the  question  was  put,  On  motion  of  Mr.  McCarty 
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the  Council  adjourned. 


C  Woodward  City  Clk  pro  tern 


Common  Council  Chamber, 
December  5th,  1353. 

Council  met.   Present  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dur- 
ham, Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  McCarty,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  and  Wingate. 

The  Mayor  being  absent,  Mr.  Maguire  was  called  to  the 

chair. 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  the  Council  adjourn.  Not  carried. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  dispensed  with,  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  resolutions 

The  Treasurer's  monthly  report  was  read  and  approved 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  that  two-thirds  of  the  number 
of  feet  of  property  on  alley  running  east  and  west  from 
Meridian  and  Illinois  Streets  were  not  legally  on  the  petition, 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pitts  the  petition  was  referred  back  to 
the  petitioners 

Mr.  McCarty  moved  that  the  Council  adjourn.   Not  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ^arris  the  Civil  Engineer  was  ordered  to 
make  an  estimate  for  Hook  and  Ladder  House 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  the  Judiciary  committee  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

"The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Mrs.  Sarah  A  Smith  for  a  remission  of  her  sShctoltax 
on  the  ground  that  foreign  teachers  have  been  employed  in  the 
public  schools  in  preference  to  said  petitioners,  respectfully 
report  that  they  consider  it  inexpedient  to  take  any  action 
upon  the  petition. 

Horatio  C.  Newcomb,  Ch'm. 

On  motion  the  report  was  referred  to  a  select  committee 
with  instructions  to  encjaire  whether  Mrs.  Smith's  property 
is  valued  too  high. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  committee: 
Messrs  McCarty,  Newcomb  and  Bradshaw. 


. 
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Mi  .  Newcomb  moved  that  the  committee  on  Judiciary  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  subject  of  an 
ordinance  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  Accounts,  reported  the 
following  accounts  correct: 


1394 

1595 

1576-7 

1366 

1396 

1585 

1372 

1397 

1398 

1384 

1383 

1399 

1573  & 

1374' 

1400 

1474 


Walker  and  Vandegrift  for  Lumber  

Robert  Johnson,  for  services  as  Deputy  Marshal 

J.  R.  Wainscott,  for  Labor 

Oliver  Rice,  for  Pump  for  Seminary 

George  Rice,  for  Labor 

F.  Bent ley,  for  auling 

Thomas  Nolan  for  Labor 

Frederick  Cook  for  Labor 

I!       II 
II      H 


Thomas  Keenan 
James  O'Connel 
Abner  Smith 
Matthew  Smock 


Labor 
ii 


Hiram  L  Lewis    "    " 
Henry  taller    "    » 
Adams  &  Co     Transportation 
All  of  which  were  allowed. 


$15.07 
4.25 
5.00 

14.50 
5.00 

30.00 
8.12| 
6.25 
3.50 
2.50 

17.45 

18.25 

35.00 
7.50 

10.00 


1401   Allowed  Wingate  and  Palmer,  for  filling  alley  between 
lots  No  6  end  7,  in  Square  77  $5.00 


1375 


Allowed  John  L.  Avery  for  work  on  Western 
Liberties  Fire  Co.,  House 


$105.54 


Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  the  City  accept  the  Town.  Clock 
from  John  Moffitt,  and  that  $400  be  allowed  on  the  same  and 
b]  at  the  Committee  on  Clocks  obtain  a  secure  place  to  de- 
posit the  same.   Adopted  as  follows:   Ayes,  Messrs.  Bradshaw, 
Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  Wingate.   13 
Mr.  Newcomb  was  added  to  the  committee. 
(1578-9-80-1-2) 

The  Street  Commissioner  made  the  following  report: 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

Gentlemen:   Your  Street  Commissioner  would  beg  leave 
to  report  that  the  foot  bridges  are  all  made,  on  Washington 
Street,  and  the  crossings  are  all  graveled  east  of  the  Canal 

The  street  and  side-walk  in  front  of  a  lot  belonging  to 
Railroad  Company,  north  of  Washington  street  east  of  Canal 
needs  filling  up,  but  I  cannot  do  anything  with  it.   It  is  a 
pond  of  water,  and  the  citizens  complain  bitterly 

I  would  ask  the  priviledge  of  putting  a  pump  in  the  well 
at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Meridian  Streets  so  that  I  can 


148 


fill  the  cistern. 


Wm  Hughey,  Street  Com. 


On  Motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Street  Commissioner  was 
authorized  to  put  a  pump  in  the  well  at  corner  of  Washington 
and  Meridian  Streets. 

Mr.  McCarty  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  corporation  withhold 
from  paying  any  further  claims  on  the  Treasurer,  until  he  has 
sufficient  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  note  due  by 
the  corporation  to  the  Branch  Bank  at  Indianapolis  on  the  19th 
inst. ,  of  $2500,  except  the  receipt  of  orders  for  taxes. 

Adopted  by  the  following  votes 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland  and  Wingate.  -  13 

"The  following  petition  was  presented  by  Mr  Nelson 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  respectfully  represents, 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  whole  of  Out  lot  No  thirty- eight 
in  said  city  of  Indianapolis,  that  in  the  year  1896,  the  old 
Fort  Wayne  road  was  located  in  said  city  of  Indianapolis, 
commencing  on  Pennsylvania  street  where  it  is  intersected  by- 
North  Street,  and  thence  running  in  a  northeasterly  direction, 
passes  diagonally  through  said  square  38,  owned  by  your 
petitioner  as  aforesaid. 

Your  petitioners  further  represents,  that  said  said  Road 
as  located  in  said  city  has  ceased  to  be  of  any  public  utility 
that  access  to  the  City  can  be  had,  with  just  as  much  con- 
venience by  several  streets  running  directly  south  from  the. 
point  where  the  said  Fort  Wayne  Road  touches  the  Donation 
line,  into  to  the  very  centre  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis;  that 
said  Road  passing  as  it  does  diagonally  through  your  petition- 
ers ground,  divides  it  into  inconvenient  and  ill- shaped  parcels 
That  it  is  wholly  unnecessary,  and  not  being  a  street  of  the 
city  it  is  not  worked  upon  or  kept  in  repair,  in  consequence 
of  which  it  is  all  times  in  a  bad  condition  for  travel,  and 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  becomes  a  nuisance. 

Will  your  Honorable  Body,  therefore,  in  view  of  all  the 
premises,  vacate  as  much  of  said  old  Fort  Wayne  Road  as  passes 
through  said  Square  or  Out- lot  No  38  of  your  petitioners 

C-eorge  Brown 

Referred  to  Judiciary  committee 

The  following  petition  was  presented: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
Gentlemen: 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent  to  your 
honors  that  he  constructed  five  cisterns  for  the  use  of 
the  city,  at  the  contract  price  of  37§  cents  per  barrel; 
that  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  digging  the  pits  and  procur- 
ing help  and  hauling,  he  did  not  realize  enough  on  the  cisterns 
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to  pay  the  real  outlay  upon  them;  he  therefore  In  view  of  the 
fact  of  the  case,  would  ask  an  additional  allowance  on   said 
cisterns  equal  to  12§  cents  a  barrel,  making  the  cost  there- 
of 50  cents  per  barrel,  the  price  at  which  the  other  cisterns 
were  taken  by  another  contractor. 

Very  Respectfully,  &c. 
Wm.  Wood 

Referred  to  committee  on  Cisterns. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed 
to  provide  for  the  payment,  as  far  as  is  in  their  power  of 
the  note  now  in  bank,  and  which  will  become  due  the  15th  inst. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns  Maguire,  McCarty,  Kelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland  and  Wingate  -  13 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
have  a  good  pump  placed  in  the  public  well  at  the  cistern  at 
Mc C o rd ' s  wi tho ut  de lay . 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote; 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  and  Wingate.  -  13. 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  said  Street  Commissioner  be,  and  he  is 
directed  forthwith  to  examine  all  public  wells,  pumps  and 
cisterns,  cause  the  same  to  be  put  into  good  conditions, 
and  that  said  Commissioner  hereafter  examine  all  public 
Wells,  Pumps,  and  Cisterns  as  often  as  once  in  each  week, 
have  the  same  Kept  in  good  condition  and  the  cisterns  at  all 
times  kept  filled  with  water. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  and  Wingate.  -  13. 

Mr.  Delzell  offeree  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
build  a  foot  bridge  at  the  crossing  of  New  York  and  Alabama 
Streets. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Jams,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  10. 
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Mr.  kelson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  required 
to  fill  up  the  pond  in  front  of  the  alley  north  of  the  Bates 
House  on  Illinois  street. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Eradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  10 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
gravel  the  side  walk  in  front  of  the  2nd  Ward  School  House 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Eradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
;.ire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  and  Strickland.  -  10. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  C.H.  Boatright  be  allowed  to  remove  the 
dirt  from  the  lumps  on  North  Street  according  to  directions 
of  City  Engineer,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  amount  that  may 
be  assessed  by  said  Engineer  for  the  removing  of  said  dirt. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -"Messrs.  Eradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
ire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  10. 

The  following  bid  was  received,  from  Patrick  Shea: 

"I  will  grace  and  gravel  the  side  walk  on  New  Jersey 
Street,  from  Ohio  to  New  York  Street  at  twenty- five  cents  a 
yard  for  grading  and  seventy  cents  for  gravel  and  estimate 
when  furnished. 

Patrick  Shea 

The  petition  for  the  above  improvement  was  referred  to 
the  Civil  Engineer,  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  is  legal 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Attorney 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 

Gentlemen: 

In  the  proceedings  of  your  last  meeting,  I  notice  the 
following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Attorney  is  hereby  required  to 
enter  suit  at  the  next  Circuit  Court,  against  J.  L.  Ketchum, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  lots  in  the  West  Market  Square,  and 
that  an  able  attorney  be  employed  to  assist  the  City  Attorney 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  suit.   Adopted,  and  Mr.  Newcomb 
employed  assistant  attorney." 


- 
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About  three  months  ago  I  commenced  a  suit  against  The 
President,  and  Directors  of  the  Indianapolis  and  Belief ontaine 
Rail  Road  Company,  for  the  recovery  of  lot  No  10,  in  said 
^arket  Square,  whicr.  suit  is  now  pending,  and  will  be  tried 
at  the  present  term  of  the  Circuit  Court.   Lot  No  10,  forms 
a  part  of  the  West  Market  Square,  and  was  purchased  by  J  L. 
Ketchem,  at  Sheriff's  sale,  on  the  same  judgment  held  by  him 
against  the  City  Council  on  which  the  other  lots  were  sold 
and  bought  by   him,  and  involves  the  identical  question;  and 
a  decision  in  on  case  settles  the  other.  After  the  prucha.se 
of  Lot  No.  10,  Mr.  Ketchem  sold  and  conveyed  it  to  J. IV". 
Talbott;  and  Mr.  Talbott,  sold  and  conveyed  it  to  said  Rail 
Road  Company.   At  the  same  time  I  prepared  the  papers  to 
institute  a  suit  against  Mr.  Ketchem,  for  the  recovery  of  the 
other  lots  (Nos.  11  &  12.)  in  said  Square,  but  the  Council 
received  an  offer  of  compromise  from  him  and  appointed  a 
committee  to  act  thereon,  since  which  time  I  have  been  await- 
ing the  action  of  the  Council,  and  shall  forthwith  comply  with 
the  order  by  instituting  suit  against  Mr.  Ketchem.   But  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  Council  acted  unadvisedly,  in  resolving 
that' an  able  attorney  be  amployed  to  assist  me  in  the  prose- 
cution of  said  suit  and  in  employing   such  attorney  before 
they  were  solicited  to  do  so  by  me,  and  v/ithout  knowing  whether 
I  desired  any  assistance  or  not.   The  people  elected  me  to  the 
office  of  City  Attorney,  without  solicitation  on  my  part;  and 
I  have  thus  far  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  still 
feel  competent  to  do  so.      But  whenever  a  case  arises  in  which 
I  think  it  necessary  or  advisable  to  have  assistance,  I  shall 
not  be  backward  in  employing  an  able  attorney  to  assist  me, 
or  to  advise  the  Council  thereof. 

Respectfully, 

N,  B.  Taylor,  City  Attorney 

The  following  communication  was  also  received  and.  read 
from  the  City  Attorney: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 

G-entlemen: 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  7th  of  November,  1853,  I 
prepared  a  report  relative  to  some  cases  brought  against 
owners  of  property  on  Washington  Street,  west  of  the  Canal, 
and  handed  itto  Mr.  Newcomb  to  present  to  the  Council  at 
said  meeting,  but  he  has  since  informed  me  that  he  did  not 
present  it  at  that  meeting  nor  at  the  meeting  of  the  21st 
of  the  same  month. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1853,  at  the  request  of  Michael 
Shea,  contractor,  I  commenced  suit  before  Esq.  Fisher  against 
James  H.  McKernan  who  refused  to  pay,  for  the  amount  assessed 
against  him  for  work  done  on  the  north  side  walk  of  Washington 
Street  and  the  National  Road  west  of  the  Canal,  and  on  the 
10th  of  October  thereafter,  the  case  was  tried  and  judgment 
given  for  the  city.   On  the  11th  of  October  thereafter,  I 
commenced  suits,  before  Esq.  Fisher,  against  Joshua  Stevens, 
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John  Carlisle,  Martin  Davenport,  Charles  Hocher,  Edward 
Ferguson  and  John  M.  Gaston,  who  likewise  refused  to  pay  for 
the  recovery  of  the  amounts  assessed  against  them  respectively, 
On  the  18th  day  of  October  thereafter,  the  cases  against 
Carlisle,  Davenport,  Hocher,  and  Ferguson  were  tried,  and  on 
the  20th  judgment  rendered  against  the  city. 

On  the  21st  the  case  against  Gaston  was  submitted,  and  on 
the  22nd  the  one  against  Stevens,  and  judgment  in  both  cases 
against  the  city. 

I  brought  no  more  suits  after  the  determination  of  these 
cases,  being  satisfied  that  it  was  useless  to  do  so,  or  to 
prosecute  the  cases  further,  but  I  was  anxious  that  the  matter 
should  be  presented  to  the  Council  at  its  meeting  of  Nov  7th, 
and  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Newcomb  failed  to  hand  in  my  report, 
although  an  appeal  could  have  resulted  only  in  the  payment  of 
an  additional  bill  of  costs  by  the  city.   The  difficulty  is 
this:-  First.  -  the  petition  presented  to  the  Council  asked 
for  the  grading  and  graveling  of  the  side  walk  on  the  North 
side  of  Washington  Street,  between  the  Canal  and  White  River. 
The  Council  on  a  Motion  made  by  one  of  its  members  changed 
the  petition  so  as  to  read,  the  side  walk  on  the  North  side 
of  Washington  Street  and  the  National  Road,  between  the  above 
named  points.   This  change  the  Council  had  no  right  to  make. 

Secondly.   That  part  of  the  National  Road  belongs  to  the 
Central  Plank  Road  Company,  and  the  common  Council  have  no 
power  to  make  a  contract  for  improvements  on  said  Road. 

Thirdly  The  number  of  feet  required  by  the  62nd  section 
of  the  act  incorporating  cities,  was  not  represented  by  the 
petitioners  along  the  line  petitioned  for. 

Neither  of  these  points  were  made  on  the  trial  of  the 
case  against  James  H.  McKernan  as  it  must  have  resulted,  as 
did  the  others  against  the  city 

Respectfully 

N.B.  Taylor,  City  Attorney. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newcomb,  a  select  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  property  holders  in  relation  to 
a  side  walk  on  Washington  Street  in  the  Fourth  Ward. 

Mr.  Maguire  was  appointed  by  the  Council  chairman  of 
said  committee,  and  the  chair  appointed  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
Strickland. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  the  appointment  of  William  Patton 
as  Deputy  Marshall  be  conferred;   Provided,  The  city  be 
at  no  expense  on  account  of  his  salary. 

On  motion,  Cary  H.  Boatright  was  allowed  three  Hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  ($550)  as  per  contract,  for  building  Bri " 
across  the  Canal  on  Maryland  Street. 
(1567-3-9-70) 


153 


Also  to  Wm.  Wood,  Fifty  Dollars  ($50),  being  balance  due 
him  for  work  on  Hook  and  Ladder  House. 
(1361-2-3-4) 

Council  Adjourned 

Attest 

C  Woodward 

City  Clk  pro  tern 


Common  Council  Chamber, 
December  12th  1353. 

Council  met  pursuant  to  a  call  from  the  Mayor.   Present.  - 
messrs  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 

;.ire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  and 
Mayor  Scudder. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertize 
for  new  proposals  to  erect  or  repair  a  Bridge  across  Pogues 

Run  on  Meridian  Street. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  and  Wingate  -  13. 

Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  communication: 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
3-entlemen:  x 

The  undersigned  on  behalf  of  Invincible  Fire  Company, 
would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
statement  of  facts  viz:   On  taking  our  Engine  to  the  fire  on 
the  morning  of  the  11th,  it  was  discovered  that  she  was  froze 
up  and  we  were  consequently  thrown  out  of  service  for  nearly 
one  hour  and  it  was  all  owing  to  our  not  being  able  to  keep 
our  Engine  House  warm.   We  would  most  respectfully  therefore 
petition  your  Honorable  Body  to  have  the  House  we  are  in  at 
present  repaired  in  such  a  manner,  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  Chief  Fire  Engineer,  as  to  render  us  comforable  and 
ensure  us,  after  making  good  time  to  fires  to  be  able  to  do 
some  little  good  with  our  Engine.   We  would  also  state  that 
we  have  no  stove  only  an  old  one  that  we  borrowed  from  a. 
neighbor  and  would  ask  that  one  be  bought  for  us.   We  sincerely 
hope  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  take  speedy  action  on  our 
Petition. 

Respectfully 

W.  C.  Lupton,  Jr. 
On  behalf  of  Invincible  Fi.re  Co.  No.  2, 
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Mr.Delzell  moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 
granted 

Mr.McCarty  moved  to  amend  by  purchasing  a  stove. 

Mr.Newcomb  moved  that  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to 
the  officers  of  the  Engine  Company  to  enquire  if  a  good  house 
cannot  be  hnd  for  «aid  engine. 
Adopted. 

Mr.Karns  presented  the  following  communication: 

To  the  Honorable  Council  of  Indianapolis. 

Having  completed  the  Hook  and  Ladder  House,  I  received 
$180  it  being  insufficient  to  pay  me  for  my  work  and  materials. 
I  would  ask  your  honorable  body  to  give  me  ten  dollars  to 
make  up  my  losses.  If  the  brick  layer  would  have  went  on  and 
furnished  his  work  for  his  first  proposal  there  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  pay  me  but  he  had  to  have  some  twenty  dol- 
lars additional  to  his  work;  therefore  takes  that  off  of  the 
carpenters  work.  I  dont  beg  this  of  you,  I  only  ask  it  as  Jus- 
tice. I  refer  you  to  Mr.Karns  for  an  explanation. 

J  R  Wainscott 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Mr. Nelson  presented  the  following  communication: 

I  ask  the  Council  to  reduce  the  valuation  of  Lot. No  4  in 
square  74,  to  #1500  instead  of  $2500  -  it  is  the  property  of 
Darby's  Heirs  Sulgrove's  lot  adjoining  it,  is  valued  at 
$3000  with  all  its  improvements  and  L.B.Wilson's  lot  being 
a  corner  lot  in  same  square  with  large  brick  buildings  is  on- 
ly taxed  at  $3500  -  lot  4  has  no  improvements  I  also  ask  the 
reduction  of  $2000  on  my  personal  property,  it  being  incor- 
rectly put  down  that  amount  above  what  I  gave  in  to  the  As- 
sessor, 

J . L. Mo r the r she ad 
Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.McCarty  moved  that  the  committee  on  Finance  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  sufficient  money  to  pay  balance  due  on  note 
of  $2000  to  Branch  Bank. 
Adopted. 

Mr.Maguire,  from  a  select  committee,  made  the  following  re- 
port: 
Mr. President: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  a  res- 
olution of  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  a  place 
for  the  location  of  the  Town  Clock,  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  had  tendered  to  them  for  the  use  of  the  City  the 
Cupolas  of  the  following  buildings,  viz:  The  First  Presby- 
terian Meeting 


House,  Roberts  Chapel,  the  Baptist  Meeting  House,  and  the 
Union  Depot.   The  conditions  upon  which  the  Cupolas  of  the 
Churches"  are  tendered  are  that  the  City  shall  be  at  the 
expense  of  fitting  them  up  so  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  purpose 
of  accommodating  the  clock,  and  keeping  it  wound  up  and  in 
repair;  in  other  words  the  City  to  have  the  use  of  the  Cupolas 
as  they  are  without  any  charge  to  the  churches.   No  under- 
standing     >een  had  in  relation  to  the  Union  Depot  because 
the  committee  could  find  no  one  authorized  to  make  a  contract 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Union  Depot, 
is  not  sufficiently  central  as  a  location  for  a  Town  Clock, 
and  therefore  would  not  recommend  its  adoption  unless  it  were 
the  only  place  that  could  be  obtained.   Either  of  the  three 
churches  before  named  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
answer  as  a  temporary  location  for  the  Clock  arid  the  committee 
prefer  not  in  their  report  to  give  any  preference  of  one  over 
another.   The  committee  are  assured  that  the  bells  already  in 
the  Cupolas  of  the  churches  can  be  made  available  for  the  use 
of  the  clock,  and  thus  save  the  expense  of  purchasing  a  bell 
for  that  purpose.   The  committee  recommend  the  selection  ~oy 
the  Council  of  one  of  these  churches  for  the  present  location 
of  the  Clock.   The  Council  are  all  well  acquaited  with  the 
location  and.  relative  advantages  of  the  several  points  as  a 
proper  place  for  the  public  axcommodation.   The  committee  are- 
assured  by  the  gentleman  by  whom  the  Clock  was  constructed 
that  so  soon  as  a  location  shall  be  made  by  the  Council,  he 
will  immediately  make  preparations  for  putting  it  up. 

The  committee  would  further  repot,  that  Mr.  Bates  is 
utterly  opposed  to  any  further  negotiation  in  regard  to 
placing  the  clock  on  his  House 

Respectfully  reported, 
D.  Maguire 
L.  Dun lap 
Wm.  Karns. 

Concurred  in 

Me.  Karns  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  churches  named  and  report  on  which  the  clock  shall  be 
placed. 

Adopted. 

Messrs.  Karns,  Nelson,  and  Edwards,  appointed  said 
committee. 

Mr.  Maguire  from  a  select  committee  made  the  following 
report: 

Mr.  President: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution 
directing  them  to  call  on  the  property  holders  on  the  north 
side  of  Washington  Street  between  the  Canal  and  the  river, 
in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  side-walk  on  the  north 
side  of  said  Street,  respectfully  report,  that  they  made  a 
visit  this  forenoon  to  the  part  of  the  City  where  the  improve- 
ment in  controversy  is  situated,  and  saw  Mr.  John  Carlisle 
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a  large  property-holder  in  that  district,  who  did  not  afford 
as  much  ground  to  hope  that  the  property  holders  will  volun- 
tarily pay  the  amounts  assessed  against  them  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  side-walk.  The  committee  had  no  opportunity  to 
see  any  others  of  the  citizens  interested,  but  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  to  c.o  so.  At  present  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  proceed 
as  soon  as  convenient,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  work  done 
by  Mr.  Shea  the  contractor  (leaving  out  of  the  estimate  the 
work  done  by  others)  and  that  he  report  to  the  Council  the 
value  of  the  work  done  by  the  contractor  at  the  contract 
price. " 

The  committee  ask  further  time  to  report  on  so  much  of 
the  resolution  as  relates  to  a  compromise  with  the  property- 
holders. 

Respectfully  submitted 
D .  Maguire 
N.  Edwrads 
D.  Strickland 

Concurred  in  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  and  Wingate.  -  15. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk,  (Mr.  Woodward)  be  re- 
quired to  give  bond  with  approved  security,  to  this  Council 
at  its  next  meeting,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty 
as  City  Clerk  according  to  ordinance 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 

Mr.  Carlisle  presented  the  following  accounts: 
1402  Richard  Ware,  for  services  as  Messenger  of 

West  Lib.  Fire  Co.  &c.  $41.80 

A6.opted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  3 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  McCarty,  Nelson,  and  Wingate  - 
4. 

Mr.  Carlisle  presented,  the  following  bill 
Western  Liberties  Fire  Company. 

To.  Drew,  McCracken  &  Co.  Dr 

To  Balance  due  on  Hose  Carriage,  as  per 
contract  $29.00 

Not  allowed 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  further  instructed 
to  report  the  amount  of  Labor  done  opposite  each  oersons 


i 


.•■ 


157 


property  on  Washington  Street,  and  the  National  Road  between 
the  Canal  and  River 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Messenger  of  the  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company  shall  receive  twenty  dollars,  for  his  services  as 
Messenger,  and  the  Messenger  of  each  Fire  Company  Fifty  Dollars 
after  January  1,  1354 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  with  instructions  to 
report  an  ordinance 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  an  appeal  be  taken  from  the  judgment  of 
Justice  Fisher  to  the  Marion  Circuit  Court,  in  the  several 
suits  against  property  holders  on  Meridian  Street  north  of 
North  Street,  for  the  recovery  of  the  assessment  for  the 
improvement  of  said  Street  -  and  further  that  the  Mayor  sign 
the  appeal  bonds  officially  on  the'  part  of  the  city;  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  sign  the  same  as  security;  and  that  the 
Council  will  indemnify  him  from  any  liability  he  may  incur 
as  such  security. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Karns,  %e:uire,  McCarty, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  and  Wingate  -  10. 
Adjourned, 

Attest 

C  Woodward     City   Clk     pro tern 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
December,  19th  1853. 

Council  met.   Present.   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap ,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  Strickland  and  Wingate,  Councilmen,  and  Scudder,  Mayor. 

Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Bill  for  $     in  favor  of  Relief  Fire  Company;  referred 
to  committee  on  accounts. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  to  take  fro^i  the  table  the  account  of 
Gilbert  M.  Horton  for  $255  for  building  foot  Bridges  across 
the  Canal  on  Washington  Street. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  The  Civil  Engineer  has  reported  to  this  Council 
that  h'e  is  not  willing  to  accept  for  the  City  the  two  foot 
Bridges  over  the  Canal  on  Washington  Street  on  account  of  the 
bad  execution  of  the  work;  And  whereas  the  Council  is  willing 
to  pay  what  would  be  a  fair  allowance  for  the  work  done, 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  hereby  offer  to  pay  to 
G-ilbert  M.  Horton,  the  contractor  for  the  building  of  said 
Bridges,  Two  Hundred  and  thirty- five  dollars,  in  full  com- 
persation  for  said  work,  and  whenever  said  Horton  shall 
signify  to  the  Mayor  his  willingness  to  accept  this  offer, 
orders  shall  be  issued  upon  the  Treasurer  for  said  sum,  de- 
ducting the  amount  already  paid 

(1403) 

(1406) 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
EdwaroTrT- ^arns ,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland  and  Wingate.  -  13. 

Mr.  Karns  moved  that  the  communication  of  H.  Slaven  be 
taken  from  the  tab el. 

1418.  On  Motion,  allowed  for  186  yards  @  10c  per  yd  -  $18.60 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Newcomb, 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  make  a  survey  and  ascertain 
the  location  of  Water  Street  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  the 
following  ordinance: 

"An  Ordinance  providing  for  compensation  to  the  Mess- 
engers of  the  Hook  and  Ladder  and  Fire  Companies  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis: 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,   That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January 
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1854,  the  Messenger  of  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  shall 
entitled  to  a  salary  of  twenty  dollars  per  year,  and  the 
Messenger  of  each  Fire  Company  shall  be  entitled  to  a  salary 
of  sixty  dollars  per  year  from  the  City  Treasury. 

Sec  2.   Said  salaries  shall  "be  paid  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  provided  by  ordinance  for  the  payment. of  City 
Officers. 

Sec.  3.   This  ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

Read  1st,  2nd,  and  3d  time,  and  passed  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire ,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland  and  Wingate  -  15. 

Mr.  Maguire  from  Judiciary  committee  made  the  following 
report: 

Mr.  President: 

The  Judiciary  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  J.  L,  Mothershead,  praying  a  reduction  in  the 
valuation  of  Lot  No  4,  in  Square  No  74,  belonging  to 
Darby's  estate,  and  also  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  his 
personal  property,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  now  report  that  in  relation  to  the  said  lot  the3r  are 
satisfied  "that  its  valuation  is  considerably  above  the  val- 
uation of  other  property  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  that 
they  are  informed  by  the  gentlemen  who  made  the  assessment 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  value  it  at  $1500.  and  that  by 
some  mistake  it  has  been  assessed  at  $2,500   The  committee 
are  satisfied  that  $1500  for  that  lot  would  be  as  high  in 
proportion  as  lots  contigeous  are  appraised,  and  therefore, 
without  entering  into  the  investigation  of  the  pov/er  of  the 
Council  to  correct  mistakes  of  judgment  in  valuations  of 
property,  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be 
granted,  on  the  ground  of  a  clerical  mistake,  and  that  the 
value  of  the  lot  be  accordingly  reduced  to  $1500.   They  are 
also  satisfied  by  an  examination  of  the  same  gentleman  that 
he  made  a  mistake  of  $2,000.  in  the  personal  property  of 
Dr.  Mothershead,  and  therefore  recommed  that  the  amount  be 
reduced  to  $2,600  instead  of  $4,600. 

Respectfully  submitted 
D.  Maguire 
K.  C.  Newcomb 
L.  Dunlap 
Concurred  in 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts  reported  the 
following  accounts: 
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Abner  Smith  for  Labor 4  6.25 

Do.   Do     "   Marion  Engine 7.50 

Do   Do     "     Do     Do  48.30 
Referred  back  to  Committee  on  Accounts. 

1405    Wright  and  Smock,  for  Pumps $23. 00 

1416  Wm.  McDougall,  for  Labor 2. 50 

1415    Mason  Lucas,  for  Labor 4.50 

1410  & 

1411  Kiram  Lewis,  for  Hauling 10.00 

1417  Waugh    "    Do    5.00 

1408  Morgan  &  Son   "   Lumber 17. 88 

1409  J. P.  Childers.  for  Pumps 20.00 

1413  John  Pogue,  for  Bridges  10.00 

1404    Levi  Comegys  for  Lumber 53.  65 

1414  J.R.  Wainscott,  Extra  allowance  on  Kook  and 
Ladder  House  5.00 

1407    Abner  Smith,  for  Labor 24.  62 

Allowed. 

Mr.  Newcomb,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  having  examined  a  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  meeting  requiring  Charles  Woodward  to 
fill  a  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as 
temporary  Clerk,  respectfully  report. 

That  it  may  be  questionable  whether  Mr.  Culley,  the 
Clerk  would  be  liable  on  his  bond  for  any  act  committed  in 
his  absence,  though  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  he  would  be 
so  liable,  but  to  save  any  question,  the  committee  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  Charles  Woodward  be  requested  to  present 
for  the  approval  of  the  Council  at  its  next  meeting,  a  bond 
in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  with  free  hold  security, 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as 
temporary  clerk  in  the  absence  of  D.  3.  Culley,  the  City 
Clerk. 

H.  C.  Newcomb,  Chairman. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
&  Strickland.  -  12. 

Noes.  -  Mr.  Wingate.  -  1 

Mr.  Pitts  from  Committee  on  Cisterns  made  the  following 
report: 

The  committee  on  Cisterns  ^o  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Wm  Wood,  asking  for  an  extra  allowance  of 
12§  cents  on  the  barrel  for  the  cisterns  built  by  said  Wood 
the  contract  price  being  37  cents  per  barrel,  would  report 
that  in  our  opinion  no  such  extra  allowance  should  be  allowed 
when  competition  bids  were  received. 

Yours,  &c. 

George  W.  Pitts 
W.  A.  Bradshaw 
G-eorge  Durham 
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Concurred  in 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Chief  Fire  Engineer  be  requested  to 
present  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  amount  necessary  for  the  incidental  expenses 
of  each  Fire  Company  for  the  year  1354,  specifying  the 
number  of  active  members  belonging  to  each  company,  and  the 
items  of  such  expenditure. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland  and  Wingate.  -  13. 

Mr.    Karns  from  select  committee  made  the  following  report: 
The  committee,  together  with  Mr.  Moffitt  appointed  to 
examine  the  cupolas  of  the  different  Churches,  in  which  to 
place  the  Town  Clock,  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  would 
submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  Baptist  Church  is 
not  suitable,  the  Bell  being  too  small,  and  is  not  stationary. 

First  Presbyterian  Cupola  will  not  answer  the  purpose  in 
its  present  condition.   The  top  section  in  which  the  clock 
would  have  to  be  placed  is  octagon,  the  section  would  have  to 
be  taken  off  and  a  new  one  built,  which  would  cost  from  three 
to  five  Hundred  dollars.   The  Robert's  Chapel  cupola  was  next 
examined;  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  cupola  is 
sufficiently  stronger  in  all  its  parts  and  that  the  clock  can 
be  placed  in  the  same  at  an  expense  of  One  Hundred  Dollars. 
The  committee  are  satisfied  that  is  the  best  can  be  done  at 
the  present  time  without  incurring  an  additional  expense 

William  H  Karns,  CI.  •  i  . 

ff 

.    Pitts  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  was  not 
adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  McCarty,  Newcomb,  Pitts  and 
Strickland  -  6 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  and  Wingate.  -  7. 

Mr.  ?itts  moved  to  adjourn.   Not  carried  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlao,  Delzell,  Nelson,  and  Strickland  - 
4. 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Newcomb,  Pitts  and  Wingate.  -  9 

The  report  was  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  communication: 
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Td  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
G-entlemen:-   The  subject  of  finding  a  house  for  our 
apparatus,  which  was  referred  to  the  officers  of  the  Company 
has  teen  attended  to,  and  we  report  that  some  five  or  six  of 
us  searched  all  over  the  Ward  nearly,  and  can  find  no   place 
at  all,  and  we  therefore  ask  that  the  House  we  are  in  at 
present  be  fixed  up  at  comfortable  as  it  can  be  without  spend- 
ing too  much  money  on  it.   We  are  satisfied  that  it  is  the  best 

can  be  done  under  all  the  circumstances,  and  we  would 
suggest  that  in  view  of  the  cold  weather,  it  be  attended  to 
as  promptly  as  possible 

Respectfully,  yours, 
W.  C.  Luoton,  Jr. 
On  behalf  of  Invincible  Fire  Co.  No.  2,  Ind, 

Ordered,  that  the  house  be  planked  and  filled  with  saw  dust, 
a  stove  purchased 

.  Newcomb  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  City  Council 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represents  to  your  Honorable 
Body,  That  Wm.  E.  Wood,  a  minor,  heir  of  John  Wood,  deceased, 
is  the  owner  of  13  acres  of  ground,  being  the  west  part  of 
Out  lots  No  99  &  100,  viz:  11  acres  in  99,  and  2  acres  in 
south-west  corner  of  100.   That  said  ground  has  been  assessed 
hy   mistake,  as  the  undersigned  supposes,  at  $400  per  acre  for 
City  tax  purposes,  being  as  this  memorialist  verily  believes, 
largely  over  its  value.   That  the  undersigned  as  G-uardian  of 
the  property  of  said  Wm.  E.  Wood  felt  it  his  duty  to  decline 
paying  the  taxes  thereon,  until  the  Council  should  examine 
into  the  matter  and  make  such  order  in  the  premises  as  may  be 
deemed  just  and  reasonable. 

Said  two  out-lots  contain  in  all  about  75  acres  and  front 
on  Virginia.  Avenue,  that  part  of  said  out-lots  which  is  on  the 
line  of  said  street,  being  front,  is  deemed  of  greater  value 
than  the  part  back,  and  not  having  the  benefit  of  said  street; 
that  portion  of  No  100  which  fronts  on  the  said  street,  is 
clearly  the  most  valuable  and  belongs  to  the  estate  of  John 
G-reer,  deceased,  it  is  valued  at  $250  per  acre  on  Tax  list,  all 

remainder  of  the  front  which  is  further  out,  and  in  No  99, 
belongs  to  Michael  A.  Dougherty,  and  is  valued  at,  or  taxed 
at  $500  per  acre,  the  said  13  acres  is  the  extreme  south-west 
corner  of  said  75  acres  adjoining  the  farm  of  Mr.  Borgemyer, 
the  most  remote  from  the  said  street,  and  of  less  value  than 
the  others,  and.  is  appraised  as  stated  at  $400  per  acre. 

The  undersigned  therefore  requests  respectfully  that 
such  deduction  be  made  from  said  valuation,  as  may  in  t] 
opinion  of  the  Council,  be  just  and  equitable. 

H.  Bates. 

Referred  to  committee  on  Finance 

Mr.  Ki    ria,  from  a  select  committee  on  Town  Clock,  pre- 
sented the  following  communication:  from  the  Trustees  of 
M.E,  Church;  F.obert's  Chapel: 


: 


■ 


■ 
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The  Trustees  of  the  Robert's  Chapel,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  Indianapolis,  proffer  to  the  Common  Council  of  said 
City,  the  use  of  the  steeple  of  said  church,  in  which  to  locate 
the  City  Clerk.   The  Council  to  be  at  the  expense  of  putting 
the  clock  in  its  place,  and  for  running  and  keeping  the  same 
in  repair.   The  Council  can  remove  the  same  at  their  pleasure 
but  we  will  in  that  case  expect  the  steeple  left  in  as  good 
order  as  before  the  removal  of  the  clock.   We  also  proffer 
the  use  of  the  church  bell,  for  the  clock 

Oliver  Tousey) 

Samuel  Beck  ) 

John  F  Kill   )  Trustees. 

John  Wilkins  ) 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  im- 
mediately to  open  the  alley  in  the  south-east  square  of 
Harris's  addition  running  east  and  west,  which  has  been  kept 
closed  by  Ephraim  Croas. 

Adapted  oy   the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dun lap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwara"s~7~~Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Fitts, 
Strickland  and  Wingate.  -  13. 

Mir.  Edwards  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  in  earth  at  the  end  of  the  Bridge  recently  built  on 
Maryland  Street  across  the  Canal. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Ed- 
wards, Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland  and  Wingate  -  13. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  proceed  immediately  to 
advertise  and  receive  proposals  for  the  building  e   good  cistern 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Madison  Depot;  which  will  hold  not  less 
than  500  barrels,  the  particular  locality  to  be  designated  by 
the  Councilman  of  that  Ward 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire  McCarty  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  and 
Wingate.  -  11 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Delzell  and  Durham  -  2. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Street  Cor.:r-.issioner  be  instrusted 
to  build  two  Bridges  over  gutters  on  New  Jersey  Street  at  the 
crossing  of  South  East  Diagonal 
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Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  '  essrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  T^cCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland, 
and  Wingate.  -  13. 

Mr.  Edwards  presentee  the  following  communication: 
To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
Gentlemen: 

I  have  this  day  appointed  Mr.  Samuel  Ketzelgesser  of  this 
City  a  Special  Police  Officer  for  the  Union  Passenger  Station, 
subject  to  your  confirmation: 

Yours ,  &c . 

W.  J.  St e vans,  Supt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newcomb, 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Ketzelgesser,  on  the  request  of  the 
Union  Railroad.  Company,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  Police 
Officer  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  with  the  authority  of  a 
Constable,  in  Criminal  cases;   said  Ketzelgesser  to  act  in  and 
about  the  Union  Depot,  under  the  direction  and  oay  of  said 
Comoany. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Aye s .  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty, 
Newcomb,  Strickland  and  Wingate.  -  8. 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Nelson,  and 
Pitts.  -  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Delzell. 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  contract  with  J.  Hunt- 
ington for  the  grading  and  gravelling  of  sidewalk  on  east  side 
of  New  Jersey  Street,  between  Ohio  and  New  York  Streets. 

Messrs.  Karns,  Edwards,  and  Nelson,  were  appointed  to 
dispose  of  the  old  Hook  and  Ladder  Waggon. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  Estimates  of  the  filling  of  side- 
walk on  North  side  of  Washing  on  Street  and  National  Road  between 
the  Canal  and  White  River  Bridge,  performed  by  Michael  Shea  and 
owners  of  property  on  said  Street. 

(See  Estimates  on   file) 

The  Chief  Fire  Warden  made  the  following  report: 
To  the  Presidents  and.  members  of  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis: 

In  company  with  the  Street  Commissioner,  I  have  ex- 
amined all  the  public  cisterns  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
one  on  Hall's  corner  (which  is  now  being  repaired)  are  all 
in  good  order  and  full  of  water.   The  fire  apparatus  is  as 
far  as  I  can  learn  in  good  order. 

The  Invinciole  Company  will  be  compelled  to  go  out  of 
service  unless  something  is  done  with  their  Engine  House. 
I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  their  House  lined 
and  filled  in  with  saw  dust  or  tan  bark,  if  no   other  House 


can  be  had  for  the  Winter  and  that  they  rent  a  room  or  Hall 
for  their  meetings,  as  I  am  informed  they  can  have  W.W. 
Wright's  Hall  for  one  dollar  per  night  or  for  each  meeting. 
The  0.  K.  Bucket  Company  are  in  want  of  more  Buckets,  and  a 
room  to  x.old  their  meetings  in  .   I  have  no  doubt  but  they 
might  get  the  use  of  the  Releif  Hall.   I  would  respectfully 
sug  'est  the  propriety  of  repealing  the  ordinance  passed  at 
the  last  meeting  of  your  Body  in  regard  to  the  salary  of 
Messengers  for  the  Companies  as  I  am  informed  they  cannot  get 
good  Messenger  for  the  sums  fixed  by  the  Council.   I  believe 
the  Companies  should  have  the  right  to  select  their  own 
Messengers  and  fix  the  salary,  as  by  that  means  they  will  be 
bound  for  good  order  and  care  for  their  respective  apparatus's 
while  as  it  now  is  the  Council  will  have  to  take  the  blame 
in  case  of  anything  being  out  of  order. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

Joseph  Little  C.  F  W. 

Wm.  Hughey,  St.  Com. 

The  Street  Commissioner  reported  the  Bridge  across  Pogue's 
Run,  on  New  Jersey  Street,  repaired,  and  now  in  good  order. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  the  Civil  Engineer  make  an  estimate 
for  work  done  on  Market  Street 

Adopted 
Adjourned 

C  Woodward 

City  Clerk  pro  tern 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
January  2nd  1854 

Council  met.   Present   Messrs.  Bra&shaw,  Dunlap,  Durham, 
Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland  and  Wingate;  Councilmen  and  Mayor  Scudder. 

Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer's  Monthly  report  v/as  read  and  ordered  to 
be  filed. 

The  Street  Commissioners  Report,  read  and  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

The  Marshall  made  the  following  report: 

Your  City  Marshall  would  report  the  following  hogs  as 
taken  up  and  sold  and  money  not  claimed 

■shal 
fees 

Six  sootted  Shoats  4.75.    2.  25 

One  White  Sow  3.25     .37J. 

Two  Barrows,  slit  in  each  ear  2.10.     75 

Three  White  Shoats  3.50    1.12-| 

Four  spotted  Shoats,  crop  of  the  left  under 
bit  in  the  right  ear  7.40    1.50 

One  White  Shoat   crop  of  the  left  under 

bit  in  the  right  ear  60.     374 

One  spotted  and  one  white  sow  shoats  1.37  75 
Four  white  shoats  one  boar  and  three  sows  1.40  1.50 
Three  Shoats  crop  of  the  left  ear  6.50    1.124 

One  white  sow  crop  of  th   right  ear         1.90      374 
One  Sow  crop  both  ears  two  slits  in 

the  right  ear  1.80      374 

Three  Shoats,  two  white  one  black  and  white  5.00    1.12-J 
One  white  Boar  50     .37-J 

One  white  sow  both  ears  croped  and  slit 

in  the  right  1.25      374 

Two  sandy  hogs  2  slits  in  the  right,  crop 
and  slit  in  the  left  ear  4.25     .75 

Five  black  and  white  hogs  two  slits  in  the 
right,  crop  and  slit  in  left  ear  6.75    1.874 

Total  amount  received  $52.32  "J15.00 

M  shal's  fees  15.00 


Balance  paid  Treasurer,  $37.3^ 

Respectfully  submitted 

Benj.  Pilbean,  City  Marshal 

Ordered  to  be  recorded  on,  the  minutes 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  specifications  for  a  cistern 
at  Madison  Deoot:   Also  bids  from 
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80 

34. 
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50 
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00 

10 

50 
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50 
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75 
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00 
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13 

52 

75 
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Geo  D.  Pfifer  at  54  c  per  barrel  and 
Wm  Woods      at  55  c   "      " 

Awarded  to  Geo.  D.  Pifer 

Specifications  for  Repairs  of  Bridge  across  Pogues  Run 
on  Meridian  Street,  awarded  to  C .  H  Boatright  at  $125. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented: 

1424  Craighead  &  Browning,  for  sundries  furnished  city 
1423  H.  J  Horn              "      "  w      " 

1425  Delzell  &  Tyler        "     »  "      " 

1426  J  L.  Avery  for  work  done  on  Western  Liberties 
Fire  Engine 

1427  W.S.  Hubbard  for  rent  of  Relief  Fire  Go's  Hall 
1422  Gates,  Veach,  Pressel,  and  Richmond,  for  work 

on  Inv.  Engine  House 

1428  John  Trucksess  for  work  done  for  city 

1429  Drum  &  Andersons  for  coal  furnished  city 

1430  Releif  Fire  Company,  for  repairing  Hose 
1451  Walker  &  Vandegrift  for  Lumber 
1421  Joseph  Little  for  sundries  furnished  city 
1420  Abner  Smith  for  Marion  Engine 

All  of  which  were  allowed 

The  following  accounts  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee 

A.  G.  Porter  $200.00 

Charles  Fisher  15.95 

G.  D.  Pfifer  presented  a  bill  of  $441.02,  for  building 
cisterns  which  was  referred  to  Committee  on  accounts. 

Mrs.  Heweomb,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  mace  the  follow- 
Lng  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
certain  citizens   relative  to  opening  streets  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Belief ontaine  Rail  Road  Company's 
Depot,  respectfully  report, 

That  before  the  Council  take  action  thereon,  the 
committee  recommend  that  the  Council  apply  to  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  appointment  of  five  Commissioners  to 
appraise  the  damages  and  benefits  accruing  to  the  owners 
of  real  estate  from  the  opening  of  streets,  &c.  as  required 
by  Section  58  of  the  act  of  Incorporation  of  cities,  and  the 
committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  folio  7ing  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Marion 
County  be  requested  to  appoint  five  Commissioners,  free 
holders  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis ,  to  appraise  the  damages 
or  benefits  accruing  to  the  owner  of  any  land  or  lot  through 
which  any  street  is  proposed  to  be  constructed  or  altered,  &c, 
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as  provided  in  Section  53  of  "An  act  for  the  incorporation 
of  cities,  approved  June  13,  1852 

H.  C  Newcomb,  Ch'm 

Ac  opted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcorab,  Pitts,  Strickland  and  Wingate.  -  11 
Noes:  -  Mr.  Bradshaw.  -  1 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  investigate  the  condition 
of  Market  Street  and  report  the  condition  of  the  work  and  the 
state  of  the  contract. 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  have  the  hole  on 
Ohio  Street,  fenced  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  have  the  hole  on 
Vermont  Street,  fenced  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  report: 
The  committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  H.  Bates,  Esq,  G-uardian  of  Wm.  Wood,  setting 
forth  that  13  acres  of  ground,  being  the  west  part  of  Out- 
lots  No.  99  and  100,  viz:  11  acres  in  No  99  and  2  acres 
south  west  corner  of  No.  100  was  assessed  by  mistake,  as  he 
Bupposes,  at  $400  p-^r  acre,  for  city  tax  purposes,  being  as 
v  su:  -oses largely  over  its  value  and  that  he  feels  it  his 
duty  as  G-uardian,  to  decline  paying  the  taxes  thereon  until 
the  Council  should  examine  into  the  matter  and  make  such  order 
as  they  may  deem  just,  and  he  sets  forth  apparently,  as  a 
reason  why  reduction  should  be  made,  that  certain  portions 
therein  states  are  appraised  at  $250  and  part  at  $200  per  acre; 

Have  given  consideration  to  the  subject  and  respectfully 
report  that  in  their  opinion  the  land  in  question  owned  by 
Wm.  E.  Wood  for  whom  Mr.  Bates  is  guardian  is  not  appraised 
at  any  higher  price  than  it  should  be  for  taxation  or  for 
any  puroose  intending  to  appraise  it  at  its  worth  and  if  the 
committee  were  to  offer  an  expression  of  opinion  on  that  part 
appraised  at  $250  and  $200,  it  would  be  that  it  is  too  little. 
Whilst  the  committee  are  fully  convinced  that  there  is 
probably  inequality  in  the  two;  they  are  nevertheless  con- 
vinced the  Wood  tracts  are  not  two  high,  and  respectfully 
recommend  that  no  reduction  be  made. 

Nicholas  McCa.rty)   Finance  Com. 
D.  H  Strickland  ) 

Concurred  in. 

Mr.  Newcomb  presented  the  following  communication: 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned,  to  whom  was  referred  by  your  honorable 
body,  the  duty  of  ascertaining  the  probable  expenses  of  each 
of  the  different  Fire  Companies  of  the  city,  per  year,  and 
the  propriety  of  appropriating  such  an  amount  to  each  of  them, 
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instead  of  proceeding  as  heretofore,  by  paying  the  bills  when 
presented  and  only  approved,  would  respectfully  represent  to 
your  honorable  body,  that  he  has  submitted  the  matter  in 
question  to  his  Association  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  they 
have  concurred  with  him  in  the  justice  of  the  considerations 
herewith  presented,  and  the  conclusions  to  which  they  lead 

First,  We  think  your  honorable  body  cannot  fail  to  see, 
that  every  method  of  supporting  the  Fire  Department  which 
should  allow  the  appropriation  of  unequal  amounts  to  different 
companies,  however  just  the  reasons  supporting  it,  would  in- 
evitably create  dissensions  and  disturbances  between  the 
Companies;  those  receiving  the  smaller  amounts  conceiving 
themselves  as  deserving  of  the  Councils  kindness  as  any  other, 
would  not  rest  contented  under  such  a  system.   And  the  Council 
could  not  discriminate  in  favor  of  any  one  Company  without 
serious  danger  of  doing  injustice  to  others,  as  meritouous 
in  all  respects,  as  prompt,  zealous  and  well  conducted  as 
the  one  most  favored.   That  the  amounts  actually  neccessary 
for  such  a  company  might  be  greater  than  for  others,  would 
not  we  think  allay  such  a  jealousy  of  each  other,  or  distruct 
of  the  fairness,  and  impartiality  of  your  honorable  body,  as 
the  inequality  would  create.   The  evils  of  such  a  state  of 
feeling  among  the  Firemen,  you  can  easily  appreciate 

Second,  In  the  condition  of  the  Department,  the  fixing 
the  amount  for  all  the  Companies  by  the  probable  expenses 
of  any  one  Company,,  or  by  a  fair  average  of  all  would  be 
unjust.   The  different  construction  of  Engines,  the  difference 
in  their  length  and  severity  of  service,  the  unequal  age,  and 
the  different  degrees  of  preservation  of  hose,  make  any  fixed 
a mount  for  one  Company  no  safe  criterion  of  the  necessities 
of  any  other.   This  injustice  can  only  be  avoided  by  appro- 
priating to  every  company  a  sum  equal  to  the  largest  given 
to  8.ny.      If  your  honorable  body  will  do  that  we  can  urge  no 
objection  to  the  policy,  except  the  advantage  that  some  com- 
panies necessarily  requiring  less  than  others,  may  have  in 
creating  a  surplus  fund  from  the  unexpended  residue,  while 
others  cannot.   We  do  not  conceive  that  this  consideration,  is 

sight  sufficient  to  deter  your  honorable  body  from  adopl 
the  system  of  appropriations  proposed,  if  you  think  it  advl 
for  other  reasons. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  companies  now  receive  unequal 
ropriations,  since  some  expend  less  than  others,  and  if 
aware  of  this  fact,  and  indifferent  to  it,  the  Companies  will 
not  be  likely  to  be  more  dissatisfied  with  an  arrangement 
which  amounts  to  the  same  thing  with  the  difference  only,  that 
eapenses  are  anticipated  instead  of  paid,  as  to  this,  we 
could  say,  that  some  of  the  companies  are  aware  of  that  fact, 
and  have  expressed  some  dissatisfaction  at  it,  but  not  of 
sufficient  intensity  to  create  difficulty,  or  disarrange  the 
rations  of  the  department.   But  latterly  seem  to  have 
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acquiesced  in  it,  without  questioning  its  justice.   But  the 
question  presents  a  very  different  phase,  when  each  Company's 
expense  must  be  calculated  in  advance,  and  appropriated  in  a 
lump.   Then  each  Company  will  be  likely  to  estimate  the 
amount  it  desires  by  its  c  a   opinion  of  its  services,  ins bi 
of  by  the  more  appreciable  standard  of  its  actual  expenses. 
It  would  be  hard  to  convince  them  that  a  difference  of 
amounts  appropriated,  was  not  an  exhibition  of  favoritism 
by  the  Council.   Besioes  they  may  feel  justly,  that  when  ex- 
penses are  anticipated  the  Council  has  no  right  to  expect  me 
to  oe  subject  to  such  service  or  exposure  more  than  another, 
as  will  likely  create  a  greater  necessity  for  repairs  or 
Messenger's  services.   Nothing  but  an  equal  amount  to  each, 
will  satisfy  any.   Ana  as  we  have  already  said  in  our  second 
consideration;  it  will  be  hard  to  make  the  expenses  of  any 
less  than  the  greatest,  a  standard  for  others.   Consequently 
the  amounts  ought  to  be  the  same  for  all,  and  equal  to  the 

.  st  appropriation  to  any  company.   Whj    ha.1        should 
be,  the  Council  can  best  determine,  having  the  bills  of 
Company fs  on  file. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  R.  Sulgrove 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr,  Nelson  presented  the  following  petitions: 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis. 

Mary  Ann  Flack,  widow  of,  Moses  Flack,  deceased,  represents 
that  she  is  taxed  on  the  City  Treasurer's  Book  of  this  City, 
as  the  owner  of  One  Thousand  dollar's  worth  of  Personal  Property; 
that  she  had.  not  at  the  time  of  the  assessment  of  the  present 
year,  or  at  the  time  the  lien  of  City  ta.xes  accrued,  nor  has 
she  now,  more  than  One  Hundred  dollai*sworth  of  personal 
property;  and  that  her  circumstances  are  such  that  it,  will  be 
eat  grievance  to  her  to  be  compelled  to  pay  taxes  on  more 
property  she  owns. 

She  prays  your  honorable  Body  to  have  the  city  assessment 
corrected  so  as  to  charge  her  with  One  Hundred  dollar's  worth 
of  personal  property 

Yours  Respectfully 
ry  A  Flack 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance 

To  the  honorable  Council  of  the  City  of  E     -polls; 

Your  undersigned  petitioner  ever  prayeth,  that  you  would 
grant  unto  him  the  exclusive  right  of  the  square  in  the 
south-east  corner  of  the  old  grave  yard,  with  the  alley  on 
the  south  and  east  lines  of  said  Square,^ 
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Also  the  additional  three  or  four  feet  added  to  the  east 
end  of  said  square,  by  setting  out  the  east  line  of 
fence,  which  was  set  out  by  an  order  of  the  Council  last 

.  Lng;  to  "be  occupied  as  the  burying  ground  for  seven 
families.  The  alleys  alluded  to  in  the  petition  in  every 
other  _  art  of  the  grave  yard  is  ta^en  up  and  buried  in, 
the  3  or  4  feet  alluded  to  cannot  be  of  any  use  unless  added 

aid  square,  I  have  the  square  and  south  and  east  alleys 
enclosed  with  an  enclosure,  stone  posts,        in  rods  for 
three  or  four  years. 

I  have  at  this  time  five  children  and.  6  grand  children 
buried  in  said  square,  and  the  square  and.  alley  will  be  a 
very  small  bounds  for  so  many  families 

Yours  with  respect, 
G-.  Norwood 

Granted 

Mr.  Edwards  offered  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
undersigned  would  respectfully  represent  to  the 
Honorable  Council.   That  upon  the  organization  of  the  Bucket 
Company  of  the  City  fire  department,  he  lent  to  said  company 
the  bell  which  is  in  the  use  of  said  since  that  period,  and 
being  informed  that  said  company  need  the  same  and  desire  to 
retain  it,  I  desire  the  Council  to  make  an  order  for  the  amount 
of  the  cost  of  the  bell  and  mounting.   I  paid  Mr.  Hanks  of 
Cincinnati  $17  for  the  bell.   The  mounting  and  freight  cost 
$2.  making  an  aggregate  of  $19. 

The  bell  is  still  perfect  I  beleive,  and  as  good  as  when 
first  purchased. 

I  pray  your  honorable  body  to  make  an  order,  while  I  am 
your  obedient  servent 

N.  3.  Palmer- 
Referred  to  committee  on  Finance  Department. 

Kr.    Maguire  presented  the  following  petition: 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
Your  petitioner  would  respectfully  pray  your  honorable 
body  to  make  a  correction  in  the  amount  charged  to  me  on  the 
tax  duplicate  as  money  on  hand.   I  gave  it  to  the  assessor  at 
$12,000  as  he  is  willing  to  testify,  and  by  some  mistake  it 

got  on  the  Books  at  $20, OC 
body  will  make  the  correction 

I  am  respectfully 
G-.  Schurmann 

F.ef erred  to  the  committee  on  Finance 

!  - .  Laguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 
1455  Resolved,  That  Matthew  Little,  the  City  Assessor  be 
allowed  in  ad.dition  to  the  amount  heretofore  allowed,  the  sum 
of  twenty- five  dollars,  he  having  paid  to  his  deputies  the 
whole  of  the  sum  allowed  heretofore. 
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Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Maguire, 
Pitte,  Wingate,  and  Mayor.  -7 

Noes.  -  Messrs  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  "elson,  Newcomb, 
and  Strickland.  -  6. 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  f ollowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  now  proceed  to  elect  three 
Trustees  for  the  Common  Schools,  to  serve  one  year,  or  to 
there  successors  and  elected  and  qualified. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland 
and  Wingate  -  12 

The  following  gentlemen  were  put  in  nomination: 
C.  Fletcher,  H.F.  West,  K.P.  Coburn,  R.B.  Duncan, 
T.  McClamnock,  David  Beaty,  J.B.  Dillon,  A.L.  Vorhees, 
E.  Cole stock  and  J. p.  Chapman. 

Messrs.  .C.  Fletcher,  H.F.  Coburn,  and  J.B.  Dillon  were 
duly  elected  for  the  term  of  cne  year  from  the  1st  of  January 
and  until  their  successors  are  elected. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered-  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  report  an  ordinance  fixing  the  salary  of  the 
Assessor  for  the  current  year 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes.   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland, 
and  Wingate.  -  12. 

Mr.  Maguire,  presented  the  following  Ordinance: 
"An  Ordinance  to  restrict  the  ringing 


Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,   That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this 
Ordinance,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  give  notice 
of  auction  sales  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  except  at  the  corners 
of  streets,  and  in  front  of  the  houses  in  which  the  sales 
shall  take  place;  and  any  person  violating  the  provisions  of 
this  Ordinance  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor, 
be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars  with  costs  of 
suit. 

Read  1st,  2nd,  and  3d  time,  and  adopted  by  the  follow- 
ing vote. 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  and  Strickland.  -  8 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Edwards,  Karns,  Pitts  and  Wingate.  -  4 


173 


1.  Mr.  Pitts  moved  that  Michael  Shea  be  allowed  $195.5?  for 
work  done  on  sidewalk  on  south  side  of  Washington  Street 
and  National  Road  west  of  Canal. 

1419.   Mr.  Newcomb  moved  to  amend  by  allowing  $100 

Adopted. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Attorney. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  informs  your  honorable  body,  that  at  the 
term  of  the  Marion  Circuit  Court  which  closed  on  Saturday 
evening  last,  there  were  four  cases  on  the  docket  in  which 
the  City  was  a  party  -  three  of  which  were  tried,  and  judg- 
ments rendered,  viz:   The  City  vs.  Ephraim  Croas,  relative  to 
an  alley  in  Harri's  addition.   Irvin  &  Shea  vs.  The  City,  for 
work  on  Meridian  Street,  and  Comegys  &  McCord  y_s.  The  City, 
to  enforce  the  specific  performance  of  an  alledged  contract 
for  the  purchase  of  Lot  No  4,  in  Square  No.  37,  in  said  city, 
all  of  which  were  determined  in  favor  of  the  city.   I  suppose, 
however,  that  the  case  of  Irvin  &  Shea  will  be  taken  to  the 
Supreme  Court  but  they  cannot  succeed.   The  case  of  the  city 
against  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Indianapolis  Rail 
Road  Company,  for  the  recovery  of  Lot  No  10,  being  a  part  of 
the  market  square,  was  not  disposed  of  on  account  of  the  oress 
of  business  at  the  close  of  the  term.   The  evidence  was  heard 
by  the  Court,  and  the  cause  taken  under  advisement  till  the 
next  term.   It  will  be  argued  during  vacation. 

In  the  cases  of  Irvin  &  Shea  against  the  City,  and  the 
City  against  the  Railroad  Company,  I  procured  the  assistance 
of  Mr'.  Newcomb,  to  whom  I  am  under  obligations  for  his 
valuable  aid. 

I  would  recommend  you  to  authorize  me  to  institute  a 
suit  against  Comegys  &  McCord,  to  recover  possession  of  Lot 
No  4.   They  will  be  liable  in  such  suit  for  the  rental  value 
of  the  lot  for  the  time  they  have  used  and  occupied  it 

Lgid  on  the  table 

Adjourned 

C  Woodward 

City  Clk  pro  tem 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  January  loth  1354 

Council  met  pursuant  to  &    call  iron  the  Mayor.   Present, 
Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
Strickland  and  Scudder,  Mayor. 

Dr  Mothershead  was  called  on  and  made  a  statement,  that  a 
man  was  in  the  city  with  the  sr'.all  pox. 

Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Whereas,   this  Council  has  received  information  that 
there  is  ifT~the  City  a  stranger  destitute  and  friendless,  who 
is  infected  with  the  Small  Pox;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  i      1  al  of  the  City  be  required  to 
procure  for  him  'a  suitable  room  in  which  he   .     confined, 
and  that  he  cause  to  be  provided  proper  food  and  bedding  for 
him,  and  prevent  all  intercourse  between  him  and  the  citizens; 
and  that  he  be  authorised  to  employ  some  person  to  take  cha 
of  him,  attend  to  his  wants,  and  prevent  him  from  leaving  his 
room 

Resolved,   That  all  expenses  which  may  be  incurred,  in- 
cluding  Medical  attendance,  will  be  paid  by  the  Council. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  .  •   ire, 
Nelson,  Pitts  and  Strickland  -  S. 


Adjouned 

Adjourned 


C  Woodward 

Cty  Clk  pro  tem 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  January  17th  1354 

Council  met.   Present,  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,.  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  Strickland  Wingate,  and  Scudder,  Mayor 

Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed: 

1452  C.  Richmond,  Messenger                       $60.00 
1434  H  Howard,  for  Labor 2. 50 

1453  A.  Relleymaver   "  6 .  25 

1454  H.  Avils         »  2. 40 

1455  J  Huntington     «  7. 50 

1456  J.  H.  Vajen,        2.00 

1450 

&  51  AW.  Sargent,      55.75 

1457  E.  Seibert         3.00 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 

"An  Ordinance,  providing  for  a  salary  for  the  City 
Assessor. " 

Read  first  and  second  time. 

.  Pitts  moved  to  strike  out  $180,  and  insert  $200. 

Not  adopted. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  insert  $150. 
Not  adopted 

Laid  on  the  table  until  next  meeting. 

Mr  Newcomb  presented  the  following 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent  t 
Council  that  he  .resented  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  the 
resolution  adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  for  the 
;  _   lintment  Commissioners  to  assess  damages  &c,  for  the  ope: 
of  streets;  and  said  Court  has  appointed  as  such  Commissioners, 
David  S  Beaty,  James  Sul^rove,  Robert  A  Taylor,  V.  C  Hanna, 
and  Isaac  N  Phipps 

F  C  Newcomb 

Ordered  to  be  entered  on   the  minutes. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  ordinance: 

"An  Ordinance  relative  to  the  support  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. " 

Section  1.  Be  It  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  India.n- 
a  op  lis";  Tha  z   henceforth  there  shall  be  apropriated  for  the 

port  of  the  Fire  Department  of  this  city",  and  to  defray  all 
expenses  thereof,  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars 
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annually  to  each  Engine  Company,  and  seventy- five  dollars 
annually  to  each  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  of  the  City,  to  be 
paid  quarterly  in  advance  to  the  Treasurer  thereof;  provided 
that  said  Companies  shall  not  be  required  out  of  such  appro- 
priation, to  defray  the  expenses  of  new  apparatus,  or  house 
rent. 

Sec.  2.   Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Treasurer  of 
each  of  said  Engine  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies,  shall, 
before  said  Companies  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  such 
appropriation,  execute  a  bond  with  security,  payable  to  the 
City  Council  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  in  the  penalty  of 
double  the  sum  thus  appropriated,  conditioned  to  the  effect, 
that  he  will  safely  keep  said  money,  and  will  pay  the  same  out 
as  required  by  said  Company  and  not  otherwise,  and  for  no 
other  purposes. 

Sec.  3.   Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  expenses  of  all 
Companies,  not  named  in  the  foregoing  sections  of  this 
Ordinance  shall  be  defrayed  as  heretofore  provided  for;  "and 
all  Ordinances  and  parts  of  ordinances  conflicting  with  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance;"  and  all  ordinances  pro- 
viding for  the  pay  of  Messengers,  are  hereby  repealed,  and 
the  salaries  of  messengers  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  sums  hereby 
allowed  to  the  several  fire  companies. 

Sec  4.    This  ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  February,  1854. 

Read  first  and  second  time 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  that  it  be  postponed  till  next  meeting, 
not  adopted  hy   the  following  vote: 

Ayes.   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Maguire  and 
McCarty.  -  5 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  and  Strickland,  -  7. 

Mr.  McCarty  moved  to  amend  as  follows; 

"Instead  of  unconditionally,  insert  $350,  appropriated 
($87.50  each  quarter)  to  the  use  of  each  Fire  Company,  and  One 
Hundred  dollars  to  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  in  payment  of 
their  current  expenses  for  the  term  of  12  months,  when  the 
vouchers  from  each  Company  shall  be  presented  properly 
authenticated. " 

Not  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Mr.  McCarty.  -  1 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  and  Strickland. 
-  11 
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The  Ordinance  was  then  adopted  by   the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Delzell,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 

Nevv-comb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  8 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  and  McCart:  - 

4. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  reported  beck  C.  Fisher's  bill  of 
$15.95. 

Which  was  allowed. 

(1449) 

Mi  .  Maguire  from  The  Judiciary  committee  reported  the 
following  ordinance  "An  Oridnance,  to  prevent  the  hitching  of 
horses,  or  other  animals,  to  Lamp  Posts. 

Sec.  1.   Be  it  ordained  by   the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  hitch  or  tie 
any  horse,  or  other  animal  to  any  of  .the  lamp  posts  in  the 
city,  and  any  person  offending  against  this  Ordinance  shall, 
on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Sec  2.   This  Ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
publication. 

Read  first,  second,  and  third  time,  enc   passed  by  the 
following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwai   , 
Karns,  Ms  uire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and 
Strickland.  -  11. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported  Mr.  Pfifer's  bill  of 
$441.  correct. 

Allowed  £300  now,  and  $141  to  be  paid  when  he  shall  file 
with  the  city  clerk  a  bond  with  security  guaranteeing  t] 
cisterns  for  five  years. 

(1435-6-7-8-9} 

(1440-1-2     ) 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  Bridge  across  the  Canal 
on  South  Street  finished  according  to  contract. 

On  Motion  Levy  Comegys  was  allowed  $340  for  building 
the  same. 

(1443-4-5) 
(1446-7-3) 

The  Civil  Engineer  made  the  following  report: 

The  Civil  Engineer  respectfully  reports  to  the  City 
Council. 

1st  That  he  has  staked  off  Water  Street,  between  Wash- 
ington Street  and  the  old  grave  yard,  and  found  the  river  had 
made  considerable  encroachment  on  it,  since  the  year,  1831 
when  the  map  of  the  city  was  made  by   Bethuel  F.  Morris;  at 
Washington  street,  ten  feet  off  the  width  of  Water  Street  had 
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been  washed  away;  at  Maryland  Street,  sixteen  feet;  at  the 
Terre  Haute  Railroad  Bridge,  seventy- five  feet;  and  at  the  old 
grave  yard,  twelve  feet. 

2nd.   That,  in  accordance  with  an  order  of  your  honorable 
body,  the  undersigned,  on  the  28th  November  last,  made  an  esti- 
mate of  the  grading  performed  on  Market  Street,  by  John  C. 
Carroll,  which  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars 
Since  that  time  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  to  the  grading, 
but  a  few  loads  of  gravel  have  been  hauled  and  laid  down  on  the 
street.   In  regard  to  the  contract,  the  undersigned  is  not 
aware  of  any,  but  has  been  informed  by  Mr.  Woodward,  that  Mr. 
Carroll's  proposal,  which  contained  an  obligation  of  Mr.  Langs- 
dale,  guaranteeing  the  performance  of  the  work,  is  either  lost, 
or cannot  now  be  found.   About  one- third  of  the  grading,  and  the 
whole  of  the  graveling  remain  undone. 

3d  Since  last  regular  meeting  of  the  Council,  the  undersign- 
ed wrote  a  contract  and  security  bond  for  Mr.  Pfeifer  to  sign 
and  execute,  but  he  refused  to  do  so,  unless  the  City  Council 
lock  up  the  Cistern  after  it  is  constructed,  and  provide  the 
Fire  Companies  and  Street  Commissioner  with  keys. 

James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  Maguire  presented  the  following  petition: 
To  the  City  Council: 

At  a  public  meeting  held  at  Robertte  Chapel,  on  the 
Anniversary  of  the  Widow's  and  Orphan's  Asylum,  Society,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  James  M.  Ray,  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  be  requested  by  said 
Society,  to  devise  some  means,  if  within  their  power,  to  aid 
said  society  to  raise  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  building  as  an  Orphan  Asylum,  on  the 
grounds  now  owned  by  the  Society. 

We  therefore,  as  the  authorized  Representatives  of  said 
Society,  pray  your  honorable  body  to  take  the  subject  into 
consideration. 

Marcia  D.  Willard 

E.  Talbott 

Referred  to  Messrs.  Maguire  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Karns,  Pitts, 
Edwards  and  Bradshaw. 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
open  the  gutters  on  the  west  side  of  Delaware  and  the  south  side 
of  Market  Streets,  in  front  of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs#  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
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McCarty,  Nelson,  and  Pitts.  -  8 
Noes.  -  Mr  Bradshaw  -  1 

Mr.  McCarty  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  and  Treasury  present  at  the 
next  regular  meeting  of  the  Council,  a  statement  of  all  the 
liabilities  upon  the  treasury,  either  payable  on  demand,  or  at 
a  future  period,  either  for  contracts  unfinished  or  otherwise. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson  and  Pitts.  -  9 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioner,  open  the  ditch  on 
Mississippi  Street 

Odered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  make  an  estimate  to 
L.  D.  Wilson 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  that  Michael  Shea  be  allowed  $97.57  balance 
due  him  for  grading  and  gravelling  side-walks  on  Washington 
Street  and  National  Road. 

Laid  on  the  table 

Ordered.  That  the  Street  Commissioner  full  up  the  ends  at 
the  "ridge  across  Canal  on  South  Street. 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  February  6th  1854 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Magulre,  McCarty,  Nelson, 
Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  Wingate,  and  Mayor  Scudder 

The  Treasurers  Monthly  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

The  Street  Commissioner  made  his  report  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  Engineer  reported  that  George  D.  Pfelfer  refuses  to 
accept  the  contract  for  making  the  cistern  near  the  Madison 
Depot 

Ordered  that  the  Engineer  advertise  and  re-let  the  job 

The  Engineer  also  reported  that  C  H  Boatright  had  completed 
the  Bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on  Meridian  Street,  and  recom- 
mended an  additional  allowance  of  $4,75  for  extra  work 

On  motion  allowed  C.  H.  Boatright  #129.75,  and 
(21,  22,  23) 

Ordered  That  the  Street  Commissioner  have  the  necessary 
filling  at  each  end  of  said  Bridge  done. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Accounts: 

G.  M.  Darrah $65.00 

Michael  0 'Harra  65.00 

B.  Pilbean  23.95 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed: 

24  Elder  &  Harkness,  for  Printing  $71.37 

25  H.  Lewis,  for  Labor  15.62 

26  E.  Davis,  Hauling  10.62 

27  0.  Swear  for  Drayage  3.35 

28  J. P.  Childers  14.25 

29  John  Griswold,  for  Lumber  42.65 

Do    Do      M    "    for  School  House  93.39 

30  A.  Smith  for  Labor  4.37 

31  D.  Cox    Messenger  Salary  23.75 

32  W  H  Jones,  for  Market  House  hooks  3.00 

33  Ind.  Coal  Company  11.50 

34  C.  &  J.  Cox,  for  sundries  49.40 

35  Craighead  &   Browning  16.10 

36  A.  Gold  for  sundries  furnished  N.  L  fr.  Co  1.42 

Sundry  accounts  were  referred  to  committee  on  accounts. 
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A.  A.  Loudon's  account  was  presented  for  $24.28.   Referred 
to  committee  on  accounts  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.   Messrs.  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  and  Nelson  -  8 

Nays.  -  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  &  Wingate.  -  6 

The  committee  on  Finance  to  whom  the  account  of  N  B. 
Palmer  for  Bell  on  0  K  Bucket  Co!s  House,  reported  it  back 
and  recommended  its  allowance 

37  On  Motion  allowed  $19.00. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  reported  back  A.  G-.  Porter's 
account  for  $200  without  recommendation 

Mr.  Bradshaw  moved  to  allow         |150 
Mr.  Pitts      "    M    M  §165 

Mr.  Dunlap     M    H   "  $100 

38  Allowed  $150 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  the  Assessor  be  directed  to  proceed 
with  as  much  expedition  as  practicable  to  make  out  a  full  and 
fair  list  of  all  persons  and  property  liable  by  law  to  tax- 
ation for  city  purposes;  and  said  Assessor  is  authorized  and 
directed  to  apply  to  the  city  Attorney  for  such  legal  advice 
as  he  may  need  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

Adopted 

Mr.    Maguire   from  a  select  committee  made   the   following 
report: 

Mr.  President: 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
adopted  at,  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Widows  and  Orphan's 
Society,  asking  the  City  Council  to  devise  some  means,  if  with- 
in their  power,  to  aid  the  said  Society  to  raise  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  building,  as 
an  Orphan  Asylum  on  the  grounds  now  owned  by  the  Society,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  now  report,  that  enter- 
taining as  they  do  the  highest  regard  for  those  ladies  of  our 
City,  who,  from  Motives  the  most  disenterested  and  benevolent, 
have  been  for  some  years  and  are  still  endeavoring  to  make 
provision  for  the  comfort  of  destitute  widows  and  the  education 
and  support  of  orphans  left  without  means,  they  take  the 
occasion  now  presented  of  expressing  the  hope  that  their  efforts 
may  be  crowned  with  the  most  abundant  success.   The  cause  in 
which  the  Society  is  engaged  is  one  calculated,  in  our  opinion, 
to  enlist  the  warmest  sympathy  of  our  entire  community,  aiming 
as  it  does  at  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  suffering 
humanity.   The  committee  however  are  constrained  to  report  that 
they  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  recommend  an  appropriation  out 
of  the  Treasury  at  this  time  for  that  object.   The  revenues 
which  will  be  derived  from  the  taxes  of  the  current  year  will 
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probably  all  be  absorbed  by  the  payments  which  will  be 
necessary  to  be  made  for  cistern,  bridges,  and  other  Improve- 
ments authorized  by  the  present  and  previous  Council,  and  by 
the  payments  of  salaries  and  other  expenditure,  and  therefore 
if  an  appropriation  were  made  there  would  be  nothing  in  the 
Treasury  with  which  to  meet  it.   It  is  presumed  moreover  that 
an  appropriation  out  of  the  revenues  collectable  under  the 
assessment  of  1854  would  be  in  ample  time  to  meet  the  wants  Df 
the  Society  and  the  committee  apprehend  that  the  object  of  the 
present  application  is  to  enable  the  City  Council  to  make  pro- 
vision for  an  appropriation  to  be  paid  after  the  taxes  of  1654, 
shall  have  been  collected. 

The  committee,  beleivlng  that  the  object  for  which  the 
Society  ask  the  aid  of  the  Council,  is  one  which  interests 
alike  all  our  fellow  citizens,  who  it  is  believed  will  all 
feel  a  friendly  regard  for  it  when  presented  to  their  con- 
sideration, and  beleiving  that  a  tax  for  this  purpose  would 
be  more  cheerfully  paid  and  exert  a  better  influence  in  the 
cause  if  it  were  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  their  suffrages, 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,   That  the  Judiciary  committee  are  instructed 
to  make  provision  by  which  the  vote  of  the  citizens  of  the 
city  may  be  taken  at  the  approaching  election  for  City  Officers 
for  and  against  an  appropriation  to  aid  the  Widows  and  Orphans 
Asylum  Society  to  erect  a  building  suitable  for  an  Orphan !s 
Asylum  on  the  ground  now  owned  by  the  Society. 

Concurred  in  and  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes.-  Messrs  ^radshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Dur- 
ham, Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 
Strickland,  and  Wingate  -  14. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  following  petition: 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  honorable 

body  the  following  facts  in  reference  to  their  purchase  of  the 

Lot  owned  by  the  City  in  the  2nd  Ward,  to-wit: 

1st  On  the  25th  of  November,  1851,  a  resolution  passed 
the  then  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  to  dispose 
of  the  school  lots  in  the  several  wards. 

2nd  The  President  (also  the  Councilman  of  the  2nd  Ward) 
reported  on  the  1st  of  November,  1852,  the  proposition  of 
the  undersigned  to  purchase  the  lot  in  the  2nd  Ward  upon  the 
following  terms:   They  were  to  pay  |700  in  instalments,  of 
$200  payable  either  on  the  1st  or  in  the  March  following; 
and  the  residue  in  three  yearly  instalments  with  interest 
from  Nov.  1,  1852,   Which  proposition  was  accepted  by  the 
Common  Council,  and  the  President  and  Secretary  ordered  to 
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execute  a  bond  to  the  undersigned  for  a  deed  on  behalf  of  the 
Council. 

The  undersigned  further  state  that  at  the  time  of  the 
contract,  and  when  the  first  payment  became  due  the  City 
Council  was  indebted  to  the  undersigned  upon  contracts  for 
building  bridges  to  an  amount  exceeding  their  first  payment 
and  was  under  the  Impression  that  it  was  agreed  by  the  City 
Council  that  such  indebtedness  was  to  be  applied  towards 
payment  of  said  Lot.   But  the  undersigned  further  state,  that 
it  was  always  their  impression  that  said  first  payment  was 
to  have  been  made  on  the  1st  of  April  following  the  contract, 
and  not  on  the  1st  day  of  March  as  insisted  upon  by  the  City 
Council,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  said  impression  on  or  about 
the  20th  of  March,  they  tendered  to  the  City  Council  the  first 
payment  of  $200,  but  the  City  Council  refused  to  accept  said 
money,  and  fulfil  the  contract  on  reference  to  the  purchase 
of  said  Lot. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submit  to  the  City  Council, 
that  they  have  acted  in  good  faith,  and  never  doubted  but  the 
contract,  which  they  regarded  as  in  equity  and  morals,  obligatory 
upon  both  parties,  would  be  fully  carried  out  by  the  City 
Council.   The  undersigned  are  willing  to  pay  all  costs  and 
interests  that  may  have  accrued  on  account  of  said  contract. 

The  undersigned  further  state  that  in  the  suit  recently 
pending  in  the  Marion  Circuit  Court,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
Judge  Stephen  Major,  that  the  undersigned  had  an  equitable 
right  to  a  specific  performance  of  the  contract  before  referred 
to  but  the  undersigned  prefer  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
matter  without  further  costs  or  trouble. 


Respectfully  submitted 


Laid  on  the  table 


Joseph  McCord 
Levi  Comegys. 


Mr.  McCarty  presented  a  petition  from  S.  M.  Bristor  ask- 
ing to  have  his  taxes  reduced 

Which  was  referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned  until  tomorrow  evening 
at  &|  oclock, 

Attest 

C  Woodward  City  Clk  pro  tern 


. 


. 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  February  7th  1854 

Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   The  Mayor  being  absent, 
Mr.  Newcomb  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Present.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns ,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland. 

Reading  of  minutes  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

Mr.  Robert  Marsh  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin"  wishes  your  hon- 
orable to  grant  him  a  license  to  present  to  your  citizens  this 
Drama  and  solicit  you  to  place  the  fee  as  low  as  you  may  think 
proper  for  two  weeks  or  probably  more 

Mr.  Edwards  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Section  6,  of  "An  Ordinance  entitled, 
"An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  "theatres,  Shows,  &c;  Approved, 
/•ember,  7,  1351,  be  suspended  f 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  and  Strickland.  -  8. 
Noes.  -  Mr.  Pitts.  -  1. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  that  license  be  granted  the  Marsh  Troupe 
at  $10  per  night 

Adopted 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  to  rescind  the  order  granting  License 
to  Washington  Hall  at  $25  per  month 

Adopted. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following  remonstrance. 

To  the  Honorable,  The  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis 

The  undersigned  citizens  residing,  or  doing  business 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Governor's  Circle,  feeling  that  in 
no  other  city  in  the  Union  would  such  a  hazarding  of  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  be  allowed  by  the  authorities,  as. 
to  permit  the  very  centre  of  a  City  to  be  occupied  as  a 
place  for  a  Pest  House,  respectfully  remonstrate  against  such 
a  use  of  the  old  Council  House  in  the  circle,  and  earnestly 
request  of  your  Honorable  Body  such  action  as  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  such  a  nuisance,  which  may  be  the  means  of  spread- 
ing extensively  desolating  pestilence  through  the  city 

Indianapolis,  January  24,  1354 

Jas.  C.  Yohn  W.  S.  Hubbard 

Wra.  Hannaman  Alfred  Harrison 

S.  A  Fletcher. )  J  &.  Whitcomb 
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T.  R.  Fletcher)  provided  some   Jno.  S.  Dunlop  Jr 


)  other  suitable 
)  place  is  pro- 
)  vlded 


A.  Ballard 
W.  W  Roberts 
L.  B.  Morrow 
J  F  Fairbank 
T.  M  Roberts 
John  Bradshaw 
J  M.  Bradshaw 


Henry  Tutewiler 
James  M.  Ray 
Jacob  Landis 
W.  H  Talbott 
E  R  Ames 
John  T.  Weeks 
Daniel  Yandes 


Laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned  respectfully  represents  to  the  Common 
Council  that  there  exists  a  very  great  necessity  for  a  bridge 
over  Pogues  Run,  on  Market  Street,  (east  of  Noble  Street.) 
It  is  scarcely  wcrth  while  for  me  to  trouble  the  Council  with 
the  reasons  why  they  should  order  the  erection  of  this  bridge. 
Nor  is  it  needful  that  I  should  get  (a  thing  easy  to  be  done) 
a  long  list  of  names,  asking  for  such  a  bridge.   The  length 
of  the  bridge  will  be  about  45  feet,  will  require  but  one  bent 
under  it,  and  for  the  present  a  single  track  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  convenience  of  the  neighborhood.   The  cost  cannot  be 
much,  if  any,  above  one  hundred  dollars. 

A.  H.  Davidson. 

Referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer  with  instructions  to  report 
the  cost. 


Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  petitions 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned  owners  of  lots  fronting  on  the  east  side 
of  Alabama  Street,  between  Market  and  Ohio  Streets,  respect- 
fully ask  your  honorable  body  to  instruct  your  Civil  Engineer 
to  procure  and  erect  a  suitable  number  of  lamp  posts,  not 
more  than  three,  between  the  point  aforesaid,  and  supply  the 
same  with  lamps  and  gas,  for  lighting  the  sidewalk,  and  to 
pass  such  farther  order  as  may  be  necessary  to  raise  the 
expense  of  erecting  said  posts,  and  supplying  the  same  with 
gas,  lighting,  extinguishing,  and  repairing  them,  by  an 
assessment  on  the  lots  between  the  points  named. 


Greenup  S.  Pittman  22  ft 
Wm.  J  H.  Robinson  22  ft 
R.  W.  Iliff         36  ft 


John  B.  Stumph   43  ft 
Calvin  Fletcher  96£  ft 
Joseph  Little    10l£  ft 


To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned  owners  of  lots  fronting  on  the  east  side 
of  Alabama  Street,  between  New  York  and  Ohio  Streets,  respect- 
fully ask  your  honorable  body  to  instruct  your  Civil  Engineer 
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to  procure  and  erect  a  suitable  number  of  lamp  posts,  not  more 
than  three,  between  the  points  aforesaid,  and  supply  the  same 
with  lamps  and  gas  for  lighting  the  side  walk,  and  to  pass 
such  farther  order  as  may  be  necessary  to  raise  the  expense 
of  erecting  said  posts,  and  supplying  the  same  with  gas, 
lighting,  extinguishing  and  repairing  them  by  an  assesment  on 
the  lots  between  the  points  named. 

P.  H.  Jameson     101i  ft     David  Stevenson 

John  W.  Hamilton   6lJ  ft     Lemuel  Vanlanningham  33% 

Joseph  Wert  Theophilus  Parvin     53|  ft 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas,  It  becomes  necessary  from  the  increase  of  our 
population;  and  the  many  casualities  that  must  inevitably 
occur  from  the  numerous  Rail  Roads,  concentrating  in  this 
City,  the  contagious  epidemics  by  which  v/e  will  frequently  be 
visited,  that  a  Hospital  should  as  soon  as  practicable  be 
erected  to  receive  the  stranger,  the  unfortunate  and  the 
destitute  -  to  be  under  the  control  and  management  of  the  City 
authorities;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
President  to  select  a  site  for  said  Hospital  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  city;,  and  report  to  the  Council  as  soon  as  convenient, 
the  price  and  condition,  by  which  the  premises  can  be  obtained, 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strickland.  -  9 

Messrs.  Dunlap,  Maguire,  and  Delzell  appointed  said 
committee. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Wm.  Franklin  and  Thomas  Bushrod  be  allowed 
to  dig  a  well  and  put  good  pump  in  the  same,  on  the  outer 
edge  of  the  side- walk,  opposite  their  lots  on  Indiana  Avenue. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  9 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  make  an  estimate  of  the 
work  done  on  Meridian  Street,  by  Irvin  &  Shea,  and  report  the 
same  at  our  next  meeting. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson  Newcomb,  Pitts  and  Strickland.  -  9 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  last  suit  before  the  Mayor  brought 
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by  the  Council  against  Ephrain  .Croas ,  for  the  closing  up  of  an 
alley  in  Isaac  Harr's  addition,  be  and  is  hereby  dismissed  on 
the  following  condition,  to-wit:   That  Robert  Johnson  is  hereby 
authorized  to  re-commence  suit  against  Croas  for  the  opening  of 
the  above  alley  referred  to;  provided  said  Johnson  will  pay  all 
costs  up  to  date  employ  and  pay  attorneys,  for  prosecuting 
said  suit,  and  if  necessary  said  Johnson  is  is  hereby  authorized 
to  use  the  seal  of  the  city. 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on 
Finance  to  examine  monthly  the  orders  paid  by  the  Treasurer 
and  compare  them  with  the  allowance  made  by  the  Council,  and 
report  whether  the  orders  paid  by  the  Treasurer  are  correctly 
issued. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns ,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  and  Strickland  -  9. 

Ordered  That  the  Street  Commissioner  have  the  crossings 
on  the  north  side  of  New  York  Street,  across  West  Street,  and 
on  the  east  side  of  Illinois  Street  across  Ohio,  gravelled 

Ordered,   That  the  City  Clerk  furnish  the  Assessor  with  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  passed  at  last  meeting. 

The  Ordinance,  entitled  "An  Ordinance,  providing  a  salary 
of  the  City  Assessor,  was  taken  from  the  table  read  a  third 
time,  and  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Noes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  and  Strickland.  -  9. 

Mr.  Karns  -  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
how  the  small  pox  came  in  town 

Adopted  and  Messrs.  Karns,  Edwards,  and  Pitts  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

The  committee  on  Accounts  reported  back  the  following  small 
Pox  bills,  and  recommended  their  allowance  as  follows: 

39  B.  Pilbean  $23.95 
41  Michael  0  Harra                          $65.00 

40  D.  M.  Darrach  $65  Allowed  $40.00 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  will  pay  to  the  Assessor  $200 
for  making  the  assessment  for  the  present  year,  to  be  paid 
when  the  assessment  is  received  by  the  Council 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 


; 


> 
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Newcomb  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  8 
Noes.  -  Mr.  Delzell.  -  1 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  this  Council 
the  sum  of  Ten  dollars  per  day  shall  be  charged  for  a  license 
for  any  Theatrical  performances  for  which  a  license  is  required. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Magulre, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  9 

A  petition  was  presented  by  Win  Sullivan,  on  behalf  of 
Michael  A.  Daugherty,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  his  taxes. 

Referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  propriety  of  filling  up  the  pond  between  lot  No  143,  and 
144  in  May land  Street,  in  the  5th  Ward. 

Messrs  Edwards,  Karns,  Dunlap  and  Civil  Engineer  appoint- 
ed said  committee. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  committee  be  instructed  to 
enquire  and  report  to  the  Council  the  period  of  the  year  at 
which  In  their  opinion  the  value  of  the  pronerty  of  the  citizens 
shall  be  estimated  for  taxation  and  if  their  be  no  law  fixing 
the  time  that  the  committee  report  an  ordinance  on  the  subject. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes.  -  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  and  Strickland.  -  9. 

On  Motion,  the  Council  Adjourned 

Attest 

C.  Woodward,  City  Clk  pro  tem. 


.'. 


■; 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis  Febry  13  1854 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns ,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcorab, 
Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate,  Councilraen,  &  Caleb  Scudder  Mayor. 

The  Mayor  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Edwards, 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  was 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Dunlap  presented,  an  ordinance  relative  to  telegraph 
poles  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  and  moved  that  it  be  referred. 
to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  which  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Maguire  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis:   We  the  undersigned, 
citizens  of  the  3d  Ward  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  respectfully 
represent  to  your  honorable  body,  that  whereas,  there  is  a 
board  kiln  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  our  residences,  which 
if  it  should  catch  fire  would  endanger  our  property;   We,  the 
undersigned  therefore,  pray  that  some  action  may  be  had  by  your 
body,  so  that  the  danger  may  be  removed. 

Febry  13.  1354  N.  Hay den 

W.W.  Weaver 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Maguire  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
judiciary  committee  with  instructions  to  report  an  ordinance 
relative  to  boardkilns  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Maguire  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  honorable  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
Your  petitioner,  Valentine  Butch,  respectfully  shows, 
that  he  is  one  of  the  owners,  and  the  lessor  of  Washington  Hall, 
in  Indianapolis,  that  in  1853,  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 
passed  an  order  granting  him  a  license  for  exhibitions  in  said 
Hall  upon  paying  twenty five  dollars  per  month  for  the  same. 

Ke  further  states  that  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1354, 
he  made  a  contract  with  F.L.  Robinson,  Manager  of  Robinson's 
Atheneum  by  which  he  agreed  to  furnish  said  Robinson  a  license 
and  to  lease  him  said  Hall  for  two  months  at  the  rate  of  Sixty 
dollars  per  week,  and,  also,  to  furnish  him  with  fuel,  gass  and 
hands  to  keep  the  Hall  in  order,  without  any  additional  com- 
pensation.  In  making  said  contract  with  said  Robinson  he  re- 
lied upon  the  continuance  of  said  order,  and  unless  the  Council 
restore  the  same,  he  will  under  his  said  contract  incur  a  heavy 
loss. 

Therefore  he  prays  the  Council  to  restore  and  reenact  the 
order  upon  which  he  relied  when  he  made  said  contract  with 
said  Robinson.  V  Butsch 
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Mr.  Wilson  moved  that  license  be  granted  to  the  Washington 
Hall  from  the  16th  day  of  February  to  the  16th  day  of  March, 
1854. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  &  that  the  license  of 
the  Marsh  Troupe  be  extended  to  the  16th  day  of  March,  1854 
without  extra  compensation,  they  having  alreardy  paid  $50. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Motion  as  amended  prevailed. 

Mr  Newcomb  presented  the  following  resolution,  embodying 
the  suggestion  of  the  city  attorney  relative  to  the  matter. 

Resolved,  That  the  fine  lately  assessed  ©gainst  Ephraim 
Croas  for  obstructing  an  alley  in  Harris  addition  shall  be  re- 
mitted so  soon  as  said  Croas  open  said  alley:   Provided,  The 
same  is  opened  by  the  first  day  of  April  next;   And  whenever, 
the  Mayor  is  satisfied  that  said  alley  has  been  permanently 
opened  in  good  faith,  he  is  directed  to  enter  satisfaction  of 
said  fine  on  his  docket. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Dur- 
ham, Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strick- 
land &  Wingate  -  13. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Trustees  of  the  Common  Schools  be 
authorized  to  have  all  the  city  school  lots  immediately  enclosed 
by  good  and  suitable  fences,  and  also  a  partition  fence  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  male  and  female  scholars  - 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Dur- 
ham, Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strick- 
land, &  Wingate  -  13. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  judiciary  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  an  ordinance 
regulating  the  running  of  Omnibuses  in  the  city  and  for  the 
preservation  of  good  order  in  the  streets  adjoining  the 
Union  Depot 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 

Durham,  Edwards  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts, 

Strickland  &  Wingate.   13  - 
Noes  -  None. 

Mr  Delzell  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
have  coarse  river  gravel  walks  made  in  front  of  the  different 
city  school  houses  in  the  city. 
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Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Dur- 
ham, Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strick- 
land, &  Wingate.  13. 

Noes:  -  None. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned  property  holders  on  the  north  side  of 
Washington  Street,  immediately  west  of  the  "Bates '  House" 
would  respectfully  state  to  your  honorable  body" that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  gutter  in  front  of  the  "Bates  House"  on  Wash- 
ington Street,  having  been  filled  up  with  dirt  and  rubbish 
taken  from  that  building,  prevents  the  water  from  freely  run- 
ing  off  into  the  sewer  on  Illinois  Street,  which  has  created  a 
stagnant  pond  of  water  in  front  of  our  stores,  injurious  to 
health  and  business,  we  would  respectfully  petition  your 
honorable  body  to  immediately  instruct  the  street  Commissioner 
to  have  the  gutter  cleaned  out  so  as  the  water  can  pass  off 
and  the  pond  filled  up  in  front  of  our  Stores. 
Respectfully  submitted  by 

Weaver  &  Williams 

Thomas  Buist 

Jas.  C.  Yohn 

Fierson  &  Cottrell 

Jno  S.  Eckert. 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  but  before 
action, 

Mr  Maguire  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
streets  and  alleys,  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
have  Washington  street  scraped,  and  the  gutter  cleansed  out 
between  Delaware  and  Tennessee  streets,  and  between  New  Jersey 
and  East  Streets  and  between  Mississippi  street  and  the  canal, 
and  to  remove  the  rubbish  from  the  street. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham. 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  & 
Wingate  -  13 

Noes:  None. 

Mr.  Carlisle  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
make  the  crossings  on  Washington  street  on  the  West  part  of 
this  city,  according  to  former  order  immediately. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Dur- 
ham, Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  & 
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Strickland  -  12. 
Noes.  None. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  required  to 
cause  the  obstructions  to  be  removed  from  the  ditches  on  both 
sloes  of  Illinois  street  from  Market  to  Washington  Street. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strickland  - 
12. 

Noes:  -  None. 

Mr.  Newcomb  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  make 
out  a  plat  of  Water  street  as  lately  surveyed  by  him  giving 
by  proper  land-sharks  its  location,  and  that  he  file  the 
same  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Dur- 
ham, Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strick- 
land. -  12 

Noes:  None. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  the  petition,  praying  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  sidewalk  within  certain  limits  on  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  between  certain  streets  named,  be  returned  to  the 
petitioners. 

Which  Motion  prevailed  - 

Mr  Maguire  moved  that  the  remonstrance  received  at  last 
Meeting  relative  to  Small  pox  be  taken  from  the  table. 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  that  the  remonstrance  be  referred  to  a 

select  committee 

The  Ayes  &  Noes  being  demanded  resulted  as  follows 
Ayes:  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Durham,  Karns,  Maguire, 

Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Strickland  -  8 

Noes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards  &  Pitts.  -  4 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Maguire,  Dunlap  &  Durham 
said  committee. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned 

Daniel  B  Cuiley 
ii 

City  Clerk  - 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
February  20.  1854 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards.  Karns ,  Maguire,  Nelson.  Newcomb  & 
Pitts,  Councilmen. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meetings  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  City  Clerk  presented  the  following  report: 
May  1st  1853.   Indebtedness  G-eneral  Fund  $95.30 

Febry   1854.   Orders  issued  to  date,  &  interest     14,732.51 
Am't  interest  pd.  by  Treasurer.  81.57 

~fT4 ,  909  .  48 
Receipts:   as  per  Treasurers  Monthly  report.       8,073.07 

6,836.41 
Street  scrip  outstanding  1,703.11 

Feby  1854  Orders  Outstanding  55,133.30 

Amount  of  taxes  assessed  on  Duplicate  22,449.59 

"    M   collections  to  February  1st 
1854  6,450.00 

Amount  uncollected  en  Duplicate.      $15,999.59 

Febry  1st  1854  Town  Clock  receipts      1027.18 
Orders  issued    1000.00 
Tr.  Per  Centage    18.64  1018.64       8.54 

The  city  is  also  liable  for  the  following  amounts  specified. 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  House  and  Lot  for 

Invincible  Fire  Company  $1,000.00 

To  Levi  Comegys  for  contract  for  bridge  across 

Pogue's  Run  on  East  street.  275.00 

To  Carey  H.  Boatright  for  bridge  across  canal 

on  North  street  350.00 

Bal  due  Gr.D.  Phifer  on  cisterns  141.00 

Bal  due  M.  Shea,  st.  improvement  97.57 

Appropriation  to  Fire  Companies  1475.00 

Also,  the  following  in  undefined  amounts: 

Six  cisterns  located  but  not  contracted  for. 
Cistern  at  Madison  Depot  contract  ordered  but  not  made. 
Am't  of  Meridian  street  improvement  now  in  dispute. 
Due  locomotive  &  Volksblatt  for  publishing  ordinances. 
Due  for  improvement  of  Market,  Ohio,  &  New  Jersey  streets 
not  completed. 

Bal  due  L.D.  Wilson  on  Pennsylvania  street. 
And  sundry  small  jobs  ordered  to  be  done  by  Street  Com- 
missioner for  which  bills  have  not  been  presented. 

School  Fund. 

May  1st  1853.   Amt  in  Treasury  for  which  no  orders  were 


194 


issued  at  that  time  §   135.35 

Receipts:   From  State  2006.61 

Delinquents  of  1852  181  30 

H.P.  Coburn  from  Dist.  Treas.  110.99 

Jas.  Sulgrove     "     "   5.W.  38.38 

Duplicate  of  1853  2985.00 

$5457.63 
Amount  of  orders  drawn:  5839.42 

£381.79 


it     ii 

I!        II 


Am't  of  tax  assessed  on  Duplicate   10,572.87 
collected.  2,985.00 

»   uncollected.  $7,587.87 

Respectfully  submitted 

Daniel  3.  Culley,  City  Clk 

42.  Allowed,  Richard  Berry,  Labor  3.50 

43.  "     Hiram  Lewis,  Labor  11.25 
A.  Haugh  &  Co's  Bill  for  repairs  to  a  plow  $1.05,  was, 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb,  laid  on  the  table. 
A.  Haugh' s  &  Co!s  Bill  for  repairs  of  Hook  &  Ladder 
wagon,  and  ladder  was,  on  rrotlon  referred  to  committee 
on  accounts. 

44.  Allowed,  J.  &  J.  Brads haw  for  two  brooms  &  candles  -  $4.55 

45.  Hannaman  &  Dugan,  Invincible  Fire  Co.        1.60 
E  H.  Wrights  &  Co's  bill  for  9.10  for  articles  furnished 
Invincible  Fire  Company  was,  on  Motion,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  accounts. 

Philip  Ennis  bill  for  repairing  well  at  Market  House 
amounting  to  $7.00  was  on  Motion,  directed  to  be  handed  the 
Street  Commissioner  for  explanation. 
S.F.  68.  Allowed  M.  Smock  &  W.G.  Wright,  the  sum  of 

46.  Allowed  H.F.  West  &  Co  Bill  Sundries 

47.  M    Chas.  Richmond,  Invincible  Fire  Co.  Exp  - 

48.  "    A.B.  Colville,  Standard  Bsl.  44  &  freight  75_ 

.  |  123.75 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the 
following  report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
of  the  Council  inquiring  at  what  period  of  the  year  at  which 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  value  of  the  property  in 
said  city  should  be  assessed  for  taxation,  respectfully  report: 

That  each  tax  payer  should  be  assessed  with  the  amount 
of  personal  property  belonging  to  him  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  that  real  estate  should  be  assessed  in  the  name  of 
the  person  owning  it  at  the  time  of  the  assessment,  and  though 
the  Statute  is  not  very  clear  on  the  point,  the  undersigned  are 
of  opinion  that  real  estate  should  be  assessed  at  the  value 
on  the  1st  day  of  January.  H.C.  Newcomb,  Chm. 

On  Motion  the  said  report  was  concurred . in. 
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Mr.  Newcomb  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  reported 
the  following  ordinance: 

1  An  ordinance  relative  to  Telegraph  poles  within  the  city 

2  of  Indianapolis: 

•3     Section  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis, 

4  That  hereafter  no  Telegraph  poles  shall  be  erected  in  any 
of  the  streets  or 

5  alleys  in  this  city  except  such  as  may  be  neatly  hewed  or 
planed,  and  painted, 

6  and  either  of  a  square  or  octagonal  form.   The  same  to  be 
done  to  the  satis- 

7  faction  of  the  Civil  Engineer. 

8  Sec.  2.   Any  person  who  shall  erect  in  the  places  afore- 
said any 

9  Telegraph  poles  other  than  such  as  are  above  provided  for, 
and  any 

10  person  who  shall  procure  the  same  to  be  done,  shall  be 
fined  in  the 

11  sum  of  three  dollars  for  each  pole  so  erected. 

12  Sec  3.   This  ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its 

13  passage. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  three  where  it 
occurs  in  the  11th  line,  carried. 

Mr.  Pitts  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  word 
"twenty"  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  the  vote  filling  the  blank  be  re- 
considered, which  motion  prevailed. 

Several  suggested  "ten"  as  the  amount  to  fill  said  blank. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  fifteen  (15), 
which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  question  being  "shall  the  blank  be  filled  with  ten" 
resulted  in  the  affirmative. 

The  vote  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  resulted 
as  follows: 

Ayes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards  -  Karns ,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Pitts.  - 
11. 

Noes:  -  None. 
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Mr  Newcomb  from  the  Judiciary  committee  presented  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
of  the  Council  relative  to  Omnibus,  etc.,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration  and  report  the  following  ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  Omnibuses  and  other 
vehicles  kept  for  hire,  and  to  preserve  peace  and  good  order 
at  railroad  stations. 

Section  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,  That  every  owner  of  one  or  more  omnibuses, 
Hackney  coaches,  drays,  carts,  wagons,  and  all  other  vehicles 
kept  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  freight,  or  other 
articles  to  or  from  points  within  this  city  for  hire  or  pay, 
before  the  same  are  used,  shall  present  to  the  Mayor  a  state- 
ment in  writing  designating  his  or  her  name  and  residence  and 
the  kind  of  vehicle  intended  to  be  used. 

Sec.  2.   That  upon  the  receipt  of  such  statement  the 
Mayor  shall  register  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  and  keep  such  statement  on  file,  and  designate  the 
number  to  be  affixed  to  such  vehicle,  proceeding  from  number 
one,  and  shall  issue  a  certificate  thereof  to  such  owner,  and 
also,  a  license  authorizing  such  person  to  use  such  vehicle 
for  the  purpose  named  in  such  statement  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  upon  the  payment  of  the  sura  herein  required  for  such 
license. 

Section  3.   The  following  sums  shall  be  paid  yearly  for 
such  license,  towit:  for  each  omnibus,  ten  dollars,  for  each 
Haukney  Coach  five  dollars,  for  each  two  horse  carriage  or 
wagon  other  than  hackney  coaches  five  dollars,  and  for  every 
one  horse  carriage,  wagon,  or  dray,  three  dollars. 

Section  4.   Each  transfer  of  such  vehicle  and  each  change 
of  residence  of  the  owner,  within  two  days  thereafter,  shall 
be  notified  in  writing  to  the  Mayor  who  shall  register  the  same 
in  a  book  named  in  Section  two,  and  keep  said  notice  on  file 
and  issue  a  certificate  thereof,  to  the  owner,  and  in  case  of 
a  transfer  the  pruchaser  of  such  vehicle  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  such  license  during  the  residue  of  the  time 
for  which  it  was  issued. 

Section  5.   The  owners  of  every  vehicle  embraced  in  this 
ordinance  shall  forthwith  cause  the  number  designated  by  the 
^-ayor  to  be  affixed,  and  preserved  in  plain  and  prominent 
figures  on  a  conspicuous  part  of  such  vehicle. 

Section  6.  And  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and 
good  order  at  the  several  railroad  stations  for  passengers  in 
this  city  it  is  further  ordained,  that  the  officer  exercising 
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the  power  of  a  police  officer  at  the  Union  Depot  under  the 
appointment  or  sanction  of  the  Common  Council,  or,  in  the 
absence  of  the  City  Marshal  or  his  deputy,  shall  have  and  he 
is  hereby  invested  with  authority  to  prescribe  the  place  where 
each  omnibus  or  other  carriage,  engaged  in  carrying  passengers 
to  or  from  said  Depot,  shall  be  located,  while  remaining 
thereat;   to  keep  the  Streets  bordering  thereon  open 
sufficiently  for  the  passage  of  persons  and  carriages;  and  the 
driver  of  every  such  omnibus  or  other  carriage  shall  conform  to 
the  directions  of  such  officer  in  the  particulars  aforesaid; 
and  the  powers  herein  conferred  upon  said  officer  are  conferred 
upon  the  Superintendent  of  each  railroad  passenger  station 
in  this  city,  at  which  no  police  officer  of  the  city  is  present. 

Section  7.   Any  person  who  shall  violate  any  regulation 
herein  ordained,  or  who  shall  carry  on  the  business  for  which 
a  license  is  above  required,  without  first  procuring  such 
license  shall  be  fined  in  any  sura  not  less  than  five  dollars 
nor  more  than  thirty  (30)  dollars. 

Section  8.   It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  at  any 
railroad  station  for  passenger  in  this  city,  at  a  time  when 
passengers  are  arriving  and  departing  therefrom  to  use  to- 
ward any  other  person  or  persons,  any  angry,  abusive  or 
threatening  language,  or  to  utter  in  the  hearing  of  any  other 
persons  any  lewd  or  filthy  words  or  discourse,  And  any  person 
offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  Section  shall  on 
conviction  thereof  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars. 

Section  9.   It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  en- 
gaged in  Transporting  passengers  for  hire  within  this  city 
in  any  vehicle  embraced  in  this  ordinance,  to  demand  or 
receive  as  compensation  therefor  more  than  twenty  five  cents 
for  each  passenger  to  any  part  of  the  city;  and  any  person 
offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  on 
conviction  thereof  be  fined  tenfold  the  amount  of  the  excess 
so  demanded  or  received,  and  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  Judg- 
ment that  the  license  for  such  vehicle  shall  be  forfeited 

Section  10.   The  City  Marshal  and  all  other  officers 
of  the  city  police  shall  arrest  with  or  without  process  and 
bring  before  the  Mayor  all  persons  who,  in  their  presence, 
shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance. 

Section  11.   This  ordinance  shall  be  inforce  from  and 
after  its  publication. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  the  ordinance  lay  on  the  table 
until  next  meeting,  for  futher  consideration. 

The  following  report  was  presented  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee: 

The  committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Wm  Sullivan,  Esqr.  as  agent  for  M.A.  Dougherty  asking  that  the 
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assessment  be  reduced  on  thirty  acres  of  the  donation  lands 
on  the  Eastern  part  of  Out  Lot  No.  99,  which  is  appraised  at 
$5400.,  have  given  consideration  to  the  subject,  and  respect- 
fully report  that  in  their  opinion  said  assessment  ought  not 
to  be  reduced  the  present  appraisement  being  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  per  acre,  they  deem  it,  to 
say  the  least,  low  enough  for  any  of  the  donation  lands,  east 
of  White  River.  D.H.  Strickland 

On  Motion,  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  claims,  reported,  back 
the  following  bills; 

49.  Thomas  Buchanan  Relief  Fire  Company  3.00 

50.  Craighead  &  Browning    do.  18.09 

51.  J.  K  Sharpe  &  Co.       do  13.38 

52.  A  G-raydon  &   Son         Gas  -  3.65 

53.  Thomas  Buchananan    Marion  Fire  Co.  13.00 

54.  Jos.  W.  Little       Invincible  Fire  Co.  (Wood)    3  75 

H.  R.  Gaston's  bill  for  $43.  for  Sundry  items  against 
Relief  Fire  Company  was  on  Motion,  laid  on  the  table 
further  information  being  considered  necessary. 

55.  A.  G-raydon  &  Son's  acc't  against  the  Relief  Fire  Com- 
pany for  $9.27/100,  was  read,  when, 

Mr  Newcomb  moved  that  it  be  allowed  saved,  the  items  pro- 
cured on  the  28th  day  of  January  1854.   Which  Motion  did 
not  prevail. 

On  Motion  the  account  was  allowed. 

The  account  of  the  Relief  Fire  Company  asking  an  allowance 
of  $21.25  as  the  amount  due  them  for  Messengers  services  was, 
on  Motion,  not  allowed. 

R. L.  McQuats  Bill  against  Western  Liberties  Fire  Company 
for  $1.85  for  articles  furnished  Jany  28,  was,  on  Motion,  not 
allowed. 

Drum  &  Andersons  account  for  60  Bush.  Coal  furnished  Western 
Liberties  Fire  Company.  Jany  23  &  27,  was  on  Motion,  not  allow- 
ed. 

56. Craighead  &  Browning's  bill  against  the  Western  Liberties 
Fire  Co.  for  Sundries  furnished,  was,  on  Motion  not  allowed, 
save  $1  20/100  which  was  allowed. 

A  H  Louden' s  bill  for  $24.2S|  for  work  done  during  the 
Months  of  January,  February,  March,  April  of  1852,  was,  al- 
lowed by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Delzell,  Durham, 


. 
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Edwards,  Karns ,  Maguire  &  Nelson  -  8 

Noes:  Messrs  Dunlap,  Newcomb,  &  Pitts.  -  3. 

Mr.  Maguire  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  presented 
the  following  report: 

The  undersigned,  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  James  C.  Yohn  and  others,  in  regard  to  the  case  of 
Small  Pox  in  the  Old  Council  Chamber,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  now  report  as  follows: 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th  day  of  January  the  Council  was 
convened  by  the  Mayor,  for  the  purpose  of  making  provision  for 
a  case  of  Small  Pox,  reported  to  be  in  our  city.   After  being 
assembled,  the  members  of  the  Council  were  informed  that  an 
individual  infected  with  the  Small  Pox,  had  been  brought  into 
the  city  the  night  previously,  and  had  been  during  the  day- 
traveling  about  the  Street  endangering  the  lives  and  health 
of  our  citizens,  having  been  refused  admittance  into  all  the 
places  to  which  he  had  made  application,  and  that  the  best 
that  could  be  done  had  been  to  put  him  in  the  'bid  Council 
Chamber  in  the  Governors  Circle.   The  Council,  on  this  state- 
ment of  facts,  immediately  adopted  a  resolution,  as  the  records 
will  show,  directing  the  Marshal  to  procure,  if  possible,  a 
suitable  place  for  the  individual  having  the  infectious  dis- 
ease, and  to  have  him  confined  there,  nursed  and  provided  for 
at  the  expense  of  the  city.   This  was  all  that  could  be  done, 
and  it  was  done  promptly.   The  city  Marshal,  as  he  afterwards 
informed  the  Council,  made  every  possible  effort,  but  without 
success,  to  procure  a  room  more  remote  from  the  centre  of 
population.   He  found  one. or  two  places  deemed  suitable,  which 
might  have  been  rented  f or  o ther  purposes,  but  their  use  for 
the  occupancy  of  the  afflicted  individual  was  positively  re- 
fused.  The  city  officers  were,  therefore,  absolutely  shut  up 
to  the  necessity  of  permitting  him  to  remain  where  he  was,  or 
of  turning  him  into  the  streets  to  perish  with  cold  and  to 
spread  the  disease  all  over  the  city.   To  guard  all  persons 
from  coming  in  contact  with  the  disease,  a  flag  was  placed  at 
the  door  giving  warning  of  its  existence,  and  an  athletic  man 
not  liable  to  take  the  infection  was  hired  to  stay  with  the  sick 
man  day  and  night  to  take  care  of  him,  and  prevent  all  approach 
to  him  except  by  the  physician  who  had  charge  of  him. 

Such  is,  briefly,  a  history  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  case  of  small  pox  referred  to  in  the  petition.   The 
petitioners  and  all  others,  who,  without  being  aware  of  the 
facts,  have  found  fault  with  the  Council  on  account  of  the 
location  of  the  sick  man  in  the  Old  Council  Chamber,  need  not 
to  be  reminded  of  what  we  presume  they  already  know,  that  it  is 
always  much  easier  to  find  fault  with  what  is  done  than  to 
remedy  the  evil  complained  of.   The  Council  did  not  regard  the 
house  on  the  Circle  as  a  proper  place  for  a  pest  house,  nor 
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did  they  mean  to  convert  it  into  a  pest  house,  what  was  done 
was  wholly  unavoidable,  without  disregarding  the  claims  of 
humanity  and  manifesting  a  reckless  indifference  to  the  spread 
of  a  loathsome  disease;  and  we  are  happy  to  be  enabled  to  say 
that  we  believe  no  person  caught  the  disease  from  the  individual 
in  question  after  he  went  into  the  place  where  he  v/as  confined. 

It  may  be  proper  also  to  mention,  as  a  part  of  the  history 
of  this  case,  that  the  subject  of  the  disease  v/as  brought  here 
from  a  distant  neighborhood,  dropt  in  the  streets  on  one  of  the 
coldest  nights  in  January,  and  left  to  take  care  of  himself  as 
he  best  could.   The  blame  of  the  whole  matter  properly  rests 
v/ith  those  who,  regardless  alike  of  the  life  of  the  subject  of 
the  disease,  and  the  health  and  safety  of  our  citizens, 
clandestinely  and  under  cover  of  the  night  brought  hither  the 
individual  with  the  small  pox  developed  upon  him  and  left  him 
in  our  streets. 

The  committee  would  conclude  this  report  by  remarking, 
that,  while  it  is  a  source  of  regret  that  the  occurrence 
referred  to  by  the  petitioners  happened,  and  while  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  reception 
of  persons  laboring  under  the  influence  of  noxcius  diseases, 
they  are  well  satisfied  that  no  blame  can  justly  attach  to 
the  Council  for  their  action  in  reference  to  the  case  under 
consideration. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  Maguire) 
L.  Dunlap  )   Com. 
G-.  Durham  ) 

On  Motion, 

Said  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  Motion 

The  Council  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Wednesday  next. 

Daniel  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Feby  22d  1854 

The  Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb  &  Pitts, 
Councilmen  &  Scudder  Mayor. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 
The  report  of  the  Free  School  trustees  was  read,  and  ordered 
of  file. 

S.F  75.  Allowed  McCord  &  Wheatley,  Weatherboarding 

for  Seminary  $  4.95 

158.  Allowed  McCord  &  Wheatley,  lumber  to  fix 

cupola  for  Town  Clock  7.08 

159.  Allowed  E.C.  Croase  opening  ditch  on 
Mississippi  St.  5.50 

160.  Allowed  H  R  Gas ten  Relief  Fire  Company  43.00 

161.  "    R.  Ware  Messenger  Western  Lib- 
erties fire  Co.  10.00 

Mr.  Maguire  from  the  committee  on  finance  reported  an 
ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance  to  regulate  Board  Kilns." 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Karns,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pitts  presented  a  petition  signed  by  S.S.  Rooker  and 
others  asking  the  opening  of  the  forty  feet  Street  running 
from  the  Michigan  Road  west  to  the  Lafayette  road,  running 
between  Out  Block  No.  161,  and  Out  Block  No.  162  and  165  in 
the  North  West  corner  of  said  city,  as  the  convenience  of 
the  citizens  of  the  neighborhood  require  the  same. 

On  Motion  referred  to  the  Councilmen  of  the  4th  Ward.  To 

Mr.  Durham  offered  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Honorable,  The  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 

Indianapolis,  Gentlemen: 

At  a  meeting  of  our  company  held  on  Saturday  evening 

last  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Council  to  purchase 
for  our  use  the  lot  next  to  the  Stable  that  was  burned  down 
on  East  street  said  lot  is  twenty  five  feet  front  by  Sixty 
five  feet  deep,  and  can  be  purchased  for  the  sum  of  Five 
Hundred  Dollars,  and  our  President  be  appointed  a  committee 
to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Council."   In  accordance  with  the 
resolution  I  would  most  respectfully  draw  the  attention  of 
your  honorable  body  to  the  resolution  and  would  merely  add 
that  it  is  the  only  lot  that  can  be  purchased  on  any  thing  like 
reasonable  terms.   Hoping  that  you  will  give  it  your  earliest 
notice,  I  would  most 

Respectfully  subscribe  myself 

W   C.    Lap ton,    Jr. 

Pres't   Invincible  Fire   Co. 
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On  Motion, 

Referred  to  the  Councilmen  of  the  1st  Ward  to  ascertain 
relative  to  the  title,  and  also  as  to  the  terms  of  payment. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Cook,  butcher,  was  read,  and 
On  Motion,  by  Mr  Newcomb, 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  set  the  grade  stakes 
on  West  Streets,  from  North  Street  to  New  York  Street,  and 
establish  the  grade  of  New  York  Street,  West  of  West  Street, 
end  set  the  grade  stakes  for  the  same. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Pitts.  -  10. 

162.  On  Motion  ^oy   Mr  Pitts,  allowed,  L.D.  Wilson 

for  hogs  sold  8.37 

Said  account  was  certified  to  be  correct  by  the  Marshal. 

Mr  Durham  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  advertise  for  building 
a  cistern  at  the  crossing  of  Ohio  &  East  Streets" 

Mr  Carlisle,  moved  that  it  lay  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  Nelson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  cistern  in  the  third 
Ward.   Carried,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  to  amend  by  adding  one  cistern  in  the 
Fourth  Ward.   Not  carried 

Mr  Karns,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  matter  on  the  table. 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

On  Motion  adjourned 

Daniel  B  Culley 
City  Clerk 
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Report  of  the  School  Trustees. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis;   Gentlemen: 

The  acompanying  documents,  numbered  from  one  to  seven, 
inclusive,  exhibit  the  operations  of  the  Common  Schools  in 
the  several  Wards  of  this  City,  during  the  quarter  ending  on 
the  11th  day  February,  1354.   The  report  marked  No.  8,  shows  the 
condition  and  operations  of  the  Central  High  School  of  Indian- 
apolis, for  the  same  period;  and  the  document  marked  No.  9 
exhibits  an  abstract  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Common 
Schools  interests  of  the  city. 

In  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  School  law, 
in  Indianapolis,  the  Trustees  have  often  been  embarrassed  in 
.the  discharge  of  their  duties  by  the  presence  of  difficulties 
which  almost  invariably  attend  an  impartial  and  effective 
administration  of  the  educational  affairs  of  a  new  and  rapidly 
growing  community.   These  difficulties  are  of  various  degrees 
of  importance.   To  harmonize  the  conflicting  opinions  that 
generally  prevail,  in  such  a  community,  on  the  subject  of 
common  school  education,  is  a  task  of  no  small  magnitude. 
The  temporary  inadequacy  of  necessary  funds  may  be  stated  as 
another  source  of  embarrassment.   The  purchase  and  enclosure 
of  lots,  and  the  building  and  furnishing  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  school  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children 
of  the  city,  are  the  duties  which  require,  in  their  performance, 
not  only  a  considerable  lapse  of  time,  but  they  require,  also, 
a  reasonable  expenditure  of  money,  the  duty  of  securing  the 
services  of  competent  and  efficient  teachers  in  the  public 
schools,  has  not  been  free  from  perplexities,  yet  the  under- 
signed believe  that  this  duty  has  been  fairly  and  successfully 
discharged. 

In  order  to  promote  harmony,  and  uniformity  in  the  course 
of  instruction,  the  school  books  recommended  by  the  Indiana 
State  Board  of  education  have  been  adopted  as  text  books  in  the 
common  schools  of  this  city. 

Being  fully  assured  of  the  necessity  and  expediency  of 
the  Measure,  and  relying  on  the  sanction  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  the  approval  of  the  citizens,  the  Trustees  have  established 
certain  rules  and  regulations  designed  to  secure  punctual ty  in 
the  attendance  of  scholars,  and  to  maintain  correct  morals  and 
strict  discipline  in  the  government  of  the  schools.  A  faith- 
ful support  of  these  rules,  by  parents,  guardians,  and  teachers, 
is  regarded  essential  to  the  usefulness  and  prosperity  of  the 
Common  Schools  of  Indianapolis. 

The  Central  High  School  has  been  established  for  the 
benefit  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  of  the  several  Ward 
schools;  and  such  pupils  may,  upon,  examination,  at  certain 
fixed  periods,  be  admitted  to  the  High  School;  in  which  in- 
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stitution  the  scholars  will  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  all 
the  branches  of  learning  usually  taught  in  Colleges. 

On  a  late  examination  of  the  Central  High  School  and  the 
several  Ward  schools,  the  Trustees  were  gratified  to  receive 
satisfactory  evidences  of  the  faithfulness  and  diligence  of 
the  teachers,  and  the  general  good  conduct  and  improvement  of 
the  pupils. 

In  four  of  the  Ward  Schools  more  room  is  urgently  required 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  classes;  and  the  undersigned 
indulged  a  hope  that  they  will  soon  have  means  at  their  dis- 
posal to  supply  this  pressing  demand. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  P.  Coburn    ) 


Indianapolis,  Feby  22,  1354. 


C.  Fletcher,  Sr. )Trustees. 
John  B.  Webb    ) 
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Report  of  the  Central  High  School. 

Whole  No.  enrolled,  84;   Whole  No.  of  Males  44.   Whole  No. 
of  females  40,  Males  "between  5  and  15  years  24,  Males  betveen 
13  &  21.  years  20,  Females  between  five  and  thirteen  27,  and 
betv/een  thirteen  &  twenty  one  years  15,  Average  daily  attend- 
ance 74. 

Reading  37,  Penmanship  34,  Spelling  &  Defining  84,  Analytical- 
orthography  84,  Descriptive  Geography  43,  Intellictual  arithme- 
tic 84,  Practical  Arithmetic  62,  Highir  Arithmetic  22, 
English  Grammar  64,  Analytical  Grammar  20,  Elocution  47, 
Chemistry  84,  Composition  84,  Declamation  44. 

Books  used:  Parker's  Series,  Eclectic  Spelling  book,  Wright's 
Orthography,  Stoddard  and  Thompson  Arithmetic,  Mitchells 
Geography,  Butler6  Grammar,  Penned' s  Analytical  Grammar,  and 
Selman's  Chemistry. 

Respectfully  Submitted  - 
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Stated  Meeting 

Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  March  6,  1854. 

Council  Met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts  &  Strickland,  Councilmen,  and  Caleb  Scudder,  Mayor. 

Minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer's  report  read,  and  referred  to  the  Mayor 
for  examination 

The  following  communication  was  read: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
In  company  with  the  Street  Commissioner  I  have  visited  all  the 
public*  cisterns  and  find  in  them  a  sufficient  supply  of  water. 

Joseph  Little,  C.  F.  Warden. 

The  bridge  at  the  Union  Depot  is  in  good  passable  order 

Wm  Hughey  St.  Com. 

The  account  of  Adam  G-old  &  G-.  W.  Quisendorf  for  repairs  of 
Western  Liberties  Fire  Company's  engine,  May  13th  1851  &  June 
20th  1852,  for  $10  -  was 

On  Motion  "oy   Mr.  Newcomb 

Ordered,  to  be  returned  to  said  company  with  instructions 
to  procure  the  proper  approvals. 

Mr.  Newcomb  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported 
back  the  petitions,  praying  the  erection  of  gas  posts  on 
Alabama  street,  with  the  suggestion,  that  owing  to  a  proviso, 
on  the  part  of  P.K.  Jamison,  the  petitions  do  not  contain  the 
amount  of  oroperty  required  to  authorize  their  erection. 

Mr.  Karns  moved  that  the  petitions  be  returned  to  the 
petitioners;  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  committee  on  accounts  reported  the 
following  accounts  as  correct  and  recommend  their  allowance: 

Adam  Haugh,  Repairs  to  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  $3.50 

Robert  A  Taylor,  17  loads  Screened  gravel  @  25         4.25 
Philip  Ennis   To  cleaning  out  well  at  West  Market 

House  7.00 

H  J  Horn,   2  Bed  Comforts  $5.00.  Red  flannel  .20c< 

for  Pilbean,  Calico  for  Shirts  a/c  7.23 

Victor  Shaw,   21  loads  Sand  2.10 

The  accounts  were  allowed. 
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Mr.  Bradshaw  from  the  same  committee  reported  back  the  bill 
of  E  H  Wright  &  Co.  for  $9.10  for  Invincible  Fire  Company, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  not  allowed. 
The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  an  estimate  of  a  bridge  over 
Pogues '  Run  on  Market  Street  amounting  to  $95.00 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Delzell,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  advertise  for  bids. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  bids  for  the  building  of 
a  cistern;  which  were  read,  when, 

On  Motion  by  Dr  Dunlop 

The  work  was  awarded  to  Wm  Woods  for  53  cents  per  barrel. 

The  following  communication  was  read  from  the  Civil  Engineer: 
This  certifies  that  Carey  K.  Boatright  has  finished  the 
bridge  over  the  Central  Canal,  on  North  street  agreeable  to 
plan  and  specification,  and  to  my  satisfaction. 

The  excavation  of  the  bluffs  at  the  Canal,  on  North  Street, 
done  by  Mr.  Boatright,  by  order  of  the  Council,  measures  339 
cubic  yards,  which  the  undersigned  estimates  at  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  twenty  five  cents,  -  being  at  the  rate  of  eight  and 
one  third  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

James  Wood  Civil  Engineer. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Pitts, 

Allowed,  C.H.  Boatright  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  for  building  the  bridge  as  mentioned  and  the  sum  of 
twenty  eight  dollars  and  seventy  five  cents  for  excavation  of 
bluffs. 

Mr  Durham  from  a  select  committee  reported  that  the  lot, 
which  the  Invincible  Fire  Company  requested  the  Council  to 
purchase,  could  not  be  orocured  as  the  owner  had  declined 
selling. 

Mr  Pitts  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  reported 
verbally,  that  he  had  conversed  with  the  owners  of  property 
through  which  the  forty  feet  street,  prayed  for  by  S.S.  Rooker 
and  others  would  run,  and  "that  there  would  be  no  trouble 
about  it,"  and  recommended  that  the  petition  be  granted. 

Concurred  in. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
grub  up  any  and  all  stumps  in  said  street  as  soon  as  opened, 


Which  motion  did  not  prevail, 
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Mr  Karns  from  a  select  committee,  reported  verbally  that 
Mr.  Moffitt  informed  him  that  the  Town  Clock  would  be  in 
striking  order  by  1st  of  April. 

The  following  petition  was  presented  by  Mr  Karns; 

To  the  Honorable,  The  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned  ctiizens  of  Indianapolis,  respectfully 
petition  your  honorable  body  to  enact  by  ordinance  that  when- 
ever, land  already  within  the  limits  of  the  city  or  outlots  so 
called,  shall  be  laid  out  into  town  lots,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  made,  additions  to  said  city,  the  streets  and  alleys  in 
all  such  additions  shall  be  laid  out  and  made  to  correspond 
with  the  contiguous  which  are  already  established. 

Signed  A.D.  Cuddington  and 
about  sixty  six  others. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  judiciary 
committee;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  petition  was  received  from  Jno.  H.  Bradley: 
To  the  President  and  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
Indianapolis: 

Gentlemen:   I  desire  to  arrange  with  you,  as  the  represent- 
atives of  the  city,  to  change  the  boundary  lines  between  your 
lot  and  mine  both  lying  in  the  point  of  land,  between  New  York 
Street  and  the  Avenue  east  of  my  dwelling.   The  present  sub- 
division is  inconvenient,  unprofitable,  and  in  every  respect 
disadvantageous  and  injurious  to  us  both.   You  have  a  long  strip 
only  39  feet  wide.   I  have  a  narrow  end  to  my  lot  on  the  east. 
The  plat  on  the  opposite  page  represents  both  lots  accurately. 
I  propose  to  straighten  the  middle  line,  somewhat  as  represented 
by  the  dotted  line  on  the  plat,  and  then  our  lands  will  all  lay 
together  and  in  compact  shape.   To  decide  where  this  line  shall 
be  let  some  disinterested  person  examine  and  decide  I  will  agree 
to  Thomas  M.  Smith,  or  Edmund  Browning,  or  James  H.  McKernon, 
or  indeed  almost  any  other  person,  only  let  the  change  evidently 
so  proper  to  be  made,  and  let  us  exchange  the  lands. 

Very  Respectfully  John  H  Bradley. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Maguire, 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  finance. 

Mr  Nelson  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

Your  petition,  Chas.  Garner  respectfully  shews  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  first  of  March,  1854  the  Marion  Fire  Engine, 
while  passing  over  the  sidewalk  in  frort  of  his  building  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Indianapolis,  broke  one  of  the  glass  bull's  eyes, 
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which  is  of  the  value  of  four  dollars.  He  therefore  prays  the 
Council  to  allow  him  that  sum. 

Mr  Bradshaw  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  finance; 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  Newcomb  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table; 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  petition  of  F.  Hyde  &  William  Dagner  asking  the  question 
whether  the  ordinance  defining  certain  boundaries  within  the 
limits  of  which  frame  buildings  are  forbidden  to  be  erected,  em- 
brace what  is  known  as  the  "Kingsberry  property,"  was,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Maguire  referred  to  the  judiciary  committee. 

A  communication  from  Henry  Kuhlman  and  others  relative  to 
certain  ponds  of  water  in  Bluff  road,  was,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Newcomb  referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer  with  instructions  to 
report  the  expense  of  abating  the  same  to  the  next  meeting. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Delzell,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  of  taxes  illegally  assessed 
against  Wm  E.  Feathers ton,  by  charging  him  with  the  value  of 
certain  goods  assessed  before  to  John  F.  Hill,  be  remitted. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Durham, 

The  resolution  directing  the  Civil  Engineer  to  advertise 
for  the  building  of  two  cisterns,  one  to  be  located  at  the 
crossing  of  Ohio  and  East  Streets,  and  one  in  the  third  ward, 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

And  the  question  being  shall  the  resolution  be  adopted?  it 
was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strickland.  12 

Noes:  None. 
Mr.  Karns  moved  that  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  make 
an  estimate  for  a  stone  wall  between  the  bridge  across  Pogues 
Run  on  Alabama  street  and  Virginia  Avenue; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitts  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
procure  the  filling  up  of  the  embankment  at  the  North  street 
bridge  over  Central  Canal. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb,  the  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordi- 
nance for  the  regulation  of  Omnibus  and  other  vehicles  kept 
for  hire,  and  to  preserve  peace  and  good  order  at  railroad 
stations,"  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  adopted  by 
tne  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs  Bradsnaw,  Dunlap,  Durnam,  Edwards,  Karns, 
McCarty,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomo,  Pitts  &   Strickland  -  li 

Noes:  Mr.  Delzell. 
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Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  tne  Council  permit  Mr  Young erman 
^o  take  dirt   from  Louisiana  Street,  under  direction  of  the 
Civil  Engineer:  Provided  The  Lawrenceburg  Cincimati  &  Indian- 
apolis have  no  objection;  whicn  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  that  Michael  Shea  be  allowed  be  allowed  the 

sum  of  $95.57  in  full  for  labor  performed  on  the  North  sidewalk 
on  Washington  Street,  west  of  canal. 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  allow  him  the  amount 
of  the  Engineers  estimate  less  the  amount  already  paid  him. 

As  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  engineer's  estimate,  and  the  estimate  not  "being  at  hand. 

Mr  Newcomb  moved  that  the  whole  matter  lay  upon  the  table. 
Which  Motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  McCarty,  Nelson  &  Newcomb  -  9. 

Noes:  Messrs.  Maguire,  Pitts  &  Strickland  -  3. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Newcomb  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  advertise  for  the  re- 
letting of  Market  Street. 

The  following  communication  was  presented,  and  read: 
"To  the  Counselmen  of  Indianapolis  this  to  let  you  noe 
that  you  had  better  make  some  a  Rangement  for  my  Benfit  on 
Good  terms  and  save  Cost  and  Money  if  you  like  as  I  take  this 
methode  of  Doing  Bissness         j,  Donovan-. 

On  Motion 

Laid  on  the  table 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Durham,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  give  grade  stake  for 
sidewalk  on  New  Jersey  street  in  front  of  Mr.  Seiberts  property, 

On  Motion 
Adjourned, 

D.  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk. 
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"Stated  Meeting" 

Common  Council  Chamber) 
March  20 ,  1854        ) . 

Council  Met.   Present.  Messrs.  Bradshaw  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts  & 
Strickland.  -  Councilmen,  &  Caleb  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  meetings  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Street  Commissioner  reported  the  following  pay  roll* 


80  John  Walsh      labor  8.12 

108 

Jo cab  Sprow,  Sr. 

3.75 

1  11.  O'Brien        ' 

'    6.87 

9 

A.  Harmony. 

3.45 

2  Patrick  Donavan 

'   8.12 

10 

John  Harmon 

19.06 

3  To mo thy  Shea      ■ 

'   8.12 

1 

Wesley  Huey 

8.12 

4  John  Ryan 

1   8.12 

2 

Wm  Christ 

8.43 

5  David  Leary       ' 

'    8.12 

3 

H.  Lewis 

22.67 

6  Wra  Rafert         ' 

•   11.25 

4 

Joseph  Bentley  Tearr 

ing  29.37 

7  Fred.  Cuck        • 

'   12.18 

5 

Hubbard  Adams     " 

13.75 

8  M.  Maugon         ' 

'    6.87 

6 

Michael  Conner 

11.25 

9  Frederick  Speiman 

6.87 

7 

H.  Stump 

10.00 

90  M.  Delay 

6.87 

8 

Jno.  O'Conner 

11.25 

1  M.  Currin 

6.87 

9 

Harrison  Waugh 

11.25 

2  Richard  Weeks 

9.62 

20 

Anthony  Fennderson 

9.37 

3  Frederick  Bushman 

12.19 

1 

Wm  H.  Carle 

14.37 

4  Isaac  Bogan 

2.50 

2 

Robert  Kufton 

5.00 

5  Jacob  Sprow,  Jr 

5.00 

3 

Morris  Patterson 

2.50 

6  Daniel  Keller 

2.50 

4 

Owen  Sullivan 

9.37 

7  Wm  Pealer 

7.50 

5 

F.  Sherrer 

3.75 

8  H.  Readman 

7.50 

6 

Benj .  Shank 

1.25 

9  Francis  Kelley 

3.43 

7 

G-eorge  Caylor 

6.87 

00  Aaron  Crot 

2.18 

8 

Benj  Johnson 

5.62 

1  Christ  Hackstone 

6.25 

9 

C.  Claffy 

5.00 

2  John  Beaman 

7.50 

30 

W.  C-.  Wright 

12.50 

3  A.  Richter 

6.25 

1 

Peter  Fiker 

6.87 

4  R.  0  'Connel 

8.12 

2 

Thomas  Day 

4.37 

5  G-.  Belcer 

2.18 

3 

R.  Oneal 

4.37 

6  H.  G-emmer 

4.68 
4.68 

4 

R.  Neighbors 

6.87 

7  P.  Sullivan 

§358.67 

The  amount  was  allowed, 


135.  Allowed,  Thos  Day,  for  filling  ends  of  bridge  on 

North  St.  on  Canal. 
136    "      W  S.  Hubbard,  for  rent  of  Relief  Hall. 
The  bill  of  Davis  &  Little   for  "balances"  acct. 

The  Mayor  made  a  statement  relative  to  the  fire  at  Marion 
Fire  Companies  Hall. 


5.04 
20.00 
75.50 
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Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  be  and  they  are  here- 
by directed  to  cause  the  house  on  the  Circle,  known  as  the 
Marion  Fire  Engine  house  to  be  repaired  as  soon  as  possible. " 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes :  Mes  srs . Dunlap , Delzell , Durham, Edwards , Karns , Maguire , Mc 

Carty, Nelson, Pitts  &  Strickland  -  10. 

Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw  and  Newcomb.  2. 

Mr  Edwards  from  a  select  committee  presented  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  A. Cox 
and  others  for  abating  a  nuisance  caused  by  the  backwater  of 
the  Central  Canal  at  the  Test  end  of  Maryland  Street,  respect- 
fully report  that  they  have  examined  the  same,  and  think  that 
the  Council  can  take  no  action  in  the  premises,  until  the 
property  holders  on  said  street  shall  petition  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  same.      N.Edwards) 

L. Dunlap  (   Com. 
W.H.Karns) 
On  motion,  Concurred  in. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  Indianapolis,  humbly  pray  that 
your  honors  will  open  Tennessee  street,  through  the  property 
of  Mr. James  Blake,  so  as  to  intersect  the  street,  called  by 
that  name  in  DrakeAs  addition,  which  is  outside  of  the  Dona- 
tion proper,  as  it  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  citizens 
living  inside  of  the  corporation,  as  well  as  those  outside  of 
the  Donation,  and  in  said  addition,  and  in  duty  bound  your  pe- 
titioners will  ever  pray. 

Jesse  R.  Willis,  Stephen  Cantwell,  Albert  Jones,  John  Stro- 
bel,  James  Meskill,  Mecojah  Phillips,  George  Eheman,  Edmond 
Cantwell,  Anderson  Locklayer,  John  Kreantzer,  John  L.  McCor- 
mick,  Milton  Russell,  James  Alreck,  Frederck  Topp,  Jesse  Yong, 
Isaac  Mes sick  Wllkison  Touk,  Oyn  Darby,  Henry  Fout,  Thomas 
Darnell,  Thomas  Redgepath,  John  F.Snyder,  Cabin  F.Darnell, 
Peterson  Powel,  John  Hickey,  Lev/is  Dranell,  Dennis  Meskill, 
J0hn  Flaherty,  Martin  B.  Ward. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Nelson  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Mr.  Pitts  presented  the  following  petition: 

We  the  undersigned  propertyholders  on  both  sides  of  Vermont 
Street  and  between  Mississippi  Street  and  the  canal,  would  pe- 
tition your  honorable  body  to  allow  us  the  right  to  grade  so 
much  of  said  street  as  above  named  and  gravel  the  sidewalk  on 
each  side  of  said  street  between  the  points  above 
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named,  the  gravel  to  be  good  screened  celler  gravel,  and  further 

ask  that  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  set  grade  stakes 
and  advertise  and  let  the  same. 

G-eorge  W.  Pitts,  on  North  side  190     feet 

Do.        «  South   h  us       «i 

J.B.  Clark        "  South   «  118       " 

Cornelius  King    n      "     "  118       » 

Do  "  North   «  167  6/12   " 

On  Motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  acvertise  said 
work  immediately. 

The  Mayor  reported  the  Treasurers  report  as  correct. 

The  following  proposition  relative  to  lease  of  property  for 
Invincible  Fire  Company  was  read: 

"  I  propose  to  lease  to  Invincible  Fire  Company,  No.  2, 
of  this  place  25  ft  of  ground  on  New  Jersey  st.  bet.  Market 
and  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  building  an  engine  house, 
for  the  sum  of  two  and  one  half  dollars  ($24)  per  foot.   Said 
lots  to  run  back  in  depth  67§  feet  and  the  term  of  the  lease 
to  for  twenty  years  from  date.     David  Sibord. 

Mr.  Sibord  verbally  agreed  tc  purchase  said  house  at  the 
expiration  of  said  twenty  years  at  its  appraised  value,  or  sell 
said  lot  at  the  expiration  of  said  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Durham  moved  that  the  proposition  be  accepted, 
Which  Motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr.  Newcomb  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 
"Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Fire  Department  be 
directed  to  purchase  a  lot  or  part  of  a  lot  in  an  eligible 
position  in  the  first  ward,  to  build  an  engine  house  for  the 
Invincible  Fire  Company,  and  make  report  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  -  10. 

Noes:  Messrs  Bradshaw  &  Durham,  2. 

The  following  petition  was  read. 

"The  uncersigned  pray  you  to  direct  the  Civil  Engineer  to 
give  grade  stakes  for  alley  named  Seneca,  in  Square  No.  66,  as 
far  as  it  extends  along  D  Craighead's  property. 

D.  Craighead 
James  Van  Blaricum. 

On  Motion 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  give  grade  stakes  for 
said  improvement. 

The  following  petition  was  presented: 

"Your  petition,  Reason  M.  French,  respectfully  requests 
and  prays  that  your  honorable  body  will  proceed  and  order  that 
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your  petitioner  may  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  occupying 
a  certain  portion  of  Meridian  Street  immediately  west  of  the 
bridge  on  said  street  over  Pogues *  Run,  and  east  of  the  South 
East  corner  of  the  Union  Passenger  Depot  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  a  fruit  stand  and  a  refreshment  table,  wherefore 
if  your  honorable  body  should  grant  the  prayer  of  your  petition 
to  place  three  or  four  posts  in  the  bed  of  said  creek,  and  to 
lay  a  floor  upon  the  same  on  a  level  with  the  grade  of  said 
street,  so  as  not  to  obstruct  the  free  passage  of  the  water  of 
said  creek,  all  of  which  he  prays  your  honorable  body  may  be 
pleased  to  grant  to  your  humble  petitioner,   R.  M.  Foster 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Karns , 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Streets  and  alleys. 

Mr  Duralap  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
"Resolved,  That  G-eorge  W.  Mears  &  Robert  Duncan  be  per- 
mitted to  grade  the  sidewalk  in  Square  No.  15,  any  time  within 
two  years;  and  be  allowed  for  grading  the  same  and  removing 
the  trees  the  same  price,  that  is  allowed  contractor  for  like 
services. " 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb 

Laid  on  the  table  -  See  page  -  83 

Mr.  Karns  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  three  members  of 
the  Council,  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  examine  into  the  cause  of  the  late  fire  in  the  Old  Council 
Chamber,  and  whether  any  of  the  fire  companies,  or  any  members 
thereof  failed  to  use  the  proper  means  to  extinguish  said  fire 
at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote:      '  * 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire, 
McCarty,  Newcomb  &  Pitts.   8 

Noes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Nelson  &  Strickland  -  4 

Messrs  Karns,  Bradshaw,  &  Edwards,  were  appointed  said 
committee, 

Mr.  Delzell  moved  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
procure  the  lot  ordered  for  Invincible  Fire  Company. 

Which  Motion  prevailed 

Messrs  Newcomb,  Durham  &  Delzell  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee - 

Mr  Pitts  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  procure  a 
new  suction  hose  for  the  Western  Liberties  Fire  Company. 
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On  Motion  by  Mr  Bradshaw. 

Referred  to  committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Pitts  presented  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Crawfordsville  and  Indianapolis 
Plank  Road  Company  have  the  right  to  grade  and  gravel  or  grade 
or  plank  all  that  part  of  the  Lafayette  State  road  lying  within 
the  city  limits:  Provided,  they  do  the  same  according  to  the 
city  profile  and  make  good  side  gutters  along  the  outer  edge  of 
the  Sidewalk  on  said  street  so  as  to  convey  the  water  from  the 
block  known  as  the  Hospital  Block  on  said  street  and  empty  the 
same  into  Fall  creek." 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  Motion,  Mr  McCarty  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Messrs.  McCord  &  Coraegys,  through  Mr.  Karns,  made  a  tender 
of  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  ($215)  as  the  Second 
payment  on  a  lot  which  they  alledge  to  have  purchased  by  con- 
tract, from  the  city. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  estimate  for  building  a 
stone  wall  on  South  Side  of  Pogues  Run  from  Alabama  Street 
bridge  and  Virginia  Avenue  bridge,  amounting  to      $132.75 

Also,  an  estimate  for  building  a  stone  wall  beneath  the 
Alabama  Street  bridge,  amounting  to. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  moved  that  the  Civil  Engineer  advertise  for 
bids  for  said  improvement,  which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Durham  moved  that  the  end  of  said  bridge  be  protected 
by  planks. 

Which  motion  did  prevail. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  bids  for  building  cisterns  as 
per  specification,  and  bids  for  erection  of  bridge  over  Pogues 
Run  on  Market  Street 

On  Motion,  by  Mr.  Delzell,  Wm  Wood  was  awarded  the  buidling 
of  cistern  at  50  cents  pr.  Brl. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Delzell,  Owen  Callings  was  awarded  the 
erection  of  said  bridge  at  $110. 

On  Motion  by  Delzell,  Anthony  Lowman  was  awarded  the  con- 
tract for  grading  &  graveling  Market  Street  per  Specification, 
for  grading  25  cents,  for  graveling  65  cents. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reoorted  the  exoense  of  filling  the 
valley  in  Bluff  road  at  $130.46  - 
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On  Motion  by  Mr.  Delzell 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  so  much  of  an  ordinance  entitled  an 
ordinance  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  city  and  their 
duties,"  approved  Augt  23,  1353,  as  relates  to  the  duties 
and  fees  of  the  sealer  of  the  weights  and  measures  "be  and 
they  are  hereby  suspended  until  next  meeting". 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland  -  11 

The  following  communication  f rom • the  Civil  Engineer  was 
presented: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  lays  before  the  City  Council, 
a  plat  of  Water  Street,  and  begs  leave  to  state,  that  he  staked 
off  said  street  at  the  several  points  mentioned  in  his  report 
of  16th  of  January  lest. 

The  undersigned,  also,  lays  before  the  Council,  a  profile 
of  New  York  Street  between  West  Street  and  Blake  Street,  which 
upon  examination  and  approval,  the  Council  will  please  adopt 

;h  the  grade  of  said  street. 

James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb 

The  plat  of  Water  Street  was  ordered  to 'be  filed  in  the 
Clerks  office 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Newcomb, 

The  plat  of  New  York  Street  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned. 

D.  B.  Culley 
City  Clerk 
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-  Stated  Meeting  - 

Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis,  April  3d  1354. 

Council  met.  Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Delzell,  Durham,  Karns ,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland, 
Councilmen,  &  Caleb  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer  made  Monthly  report,  referred  to  the  Mayor 
and  Clerk  for  examination. 

The  following  report  was  read: 

"To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned  have  this  day  visited  the  public  cisterns 
in  the  city,  and  find  them  in  good  order,  and  well  supplied 
with  water. 

Joseph  Little,  Chief  Fire  Warden. 

'Villi am  Hughey,  Street  Commissioner 

To  the  City  Council: 

Having  heard  frequent  reports  (Since  the  late  fire  ad- 
joining P.  Sponables  in  regard  to  the  cistern  near  Mr.  Lynch' s 
School  room,  I  would  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

The  aforesaid  cistern  up  to  the  time  the  old  Council 
Chamber  was  on  fire  was  in  good  order,  after, that  occurrence, 
I  then  had  the  same  refilled.   After  the  fire  adjoining  Mr. 
Sponables,  I  went  with  Mr.  William  Wood,  and  found  two  feet 
of  water  in  the  cistern. 

Mr.  Wood  went  down  into  the  cistern,  and  found  two  breaks 
in  the  plastering  within  four  feet  of  the  top  of  the  cistern 
which  caused  the  leak.   The  plastering  was  repaired  and  the 
cistern  filled  with  water  and  is  now  in  good  order. 

Wra  Hughey,  St.  Com. 

The  Civil  Engineer  made  the  following  report: 

The  undersigned  repectfully  reports  to  the  Common  Council 
that  Mr.  Owen  Cullings  has  declined  taking  the  contract  for 
building  the  bridge  over  Pogues  Run,  on  Market  Street,  upon  the 
terms  prescribed  by  your  honorable  body  at  your  last  Meeting, 
but  stated  that  he  would  build  the  bridge  for  the  sum  of  "One 
Hundred  and  Ten  Dollars  cash"  or  one  hundred  &  twenty  five 
dollars  in  city  orders,  as  specified  in  his  proposal. 

The  Council  will  please  direct  what  is  to  be  done  in  this 
matter. 
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On  Motion,  by  Mr.  Karns,  the  Engineer  was  ordered,  to  con- 
tract for  said  bridge  at  the  $110  cash. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  asks  the  advice  of  the  Council 
in  regard  to  6.rawing  contracts  for  Street  and  sidewalk  im- 
provements, as  he  feels  considerable  uncertainty  as  to  what 
the  law  is  on  the  subject,  whether  it  be  the  Common  Council, 
or  the  propertyholders, . or  both,  that  should  subscribe  such 
contract  as  the  contracting  party  of  the  second  part. 
It  appears  to  the  undersigned,  that  the  charter  does  not  define 
this  important  particular,  or  is  not  explicit  on  the  subject, 
the  Council  will  therefore  please  instruct  him  in  the  matter, 
or  pass  an  order  for  the  City  Attorney  to  draw  up  a  legal  form 
of  contract  for  present  and  future  use 

Jas  Wood,  Civil  Engineer 
Indianapolis,  Apl  3d  1854. 

On  Motion,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  estimate,  specification  & 
bid  for  improvement  of  Vermont  Street,  between  Mississippi 
street  and  the  canal. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Pitts, 

The  whole  matter  was  laid  on  the  table  - 

Mr  Maguire  brought  forward  the  ordinance  granting  the  use 
of  Maryland  street,  from  Donation  line  to  Union  Railroad  track, 
to  the  Central  Indiana  Railway  Company  with  certain  requirements, 
among  others  the  building  of  a  bridge  across' Ea.st  Street,  which 
requirements  have  not  been  complied  with  as  far  as  said  bridge 
is  concerned. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Bradshaw, 

The  subject  matter  was  postponed  until  the  bridge  ordered 
heretofore  by  the  Council  shall  be  completed. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented: 

141.  Karns  &  Pratt,  to  putting  up  dials  etc  for  Town  Clock  3S.00 
140.  Murphy  &  Field  "   painting  dials  for  town  clock  etc.   36.50 

N.  McCarty,  amt  pd  for  redemption  of  lot  No.  2.  in 
Square  No.  37.  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis  sold  by 
the  State  officers  for  failure  to  pay  taxes  18.70 

142.  Levi  Comegys   To  hauling  four  Sticks  of  timber 

24  ft  1.  for  city  4.00 

143.  Ketchum  &  Merrill,  Lantern  for  Relief  fire  Company  11.00 

144.  Wesley  Hu^hey  Labor  6.25 
139.  Richard  Week    »  11.37 

145.  J  M  Kemper     lumber  5.94 

132:76 
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146.  John  Dunlop  Jr.   Rent  of  Council  Chamber  to 

1st  April.  45.00 

138.  A.  Sold  &  Guysendorf  Rep.  W.L.F.  Engine  10.00 

147.  Indianapolis  Coal  Co.   50  Bus.  Coal  6.00 

148.  Robert  Johnson,   Removing  nuisance  4.70 
All  of  which  were  allowed. 

137.  Mr  Bradshaw,  Chairman  of  the  committee  on  accounts  re- 
ported back  the  account  of  Davis  &  Little,  for  $75. cO  for 
standard  weights,  etc.,  and  recommended  its  payment. 

The  Council,  on  Motion,  concurred  in  the  report,  &  the 
accounts  was  allowed. 

Mr  Delzell  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  and  alleys  made 
the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Streets  and  alleys  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Mr.  trench,  relative  to  the  occupancy  of 
Meridian  Street,  reports  as  follows,  they  are  unwilling  to 
grant  the  privilege  of  occupying  the  streets  or  alleys  of  the 
city  by  any  person,  conceiving  that  they  have  no  legal  right 
so  to  do  they,  therefore,  report  against  the  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject 

Saral  Delzell,  Chn 

On  Motion, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  concurred  in,  and  the 
committee  discharged. 

Mr.  Carlisle,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department 
made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  the  fire  department  to  whom  was  the 
resolution  directing  the  City  Clerk  to  procure  suction  hose 
for  the  Invincible  Fire  Company,  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  into  the  whole  matter,  and  herewith  return  said 
resolution,  and  ask  that  it  be  ao.opted. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee      D.  Carlisle,  Chn 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  procure  a 
suction  hose  for  the  Western  Liberties  Fire  Engine. 
The  resolution  was  adopted  by   the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  10 

Noes:  None. 

Mr.  Karns  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent  that  their 
petition  last  year  for  filling  hole  made  by  your  order,  and 
grading  Vermont  street,  between  Pennsylvania  and  Meridian 
street,  was  not  carried  into  effect,  though  ordered  by  your 
Board,  as  they  understood. 
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We  would  respectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  Immediate 
attention  to  this  rule,  being  an  obstruction  to  the  street,  and 
dangerous,  and  besides  a  nuisance  in  warm  weather  from  standing 
water.   We,  then  expressed,  and  now  repeat  it,  that  we  will  pay 
the  proportions  falling  to  us  of  the  expense,  according  to 
rules  of  street  grading. 

James  W.  Yandes 

Isaiah  Mansur 

Jeremy  Mansur. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Karns,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertise 
for  bids  for  the  improvement  of  Vermont  street,  between  Pennsyl- 
vania &  Meridian  Streets. 

The  following  petition  was  presented  and  read: 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned  would  respectfully  petition  your  honorable 
body  the  street  laid  out  in  a  circular  form  beginning  at  or  near 
the  intersection  of  Meridian  Street  with  Louisiana  street,  and 
running  from  thence  in  a  curved  line  in  the  direction  of  the 
Madison  Depot  through  Block  No.  97.   This  street  was  originally 
laid  out  with  a  view  of  having  convenient  access  to  said  Depot 
from  the  Steam  Mill  of  the  proprietors  of  the  ground.   Since 
then  a  right  of  way  for  a  railroad  track  has  been  obtained  along 
said  street  and  the  track  constructed,  and  a  number  of  other 
tracks  have  been  constructed  into  the  Union  Depot,  upon  which 
locomotives  are  necessarily  standing  during  a  large  portion  of 
the  day,  blocking  up  the  North  end  of  said  street,  and  render- 
ing it  entirely  useless  for  ordinary  use. 

The  undersigned  would  also  respectfully  a.sk  that  the  alleys 
in  said  Block  No.  97  be  vacated,  as  they  were  laid  out  by  the 
proprietors  before  the  construction  of  the  Union  track,  which 
track  has  been  so  located  as  to  render  one  of  them  unsuitable. 
There  has  been  also  permanent  improvements  made  rendering  the 
use  of  the  two  others  impossible.   These  alleys  have  never  been 
thrown  open  to  the  public  use,  and  the  desire  now  is  to  have 
them  vacated,  so  as  to  make  others  suitable  to  the  permanent 
improvement  now  made  on  said  Block. 

The  undersigned  is  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of 
A.W.  Morris  to  which  estate  said  Block  belongs. 

T.  A.  Morris 
April  od  1854 

The  undersigned  would  also  respectfully  ask  permission  to 
arch,  with  brick,  over  the  private  alley  running  North  and 
South  through  Block  No.  87,  at  its  entrance  into  Louisiana 
Street.   The  arch  to  be  high  enough  to  allow  the  use  of  the 
alleys  by  wagons,  etc. ,  the  object  in  arching  this  alley  is  to 
connect  the  upper  stories  of  the  American  House  with  a  new 
building  on  the  West.   This  alley  has  been  opened  about  eight 
Months,  M.  Morris. 

April  3rd  1854 


222 


Cn  Motion  by  Mr  Dunlap 

The  following  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  with  instructions  to  draft  an  ordinance  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr  Nelson  presented  the  following  petition: 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

We,  the  undersigned  property  holders  petition  your  honor- 
able body,  to  order  the  gutter  in  square  No.  54,  North  side  of 
Washington  street  to  oe  graded  and  bouloered  at  the  expense  of 
the  property  holders. 

J.  P.  Michael  -  16  feet:   Charles  Mayer  35-£  feet:   Philip 
Woemer,  16  feet:   V.  Butsch,  18  feet:   M.  Reck,  16  feet. 
B.  Pottage  23§  feet  Weaver  &  Williams,  18§  feet;   Pierson  & 
Cottrell  18^  feet  H.  3ates  110  feet:   Thomas  Buist  18|  feet  - 
total  292-|  feet. 

On  Motion, 

Referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer. 

Mr  Nelson  presented  the  following  petition: 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

We,  the  undersigned  property  holders  petition  your  honor- 
able body  to  order  such  sidewalks  as  are  not  graded  and  paved 
in  square  No.  54,  North  side  of  Washington  Street  to  be  graded 
and  paved  at  the  expense  of  the  property  holders. 
Charles  Mayer,  35%   feet:   Fierson  &  Cottrell,  184  feet;   Weaver 
&  Williams  ia|  feet;   Philip  Woemer.  16  feet;   M.  Rech  16  feet: 
John  Butsch  18  feet;   B.  Pottage  23-g-  feet;   Thomas  Buist  18-| 
J. P.  Michael  13  feet.   H  Bates  110  feet  -  292^  feet  Total 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer. 

Mr  Dunlap  presented  the  following  petition: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council: 

The  undersigned  managers  and  proprietors  of  the  Uncle 
Tom's  Opera  Troupe  would  respectfully  petition  your  honorable 
body  for  the  following  purpose,  viz:   That,  whereas  he  wishes 
to  exhibit  a  series  of  pleys  both  of  a  tragic  &  comic  character, 
in  the  Washington  Hall  of  your  city  for  the  space  of  six  or 
eight  nights  beginning  on  Thursday  evening,  Apl  6;  and,  whereas, 
the  peices  played  by  said  troupe,  are  of  a  strictly  moral 
character,  and  of  a  high  order  of  theatrical  merit,  therefore, 
we  respectfully  pray  your  honorable  body  to  permit  us  to  ex- 
hibit before  your  citizens  at  the  lowest  rate  of  license  you 
shall  judge  proper  &  reasonable. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray 

Moffitt  &  Rogers 
Managers  &  Proprietor 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlop  it  was 

Ordered,  That  license  be  granted  to  Moffitt  &  Rogers  for 
a  Theatrical  performance  at  the  rate  of  $5  per  night. 
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Mr  Maguire  presented  the  application  of  Mr.  Foultz  for  the 
privilege  of  erecting  a  frame  building  on  his  lot  just  West 
of  the  State  House. 

After  some  discussion, 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Maguire, 

The  ordinance  relative  to  frame  buildings  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  with  instruction  to  report 
what  amendment,  if  any,  is  necessary,  in  their  opinion  to  perfect 
the  said  ordinance. 

Mr.  Delzell  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  reported 
adverse  to  the  purchase  of  any  lot,  and  recommended  the  leasing 
of  Sibord  property  for  the  use  of  the  Invincible  Fire  Company 
No.  2, 

On  Motion  Dy   Mr. 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of 
procuring  a  lot  on  which  to  erect  an  engine  house  for  Invincible 
Fire  Company  No.  2,  were  authorized  to  procure  a  lease  for 
ground  of  Sibold  at  the  rate  of  rent  per  year  as  proposed,  and, 
also,  with  the  express  stipulation  that  said  Sibold  will  at  the 
expiration  of  twenty  years  pay  for  any  and  all  improvements 
made  on  said  lot  at  their  appraised  value,  or  sell  the  lot  at 
its  appraised  value 

On  Motion,  Mr.  Delzell  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Attorney  be  and 'he  is  hereby 
directed  to  institute  a  suit  against  Levi  Coraegys  and  Joseph 
McCord,  for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  lot  No.  4,  in 
the  subdivision  of  lots  numbered  1,  2,  &  3.  in  square  57,  in 
the  city  of  Indianapolis,  as  subdivided  by  John  Siter  agent 
for  Liber,  Price  &  Co.  at  the  ensuing  term  of  the  Marion  Cir- 
cuit court. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,' Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns . 
Maguire,  Neison)  pitts,  &  Strickland  -  9. 

Mr  Pitts  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
"Resolved  that  the  Judiciary  Com.  be  instructed  to  draw 
up  an  ordinance:   Repealing  part  of  an  ordinance  entitled  an 
ordinance  for  the  Regulation  of  Omnibuses  wagons   vehiccles 
&c.   So  much  of  said  ordinance  to  Be  Repealed  as  Refers  to 
wagons,  Carts  &c.  and  to  Remain  in  force:  against  Omnibuses 
hecney  Coaches  Drays  Bagge  Wagons,  &c." 

Mr  Maguire  present  the  following  resolution  as  a  substitute 
for  the  foregoing.   Mr.  Pitts  accented  it. 

"Resolved,   That  the  judiciary  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  proprity  of  repealing  or  modifying  the 
Ordinance  in  relation  to  licensing  Omnibuses,  Drays,  Wagons, 
Carts,  &c.  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council." 
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Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  3radshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  -  10 

Noes:  None. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  the  Civil  Engineer's  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  improvement  of  Bluffroad  "hole"  be  taken  from  the  table. 

Lch  Motion  prevailed. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Dunlap  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertise 
for  bids  for  said  improvement. 

' On  Motion  by  Mr.  Durham  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  furnish 
estimates  of  the  labor  performed  by  Mr  Huntington  on  Ohio 
Street,  &  on  New.  jersey  Street  sidewalk,  between  Ohio  &  New 
York  streets. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Nelson, 

The  resolution  suspending  the  ordinance  relative  to 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  was  extended  till  next  meeting. 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption: 
"Resolved,  That   the  Marshall  be  required  to  immediately 
notify  the  Lafayette  Railroad  Company  to  grade  North  street 
between  all  their  tracks  that  cross  North  street,  and  plank 
between  the  rails  of  their  several  tracks." 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Karns, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Strickland  &   Wingate.  10 
Noes:  None. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Pitts  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Lafayette  Railroad  Comoany's  track  is  higher  at 
the  crossing  of  Market  street  than' the  ordinance  allows,  which 
permits  said  Company  to  lay  their  track  in  said  city. 

The  subject  of  the  Meridian  street  improvement  was  d.iscussed, 
but  nothing  done. 

Mr  Ks.rns  presented  a  petition  of  L.  D.  Wilson  praying  the 
Council  to  order  the  collection  of  a  sum  of  money"  due  him, 
upon  Engineers  estimate,  of  labor  performed  on  East  sidewalk 
of  Pennsylvania  street,  between  Washington  street,  and  Michigan 
street,  by  property  holders. 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  Judiciary  Committee. 
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Mr.  Carlisle  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

I  have  done  fifty  dollars  worth  of  work  on  Market  Street 
for,  Carroll,  on  his  contract,  which  I  have  not  been  paid  for 
and  no  prospect  of  getting  it  unless  your  honorable  body  should 
direct  it  to  be  paid  out  of  the  estimate  given  him  by  the  En- 
gineer, as  there  is  plenty  left  on  the  estimate  to  pay  it. 


Anthony  Lowman 


On  Motion  by  Mr  Nelson 
Laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Maguire  moved  that  a  select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
present  an  account  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Blind  Asylum  of  the 
sum  assessed  against  them  for  Improving  Meridian  Street: 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

Messrs.  Maguire  &  Karns  were  appointed  said  committee. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned 

Attest: 

D.  B  Culley 
City  Clerk 


'■ 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
April  17th,  1354.  - 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  3radshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwrads,  Ka.rns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  & 
Strickland,  Councilmen,  &  C.  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  account  of  L.B.  Wilson  for  hauling  2?  loads  of  loam  at 
35  cents  per  load  to  the  West  Market  House,  amounting  to   $9.45 
was  not  allowed,  after  some  little  discussion. 

The  following  accounts  were  received,  and  allowed. 

152.  Hiram  Lewis,     Labor  of  hauling  $13.75 

153.  Robert  Talkington   "    "    »  5.00 

162.  Patrick  Sullivan   "  8.75 

163.  James  Buchanan  Hall  rent  of  Invincible  Fire  Co.      2.00 

164.  Joseph  Langbein  Rent  of  Engine  House  to  18  day 

of  March,  1854.  18.00 

Mr.  Maguire  from  the  judiciary  committee  presented  the 
following  report: 

The  judiciairy  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  L.D.  Wilson,  praying  the  Council  to  order  the  collection  of 
money  due  him  on  Engineers  estimate  for  labor  performed  by   him 
on  East  sidewalk  of  Pennsylvania  Street  between  Michigan  and 
Washington  streets,  report  that  it  appears  that  on  the  7th  day 
of  March,  1353,  the  Common  Council  adopted  an  order  directing 
the  Commissioners  of  streets  to  notify  the  property  holders  on 
the  east  side  of  Pennsylvania  street,  between  Michigan  &  Wash- 
ington streets  to  grade  and  gravel  or  pave  their  sidewalks  with- 
in ten  days  and  that  the  City  Engineer  set  the  stakes  therefor 
immediately;  and  if  not  graded  and  graveled  or  paved  at  the 
expiration  of  ten  days  to  advertise  for  bids  for  said  improve- 
ment to  be  graveled.   Proposals  were  afterwards  received  for 
the  work  and  the  contract  was  awarded  to  Lorenzo  D.  Wilson,  to 
whom  an  estimate  was  made  on  the  30th  day  of  January  1854  by 
the  Civil  Engineer  for  the  whole  of  the  work  done  by  him 
amounting  to  $86.95  of  which  all  seems  to  have  been  paid  except 
$18.30. 

The  work  appears  to  have  been  done  under  the  authority 
granted  by  the  8th  Section  of-  the  Old  Act  of  Incorporation. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Attorney  take  the 
facts  and  the  law  of  the  case  into  consideration,  and  if  he 
shall  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  claims  can  be  collected,  he 
be  requested  to  proceed  to  the  collection  of  the  same. 

On  Motion, 

Concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Dunlap  from  the  judiciary  committee  made  the  following 
report: 

The  judiciary  committee  report  the  following  ordinance 
according  to  instructions: 

An  ordinance  to  vacate  certain  alleys  &  street  therein 
named. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis,  That 
all  alleys  heretofore  laid  out  in  Block  No.  ninety  seven  (97) 
by  Austin  W.  Morris,  be  and  are  hereby  declared  vacated;  also, 
a  street  which  was  laid  out  "ay   the  aforesaid  Morris  beginning 
at  or  near  the  intersection  of  Meridian  Street  with  Louisiana 
street  and  running  from  thence  in  a  curved  line  in  the  direction 
of  the  Madison  Depot  through  said  Block  No.  ninety  seven  (97)' 
be  declared  vacated. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  ordinance  read  a 
first,  second  and  third  time,  and  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Brsdshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards 
Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strickland  -  11. 

Noes:  None. 

Mr.  Newcomb  presented  the  following  communication: 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis:   G-entlemen: 
The  enclosed  proposition  from  Wm  S.  Hubbard,  Esqr.  to  the 
Independent  Relief  Fire  Company  No.  1,  was  received  at  our  last 
regular  meeting  March  25th,  and  accepted  'o;/   the  company  provided 
it  meets  the  approbation  of  the  Common  Council. 

Very  Respectfully 

Brynn  K.  Elliott   Secy  of 
the  Independent  Releif  Fire  Co  No.  1. 
Indianapolis  April  10,  1854. 

To  the  Relief  Fire  Company  No.  1:   I  hereby  offer  to  lease 
the  building  you  now  occupy  to  your  Company  for  their  use,  for 
a  period  of  two  years  from  15th  December  next  at  an  annual  rent 
of  two  Hundred  Dollars:  Provided,  the  adjoining  buildings  are 
not  consumed  by  fire  during  that  period  thereby  making  it  impor- 
tant to  me  to  obtain  possession  of  the  premises  for  the  puroose 
of  building  thereon. 

Respectfully 

Wm  T.  Hubbard. 

On  Motion,  Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

$55   Mr.  Durham  presented  a  lease  signed  by  David  Sibold  for  22 
feet  of  lot  No.  6'.  in  Square  No.  60  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis 
bounded  as  follows:   commencing  20  feet  from  south  west  corner 
of  said  lot  and  running  north  22  feet  on  New  Jersey  street 
thence  East  67,^  feet,  thence  South  22  feet,  thence  West  67-1  feet. 
to  the  place  of  beginning.   Said  lease  to  extend  for  twenty 
years  from  17th  day  of  April,  A.D.  1354. 
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On  Motion  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  lease  be  recorded  in  Recorders 
office  of  Marion  County  after  the  Signature  of  D.  Sibold  wife 
be  obtained. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Durham,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  procure  plan  and  specifi- 
cations of  Engine  House  for  Invincible  fire  Company  No.  2. 

Mr.  Edwards  from  a  select  committee  on  that  subject  presented 
following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  investigation  of 
the  alleged  misconduct  of  the  firemen  of  the  city,  and  especially 
of  the  Marion  Fire  Company  on  the  occasion  of  the  burning  of 
the  Engine  House  of  that  Company,  report  that  they  have  had  that 
matter  under  consideration  and  ascertained  that  the  facts  are 
substantially  as  follows:   The  Marion  Company  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  alarm  was  raised,  put  their  apparatus  into  service, 
and  for  a  short  time  worked  well  and  effectively,  but  then 
"stopted"  and  put  up  their  engine,  and  when  desired  to  work  by 
the  fire  Engineer  some  of  the  members  refused,  others  consented 
reluctantly,   while  others  again  worked  well,  and  expressed  a 
decided  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  their  fellow  members 
in  refusing  to  assist.   The  Invincible  company  although  late  in 
getting  into  service,  worked  well  and  so  far  as  your  committee 
could  ascertain  manifested  no  disposition  to  avoid  their  duty. 
The  Relief  Company  was  on  the  ground  with  their  apparatus 
ready  for  service,  but  owing  to  the  distance  of  the  cistern  at 

ch  they  were  stationed  from  the  fire  and  the  extreme  difficul- 
ty of  forcing  a  stream  so  far  they  were  requested  by  the  En- 
gineer to  keep  their  force  in  reserve  until  required.   The 
Western  Company  did  not  reach  the  fire  at  all,  being  informed 
that  it  was  extinguished,  and  that  there  v/ould  be  no  need,  of 
their  service. 

Your  Committee  further  state  that  many  persons  members  of 
the  several  companies  upon  the  ground,  were  standing  about  the 
fire  during  the  whole  time  that  it  lasted  crying  for  the  build- 
ing to  burn,  that  it  was  out,  etc.,  and  making  sport  of  the 
efforts  made  by  the  other  firemen  and  the  Engineer  to  have  it 
extinguished,  and  that  many  citizens  encouraged  them  in  their 
conduct  by  clamoring  to  the  same  purpose,  and  refusing  when  re- 
quested to  assist  the  firemen, disposed  to  work,  in  their  efforts. 
After  the  building  had  oeen   sometime  burning  by  the  urgency  of 
the  Engineer,  the  Marion  Company  or  a  considerable  number  began 
again  to  work  effectively  on  the  fire  and  in  a  short  time  ex- 
tinguished it.   During  a  pert  of  the  time  that  the  Marion  failed 
to  work  the  Invincible  Company  v/as  playing  on  the  fire,  and  con- 
tinued for  some  minutes  after  the  Marion  recommenced,  and  until, 
at  the  request  of  the  officer  in  command  they  were  allowed  by 
the  Engineer  to  go  home.   These  two  were  the  only  ones  that 
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actually  went  into  service  on  the  occasion.   In  regard  to  the 
misconduct  of  the  Marion  company  in  refusing  for  a  considerable 
time  to  work,  upon  their  own  enginehouse,  it  has  "been  variously 
attributed  to  a  difficulty  between  the  Captain  and  the  Chief 
Engineer,  to  a  general  indisposition  of  its  members  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  the  house  on  account  of  its  recent  occupation 
as  a  pest  house,  and  to  the  conduct  of  citizens  of  respectability 
end  influence  who  are  reported  to  have  clamored  for  the  burning 
of  the  building  and  to  have  encouraged  the  delinquent  firemen  in 
their  misconduct.   The  committee  have  been  unable  to  ascertain 
satisfactorily  to  what  source  the  difficulty  can  be  traced,  but 
think  that  all  the  causes  spoken  of  aided  in  it,  there  appears 
to  have  been  a  misunderstanding  between  some  of  the  officers  in 
consequence  of  which  the  Marion  Engine  was  improperly  and 
illegally  ordered  out  of  service  by  her  Commander,  but  the  Com- 
mittee are  satisfied  that  this  alone  would  not  have  produced 
the  action  for  which  the  company  are  censured.   ?he  most  im- 
portant influence  was  the  feeling  against  the  house  in  conse- 
quence of  its  recent  use  as  a  hospital,  and  this  was  not  con- 
fined to  Marion  Company  alone,  nor  did  it  extend  to  all  that 
company.   Many  of  the  members  of  it  worked  well  and  constantly 
except  when  ordered  to  stop,  and  many  members  of  other  companies 
were  as  noisy  and  anxious  for  the  distruction  of  the  house  as 
any  of  the  Marion  men. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  much  of  the  bad  feeling 
is  owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  citizens.   ^t  could  not  but  be 
expected  that  unreflecting  careless  young  men  and  boys  should  be 
influenced  by  the  opinions  and  actions  of  the  crowd  about  them 
and  especially  if  the  crowd  be  composed  of  respectable  well- 
proven  citizens  under  all  the  circumstances  the  behavior  of  the 
citizens  is  equally  culpable  as  some  members  of  companies. 
The  entire  innocence  of  many  members  of  the  Marion,  who  never 
failed  or  refused  to  work,  nor  encouraged  the  action  of  their 
associates.   The  subsequent  good  conduct  of  the  company  on  the 
same  evening  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  and  the  impossibility 
at  the  time  of  ascertaining  with  any  certainty  the  guilty 
members  so  as  to  discriminate  between  them  and  those  members 
who  are  free  from  blame,  that  all  should  not  be  included  in 
the  same  censure.   The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Council 
take  no  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Win  K.  Karns    ) 

N.  Edwards    )  Com. 

W.  A.  Bradshaw) 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  entered  of 
record. 

Which  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Maguire  presented  the  following  rerort: 
Mr  President: 

The  select  committee  consisting  of  the  members  of  the 
second  and  third  wards,  to  whom  was  referred  sometime  ago  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  residing  on  East  side  of 
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Meridian  Street  and  North  of  North  Street,  asking  permission 
to  grade  that  part  of  Meridian  Street  according  to  their  own 
notion,  have  had  under  consideration  the  whole  subject  of  the 
difficulties  growing  out  of  the  attempt  to  grade  said  street, 
and  now  report  as  follows; 

It  appears  by  an  examination  of  the  record,  that  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1853  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  predecessors 
of  the  present  Council  praying  the  Council  to  order  the  Street 
and  sidewalk  on  Meridian  Street  between  Circle  Street  and  the 
Donation  line  to  be  graded  and  graveled..   The  petition  purported 
to  represent  5,121  feet  which  was  determined  by  the  old  Council 
to  be  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  feet  and  its  prayer  was 
granted,  and  the  Engineer  was  ordered,  to  set  the  grade  stakes, 
and  furnish  the  City  Clerk  with  an  estimate  of  the  Cost  of  the 
work.   Proposals  to  perform  the  work  having  been  advertised  for 
and  received,  the  contract  was,  on  the  11th  of  July  awarded  to 
Jeremiah  Shea. 

After  the  work  had  been  sometime  in  progress  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  grade  established  by  the  Civil  Engineer 
caused  a  deep  fill  on  the  northern  end  of  the  street,  which 
seems  to  have  been  unexpected  to  the   etitioners,  who  alleged 
that  the  improvement,  instead  of  being  advantageous  to  their 
property  was  in  fact  highly  injurious,  and  they,  therefore, 
petitioned  the  Council  to  authorize  a  new  survey  with  a  view 
to  the  reduction  of  the  grade.   The  petition  was  granted  and 
the  Engineer  was  directed  to  reduce  the  grade  as  much  as 
possible  compatible  with  the  proper  drainage  of  the  city.   The 
Engineer  accordingly  made  a  resurvey  of  the  ground  and  reported 
that  the  grade  would  be  reduced  seven  inches  and  that  the 
Council  promptly  authorized  this  to  be  done.   This,  however, 
proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  citizens  concerned,  who, 
tnerefore,  held  a  meeting,  and  adopted  the  proceedings  above 
alluded  to  which  were  referred  to  your  Committee. 

The  purport  of  the  petition  is  that  the  citizens  interested 
be  permitted  to  grade  the  street  as  they  tnink  proper,  without 
regard  to  the  grade   established  by  the  Civil  Engineer.   Whilst 
we  had  every  disposition  to  accommodate  the  petitioners  and  re- 
lieve them  of  what  they  regarded  as  a  burden,  and  whilst  we  were 
anxious  to  arrange  matters  so  that  the  contractor  might  receive 
the  amount  of  his  estimates  for  work  done  we  were  fearful  of  the 
consequences  of  establishing  the  precedent  of  permitting  any 
portion  of  the  citizens  to  set  aside  the  grade  established  by 
the  city  authorities,  and  grade  to  suit  themselves.   The  com- 
mittee feared  that  if  this  were  permitted  in  one  case  it  might 
be  asked  for  in  others,  and  this  be  the  cause  of  endless  con- 
fusion.  Thus  the  matter  stood  during  the  winter. 

On  the  approach  of  spring,  the  weather  becoming  suitable 
for  progressing  with  the  work  the  committee  still  anxious  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  compromise  the  difficulties, 
secure  the  payment  of  the  amount  due  the  contractor,  and  have 
the  improvement  South  of  North  street  completed;  renewed  the 
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negociations  with  some  of  the  citizens  interested,  and  have 
determined  in  view  of  the  whole  subject  to  permit  the  citizens 
affected  by  the  improvement  to  take  for  their  own  use  the  dirt 
and  gravel  which  have  been  thrown  upon  the  street,  and  leave 
the  street  as  if  no  improvement  had  been  authorized  to  have  been 
made.   That  the  citizens  interested  immediately  to  pay  or  secure 
the  payment  of  all  the  expense  which  has  accrued  on  account  of 
the  contract.   Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution: 

Douglass  Maguire,  Ch'n. 

Resolved,  That,  on  condition  that  the  citizens  living  on- 
Meridian  street,  North  of  North  Street  shall  immediately  pay 

or  secure  to  be  paid  the  whole  of  their  proportion  of  the 
work  done  on  Meridian  street,  under  the  contract  with  Jeremiah 
Shea,  they  shall  be  permitted  to  take  and  use  the  dirt  and 
gravel  placed  on  said  street,  north  of  North  Street,  and  leave 
that  part  of  Meridian  Street  as  if  no  contract  had  been  made  for 
its  improvement. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Delzell, 

Laid  on  the  table  till  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  that  a  select  committee  of  three  were 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  contractors  relative  to  contract 
on  Meridian  street;   which  motion  prevailed. 

Messrs.  Edwards,  Strickland,  &  Wingate  were  appointed  said 
Committee : 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  that  the  vote  ordering  of  record  the  com- 
mittee relative  to  the  burning  of  the  marion  Engine  House  be 
reconsidered;  for  the  purpose  of  referring  said  report  again  to 
said  committed. 

Which  Motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  Motion  by   Mr  Newcomb  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  ordinance; 

An  ordinance  to  define  and  establish  the  boundaries  of 
wards  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis: 

Section  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indiana- 
polis, That  the  city  of  Indianapolis  shall  be  divided  into  seven 
wards,  as  follows,  viz:   All  thaL  part  of  said  city  bounded  on 
the  south  by  Washington  Street,  on  the  west  by   Alabama  Street 
and  the  Ft.  Wayne  State  Road,  and  on  the  North  and  East  by  the 
donation  line,  shall  constitute  the  first  ward;  and  that  part 
of  said  city  bounded  on  the  South  by  Washington  street,  on  the 
West  by  Meridian  and  Circle  streets  runing  east  of  the  Governors 
Circle,  and  a  line  dividing  outlots  numbered  one  hundred  & 
seventy  one  and  one  hundred  and  seventy- two,  on  the  North  of 
the  donation  line,  and  on  the  East  by   the  Ft.  Wayne  State  road 
and  Alabama  street,  shall  constitute  the  second  Ward;  all  that 
part  of  said  city  bounded  on  the  South  by  Washington  Street  on 
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the  West  by   Mississippi  street,  and  the  line  dividing  outlots 
numbered  one  hundred  a.nc,   sixty  eight,  ano  one  hundred  and  sixty 
nine,  on  the  North  by  the  Donation  line,  and  on  the  East  by 
the  Western  boundary  of  the  Second  Ward  shall  constitute  the 
Third  Ward;  all  that  part  of  said  city  bounded  on  the  South  by 
Washington  street,  on  the  West  by  White  river  and  the  donation 
line  and  on  the  east  by  the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Third 
Ward  shall  constitute  the  fourth  Ward;  all  that  part  of  said 
city  bounded  on  the  North  by  Washington  street  on  the  West  by 
White  river,  on  the  South  by  the  donation  line,  and  on  the  East 
by  the  Bluff  State  road  &  Illinois  street,  shall  constitute  the 
fifth  Ward;  all  that  part  of  said  city  bounded  on  the  North  by 
Washington  Street,  on  the  West  by  Illinois  street  and.  the  Bluff 
State  Road,  on  the  South  of  the  donation  line,  and  on  the  East 
by  Madison  state  road,  and  Delaware  Street,  shall  constitute  the 
Sixth  Ward;  all  that  part  of  said  city  bounded  on  the  North  by 
Washington  Street,  on  the  West  by  Delaware  street  &  Madison 
State  road,  and  on  the  South  and  East  by  by  the  donation  lines 
shall  constitute  the  seventh  ward,  each  of  said  wards  running 
to  the  centre  of  the  Street  bounding  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage  and  publication  in  the  paper  designated  to  publish  the 
ordinances  of  the  city. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  ordinance  read  a 
'first,  second  &  third  time,  and  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes.  Messrs.'  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts  &  Strickland  -  11 

Noes:  None. 

Mr  Newcomb  offered  the  following  ordinance: 

An  ordinance  relative  to  the  salaries  of  City  Officers 
and  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Section  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Gouncil  of 
Indianapolis,  That  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Several 
officers  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  hereinafter  mentioned  the 
following  annual  salaries  to  be  paid  quarterly  on  first  Monday 
of  August,  November,  January,  &  May,  during  their  continuance 
in  office  that  is  to  say: 

To  the  Mayor,  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  the  Marshal  four  hundred  dollars,  and  three  hundred 
dollars  additional  for  his  deputy  while  he  employs  one. 

To  the  City  Clerk  four  hundred  dollars,  and  such  further 
sum  as  may  be  allowed  him,  by  the  School  Trustees,  for  services 
performed  by   him  under  their  direction. 

To  the  Civil  Engineer  five  hundred  dollars 

To  the  Street  Commissioner  three  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

To  the  Clerk  of  each  Market,  one  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave  Yard  fifty  dollars. 
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Sec.  2.   No  other  fees  or  perquisites  shall  "be  paid  to 
any  of  said  officers  out  of  the  city  treasury,  nor  shall  the 
city  be  liable  to  the  Mayor  or  Marshal  for  any  fees  in  suits 
before  the  Mayor  in  which  the  city  is  a  party,  and  the  accepts 
ance  of  the  salary  hereby  provided  said  officers  shall  operate 
as  a  release  to  the  city  of  any  claim  for  fees  in  any  such 
cases. 

Sec.  5.   If  any  officer  of  this  city  shall  vacate  his 
office  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
elected,  his  salary  shall  cease  from  the  date  of  such  vacancy, 
and  his  successor  shall  draw  pay  from  the  date  of  his  in- 
duction into  office. 

Sec.  4.   This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  the  1st  cL      May  A.D.  1354;  and  all 
other  ordinances  relative  to  the  salaries  of  the  aforesaid 
officers,  shall  stand  repealed  from  the  day  last  aforesaid. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended,  the  ordinance  read  a 
first,  second,  time. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  motion 
did  not  ore vail. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  moved  to  strike  out  $400  as  City  Clerk  salary 
and  insert  $500,  which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr.  Bradshaw,  moved  to  s  trike  out  $400  as  Mayors  salary 
and  insert  $500;  which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  ordinance  was  read  a  third  time  and  adopted  by  the 
following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
r  \    mire,  Nelson,  Newcomb  &  Strickland  -  9. 

l~oes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw  &  Pitts  ■     2. 

On  Motion  the  finance  committee  were  directed  to  make 
settlement  with  the  Treasury. 

On  Motion  Mr  Maguire  was  added  to  said  committee. 

Mr  Nelson  presented  the  following  petition: 
To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 
The  undersigned  owners  of  real  estate  on  Washington 
street  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee  streets  petition  your 
honorable  body  to  order  six  gss  posts,  to  be  erected,  three 
on  each  side  of  said  Washington  Street,  and  cause  lights  to 
be  burned  in  said  posts,  together  with  one  additional  light, 
in  the  post  already  erected  at  the  North  East  corner  of 
Masonic  Hall,  and  cause  the  cost  of  said  posts  and  burners 
to  be  taxed  on  our  property  rateably,  that  is  to  say  for 
three  posts  &  three  burners  on  the  property  on  the  South  side, 
and  three  posts  and  three  burners  on  the  property  of  the  North 
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side  of  said  street. 


Masonic  Hall  by  Wm  Sheets  agt 

63  feet 

Wm  Sheets 

65    " 

James  Blake 

149    » 

Charles  Mayer 

35j   " 

Pierson  &  Cottrell 

18%   " 

M.  Rech 

16    » 

Thomas  Buist 

18*   " 
18|   " 

Weaver  &  Williams 

Valentine  Butch 

18*   " 

John  P.  Me ike 1 

18    " 

Ph.  Woemer 

16    « 

George  McQ,uat 

59    " 

D.  V.  Culley  Adm'r  Gillespies 

estate 

19i   » 

Hervey  Bates 

To; 

110    " 

Lai  feet 

6S4.-1? 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  Judiciary  Committee  with  instruction  to 
report  an  ordinance,  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

On  Motion  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  report  the  probable 
expense  of  said  gas  posts,  burners,  etc. 

Mr.  Maguire  presented  a  resolution,  in  blank,  which  being 
filled  up  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  In- 
spectors and  Judges  to  superintend  the  city  election  as  re- 
quired by  law. 

For  the  1st  Ward.   Wm  Wallace,  Inspector,   Samuel  Delzell, 
&  D.  S.  Beaty,  Judges. 

2d  V/ard.   K.P.  Coburn,  Inspector,  John  Wilkins  &  H.W. 
Ellsworth,  Judges. 

3d  Ward.   H.  Griffith,  Inspector,   C.C,  Campbell,  & 
A.  Lingenfelter  Judges. 

4th  Ward.   Judge  Perkins,  Inspector,   H.S.  Rockey  & 
Samuel  M.  Douglass,  Judges. 

5th  Ward.   George  Espy,  Inspector,   J.H.  Roll  &  B.R. 
Sulgrove,  Judges. 

6th  Ward.   Jacob  Fitler  Inspector,   John  F  Ramsey  & 
I.H.  Vagin,  Judges. 

7th  Ward.   Judge  Stevens,  Inspector,   Wm  L.  Wingate  & 
Wm  Montague,  Judges. 
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Ayes.   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns ,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strick- 
land -  11 

s:  None. 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  this  Council  the  interests 
of  the  city  require  the  election  of  a  City  Attorney,  there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  a  poll  be  opened  at  the  City  election  on 
the  1st  Tuesday  of  May  for  the  election  of  a  City  Attorney 
to  serve  for  one  year  from  the  day  of  election. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Newcomb ^  Pitts  &  Strickland.   11. 
Noes.  None. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Maguire,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  polls  for  annual  election  be  opened 
at  the  several  ward  school  houses. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Durham  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  furnish  Anthony  Low- 
man  with  estimate  of  work  done  on  Market  Street. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned  a  resident  of  the  7th  Ward  in  said  city 
very  respectfully  represents  to  your  honorable  body,  that  a 
petition  signed  by  himself  and  about  two  hundred  other  resi- 
dents of  the  1st  and  7th  Wards  of  said  city  praying  for  a 
bridge  over  Pogues  Run  on  Noble  Street,  was  presented  to  your 
honorable  body   on  the    6th  of  July,  1352,  by  Mr  Buchanan, 
then  Councilman  for  the  ?th  Ward.   Said  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  streets  and  alleys  since  which  no  time  no 
measures  have  been  taken  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners.   In  view  of  the  importance  of  such  a  bridge  to 
meet  the  urgent  necessities  of  a  large  number  of  tax  paying 
citizens,  and  the  fact  that  without  one  Noble  street  is  al- 
most useless  as  a  public  thoroughfare,  the  undersigned  re- 
spectfully calls  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the 
prayer  of  said  petitioners,  and  hopes  that  it  will  receive 
the  consideration  at  your  hands  which  the  interests  and  con- 
venience of  many  good  citizens  so  imperatively  require. 
And  the  undersigned  begs  further  to  represent  to  your  honor- 
able body  that,  in  common  with  his  co-petitioners  he  thinks 
great  injustice  has  been  done  in  the  premises  inasmuch  as  a 
petition  for  a  bridge  over  said  Pogues  Run  on  Market  Street 
has  been  complied  with,  and  proposals  for  the  work  have  been 
published  by  the  Civil  Engineer;  although,  the  necessity  for 
such  a  bridge  is  not  by  far  so  urgent  as  for  one  on  Noble 
street,  there  being  but  few  persons  at  present  needing  its 
accommodation. 
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The  undersigned  also  takes  this  occasion  to  represent 
to  your  honorable  body  that  the  channel  of  Pogues  Run  west 
of  the  bridge  on  Washington  Street,  should  be  immediately 
straightened,  in  order  to  save  Noble  street  south  of  said 
bridge  from  farther  abrasion  oy   the  water  as  it  now  runs. 
If  permitted  in  its  present  course  it  will  require  a  large 
expenditure  to  restore  Noble  street  to  its  proper  grade,  and 
hence  the  undersigned  asks  that  the  Civil  Engineer  be  direct- 
ed to  examine  the  channel  of  Pogues  Run  as  above  mentioned, 
and  report  at  an  early  day  to  your  honorable  body  what  steps 
are  necessary  to  secure  the  object  in  view;  and  your  petition- 
er as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

April  3d  1354.  Chas.  M.  Cady 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Bradshaw 

Referred  To  the  Civil  Engineer. 

Mr  Newcorab  moved  that  when  the  Council  adjourns  it  ad- 
yourns  to  meet  on  Saturday  evening  next;  which  motion 
prevailed. 

The  following  report  of  the  Civil  Engineer  was  read: 
The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  Common 
Council,  that  the  track  of  the  Indianapolis  and  Lafayette 
Railroad  at  crossing  of  Market  Street,  is  three  feet  seven 
inches  higher  than  the  established  grade  of  the  street. 

The  petitions  of  the  property  owners  on  the  North 
sioe  of  Washington  Street,  between  Tennessee  and  Illinois 
streets,  praying  for  the  grading  and  paving  of  sidewalk 
and  gutter,  have  been  examined  by  the  undersigned,  and 
found  to  contain  the  signatures  of  resident  owners  of  over 
tv/o  thirds  of  the  whole  line  of  the  lots  bordering  on  said 
street. 

James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Pitts,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was 
granted,  & 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  advertise  for  pro- 
posals for  said  work,  and  report  them  to  this  Council. 

The  undersigned,  reports  that  the  bridge  erected  over 
Pogues  Run  on  East  Street  is  finished  agreeable  to  the 
specification,  and  to  his  satisfaction;  and  that  50  cubic 
yards  of  extra  filling  has  been  put  at  the  end  of  the  bridge 
by  Mr  Comegys,  which  is  worth  nine  dollars,  which  the 
Council  will  please  allow. 

April  19,  1854  James  Wood  Civil  Engineer 

On  Motion 

Allowed  Levi  Comegys  $275  for  said  bridge  &  $9  for 
extra  filling  $234.00 
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On  Motion  Adjourned  to  meet  on  Saturday  evening, 

Attest: 

Daniel  B.  Culley, 
City  Clerk. 


Adjourned  Meeting.  - 

Common  Council  Chamber, 

Saturday  evening,  April  22d,  1354. 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  & 
Strickland  -  Councilmen,  &  C.  Scudder,  Mayor.   10 

The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  following  accounts  were  oresented  and  allowed: 
165) 

to  )  James  Wood,  as  Civil  Engineer  from  1st  Janry  1353 
173)  to  May  1st 

174) 

to  )  N.  B.  Taylor  as  Citv  Attorney   "   1st  May,  1353 

183)  to  1st  May  1854 

184.-  Staats  &  English,  glazing  &  glass  for  Marion 
Engine  house 

185.  James  Kennedy,  roofing  and  carpenter  v/ork 
M.  E.  House 

186.  J.  S.  Dunlop,  Jr.  Treasurers  Office  rent. 
1st  May  '54. 

$407.85 

Henry  S.  Kellogg fs  acct  was  on  Motion,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  accounts. 

The  Finance  Committee  asked  for  futher  time  to  settle 
with  the  Treasurer#   granted. 

The  following  communication  was  read: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  phraseology  of  the  petition  of  property 
holders  in  Square  No.  54,  on  the  North  side  of  Washington 
street,  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee  streets,  praying  that 
a  certain  portion  of  the  sidewalk  on  the  said  street  between 
the  points  named  be  graded  and  paved  at  the  expense  of  the 
respective  owners.   The  question  is  can  the  prayer  of  the 


$   90. 

,00 

250, 

,  00 

2 

,85 

15, 

,00 

50, 

,00 

238 


petition  be  legally  granted?   Said  petition  is  herewith 
returned. 

James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer. 

On  Motion, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  bids  for  improvement  of 
Vermont  street  &  the  filling  up  of  certain  mud  holes  on 
Bluff  road. 

On  Motion, 

The  work  of  improving  Vermont  Street  was  awarded 
Jeremiah  Shea  at  17  cents  per  Cubic  Yard. 

After  considerable  discussion  relative  to  the  filling  of 
the  "hole"  on  Bluff  road,  it  was, 

On  Motion 

Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Delzell, 

The  petition  of  G-reenup  S,  Pittman  &  others  for  gas 
posts  and  burners  to  be  located  on  the  East  side  of  Alabama 
street  between  Market  and  Ohio  Streets,  (  which  see  recorded 
in  proceedings  of  February  7th  1854.)  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  with  instructions  to  report  an  ordinance 
assessing  a  tax  for  said  lighting. 

On  Motion  is  was 

Ordered,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  furnish  estimate  of 
the  expense  of  said  gas  posts,  burners,  etc. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  following  petition: 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis:   G-entlemen: 
We,  the  undersigned,  do  respectfully  ask  of  your  honor- 
able body  the  survey,  grading,  and  graveling  of  sidewalk  in 
front  of  square  No.  63,  (sixty  eight)  on  Maryland  street. 

Wm  D.  Wygant,   Lot  9. 

Wm  Robson,  for  I  &  C.  R. R  Co.  Lot  7, 

John  P.  Dunn  Pt.  lot  12. 

Wra  Braden  Lot  8 

On  Motion 

Referred  to  Civil  Engineer. 

The  following  petition  was  presented: 

To  the  Honorable  Council:    I  wish  permission  to  have  a 
well  &  pump  in  front  of  my  lot  No.  7   in  square  No.  66  on 
Illinois  Street  for  the  purpose  of  building. 

J.  F,  Ramsey 

On  Motion, 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted. 


671    feet 

do 

67. ^       do 

67.-1      do 

270    ft. 
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Mr.  Maguire  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  be 
instructed  to  negotiate  with  the  owners  of  the  bell  on  the 
Old  frame  church  on  alley  west  of  Pennsylvania  Street,  and 
report  whether  in  their  opinion  it  would  be  suitable  for  a 
fire  alarm  bell,  and  if  so,  to  ascertain  the  price  at  which 
it  could  be  purchased  with  the  privilege  of  using  the' frame 
in  which  it  now  hangs. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland.  -  10 
Noes.  None. 

Mr.  Karns  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
repair  the  embankment  of  the  bridges  at  the  several  streets 
across  Pogues1  Run,  caused  by  the  late  high  water.   The  re- 
pairs to  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer. 

'Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Lire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  &  Strickland  -  9. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Bradshaw,  it  was 

Ordered,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  report  to  this  Council 
whether  the  culvert  beneath  Washington  street  at  New  Jersey 
Street  crossings  is  of  sufficient  size  to  vent  the  quantity 
of  water  which  should  flow  through  it. 

Mr.  Bradshaw,  presented  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption: 

Resolved,   That  the  City  Attorney  be  instructed  to  ex- 
amine the  ordinances  granting  the  several  railway  companies 
permission  to  construct  tracks  within  the  city,  and  report 
to  the  Council,  what  said  companies  are  compelled  to  do  under 
said  ordinance. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
lire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Strickland.    9 

Noes:  McC arty- 
Mr  Bradshaw  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
notify  the  Union  Railway  Company  to  construct  good  passable 
crossings  on  all  streets  over  which  their  several  tracks  run 
within  five  days  after  such  notice,  and  if  said  Company  fail 
to  do  so  within  said  time,  said  Commissioner  report  the  fact 
to  the  Mayor  without  delay. 
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Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
ire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland.   10 
Noes;  None. 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  the  additional  number  of  cisterns  that 
may  be  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
property  of  the  city,  and  the  proper  location  of  the  same. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes;  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  tic C arty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  10 
Noes:  None. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Bradshaw,  it  was 

Ordered,  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  up  spaces  with  earth  at  the  small  bridges  and  culverts 
in  that  portion  of  the  city  south  of  Washington  Street, 
caused  by  the  late  freshet  without  delay. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitts  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  cause  the  side- 
walk to  be  immediately  repaired  at  the  crossing  of  the  alley 
on  Washington  Street  north  side,  between  Canal  and  Mississippi 
street. 

Mr.  Nelson,  moved  that  James  Wood,  be  privileged  to  procure 
earth  in  Vermont  Street  west  of  Illinois  to  improve  said 
Vermont  street  East  of  Illinois;  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  ordered 
to  cause  the  alley,  abutting  on  Illinois  street  between  Ver- 
mont &  Michigan  Streets,  to  be  filled  up  as  far  as  the  side- 
walk on  said  Illinois  street  requires  it. 

On  Motion  "oy   Mr.  Bradshaw,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Marshal  cause  the  obstructions  now 
exisiting  on  West  sidewalk  of  Meridian  street  between  Lawrence- 
burg  Railroad  track  and  Pogues •  Run  to  be  removed  immediately. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Nelson,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  cause  crossing  of 
Illinois  North  side  of  North  Street  to  be  graveled. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  an  order  for  the  amount  estimated  to  be 
due  the  contractors  on  Meridian  Street  from  Circle  Street 
North  to  the  Donation  line,  deducting  the  amount  collected  by 
them,  be  issued  by  the  Clerk  to  said  Contractor  they  re- 
linquishing their  contract  ajid  all  damages. 


' 
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Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
.ire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  10 
Noes.  None. 

Mr.  Delzell  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
notify  E.  S.  Alvord  to  immediately  cause  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  his  residence  on  Pennsylvania  street  to  be  lowered 
and  repaved. 

Also,  to  notify  Wm  Sheets  to  cause  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  his  property  to  be  paved  immediately. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.   Bradshaw,  Delzell,  Durham,  Edwards,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  &  Pitts  -  7 

Noes.  Mr.  Strickland  -  1. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  that  a  column  on  poll  book  be  added  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  voters  of  Indianapolis 
will  be  willing  that  an  tax  of  four  cents  should  be  levied  on 
each  one  hundred  dollars  of  taxable  property  returned  by  the 
assessor  vs  for  the  support  of  widows  and  orphans  under  the 
direction  of  the  Widows  &   Orphans  Society.   Which  Motion 
prevailed. 

On  Motion  by  Mr.  Delzell  it  was 

Ordered,   That  the  City  Assessor  ascertain  the  population 
of  the  city,  and  shall  place  a  column  on  assessors  list  for 
that  purpose. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned 

Attest:   D.  B.  Culley 

City  Clerk. 


I 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
May  1st,  1854. 

Council  met.   Present  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  Strickland  &  Wingate,  Councilmen  &  Caleb  Scudder,  Mayor. 

The  Minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer  made  monthly  report,  referred  for  examination 
to  the  Mayor. 

The  City  Clerk  made  yearly  report,  on  Motion, 
Ordered  to  be  published  in  newspaper. 

The  Street  Commissioner  presented  the  following  report: 
To  the  City  Council: 

The  cisterns  I  find  with  plenty  of  water,  except  the  one 
North  of  the  female  Institute,  it  leaks. 

The  bridges  on  Pogues  Run  are  in  good  passable  order, 
except  the  bridge  on  East  Street,  The  Railroad  Company  is 
fixing  it.  A.  McHughey,  St.  Comm. 

James  Wood  Civil  Engineer,  presented  the  following  estimates 
&  reports: 

Estimate: 

Of  the  expense  of  three  gas  posts,  lamps,  &  apparatus, 
and  fixing  up  the  same,  and,  also,  of  the  expense  of  furnish- 
ing gas,  lighting,  extinguishing,  and  cleaning  the  lamps,  and 
keeping  the  same  in  repair  for  one  year.   Said  lamps  to  be 
erected  on  the  North  side  of  Washington  street,  between 
Tennessee  and  Illinois  street,  viz: 

To  3  lampposts  at  $15  each  $45.00 

»  3  lamps  at  $6  each  18. CO 

"  3  burners,  pipes  &  Copper  Cocks,  at 

$2.50  each  7.50 

M  erecting  and  fixing  the  posts  and  lamps,  etc.   8.50  $  79 
"  furnishing  gas  for  one  year  at  $20  each       60.00 
"  lighting  extinguishing  &  cleaning  the  lamps    7.00 
"  probable  cost  of  keeping  the  lamps  in  repair   8.00   75 

^154 

Payable  by  the  property  holders  on  said  street  viz: 

Hervey  Bates  4  &  pt  of  5     54.  110.0  41.82| 

Pierson  &>   Cottrell        pt  of  5      ■   18.6   7.03* 
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John  Eckert,  & 

James 

Yohn  pt  of  5  & 

6 

54. 

37.0  14.07 

Thos.  Buist 

pt  of  6 

« 

18.6   7.03^ 

Weaver  &  Williams 

pt  of  6 

ii 

18.6.  7  03| 

Chas  Mayer 

pt  of  ? 

ii 

35.6.  13.50 

Philip  Woeraer 

pt  of  7 

ii 

16.0   6.08J 
16.0   6.08§ 
23.6   8.93* 

Mathias  Rech 

pt  of  7 

ii 

B  Pottage 

pt  of  8 

H 

John  Butsch 

pt  of  8 

ii 

18.0   6.84J- 

J.  P.  Mickle 

pt  of  8 

it 

18.0   6.84§ 

Chas  Dewey 

pt  of  8  & 

9 

ii 

75. 6  28. 71_  $154.00 

Apl  26 

James 

Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Estimate 

Of  the  expense  of  three  gas  posts,  lamps,  and  apparatus, 
and  fixing  up  the  same;  also,  of  the  expense  of  furnishing 
gas  for  four  lamps,  lighting,  extinguishing,  and  cleaning 
the  lamps,  and  keeping  the  same  in  repair  for  one  year. 
Said  lamps  to  be  erected  on  the  South  side  of  Washington 
street,  between  Tennessee  and  Illinois  streets,  viz: 

To  3  lamp  post  $15  each  $45.00 

M  3  lamps  at  $6  each  18.00 

"  3  burners,  pipes  &  Copper  Cocks,  etc  at 

$2.50  each  7.50 

"  erecting  &  fixing  the  posts  and  lamps,  etc.  8.50  $  79.00 
"  furnishing  gas  for  four  lamps  for  1  yr. 

at  $20.  ea.  80,00 

■  lighting,  extinguishing,  and  cleaning 

the  lamps  9.00 

■  probable  cost  of  keeping  the  la.mps  in 

repair  10.00    99.00 

"$178.00 

Payable  by  property  holders  on  said  street,    viz: 

Masonic  Hall.  lot   8.  sq.    67.    63  0        31.47 

D.    V.    Culley,    Admr.    |  of  9  67      19.6  9.74 

Wm  Sheet    ,  f  of   9  &  10  67     65.0        32.47 

Geo.    McO:uat  11  67      59.0        29.47 

Jas.    Blake  12  "    149.10      74.85 

178.00 

Apl  26  »54.  James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  City  Council, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  nineteen  additional  cisterns  are 
necessary  at  present  to  supply  the  fire  engines  with  water  for 
the  preservation  of  property  in  the  city,  viz: 

One  at  intersection  of  Tennessee  &  Vermont  streets. 
1    "       H       "  Meridian  &  Vermont      ■ 
"    "       ■       "  Meridian  &  Walnut       " 


II    II        II        II 
II    II        II        II 
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One  at  intersection  of  Meridian  &  Pratt  streets. 
"    M       "       "  Delaware  &  Market     H 
"    "       "       »'  Delaware  &  North      " 
"    »       "       "  St.  Joseph  St  &  Ft  Wayne  Road. 
"    »       "       "  New  Jersey  &  Market   streets. 
»    »       H       ■»    "       &  New  York     " 
One  at  intersection  of  New  Jersey  street  &  Wood  street. 
"    »       »       "  Noble  &  New  York  " 

"    "       M       »  Noble  &  Hannah  " 

"    '•       "       "  Maryland  &  Tennessee         " 
»   "       "       "  Meridian  &  Georgia  " 

"       "       "  McCarty  street  &  Madison  Road. 
Delaware  &  Merrill  streets. 
New  Jersey  &  South  Streets. 
"   '•       «       "  Louisiana  &  East      " 
"    "       "       "  Georgia  &  Noble       M 
19  total 

Apl  26  Jas  Wood,  Civil  Engineer, 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council,  that  the  petition 
for  grading  and  graveling  the  sidewalk  on  North  side  of 
Maryland  street  between  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  streets, 
contains  the  signatures  of  resident  owning  270  feet  of 
ground  fronting  on  said  Street,  in  Square  No.  68,  which 
is  exactly  two  thirds  of  the  whole  line  in  front. 

May  1st,  1854.  James  Wood  Civil  Eng. 

On  Motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  advertise  for  proposals  for 
the  said  improvement  and  report  to  the  Council  the  bids  so 
received. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports,  that  he  has 
examined  the  culvert  at  the  crossing  of  Washington  and  New 
Jersey  Streets,  which,  in  his  opinion,  is  sufficiently 
large  to  vent  the  water,  but  is  chocked  up  with  mud.  especially 
in  the  middle,  would  recommend  to  the  Council  to  order  the 
Street  Commissioner  to  clean  it  out,  and  also,  the  ditch 
crossing  Washington  Street,  and  to  lay  a  few  new  plank  on  the 
top  of  the  culvert. 

May  1st,  1854.  James  Wood,  Civil  Eng. 

On  Motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
cause  the  work  suggested  to  be  done  immediately. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  City 
Council  that  the  plan  and  specification  of  an  Engine  House 
for  the  Invincible  Fire  Company  made  last  year  by  Mr.  Davis 
are  well  designed  to  give  general  satisfaction,  he  would, 
therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  said  plan  &  specifi- 
cation, with  this  understanding,  that  the  Engine  house  is  to 
be  built  on  the  lot  of  ground  lately  leased  to  the  city, 
fronting  on  New  Jersey  Street;  and  that,  as  said  lot  is  about 
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four  feet  six  inches  below  the  level  of  sidewalk  thereby 
causing  extra  building,  a  proviso  be  inserted  in  the  specifi- 
cation, requiring  the  execution  of  such  extra  building,  with 
an  instruction  to  contractors  to  include  the  cost  of  the  same 
in  their  proposals. 

May  1st  1354.  James  Wood,  Civil  Eng. 

On  Motion,  by  Mr  Durham 

The  report  was  concurred  in,  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  advertise  for  proposals, 


222. 
223. 
224. 
225. 
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241. 
242. 
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247. 
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Allowed,  Thomas  Reckards,  Market  House  Exp. 

"     Caleb  Scudder,  Rent  4.90  Inc.  4.20 

"     J.  Davis  &  Co.   Castings  for  cisterns 

"     A.H.   Brown  &  Co.   Printing 

"     Jas  Wood,   Rent  of  C.E,  office 

Labor 

teamster.  St  Com  Reo- 
ii  n 


R.  Weeks, 

W.H.  Carle 

R.  O'Neal 

G.  Wright 

J.  Pigg 

Jno  Childers 

Hiram  Lewis 

J  Schultz 
Wm  McDondle 

Pat  Sullivan 

Wm  Crist 

F  Buscherman 

H.  Cass el 

John  Harmen 

J.  Murphy 

J.  Spoon 

Mr.  Derby 
E  Harmony 

John  Pigg 

J.  P.  Childer 

Robert  Johnson 


Pump  13.85.  Labor  2.50 
Removing  nuisances 


3.50 

9.10 

61.40 

8.25 

'40.00 

15.00 

12.75 

2.50 

7.50 

12.50 

5.00 

5.00 

.63 

.62 

8.75 

5.00 

1.25 

3.75 

3.75 

.95 

2.50 

2.50 

1.87 

2.50 

16.35 

4.00 


Mr.  Newcomb  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department 
made  the  following  report: 

Mr.  President: 

The  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  Council  to  the  purchase  of  the  bell  on 
G-eorge  Lowe's  Blacksmith  shop  for  a  fire  alarm  bell,  respect- 
fully report  that  in  their  opinion  said  bell  is  not  suitable 
for  that  purpose. 

H.  C.  Newcomb,  Chr 


Concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Maguire  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 
the  following  ordinance: 

An  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  lighting  a  portion  of 
Washington  street  with  gas. 

Whereas,  The  owners  of  real  estate  fronting  on  the  South 
side  of  Washington  Street  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee 
Streets  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis  have  petitioned  this 
Council  to  provide  for  lighting  that  part  of  said  city  with 
gas  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  ordinance  approved 
November  10th,  1851. 

Section  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
Indianapolis,  That  there  shall  be  erected  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Civil  Engineer  three  lamp  posts  on  the  South 
side  of  Washington  Street  fronting  Block  No.  67  sixty  seven, 
with  the  necessary  lamps  and  fixtures.   And  that  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  exoenses  of  furnishing  said  lamps 
and  posts,  providing  their  necessary  apparatus,  and  lighting, 
extinguishing,  and  cleaning  four  lamps,  (one  being  already 
erected)  furnishing  gas  and  repairing  said  posts  and  lamps 
for  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  there  is  here- 
by levied  a  tax  of  fifty  cents  on  each  lineal  foot  of  real 
estate  of  said  Block  No.  (67)  Sixty  Seven,  fronting  on  Wash- 
ington Street,  making  in  all  one  Hundred  and  Seventy  Eight 
dollars.  ($178)  that  being  the  estimate  of  the  Civil  Engineer 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.   Said  tax  shall  be  collected  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  entitled  "an  ordinance  in 
relation  to  lighting  the  city"  approved  November  10th,  1854. 

Sec.  3.   This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended,  the  ordinance  read  a 
first,  second  &  third  time  and  adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Delzell, 
Durham,  Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb, 
Pitts,  &   Strickland  -  13. 

Noes.   None. 

An  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  lighting  a  portion  of 
Washington  Street  with  gas. 

Whereas,  The  owners  of  real  estate  fronting  on  the  North 
side  of  Washington  Street,  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee 
streets,  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis  have  petitioned  this 
Council  to  provide  for  lighting  that  part  of  said  city  with  gas 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  ordinance  approved 
November,  10,  1854.   Therefore 

Section  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of 
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Indianapolis,  That  there  shall  be  erected  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Civil  Engineer,  three  lamp  posts  on  the  North 
side  of  Washington  street,  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee 
streets,   with  the  necessary  lamps  and  fixtures.   And  that  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  furnishing  said  posts 
and  lamps,  providing  their  necessary  apparatus,  and  of  lighting, 
extinguishing,  and  cleaning  the  lamps,  furnishing  gas,  and  re- 
pairing said  posts  and  lamps  for  one  year  from  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance  there  is  levied  a  tax  of  thirty  eight  cents  and 
two  and  one  half  mills  on  each  lineal  foot  of  real  estate 
fronting  on  Washington  street  between  the  points  aforesaid, 
making  in  all  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  and  fifty  four  ($154)  that 
being  the  estimate  of  the  Civil  Engineer  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.   Said  tax  shall  be  collected  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  lighting  the 
city,"  approved  November  10th  1851. 

Sec  3.   To  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

On  Motion,  The  rules  were  suspended  the  ordinance  read  a 
first,  second,  &  third  time  and  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dun lap,  Delzell,  Durham, 
Edwards,  Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  & 
Strickland.  -  15. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  finance  Committee: 

The  Committee  on  finance  to  which  was  referred  the  annual 
report  of  the  City  Treasurer,  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  Treasurer,  and  find  them  to  conform 
to  the  statement  made  by  that  officer,  and  that  the  cash  re- 
ported is  in  his  hands  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Council. 

Nicholas  McCarty,  Chn 

227.  Allowed,  Elder  &  Harkness  Printing  $80.37 

A  communication  from  Jno.  Moffitt  relative  to  Town  Clock, 
announcing  its  completion  in  a  few  days  was  read,  and,  on 
Motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Newcomb  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented 
the  following  report: 

Mr.  President: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petiton 
of  Ovid  Butler  and  others  relative  to  opening  and  laying  out 
certain  streets  running  North  and  South  through  Out  lots, 
No.  181  on  the  premises  formerly  known  as  the  Bellfontaine 
Railroad  Depot,  respectfully  reoort,  that  they  recommend  that 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Marion  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
under  Section  58  of  the  Charter,  to  asses  damages,  benefits, 
etc;  accruing  to  the  owners  of  land,  lots,  etc.,  through  which 
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any  street  is  proposed  to  be  constructed,  etc.  be  directed  to 
examine  and  report  whether  it  is  practicable  to  extend  the 
streets  south  of  said  grounds  through  the  same  and  what 
damages,  if  any,  would  result  to  the  owners  of  said  property. 
And  if  not  practicable,  to  so  extend  said  streets  to  report 
at  what  other  points  through  said  grounds  one  or  more  streets 
can  be  constructed  North  &  South  through  said  grounds,  and 
what  damage  would  result  therefrom,  if  any. 

H.  C.  Newcomb,  Chn. 

After  some  discussion  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  Motion  by  Douglass  Maguire. 

The  vote  ode ring  a  vote  to  be  taken  whether  the  voters 
would  be  willing  to  submit  to  a  tax  of  four  cents  on  the  $100 
worth  of  taxable  for  the  relief  of  Widow  &  Orphans  of  the 
city,  was  reconsidered. 

After  some  discussion,  Mr.  Maguire  stated  that  in  con- 
versation with  the  friends  of  the  Widow  &  Orphan  Asylum,  it 
was  thought  best  not  to  take  the  vote,  the  whole  matter  was 
then  withdrawn. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Delzell. 

Mr.  Maguire  presented  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  requested  to  make 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  extending  the  culvert  at  the 
crossing  of  point  where   "Illinois  street  crosses  Washington 
Street  to  the  curbstone  on  each  side  of  Washington  Street, 
and,  also,  to  report  whether  the  culvert  can  be  improved  so 
as  to  admit  a  freer  passage  of  the  water. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  &  Strickland  -  11 
No.   Mr.  Wingate  -  1 

Mr  McCarty  moved  that  the  matter  of  filling  up  of  Bluff 
road  South  of  Merrill  street  be  taken  from  the  table  which 
Motion  did  not  prevail. 

Messrs.  Smith  &  Davis  petitioned  for  the  assessment  of 
a  yearly  tax  on  for  Washington  Hall. 

On  Motion  by  Edwards 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Carlisle  presented  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  make  inquiry  and  report  to  the  Council  at  its  next  meet- 
ing the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  recently  been  digging 
out  and  removing  gravel  from  West  Street  south  of  Washington 
Street. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes:   Messrs.  Bradshaw  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  &  Win- 
gate  -  12. 

Mr.  Carlisle  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  cistern  near  the  Carlisle  Home  be 
built  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  water  is  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  canal  in  this  month,  May,  and  no  wells  or  water  near 
to  save  property,  in  the  east  part  of  the  fourth  or  fifth 
ward  could  be  found  to  save  property. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Karns, 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  Motion, 

Said  located  cistern  was  directed  to  be  added  to  Civil 
Engineers  list. 


Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution: 


of  fifty  dollars  for  the  detection  and  conviction  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  have  been  instrumental  in  setting  fire 
to  either  dwellings   stables,  or  out  houses  in  the  city. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs  Bradshaw,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards,  Karns, 
Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  &  Wingate. 
Noes:  Messrs  Pitts  &  Strickland. 

Mr  Dunlap  presented  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  Morris  Morris  be  permitted  to  throw  an 
arch  of  brick  over  a  private  alley  in  block  No.  Eighty  Seven, 
(87)  provided,  it  makes  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of 
omnibuses,  carraiges,  or  loaded  vehicles  of  any  description. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Carlisle,  Dunlap,  Durham,  Edwards, 
Karns,  Maguire,  McCarty,  Nelson,  Newcomb,  Pitts,  Strickland,  & 
Wingate,  -  13. 

On  Motion  by  Mr  Bradshaw,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  set  the 
grade  stakes  on  sicewalk  in  East  side  of  Virginia  Avenue  in 
front  of  lot  owned  by  J .  F.  Wingate. 

On  Motion 

Adjourned  "Sine  Die  ' 
Attest       Daniel  B.  Culley   City  Clerk. 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis  May  9th  1354 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  Mayor  and  the 

Councilmen  elected  presented  their  certificates  of  election 

with  their  oaths  of  office  thereon  endorsed  and  took  their 
Seats  Viz 

1st  Ward  John  L  Avery 
Daniel  Keely 

2nd  Ward  Alexander  G-raydon  Jr. 
W.  H,  Karnes' 

3d  Ward  Douglass  Maguire 
H.  H.  Nelson 

4th  Ward  G.  W.  Pitts 
Canada  Go wan 

5th  Ward  W.  H.  Jones 

John  Trucksess 

6th  Ward  Livingston  Dunlap 

7th  Ward  Sims  A.  Colley 
Hiram  Seibert 

James  M.  Cready  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  Mayor  with  the  oath  of  office  subscribed  there- 
on and  took  his  seat  as  President  of  the  Council. 

James  N.  Sweetser  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  City  Clerk  with  the  oath  of  office  endorsed 
thereon  and  presented  a  bond  as  required  by  the  ordinance 
upon  the  reading  of  which  bond  it  was  deemed  informal  and 
time  was  given  to  the  obligors  to  amend  the  bond. 

Benjamin  Pilbean  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  Marshall  with  the  oath  of  office  endorsed  there- 
on and  filed  a  bond  as  required  by  ordinance  which  was  read 
and  accepted. 

A.  F.  Shortridge  presented  his  Certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  Treasurer  with  his  oath  of  office  endorsed 
thereon  and  uponthis  statement  to  the  Council  that  his  bond 
was  not  ready  for  presentation  time  was  given  him  to  file 
his  bond. 

John  G-.  Waters  presented  his  Certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  Assessor  with  the  oath  of  office  endorsed 
thereon  and  filed  a  bond  as  required  by  ordinance  which  was 
read  and  a^oroved. 
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William  Huey  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to  the 
office  of  Street  Commissioner  with  the  oath  of  office  en- 
dorsed thereon  and  time  was  given  him  to  file  his  bond. 

N.  B.  Taylor  presented  his  oath  of  office  without  a  certifi- 
cate and  time  was  given  him  to  file  his  certiciate  with  his 
proper  oath  of  office  thereon. 

By  Consent  of  the  Council  time  was  given  to  James  Wood  to 
file  his  Certificate  and  oath  of  office. 

On  motion  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election  of  all 
officers  required  by  the  ordinances  and  charter  which 
resulted  as  follows  to  wit, 

Jacob  B.  Fitler  was  elected  cheif  Fire  Engineer  on  the 
first  ballot. 

Cornelius  King  and  William  Mansur  were  elected  assistant 
fire  Engineers  on  the  first  ballot. 

John  L.  Mothershead  John  S.  Bobbs  and  G-.  W.  Mears  were 
elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Health  on  the  first  ballot. 

J.  T.  Williams  was  elected  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
on  the  first  ballot. 

Jacob  Miller  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  East  Market  House 
on  the  first  ballot. 

Jacob  Miller  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  West  Market  House 
on  the  first  ballot. 

George  Bisbing  was  elected  Sexton  of  the  graveyard  on 
the  first  ballot. 

Messrs  Elder  &  Harkness  were  elected  to  publish  the 
ordinances  and  do  all  other  printing  ordered  by  the  Council, 
on  the  first  ballot. 

Julius  Boettocher  was  elected  to  publish  all  ordinances 
in  the  German  Language,  on  the  first  ballot. 

The  Mayor  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees 

On  the  Judiciary       Messrs.  Maguire,  Pitts  &  Dunlap 


On 
On 
On 
On 
On 
On 
On 
On 


Finance  '•  Dunlap  Keely  &  Karnes 

Accounts  "  Karnes  Boaz  &  Seibert 

Bridges  "  Pitts  Jones  &  Gowan 

Cisterns  n  Nelson  Keely  &  Gowan 

School  Houses  "  Avery  Nelson  &  Jones 

Streets  &  Alleys  "  Colley  Boaz  &  Maguire 

Markets  "  Seibert  Colley  &  Trucksess 

Fire  Department  "  Gray don  Trucksess  &  Avery 


Henry  Ohr  Clerk  of  the  Markets  presented  his  report  for  the 


year  ending  May  A  D  1854  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  set  grade  stakes  for  a 
stone  gutter  to  be  put  in  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  Illi- 
nois Street  from  Washington  Street  north  to  the  alley  so  soon 
as  the  owners  of  the  property  on  either  side  are  ready  to 
construct  the  same  and  also  to  give  grade  stakes  on  the  alley 
running  east  and  west  through  Square  54  making  the  summit  at 
the  centre  of  said  Square. 

Adopted  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  for  adoption  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  make  an  estimate  in 
favor  of  Jeremiah  Shea  for  work  done  on  Vermont  Street 
between  Meridian  and  Pennsylvania  Street  and  also  for  work 
done  on  New  York  Street. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery 
Dunlap  Colley  G-owan  Jones,  Keely  Pitts  &  Seibert. 

Those  voting  in  the  negative  are  Messrs  Graydon  Karnes 
Maguire  and  Trucksess. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  procure 
the  proper  books  for  the  City  assessor  and  that  he  provide 
a  column  for  the  value  of  the  real  estate  and  a  seperate 
column  for  the  valuation  of  the  improvement  and  immediately 
afterwards  a  column  to  add  both  together  and  make  a  total 
valuation. 

Adopted  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption 

Resolved  that  the  City  Assessor  be  directed  to  proceed 
immediately  to  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  prescribed  by 
the  City  Charter. 

Adopted  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  for  adoption  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable,  be 
adopted  for  the  government  of  the  City  Council. 

Adopted  by  an  unanimous  vote. 
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Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption 

Resolved,  That  L  D  Wilson  be  allowed  the  sum  of  eighteen 
dollars  and  ten  cents  for  work  done  on  the  side  walk  on 
Pensylvania  Street. 

Adopted. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  Messrs.  Wests  &  Stewart 
requesting  the  priveledge  of  erecting  a  post  on  Washington 
Street  in  front  of  their  store  which  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets  and  alleys. 

The  Marshall  announced  the  appointment  of  Jacob  Bisbing 
as  Assistant  Marshall  which  appointment  was  confirmed. 

Messrs  Karnes,  G-raydon  and  Dunlap  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee in  reference  to  the  Town  Clock. 

The  City  Clerk  reported  the  indebtedness  of  the  City  to  be 
at  this  day  nine  hundred  and  fifty  one  dollars  and  eighty 
eight  cents  ($951.88) 

On  Motion 

Adjourned  James  McCready,  Mayor. 

James  N.  Sweetser 
City  Clerk. 


Common  Council  Chamber 
May  15   1854 

The  Council  met.   Present  all  the  Councilmen  and  James 
McC ready  President.   The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting 
read  and  approved. 

William  Boaz  presented  his  certificate  of  election  with  his 
oath  of  office  endorsed  thereon  and  took  his  seat. 

A.  F.  Shortridge  presented  his  bond  of  office  which  was 
read  and  accepted. 

James  Wood  presented  his  bond  of  office  which  was  read  and 
accepted. 

James  N.  Sweetser  presented  his  bond  which  was  read  and 
accepted. 

Jacob  Miller  presented  his  bond  upon  the  reading  of  which 
the  amount  being  objected  to  time  was  given  him  to  increase 
the  amount  to  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

William  HUghey  presented  his  bond  upon  the  reading  of 
which  it  was  deemed  informal  and  time  was  given  to  amend. 

N.  B.  Taylor  presented  his  certificate  of  election  and 
oath  of  office,  and  on  motion  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to 
notify  him  to  file  a  bond. 

G-eorge  Bisbing  filed  his  certificate  and  oath  of  office 
thereon  endorsed. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pitts  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 

of  Weigh  Master. 

Adam  Haugh  was  elected  Weigh  Master  by  an  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council  to  collect  and 
revise  the  ordinances  that  are  now  in  force,  and  report  them 
to  the  Council  at  as  early  a  day  as  is  practicable  for  their 
inspection  and  approval. 

Resolved,  That  so  soon  as  the  ordinances  are  approved  by 
the  Council,  they  shall  be  printed  in  phamplet  form  both  in 
the  English  and  German  languages. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  shall  receive  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  such  services. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 


Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray  don,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert,  Truxsess.    13 

Those  voting  in  the  Negative  are,  Mr.  Maguire.    1 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  until  an  ordinance  shall  be  passed  on  that 
subject,  the  amount  of  License  required  for  exhibitions  and 
shows  shall  be  as  follows  Viz.   For  Circus  performances  thirty 
dollars  per  day,  for  theatrical  performances  in  houses  ten 
dollars  per  night,  and  for  Concerts  five  dollars  for  each 
exhibition,  and  twenty  dollars  per  day  for  animal  shows. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert,  and  Truxsess,    14 

Those  voting  in  the  Negative.   None 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  make  an 
estimate  for  grading  and  graveling  (with  coarse  river  gravel) 
around  the  East  Market  house  sufficiently  high  to  carry  off 
all  the  water. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

Negative.   None. 

Mr.  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  examine  the  Cincinnati 
&  Indianapolis  Rail  Road  on  Louisiana  Street,  to  ascertain  if 
the  Company  have  complied  with  the  grades  and  restrictions  of 
the  Ordinance  granting  the  priviledge  of  occupying  the  Street 
for  a  Railroad  and  report  the  same  at  the  next  regular  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Gowan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

Negative   None  . 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  ordinance  preventing  swine  from  running 


at  large  within  the  City  of  Indianapolis  be  and  is  hereby 
suspended  until  November  1st  1854. 

Lost  by  the  following  vote 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap,  Gowan, 
Keeley,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

Those  voting  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Avery,  Boaz,  Colley, 
Gray don,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  and  Nelson. 

Mr.  Gray don  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  condition  of  the  alley  in  Squares  55  & 
56  running  from  Illinois  Street  to  Pennsylvania  Street  is 
hereby  declared  a  nuisance  and  that  the  Marshall  is  directed 
to  abate  the  same  at  the  expense  of  the  property  holders  on 
said  alley. 

Adopted  "oy   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon  Gowan  Jones   Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson 
Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messr.  Pitts. 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
open  the  gutters  on  the  West  side  of  Delav/are  and  the  South 
side  of  Market  Streets  opposite  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
the  expense  of  the  property  owners. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Dunlap,  Gr^yjion,  Jones  Karns   Keeley   Seibert  and 
Truxsess . 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs  Gowan,  Nelson, 
Pitts. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
notify  Mr.  James  Blake  to  remove  his  Lime  house  and  other 
rubbish  off  of  Kentucky  Avenue  provided  the  Brick  house  now 
being  erected  is  completed. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Mr.  Pitts. 
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!rr.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
to  report  an  ordinance  to  prohibit  the  deposite  of  the  carcasses 
of  dead  horses  cattle  &c  on  the  grounds  South  of  the  City  grave 
yard. 

On  Motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediancy  of  passing  such 
an  ordinance. 

On  Motion 

The  appointment  of  Lemuel  Van  laningham  as  Deputy  Assessor 
was  unanimously  confirmed. 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill 
the  mud  hole  at  the  crossing  of  Market  and  New  Jersey  Streets 
under  the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dun  lap,  Gray  don,  G-owan  Jones  Karns   Keeley  Maguire 
Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  None. 

Mr.  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  especial  attention  of  the  City  Marshall 
be  called  to  the  daily  violation  of  an  ordinance  regulating 
the  running  of  cars  and  obstructing  the  Street  with  the  same. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap  G-raydon  G-owan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire 
Nelson  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative   Mr.  Pitts. 

Mr.  G-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  directed 
to  immediately  open  the  gutter  on  the  east  side  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Street  from  Ohio  to  Market  Street  for  the  purpose  of 
draining  the  water  from  the  crossing  of  Ohio  Street  at  Pennsyl- 
vania street  at  the  expense  of  the  property  holders  on  Pennsyl- 
vania Street. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
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Colley  Dun  lap,  G-raydon  G-owan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess. 
In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  that  the  individual  charged  with  the  duty  of 
compiling  the  ordinances  of  the  City  be  allowed  to  employ 
Daniel  B  Culley,  the  late  Clerk  of  the  City,  if  he  deem  his 
services  necessary  in  the  execution  of  the  work. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz 
Dunlap  G-raydon  Go  wan  Jones  Karns   Keeley  Nelson  Pitts 
Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  negative  Mr.  Colley. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  that  two  dollars  per  day  be  allowed  to  the 
Inspectors,  Judges  and  Clerks  each  for  their  services  rendered 
in  the  late  City  election  and  one  dollar  each  to  those  who 
performed  service  on  the  second  day. 
ffl  ich  motion  prevailed. 

....  Colley  moved  that  the  revising  Z        Lttee  be  instructed 
to  report  an  ordinance  in  favor  of  raising  the  salaries  of 
the  officers  for  the  current  year. 
3h  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  following  Communication  was  received. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

G-entlemen 

The  enclosed  proposition  from  Wm  S.  Hubbard  Esqr  to  the 
Independent  Releif  fire  Company  No  1,  was  received  at  our  I 
regular  meeting,  March  25th  and  accepted  by  the  Company 
provided  it  meet  the  approbation  of  the  City  Council. 

Very  Respectfully 

on   K.  Elliott  Secretary 
Indianapolis  April  10  1854.    of  the  Indept  Releif  Fire  Co  No  1 

To  the  Releif  Fire  Engine   Co. 

I  hereby  to  Lease  the  Building  you  now  occupy,  to  your 
Company  for  their  use,  for  a  period  of  :   years  from  15th 
Dec.  next  at  an  annual  rent  of  Two  hundred  Dollars  provided 
the  adjoining  buildings  are  not  consumed  by  fire  during  that 
period  thereby  making  it  important  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  premises  for  the  purpose  of  building  thereupon. 

Respectfully 
Wm  S  Hubbard 

On  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department. 


Accounts  allowed 
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269, 
270 , 
276. 
272, 
274, 
273, 


268, 
271. 
275, 


To  R.  Weeks 

$  1.50 

"  R.  Weeks 

6.37* 

"  W.  Lingenrelter 

8.50 

n  H.  Cassell 

5.00 

"  George  Bocock 

2.50 

"  W.  H.  Carle 

10.00 

"  Francis  Pigg 

6.25 

»  John  Pi 

2.50 

"  Jacob  Sproul 

5.00 

"  Patrick  Sullivan 

5.00 

"  G-reen  Wright 

5.00 

357.62* 

On  motion  adjourned 

Attest  James  N.  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 


James  McC ready  T:   yor 


Council  Chamber 
Monday  June  5th  1854 

The  Coundil  met  at  2  of clock  P.  M.   Present  all  the  Council- 
men  and  the  President.   The  minutes  of  the  last  were  read  and 
approved.   A  report  from  the  Street  Commissioner  was  read  and 
accepted.   The  Treasurers  monthly  report  was  read  and  on 
motion,  was  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  for  examination. 
The  Civil  Engineer  reported  a  bid.  for  paving  the  gutter  on 
the  North  Side  of  Washington  Street  between  Illinois  and 
Tennesse  Streets,  which  was  too  high.   On  motion  by  Mr. 

lire,  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to  consult  the  pro- 
perty holders  on  said  street,  and.  ascertain  if  they  are 
willing  to  pay  the  expense,  if  not  the  Civil  Engineer  advertise 
for  other  proposals. 

. .  Jones  Moved 

That  the  Engineer  be  directed  to-  advertise  for  proposals 
to  grade  and  gravel  the  side  walk  on  the  North  side  of  Mary- 
land between  Tennessee  and  Mississipi  Streets,  which  motion 
prevailed. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  estimate  of  extending  the 
Culvert  at  the  crossing  point  of  Illinois  and  Washington 
Streets  to  amount  to  the* total  sum  of  $210.00 

Mr.  Maguire  moved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  advertise  for 
bids  for  fixing  the  Culvert  at  the  crossing  of  Illinois  and 
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Washington  Streets  according  to  his  specifications.   Which 
motion  prevailed. 

A  report  from  the  Civil  Engineer  in  reference  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati and  Indianapolis  Rail  Road  on  Louisiana  Street  was 
read  and  accepted. 

-  - .  Seibert  moved 

That  the  Lawrenceburg  and  Upper  Mississipi  Ra.il  Road 
Company  now  called  the  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati  Rail  Road 
Company  be  required  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  an 
ordinance  permitting  them. to  come  in  the  City,  which  compels 
them  to  grade  and  gravel  said,  street.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Civil  Engineer'  reported  the  estimate  for  graveling 
around  the  East  Market  house  with  coarse  river  gravel  to 
amount  to  the  sum  of  1279.50 

Mr.  Karnes  moved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  advertise  for 
bids  to  gravel  the  East  Market"  house.   Which  motion  prevailed, 

Proposals  were  received  for  building  an  Engine  house  for 
the.  Invincible  Fire  Company  and  on  Motion  they  were  referred 
t  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs  Avery,  Karnes 
and  Nelson  together  with  the  Engineer. 

A  report  from  the  Chief  Fire  Engineer  was  read  and  on 
motion  wa£  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department. 

A  petition  was  read  from  the  Evansville,  Indianapolis  and 
Cleveland  Straight  Line  Rail  Road  Company.   On  motion  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the-  Judiciary,  and  the  Clerk 
instructed  to  give  the  usual  notice  in  the  City  papers  of 
the  pendancy  of  said  petition. 

The  Committee  on  tie  Town. Clock  requested  further  time  to 
report  which  was  granted. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  property  holders  and. 
occupants  between  Washington  and  Circle  Streets  representing 
that  the  feeding  of  horses  on  said  street  is  a  source  of 
annoy.ance. 

On  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  C0  mittee  on  the  Judiciary 
with  instructions  to  report  an  ordinance. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  owners  and  occupants  of 
property  on  Illinois  Street  South  of  Washington  Street  re- 
presenting that  the  gutter  on  the  east  side  of  said  street 
is  full  of  stagnant  water  and  slop. 
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Mr.  Dunlap  moved  that 

The  Marshall  be  instructed  to  notify  the  proprietor  of 
the  Palmer  House  to  clean  said  gutter.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

A  petition  from  the  Good  Intent  Fire  Company  was  presented 
requesting  the  priviledge  of  taking  their  apparatus  from  the 
City  on  a  pleasure  excursion. 

On  motion  said  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  communication  from  H.P.  Coburn  was  received  requesting 
the  Council  to  accept  his  resignation  of  the  appointment  of 
Trustee  of  the  Common  Schools  of  the  City. 
His  resignation  was  accepted. 

A  petition  was  received  from  A.  F.  Shortridge  requesting 
that  the  sum  of  eighteen  dollars  an  amount  due  Nicholas 
McCarty  for  an  allowance  on  Lot  4  in  Square  37.   The  said  sum 
being  due  said  petitioner  by  arrangement  between  said  Petition- 
er, the  City  Clerk  and  Mr.  McCarty. 

306.  On  motion  the  prayer  of  said  petition  was  granted  and  the 
City  Clerk  instructed  to  draw  a  warrant  for  said  amount. 

Mr.  Karns  moved 

307.  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer 
for  the  amount  of  the  estimate  for  Vermont  Street.   Which  motion 
prevailed. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved 

308.  That  the  estimate  for  grading  New  York  Street,  between 
Illinois  and  Meridian  Street,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
City  Treasurer  and  the  City  Clerk  is  authorized  to  draw  on 
the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  due  from  the  City.   Which  motion 
prevailed. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved 

That  the  estimate  for  the  improvement  for  Meridian  Street 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  for  collection. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  G- ray  don  moved 

That  when  the  Council  adjourned  they  would  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Tuesday  evening  at  eight  o'clock.   Which  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved 

That  Messrs  Nelson,  Trucksess  &  Karns  be  authorized  to 


sell  the  old  hook  and  ladder  wagon. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

J.  T.  Williams,  N.3.  Taylor,  Jacob  Miller  and  William 
Hughey,  filed,  each  a  bond  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
of  his  respective  office. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  City  commence  Suit,  for  the  recovery 
of  the  estimate  for  work  done  on  New  York  Street  between 
Illinois  and  Meridian  Street  by  Jeremiah  Shea  and  Joseph 
Irwin,  against  the  property  holders,  provided  however  that 
the  City  Treasurer  first  presents  to  the  property  holders 
their  accounts,  as  estimated  by  the  City  Engineer,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  City  Council  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay 
the  City's  portion. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap  G-raydon  Go  wan  Jones   Karns  Keeley  Maguire 
Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  &  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  a  Special  Committee  be  appointed  to  act 
in  connexion  with  the  City  Attorney,  and  that  they  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  and  report  to  the  Common  Council,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  the  conditions  upon  which  the  Central 
Canal  was  located  in  this  City,  and  if  the  conditions  have 
been  complied  with. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz, 
Colley,  G-raydon  Go  wan  Jones  Karns   Keeley  Seibert  and 
Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Dunlap,  Maguire  and  Nelson. 

Messrs  Jones,  Colley  and  Pitts  were  appointed  to  act  as 
the  Committee  in  connexion  with  the  City  Attorney  in  reference 
to  the  location  of  the  Central  Canal. 

Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following  preambile  &  resolution. 

"Whereas  the  quantity  of  filth  and  of fall  in  and  about 
Mansurs  Slaughter  house  and  pork  establishment,  in  the 
Western  part  of  the  City,  produces  an  unwholesome  smell,  and 
an  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  thereof. 
Therefore 


1  Resolved, 

That  the  City  Marshall  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
proceed  forthwith  to  notify  said  Mansur  to  cleanse  the  said 
premises,  and  on  his  said  Mansurs  failure  to  do  so,  within 
the  time  allowed  by  the  first  Section  of  the  ordinance  re- 
lative to  the  nuisances  &c  approved  April  20th  1852,  to  re- 
port the  fact  to  the  City  Attorney,  who  is  hereby  directed, 
on  receiving  such  notice  to  commence  proceedings  against  said 
Mansur  for  the  penalty  given  by  said  first  Section. 

2  Resolved, 

That  the  said  City  Marshall  pay  strict  attention  to  the 
carrying  out  and  enforcing  that  part  of  the  first  Section  of 
said  ordinance  which  is  as  follows  "And  all  houses  buildings, 
or  enclosures,  which  by  reason  of  any  business  carried  on, 
at,  in  or  about  the  same,  shall  or  may  produce  an  unwholesome 
smell,  or  an  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  Vicinity 
thereof  within  the  limits  of  said  City,  shall  be  deemed  and 
the  same  are  hereby  declared  public  nuisances  and  shall  be 
abated  by  the  Marshall,  by  cleansing  the  premises,  at  the 
cost  of  the  owner,  or  in  case  of  his  not  being  a  resident  of 
the  City,  at  the  cost  of  the  occupant  or  lesse. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
Gowan  Maguire  Nelson  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  G-raydon,  Jones  Karns  &  Keeley. 


Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  requested  to  open  or 
cause  to  be  opened  Merrill  Street  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Madison  Rail  Road  track  South  of  the  Madison  Depot  and  have 
it  put  in  good  travelling  order  at  the  expense  of  the  Madison, 
Indianapolis  and  Peru  Rail  Road  Company. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap  Gowan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire  Nelson 
Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Mr.  Keeley  offered  the  following  resolution.   Resolved  that 
Mr.  Huntington  be  notified  by  the  Street  Commissioner  to  fill 
the  gravel  pit  made  on  Ohio  Street  within  ten  days,  or  on 
failure  to  do  so,  a  suit  will  be  brought  immediately. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 


Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap  Go  wan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire  Nelson 
Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  negative  none. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  notify  the 
owners  of  the  property  on  the  corner  of  Maryland  and  Meridian 
Streets  to  fence  in  the  cellar  they  have  dug  with  a  temporary 
fence  to  prevent  persons  or  animals  from  falling  in. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap,  Gowan  Jones   Karns,   Keeley  Maguire,  Nelson 
Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  negative  -  None. 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed 

309.  J.K.  &  D.  Root. 

310.  E.H.  Wright  &  Co 

311.  G-.  Kennell  &   Co 

312.  Henry  Habeny 

513.  John  P.  Chileters 

514.  R.  Weeks 

315.  J.G-.  Smith 

316.  Patrick  Sullivan 

$302.64" 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday  evening  June  6  at  8  o'clock, 

Attest 

James  N.  Sweetser        James  McCready  Mayor 
City  Clerk 
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173.85 

Diggin  wells  &  c 
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Pumps  &  Repairs 

29.50 
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Council  Chamber 
Tuesday  June  6th  1854 

The  Council  met  at  8  o'clock  P.M.   Present  all  the  Council- 
rnen  and.  the  Present.   The  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting 
were  corrected  and  approved. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  That  the  Council  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Trustee  for  Common  Schools.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  H.F.  West  was  elected  a  Trustee  of  the  Common  Schools. 

Mr.  Karnes  moved  that  the  ordinances  be  taken  from  the  table, 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  G-raydon  presented  an  ordinance  in  reference  to  Lighting 
the  Streets  with  ^as   at  the  expense  of  the  property  hold_ers 
along  the  Streets  where  the  Lamp  posts  are  placed. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved  That  the  said  ordinance  be  laid  on  the  table, 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Karns  moved  That  said  ordinance  be  referred  to' the  City 
Attorney  for  his  opinion  thereon,  to  be  reported  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  G-raydon  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
set  grade  stakes  for  a  gutter  and  pavement  on   the  South  Side 
of  Market  Street  between  Pennsylvania  and  Circle  Streets. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of 

The  Council  adjourned  until  Thursday  June  8  at  two 
o 'clock  P.M. 

Attest 

James  N.  Sweetser  City  Clerk.  James  McCready  Mayor 


Council  Chamber 
Thursday  June  Sth  1354 

The  Council  met  at  two  O'clock  P  M.  Present  the  President 
and  all  the  Councilmen  except  Mr.  Colley.  The  minutes  of  the 
preceeding  meeting  were  approved. 

The  committee  on  accounts  reported  in  favor  of  allowing  the 
accounts  of  Kiram  Lewis   Frederick  dealing  and  H.  S.  Kelling. 

On  motion  the  following  accounts  were  allowed 

317.  Hiram  Lewis   for  Labor  $  13.20 

318.  Frederick  Fealing  for  Labor  5.00 

319.  K.S.  Kellogg  for  hardware  for 

Engine  Companies  13. 21 

320.  H.S.  Kellogg  for  hardware  for  & 

City  90.01    103.22  $121.42 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bids  and  proposals 
for  building  an  Engine  House  for  the  Invincible  ^ire  Company 
reported  that  Messrs  Hefferman,  Dunning,  and  Parker  made  the 
Lowest  bid  for  said  house.   The  amount  of  said  proposal  being 
$910  for  building  according  to  specifications,  and  $40  for  the 
first  Section  of  the  Cupola. 

Mr.  Karnes  moved 

That  the  contract  for  building  said  Engine  House  be 
awarded  to  Messrs  Hefferman,  Dunning  and  Parker.   Which  motion 
prevailed. 

Mr.  Seibert  moved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  put  a  cellar 
under  the  Engine  house  for  the  Invincible  Fire  Company. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved 

That  the  Market  Master  be  authorized  to  put  up  a  rack 
at  the  West  Market  House.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Avery  moved 

That  the  Market  Master  be  authorized  to  put  up  a  rack  at 
the  East  Market  House.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved 

That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  a  note  due 
from  the  City  to  Mr.  Campbell. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 


Mr.  Maguire  moved 

That  the  Assisstant  Civil  Engineer  be  allowed  three 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  his  services.   Which  motion 
prevailed. 

Mr  Maguire  presented  the  following  ordinance 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
relative  to  Pumps  on  Washington  Street"  ordained  22nd  August 
1853. 

Sec  1   3e  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,  That  the  Ordinance  passed  the  22nd  day  of  August 

1853  entitled  "An  Ordinance  relative  to  Pumps  on  Washington 
Street"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Avery  Boaz 
Dunlap,  3-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns  Keeley  Maguire  Nelson 
Pitts  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  negative  -  None. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved: 

That  the  Ordinance  in  relation  to  Theatres  Shows  etc 
be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Which 
motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Karns  moved 

That  the  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  licenseing  of 
omnibuses  hacks'  etc  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved 

That  the  Ordinance  and  the  amending  Ordinance  thereof  in 
relation  to  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  on  Washington 
Street  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned  to  meet  on  Friday  June  9th 

1854  at  Seven  Ofclock  P  M. 

Attest  James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk. 


Council  Chamber 
Friday  June  9  1354 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  Councilmen  except  Messrs  Eoaz,  Karns  and  Keeley. 
The  minutes  of  the  preeceeding  meet in  were  read  and  approved. 
A  report  was  received  from  the  City  Attorney  in  the  words 
and  figures  as  follows,  to  wit. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  enclosed 
Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  lighting 
certain  Streets  and  parts  of  Streets  in  the  City",  for  his 
opinion  as  to  its  valictity,  reports,  that  having  examined 
the  same  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  act  for  the  incorpor- 
ation of  Cities  approved  June  18,  1852,  and  which,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Common  Council  on  the  7th  day  of  March 
1853,  was  adopted  as  the  charter  of  the  City,  confers  no 
power  on  the  Common  Council  to  pass  such  an  Ordinance  as  the 
one  proposed.   The  Common  Council  have  the  power  to  pass  an 
ordinance  concerning  the  lighting  of  Streets  public  grounds 
and  buildings,  Sec  35,  P  26,  Act  June  13,  1352. 
But  said  act  does  not  give  them  the  authority  to  levy  a  tax 
for  that  specific  purpose,  nor  to  assess  the  cost  of  lighting 
the  same  on  the  owners  of  property  in  the  City,  or  a  long 
the  Streets  thus  lighted.   In  the  case  of  constructing  or 
altering  streets  and  taking  down  and  appropriating  buildings, 
the  said  act  provides  for  assessing  the  cost  upon  the  owners 
of  the  property  to  be  benefited  thereby,  Sec  58,  59,  60,    61. 

And  where  the  owners  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  line  of 
lots  bordering  on  any  street  or  alley  in  the  City,  or  a  part 
of  any  street  or  alley  not  less  than  one  whole  between  any 
two  streets  crossing  the  same  &c  petitions  the  Mayor  and 
Council  to  have  the  side  walks  graded  and  paved  or  the  whole 
width  of  the  street  graded,  or  graded  and  paved,  or  for 
either  kind  of  improvement,  or  altogether,  the  Common  Council 
may  cause  to  the  same  to  be  done  by  contract,  and  the  owners 
of  the  lots  bordering  on  such  street  are  liable  for  the 
payment  of  the  cost  of  said  improvement,  in  proportion  to  the 
length  of  the  line  of  the  lots  bordering  thereon,  and  owned 
by  them.   And  the  sums  so  assessed  may  be  collected  by  suit 
against  the  person  or  persons  refusing  to  pay  the  same. 
Se.  62,  63,  64,  65,  of' said  act. 

No  such  authority,  however,  is  conferred  in  case  of 
lighting  the  streets,  public  grounds  and  buildings.   If 
therefore  the  Council  see  proper  to  do  so,  the  expense  of 
such  lighting  must  be  defrayed  from  the  fund  arising  from 
the  general  tax  levied  and  collected  by  virtue  of  Section 
42,  of  said  act.  Respectfully  Submitted 

Napoleon  B  Taylor 
City  Attorney 


Mr.  Maguire  moved 

That  the  City  attorneys  report  be  spread  at  length  on  the 
minutes. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion 

The  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  light- 
ing certain  Streets  and  parts  of  Streets  in  the  City"  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dun lap  moved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  make  an  estimate 
of  a  permanent  Stone  culvert  across  Washington  Street  at 
Illinois  Street,  and  also  a  stone  culvert  across  Illinois 
Street  both  on  the  North  and  South  Sides  of  Washington  Street. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  have  the  right  to  make  suit- 
able gravelling  at  all  new  foot  bridges  where  it  is  necessary. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

Attest 

James  N.  Sweetser        James  ^cCready  Mayor 
City  Clerk 
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Council  Chamber 
Monday  June  19  1854 

The  Council  met  at  2  o'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the  Council- 
men  and  the  Mayor. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  the  following 
Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance 

Amendatory  of  an  Ordinance  in  relation  to  Theatres,  Shows  &c 
ordained  the  7th  of  November  1851. 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis, 
That  the  Sixth  Section  of  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  Theatres,  Shows  &c  ordained  the  7th  of  November 
1851  be  amended  as  follows  viz.  "That  the  compensation  to  be 
paid  for  licenses,  until  otherwise  ordered,  shall  be  as 
follows.   Ten  dollars  per  day,  or  night  for  any  theatrical 
performance  within  doors,  thirty  dollars  per  day  or  night  for 
a  circus  or  Menagerie,  and  five  dollars  per  day  or  night 
during  which  any  show,  exhibition  or  performance,  other  than  a 
theatrical  performance,  circus  or  Menagerie  shall  continue. 

Sec  2.   This  Ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
pv  ] L cation. 

Ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley  Dunlap  Graydon  Go  wan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley  Maguire 
Nelson,  Seibert  and  Truxsess   13 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported,  An  Ordinance  to 
prohibit  the  feeding  of  horses  within  certain  bounds  in  the 
City  of  Indianapolis.   On  the  reading  of  which  Mr.  G-raydon 
moved  that  Sec  1  be  amended  by  inserting  "or  Pennsylvania 
Street  between  Washington  and  Market  Streets.   Which  motion 
prevailed  and, 

The  following  Ordinance  -   An  Ordinance 

To  prohibit  the  feeding  of  horses  within  certain  bounds  in 
the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

Sec  1.   3e  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis.   That  it  shall  hereafter  be  unlawful  for  any 
person  to  feed  or  cause  to  be  fed  any  horse  or  horses,  or  oxen, 
on  Meridian  Street  between  Washington  Street  and  Circle  Street, 
or  on  Illinois  Street  between  Washington  Street  and  Market 
Street,  or  on  Pennsylvania  Street  between  Washington  and  Market 
Streets;  and  any  person  offending  e~ainst  the  provisions  of 
this  Ordinance,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor,  shall 
be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars. 
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Sec  2.   This  Ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
publication,  was  ordained  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  3oaz, 
Dunlap,  Gray  don,  Go  wan,  Karns  Keely  B.-Taguire  Nelson  &  Seibert 
10 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  an  ordinance  en- 
titled, "An  Ordinance  to  prohibit  the  erection  of  Wooden 
Buildings  within  certain  boundaries  in  Indianapolis  therein 
described. 

On  motion  said  Ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  an  ordinance 
entitled  "An  Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  Omnibuses  and 
other  Vehicles  kept  for  hire,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
good  order  at  Railroad  Stations. 

On  motion  said  ordinance  was  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  an  ordinance 
entitled  "An  Ordinance  explanatory  of  "An  Ordinance  for  the 
regulation  of  Omnibuses  and  other  Vehicles  kept  for  hire,  and 
to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  at  Railroad  Stations" 
passed  the  6th  of  March  1854. 

On  motion  Said  Ordinance  was  laid  on  table. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment stating  their  concurrence  with  the  Cheif  Fire' 
Engineer  in  recommending  the  purchase  of  Fire  Alarm  bells; 
and  they  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption. 

Resolved.,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  purchase 
immediately  for  the  use  of  the  City  Three  fire  alarm  bells, 
to  weigh  from  600  to  800  pounds  and  have  them  placed  on  the 
Marion  Engine  house,  Releif  Engine  house  and  Invincible 
Engine  house. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley  Dunlap  Gray don  Go wan  Jones  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr.  Boaz. 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed 

321.  C.W.  Furgason  &   Co    For  Blank  Books  $21.00 
22.  J.H.  Carey           Fainting  badges  for  Fire 

Engineer  5.00 

3.  Jacob  Sproul          Labor  1.87 

4.  H.  Morris            Labor  5.00 


5. 

R.  O'Neal 

Labor                    6.00 

6. 

H.  Lewis 

Labor                   12,00 

7. 

Patrick  Sullivan 

Labor                    6.00 

8. 

R.  Weeks 

Labor                    4.50 

S-9. 

Werden  &  Chamberlain 

Map  &c  for  School  Houses 
to  be  paid  out  of  School 
fund                     9 . 20 

$70.57 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption 

Resolved,  That  an  appropriation  be  made  sufficient  to 
erect  a  cupola  for  the  Western  Liberties  fire  Co.  to  be  built 
on  said  Companies  Engine  house  for  the  purpose  of  placing  a 
bell  therein. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap  Gray don  Go wan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire 
Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Union  Railroad  Company 
asking  control  of  a  part  of  Meridian  and  Illinois  Streets 
near  the  Union  Depot,  to  prevent  the  annoyance  to  paasengers 
occasioned  by  Hotel  and  Rail  Road  Runners. 

On  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary with  instructions  to  reoort  an  Ordinance  relating  there- 
to. 

The  following  petition  was  received 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis. 

The  undersigned  petition  your  honorable  body,  to  order, 
to  grade  and  gravel  at  the  expense  of  the  property  holders, 
the  sidewalks  in  front  of  their  property,  in  Goes  Subdivision 
Square  No  6  Indianapolis 

Charles  Mayer  204  feet  Illinois  Street 

^"eorge  F.  Meyer  84   "       "       " 
238   "       "       » 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted 
and  the  Engineer  advertise  for  bids.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  communication  was  received 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis  Gent 

In  enlarging  and  repairing  the  Canal  as  contemplated,  I 
will  have  a  large  am't  of  dirt  to  dispose  of.   If  you  have 
any  Streets,  walks,  or  lots  to  fill,  I  can  furnish  the  dirt 
at  any  point  convenient  to  the  canal  on  better  terms  than  you 
can  get  any  other  person  to  do  it  for.   Please  act  in  the 
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matter  if  you  have  any  such  work  to  do. 

Very  Respectfully 
Indianapolis  June  19  1854.  W.  D.  Sheppard 

On  Motion  the  communication  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  communication  was  received  from  J. P.  Chapman  asking  on 
behalf  of  the  Nurses  and  Pfcyeicianan  appropriation  of  $45.75 
to  pay  the  bills  of  said  applicants  for  attending  Mr.  Ferriter 
during  his  sickness  of  Small  pox. 

On  motion  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  consisting 
of  Messrs  Pitts  Nelson  and  Maguire. 

The  following  communication  was  received 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council.   Gent 

329.  I  have  the  work  of  Grading  and  Graveling  Market  Street 
nearly  done  and  would  ask  your  Honorable  body  to  authorize 
the  City  Engineer  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  and  also 
to  authorize  the  City  Clerk  to  pay  for  the  same  and  also  to 
authorize  me  to  collect  the  balance  from  the  property  holders 
on  said  Street,  it  will  take  one  day  &  a  half  to  finish  said 
work. 

Anthony  Lowman. 

Mr.  Karns  moved  that  the  petition  be  granted.   Which  motion 
prevailed. 

A  petition  was  received  from  property  holders  on  Illinois 
Street  asking  the  Council  to  have  the  gutters  on  said  street 
cleaned  out.   Mr.  Maguire  offered  a  preamble  resolution  for 
adoption,  upon  the  reading  of  which,  Mr.  Karns  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting  "and  all  graded  Streets  where  gutters  were  made" 
upon  the  reading  of  which  amendment  Mr.  Seibert  moved  to  amend 
by  adding  the  words  "crossing  Washington  Street.   Which  motions 
did  not  prevail.   And  the  following  original  preamble  resolution. 

Whereas  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  our  Streets 
are  graded  a  very  large  amount  of  drainage  is  thrown  on 
Illinois  Street,  which  having  but  little  fall,  passes  the 
water  slowly  even  when  unobstructed;  and  whereas  the  collection 
of  filth  and  mud  at  this  season  of  the  year,  in  so  central 
a  portion  of  the  City,  may  be  extensively  prejudicial  to 
health,  therefore 

Resolved,   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  required  to 
cause  the  gutters  on  Illinois  Street  where  mud  and  water 
collect,  to  be  cleaned  out  at  least  once  a  month  during  the 
Summer  months,  and  that  as  often  as  may  be  necessary  to  pro- 
mote the  drainage  of  the  water  through  the  said  gutters,  he 
cause  such  obstructions  as  may  be  thrown  upon  them  ay   the 
natural  wash  to  be  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  City,  and 
Such  as  may  be  placed  there  by  Individuals  at  the  expense  of 


the  individuals  causing  them. 

Was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley  Dunlap  Graydon  Gowan,  Jones  Karns  Keeley,  Maguire 
Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess   14 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,   That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
police  force  of  the  City  and  also  as  to  the  amount  of  cost. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz, 
Colley  Dunlap  Gray don  Gowan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire 
Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  negative  -  None. 

Mr.  Keeley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  requested  to 
have  the  gutter  on  the  North  Side  of  Washington  Street  between 
New  Jersey  and  East  Streets  repaired. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap  Graydon  Gowan  Jones  Karns  Keeley,  Maguire 
Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

The  following  report  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

^he  undersigned  to  whom  v/as  referred  the  City  Treasurers 
report  for  one  month  ending  May  31,  1854  report  tht       the 
vouchers  agree  with  the  Statement  of  orders  and  claims  paid 
by  him  for  said  month. 

His  exhibit  shows  the  amount  of  School  Fund  subject  to  order 
in  his  hand  at  the  end  of  said  month  to  be  $4,409.02 

and  the  amount  of  the  general  fund  in  his  bands 
at  said  time  subject  to  warrant  to  be  $1,505.37 

Respy 

James  McCready  Mayor 
James  N.  Sweetser  City  Clerk 


Mr.  G-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,   That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  reset 
the  grade  stakes,  for  the  gutter  on.   the  North  Side  of  Wash- 
ington Street,  between  Pennsylvania  Street  and  Meridian 
Street  sufficiently  high  to  drain  the  same,  and  have  the 
gutter  rebouldered  accordingly. 

Which  was  lost  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  G-raydon 
Jones  Karns  Keeley  &  Maguire   5 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz  Colley  Dunlap 

G-owan  Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess.  9 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  survey  the 
gutter  between  Pennsylvania  and  Meridian  Streets  on  the  North 
Side  of  Washington  Street  and  report  the  same  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,   That  the  City  Engineer  be  requested  to  ex- 
amine Washington  Street  opposite  Square  No  52  North  Side 
and  report  at  our  next  meeting  as  to  the  best  means  to  abate 
a  nuisance  in  said  Washington  Street  caused  by  standing  water. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Colley 
Dunlap   Go wan  Jones  Keeley  Maguire  Nelson  Pitts  Seibert 
and  Truxsess.   11 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Boaz  Graydon  and  Karns. 

Mr.  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,   That  the  City  Attorney  be  authorized  to  en- 
quire into  the  condition  of  that  part  of  Maryland  Street 
laying  between  Delaware  Street  and  East  Street  and  report  to 
the  Council  as  soon  as  convenient  if  said  portion  of  Maryland 
Street  thus  laying  between  said  East  and  Delaware  Streets  can 
be  Lawfully  opened. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap  G-raydon  G-owan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire 
Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess.   14 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 


Mr.  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  required  to 
make  a  gravel  walk  across  Market  Street  from  the  sidewalk 
on  the  West  side  of  the  State  House  Square,  to  the  sidewalk 
on  the  west  side  of  the  next  Square  north,  and  also  to  gravel 
the  Sidewalks  from  the  termination  of  the  ground  owned  by  the 
State  to  the  West  I.Iarket  House. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery  Boaz 
Colley  Dunlap  G-owan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire  Nelson 
Pitts  Seibert  and  Tru;Xsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
make  a  gravel  walk  from  the  North  west  end  of  Virginia 
Avenue  to  the  corner  of  Pennsylvania  and  Washington  Streets. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz  Colley 
Dunlap  Gowan  Jones  Karns  Keeley  Maguire  Nelson  Pitts 
Seibert  and  Truxsess.         12 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  School  houses  are  hereby 
authorized  to  contract  for  fencing  in  all  the  City  School  Lots 
and  also  divide  said  Lots  by  a  partition  fence  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  male  and  female  scholars. 

On  motion  said  resolution  was  Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved 

That  the  Market  Master  put  up  posts  at  the  end  of  the 
Market  Houses  to  protect  the  pavements.   Which  motion  prevailed, 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved 
330.   That  for  his  services  in  detecting  incendiaries,  John 
Wilson  be  paid  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  the  amount  of  the 
reward  which  the  Mayor  was  heretofore  authorized  to  offer 
for  such  purpose.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  to  the  Council  that  he  adver- 
tised for  proposals  to  grade  and  gravel  the  side  walk  on 
North  side  of  Maryland  Street  between  Tennesse  and  Mississipi 
Streets  and  to  gravel  the  ground  around  the  East  Market 
house,  and  to  extend  the  culvert  across  Washington  Street  at 
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Illinois  Street  accompanying  the  report  were  the  following  bids 
Robert  Harbinson  proposed  to  grade  the  side  walk  on  North  side 
of  Maryland  between  Tennessee  and  Mississipi  Streets  for  25  cts 
per  cubic  yard,  and  to  do  the  gravelling  for  55  cts  per  cubic 
yard. 

Mr.  Jones  moved 

That  the  contract  for  grading  and  gravelling  said  Maryland 
Street  be  awarded  to  Robert  Herbison.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Robert  Herbison  also  proposed  to  gravel  the  ground  around 
the  ^ast  arket  House  for  62  cents  per  yard. 

Mr.  Karns  Moved 

That  the  contract  for  gravelling  around  the  East  Market 
House  be  awarded  to  Robert  Herbison.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

William  Hamelin  proposed  to  pave  and  gravel  the  gutter  on 
Illinois  Street  on  the  following  terms  for  paving  with  Vernon 
Stone  per  superficial  foot.,,  including  gravel  17  cents  and  for 
excavating  per  superficial: ~Xoo.t'    .-••  •  '•;<   ,  25  cents 

Constany  Vanoney  an<2  > Anton  ■  L-ahman  prop ors-.ed  to  gravel  and 
pave  said  gutter  on  the  .following  terms,  for  grading  the 
gutter  24  cents  per  yar^I,  .and  tt or' .piavang  18  cents  per  foot. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  said  bills  be  refered  to  the  Civil 
Engineer  with  instructions  to  consult  the  property  holders 
about  the  expense.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  an  estimate  of  a  stone  culvert 
across  Illinois  Washington  and  Kentucky  Streets  to  amount 
to  the  sum  total  of  $2,110.25 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned  until  half  pas  seven  P  M. 
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Evening  Session 

Council  Chamber 
Monday  June  19  1354 

The  Council  met  at  half  past  seven  O'clock  P  M.   Present 
the  Mayor  and  all  the  Councilmen  except  Mr.  Colley. 

Accounts  allowed 

329.   Hannaman  &   Duzan.    Lard  Oil  for  M  Fire  Co       $1.00 

On  motion  the  Ordinances  were  taken  from  the  table. 

The  following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance 
To  prohibit  the  erection  of  Wooden  Buildings  within  certain 
boundaries  in  Indianapolis  therein  described. 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person 
or  persons  to  erect  or  cause  to  be  erected,  on  any  lot  or 
part  of  lot,  lying  between  East  Street  and  the  Canal  and 
Market  Street  and  Maryland  Street  so  far  as  Maryland  Street 
extends,  and  afterwards  between  Market  Street  and  the  Alley 
South  of  Washington  Street,  any  building,  or  addition  to  any 
building  before  erected  (privies  excepted)   unless  the  outer 
walls  thereof  shall  be  composed  entirely  of  brick  or  stone 
and  mortar;  and  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  violate  this 
Ordinance,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in  any 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  nor  less  than  ten  dollars, 
and  in  the  further  sum  of  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for 
each  and  every  day   Such  prohibited  building  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  suffered  to  remain  after  conviction  as  aforesaid, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Marshall  to  remove  any  build- 
ing or  addition  to  any  building  which  may  be  erected  contrary 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Ordinance. 

Sec  2.   Whenever  hereafter  any  frame  building  heretofore 
erected  within  the  limits  aforesaid  shall  be  removed,  the  same 
shall  not  be  re-located  within  said  limits,  but  shall  be  re- 
moved without  the  same,  and  the  relocation  of  any  frame  build- 
ing within  the  limits  aforesaid,  shall  be  punished  in  the 
sane  manner  as  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  and  shall  be 
removed  in  like  manner. 

Sec  3.   The  Ordinance  passed  the  3d  day  of  November  1851, 
entitled  "An  Ordinance  to  prohibit  the  erection  of  Wooden 
Buildings  on  Washington  Street'*  and  the  Ordinance  amendatory 
to  the  same  passed  the  5th  day  of  September  1853,  are  hereby 
repealed.   Provided  however,  that  their  repeal  shall  not  affect 
any  proceedings  commenced  under  the  authority  of  the  said 
Ordinances. 


Sec  4.   This  Ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
publication  was  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Dunlap,  Gray don,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert,  and  Truxsess.    13 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

The  following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance 

For  the  regulation  of  Omnibuses  and  other  vehicles  kept  for 
hire,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  at  Rail  Road 
Stations. 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indiana- 
polis.  That  every  owner  of  one  or  more  Omnibuses,  Hackney 
Coaches,  Drays,  Carts,  Wagons,  and.  all  other  vehicles  kept 
for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  freight  and  other 
articles  to  or  from  any  Rail  Road  Depot  within  this  City  for 
hire  or  pay  before  the  same  are  used,  shall  present  to  the 
Mayor  a  statement  in  writing,  designating  his  or  her  name 
and  residence,  and  the  kind  of  vehicle  intended  to  be  used. 

Sec  2.   That  upon  the  receipt  of  such  statement  the  Mayor 
shall  register  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose 
and  keep  such  statement  on  file,  and  shall  designate  the 
number  to  be  affixed  to  such  vehicle,  proceeeding  from  Number 
one,  and  shall  issue  a  certificate  thereof  to  such  owner. 

Sec  3.   Each  transfer  of  such  vehicle  and  each  change  of 
residence  of  the  owner,  within  two  days  thereafter,  shall  be 
notified  in  writing  to  the  Mayor  who  shall  register  the  same 
in  the  book  named  in  Section  two,  and  keep  said  notice  on 
file  and  issue  a  certificate  thereof  to  the  owner. 

Sec  4.   The  owner  of  every  vehicle  embraced  in  this 
Ordinance  shall  forthwith  cause  the  number  designated  by 
the  Mayor  to  be  affixed  and  preserved  in  plain  and  prominent 
figures  on  a  conspicuous  part  of  such  vehicle. 

Sec  5.   That  the  Mayor  shall  receive  from  such  owner 
twenty  five  cents  for  each  certificate  and  entry  made  in 
conformity  with  this  Ordinance. 

Sec.  6.   And  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  good 
order,  at  the  several  rail  road  passenger  stations  in  this 
City.  -  It  is  further  ordained  that  the  officer  exercising 
the  power  of  a  police  officer  at  the  Union  Depot  under  the 
appointment  or  Sanction  of  the  Common  Council,  or  in  his 
absence,  the  City  Marshall  or  his  deputy  shall  have,  and  he  is 
hereby  invested  with  authority  to  prescribe  the  place  where 
each  omnibus  or  other  carriage  engaged  in  carrying  passengers 


to  or  from  said  depot,  shall  be  located,  while  running  thereat.1 
to  keep  the  streets  bordering  thereon,  open  sufficiently  for 
the  passage  of  persons  and  carriages,  and  the  driver  of  every 
such  omnibus  or1  other  carriage  shall  conform  to  the  directions 
of  such  officer  in  the  particulars  aforesaid,  and  the  powers 
herein  conferred  upon  said  officer,  are  conferred  upon  the 
superintendant  of  each  Railroad  passenger  Station  in  this  City 
at  which  no  police  officer  of  the  City  is  present. 

Sec  7.   Any  person  who  shall  violate  an}'  regulation  herein 
ordained,  shall  be  fined  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor, 
in  any  sum  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  more  than  thirty 
dollars. 

Sec  8.   It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  at  any  rail- 
road passenger  station  in  this  City,  at  a  time  when  passengers 
are  arriving  or  departing  therefrom,  to  use  towards  any  other 
person  or  persons,  any  angry,  abusive  or  threatning  language, 
or  to  utter  in  the  hearing  of  any  other  persons,  any  loud  or 
filthy  words  of  discourse  -  and  any  person  offending  against 
the  provisions  of  this  Section  shall  on  conviction  thereof  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars. 

Sec  9.   It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  engaged  in 
transporting  passengers  for  hire,  within  this  City  in  any 
vehicle  embraced  in  this  Ordinance  to  demand  or  receive  as 
compensation  therefor,  more  than  twenty  five  cents  for  each 
passenger,  with  usual  kind  of  baggage,  not  exceeding  100 
pounds  to  any  part  of  the  City  -  and  any  person  offending 
against  the  provisions  of  this  Section,  shall  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  fined  ten  fold  the  amount  of  the  excess  so  de- 
manded or  received. 

Sec.  10.  The  City  Marshall  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
City  police  shall  arrest  with  or  without  process  and  bring 
before  the  Mayor  all  persons  who,  in  their  presence,  shall 
violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance. 

Sec  11.   The  Ordinance  on  this  subject  passed  the  6th  of 
March  1854,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  amount  collected  for 
license  under  that  Ordinance,  except  25  cents  in  case  which 
shall  be  retained  for  giving  the  Certificate,  shall  stand  to 
the  credit  of  the  individuals  from  whom  it  was  collected,  to 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  their  taxes. 

Sec  12.   This  Ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage 

Was  Ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Dunlap,  3-raydon,  G-owan,  Karns,  Keeley,  Pitts,  Seibert  and 
Tru3Eess.    10 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Jones,  Maguire  and  Nelson.    3 


581 


Mr,  Maguire  moved 

That  the  resolution  authorizing  the  City  Clerk  to  pur- 
chase Three  Fire  Alarm  bells  for  the  use  of  the  City,  be 
reconsidered. 

And 

On  demand  for  the  calling  of  the  Ayes  and  Nays  the  motion 
prevailed  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Dunlap,  G-owan,  Jones  Keeley,  Maguire,  &  Nelson.    8 

In  the  Negative  are,  Messrs  Gray don,  Karns,  Pitts,  Seibert, 
and  Truxsess.    5 

On  motion 

Said  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  till  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be. instructed  to 
draw  up  an  Ordinance  requiring  owners  of  dogs  and  bitches  to 
have  the  number  of  dogs  owned  by  them  registered,  and  placing 
on  each  a  collar  &c  and  also  providing  for  the  killing  of 
those  by  the  Marshall  that  are  not  so  exempt  by  collar  or 
other  mark  as  may  be  provided  by  the  ordinance  thus  contem- 
plated. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
G-owan,  Jones  Karns  Nelson  Pitts   Seibert  and  Truxsess.   9 
In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Keeley.    3 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  N.  Sweetser,  City  Clerk. 


Special  Meeting 

Common  Council  Chamber 
June  2?   1354 

The  Council  met  upon  the  call  of  the  Mayor.   Present  the 
President  and  all  the  Councilmen  except  Messrs  Colley  Dunlap 
and  G-raydon.   A  communication  was  received  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Cincinnati  inviting  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
to  participate  in  the  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  first 
division  of  the  Ohio  &  Mississipi  Rail  Road.   Also  an  in- 
vitation was  received  from  the  Vice  President  of  Madison, 
Indianapolis  and  Peru  R  Road  Co.  to  ride  in  the  cars  of  said 
road  to  North  Vernon  free  of  charge. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence of  New  Albany  inviting  the  Councilmen  to  participate 
in  the  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  Rail  Road  to 
Michigan  City. 

Mr.  Karns  offered  the  following  resolutions 

Resolved,   That  we  cheerfully  accept  the  invitation 
tendered  by  the  City  Council  of  Cincinnati  to  attend  the 
celebration  of  the  opening  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississipi  Rail 
Road  to  Seymour  to  be  held  at  Cincinnati  on  Thursday  the 
29th  instant,  and  that  we  will  proceed  on  Thursday  morning 
to  participate  in  the  said  celebration. 

Resolved,   That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Managers 
of  the  Madison  Indianapolis  and  Peru  Rail  Road  for  the 
polite  invitation  extended  to  us  to  take  a  free  ride  in 
their  cars  to  the  point  it   intersection  with  the  Ohio  and 
Mississipi  Rail  Road  Company. 

Adopted  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery   Boaz, 
G-ov/an,  Jones,  Karns  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Seibert  and 
Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr.  Pitts. 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

Attest  James  N.  Sweets er         James  McCready  Mayor 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
July  3  1854 

The  Council  met  at  2  o'clock  P  M.  Present  the  Mayor  and  all 
the  Coancilmen  except  Messrs  Avery,  G-raydon,  Keeley  and  Trux- 
eess.  The  Treasurers  monthly  report  was  received  and  on  mo- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Mayor,  City  Clerk  and  the  Committee 
on  accounts  for  examination. 

a  report  was  received  from  the  Civil  Engineer  stating 
his  refusal  to  award  the  contract  for  grading  the  gutter  on  the 
North  side  of  Washinggon  Street  between  Illinois  and  Tennesse 
Streets  to  Vanoney  &  Lohman  at  24  cents  per  cubic  yard,  and 
at  Hamlins  price  17  cents  per  superficial  foot  for  paving 
unless  all  the  property  owners  would  agree  to  pay  their  re- 
spective proportions.  Upon  the  reading  of  which  -  Mr.  Ma- 
guire  moved  that  the  Engineer  award  the  contract  to  the  best 
bidder.  Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  City  Engineer  reported  that  Robert  Herbison  refused 
to  sign  the  contract  for  gravelling  round  the  East  Market  House, 
but  was  willing  to  do  so  provided  the  Council  would  agree  to 
pay  one  half  the  amount  in  cash  $124.  and  for  the  other  half 
he  would  accept  corporation  orders. 

Mr.  Karns  moved  that  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  ad- 
vertise for  proposals  to  gravel  round  the  East  Market  House 
upon  the  refusal  of  Robert  Herbison  to  sign  the  contract. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  that  Messrs  Parker,  Hefferman  & 
Dunning  refused  to  subscribe  a  contract  and  Bond  for  erecting 
an  Engine  House  on  the  East  side  of  New  Jersey  Street,  assign- 
ing as  the  reason,  that  they  expected  payment  in  cash.  Mr. 
Karns  moved  that  said  contract  be  awarded  to  the  next  best 
bicder  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  three  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Avery,  Karns  &   Nelson  and  the  City  Engineer. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Citfll  Engineer  reported  the  estimate  for  building  a 
Bridge  over  Pogues  run  on  Noble  Street  to  amount  to  the  sum 
total  of  $420.40. 
On  motion  said  report  was  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  City  Engineer  reported  that  he  examined  Washington 
Street  opposite  Square  52  and  observed  the  filling  between 
side  walk  and  macadamizing  of  the  Street  opposite  Lot  No  7 
in  said  Square  to  be  about  a  foot  too  high,  which  causes 
water  to  stagnate  on  the  Street  East  of  said  Lot.  He  also 
recommended  to  the  Council,  to  order  the  side  of  said  Street, 
where  high  to  be  reduced  and  where  low  to  be  raised,  and  also 
to  order  a  ditch  to  be  made  between  Mississippi  Street  and 
the  Canal,  and 
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the  Lafayette  Rail  Road  Company  to  make  a  Culvert  under  their 
track  to  carry  off  the  water  from  the  ditch  to  the  Canal. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved 

That  said  report  be  accepted  and  the  Engineer  have  the 
stakes  set  and  the  Street  Commissioner  have  the  work  done  in 
the  manner  recommended  in  the  Report. 

Which  motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote.   Upon  a 
rising  vote  four  councilmen  voted  in  the  affirmative  and 
four  in  the  Negative,  whereupon  the  Mayor  cast  his  vote  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Colley  moved 

That  the  vote  on  said  motion  be  reconsidered.   Which 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  that  he  surveyed  the  gutter 
on  North  Side  of  Washington  between  Pennsylvania  and  Meridian 
Streets,  and  ascertained  that  the  gutter  between  said  Streets 
had  a  fall  of  eighteen  inches.   The  stagnant  water  is  caused 
by  a  depression  in  the  paving  at  the  pumps,  and  the  paving 
between  the  lower  pump  and  Meridian  Street  being  an  inch  and 
a  half  above  the  regular  grade  of  the  gutter. 

Mr.  Karns  moved 

That  the  low  places  be  rebouldered  and  the  high  points 
be  cut  down  at  the  expense  of  the  City. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Judiciary 
under  a  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  Police  force  of  the  City,  and 
also  the  probable  cost  of  such  increase.   They  reported  that 
there  is  no  question  as  to  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
force,  if  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  in  view  of  various 
and  pres&ng  claims,  will  admit  of  it.   The  expense  per  annum 
for  a  watchman  to  each  ward  would  be  not  less  than  $2500  and 
for  two  to  each  ward  not  less  than  $5000. 

On  motion  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Judicary  Committee  reported  an  Ordinance  entitled 
"An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  relative  to  Nuisances 
and  other  offences  against  the  police  of  the  City  of  Indiana- 
polis approved  April  90  1852. 

Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  amendments  To  Sec  1  by 
inserting  the  words,  "and  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  25  cts 
for  each  dog  so  registered  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner 


Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Gowan, 
Jones,  Karns,  Nelson  Pitts,  and  Seibert. 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Boaz,  Dunlap  and  Maguire. 

Mr  Pitts  offered  an  amendment  by  adding  Sec.  2  which  reads, 
"as  follows   Sec  2  "And  after  this  Ordinance  shall  have  been 
published  for  one  month  the  Marshall  shall  kill  all  dogs 
running  at  large  in  contravention  to  this  Ordinance  and  shall 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  50  cents  for  each  dog  killed  end  conveyed 
out  side  the  City  limits. 
Which  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Gowan, 
Karns,  Pitts,  and  Seibert. 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Eoaz,  Dunlap  &  Maguire. 

On  motion  said  Ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved 

That  the  President  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  Pitcher 
and  one  dozen  tumblers  for  the  use  of  the  Council. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  account  of  J.  Davis  &  Co.  amounting  to  $518.40  for 
cistern  plates  and  tubes  was  presented  for  allowance. 

Mr.  Pitts  moved 

That  the  account  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
cisterns  with  instructions  to  enquire  by  what  authority  they 
were  ordered. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 


332. 

Richard  Weeks 

for  Labor 

|  25. 

06 

333. 

August  Richtep 

11   Labor 

12. 

50 

334. 

August  Laseyman 

Labor 

11. 

25 

335. 

John  Sears 

Labor 

2, 

50 

336. 

Hiram  Lewis 

Labor. 

20, 

00 

337. 

Michael  Morris 

Labor 

7. 

50 

338. 

John  Harman 

Labor 

•: 

50 

339. 

Wm  Luney 

Labor 

3. 

75 

40. 

Wm  Raffred 

Labor 

5. 

00 

41. 

Patrick  Mahoney 

Labor 

3, 

12 

42. 

R.  O'Neal 

Labor 

31. 

67 

43. 

Patrick  Sullivan 

Labor. 

20. 

62 

44. 

J  S  Dunlap 

Rent  of 

Counc. 

LI 

Chamber  3 

monts  to 

June 

30 

1854 

45, 

00 

$190. 

;; 

The  Judiciary  Committee  reported,  "An  Ordinance  to  protect 
travellers  from  the  insults  and  misrepresentations  of  Hotel 
and  passenger  runners  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  it  was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and  laid  on  the 
table  till  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Colley  on  behalf  of  Wm  Paine  asked  releif  from  the 
payment  of  the  full  amount  of  the  estimate  against  him  for 
the  improvement  of  Market  Street. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved 

That  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets 
and  alleys.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Colley  moved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Lohman  in  front  of  Lots  No  9  &  10  on 
Market  Street. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Special  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  act  in  connexion  with  the  city  attorney 
in  reference  to  the  location  of  the  canal  through  the  City. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  act  in  connexion  with  the 
City  Attorney,  to  enquire  into  and  report  to  said  council, 
the  conditions  upon  which  the  Central  Canal  was  located  in 
this  City,  and  if  the  conditions  have  been  complied  with 
report,  that  having  examined  the  subject,  in  connexion  with 
the  City  Attorney,  they  have  been  unable  to  find  any  act  of 
the  Legislature  expressly  directing  the  construction  of  said 
Canal,  as  constructed,  through  said  City,  but  the  internal 
improvement  act  passed  in  1836  authorizing  the  board  of 
Internal  Improvements  to  select  such  route,  as  they  might 
deem  most  practicable,  for  said  canal,  and  to  enter  upon 
the  lands  &c,  and  made  Indianapolis  a  point  in  their  line 
of  said  Canal.   They  have  also  examined  the  City  Records  and 
find  no  action  on  the  subject,  nor  is  there  any  thing  in 
reference  thereto  on  the  Records  of  the  corporate  authorities 
of  the  town  of  Indianapolis.   Your  committee  are  therefore, 
of  the  opinion  that  it  was  under  this  general  authority, 
given  to  said  board  of  internal  improvement  by  said  act  of 
1836,  that  said  canal  was  located  and  constructed  through 
the  City  of  Indianapolis.   This  Canal  formed  a  part  of  a 
great  system  of  public  works  contemplated  and  undertaken  by 
the  State.   It  was  intended  for  the  public  use  -  for  the 
purposes  of  navigation  -  to  afford  increased  facilities  for 
commerce,  and  to  build  up  and  sustain  manufactories.   It  was 
to  be  a  State  work  The  State  prosecuted  this  work  for  a  short 


time  -  then  abandoned  it  as  a  public  work,  and  sold  the  portion 
partially  completed  to  private  individuals  -  imposing  no  con- 
ditions as  to  the  purpose  for,  or  the  manner  in,  which  it 
should  be  used,  and  without  binding  them  to  the  completion  of 
the  same  as  originally  contemplated.   When  property  is  granted 
or  taken  for  a  particular  purpose  and  that  purpose  fails  or 
is  abandoned  -  the  property  reverts  to  the  grantee,  or  to  the 
person  from  whom  taken  for  such  particular  purpose.   There  is 
an  implied  condition  that  the  property  shall  be  applied  to 
that  purpose,  and  whenever  the  use  is  changed  or  abandoned 
this  implied  condition  is  broken.   Your  committee  are  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  the  conditions  upon  which  said,  canal  was 
located  in  this  City  have  not  been  complied  with,  but  that 
they  have  been  violated  in  every  respect,  and  the  principal 
object  and  design  of  the  said  work  wholly  abandoned. 

W  H  Jones     ) 

S  A  Colley    )  Committee 

George  W  Pitts) 

The  following  report  from  the  City  Clerk  was  accepted. 

City  Clerks  report  of  the  General  Fund  for  three  months 
ending  June  30th  1854 

Amount  in  Treasury  subject  to  warrant  April  1st   $2525.65 
Receipts  from  Licenses  &  collections  on 

duplicate  of  1853  971.00 

$3496.~65 
Amount  of  warrants  issued  from  April  1st  to 
June  30th  $5274.64 


Bal  of  warrants  over  cash  in  Treasury  $1677.99 

School  Fund 

Amount  in  Treasury  Subject  to  warrant  Apl  1st     $6416.62 

Receipts  from  Apl  1st  to  June  30th  240.50 

$6657.12 
Amount  of  warrants  issued  from  Apl  1st  to 

June  30  3545.37 


$3111.75 

Deduct  Treasurers  percentage  481.37 

Bal  in  Treasury  $2630.38 

James  N  Sweetser,  City  Clerk 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Free  Schools  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 

Gentlemen 

The  Trustees  of  the  Free   Schools  of  the  City  of  Indian- 
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apolis  respectfully  submit  the  following  report, for  the  con- 
sideration of  your  honorable  body.  The  accompanying  documents 
(Numbered  from  1  to  3  inclusive)  exhibit  the  operations  of 
these  Schools  during  the  course  of  the  terms  which  have  just 
been  brought  to  a  close.  Of  the  School  Fund, there  remained 
in  the  Treasury,  on  the  30th  of  June  1854,  an  unexpended 
balance  amounting  to  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Six  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  and  thirty  eight  cents.  Notwithstanding  the 
continual  presence  of  some  adverse  influences,  the  Trustees 
have  observed  with  pleasure,  a  steady  improvement  of  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  Free  Schools  of  Indianapolis,  and 
the  experience  of  the  undersigned  has  forced  upon  their  minds 
the  conviction  that  these  Schools  may  soon  be  placed  at  the 
heed  of  the  first  rank  of  those  institutions  which  are  de- 
signed to  impart  to  the  youth  of  this  city,  the  elements  of  a 
sound  and  thorough  education.  The  accompanying  documents  show, 
that  during  the  last  quarter  1146  chil  dren  enjoyed  school 
nriviledges  in  the  Free  Schools  of  Indianapolis.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  more  than  one  half  of  our  schools  are  of  the 
smaller  class  and  only  attend  during  the  first  fall  and  last 
spring  terms-  But  during  the  winter  months  our  schools  were 
equally  crowded  with  apprentices  and  those  who  had  other 
callings  in  the  milder  seasons,  and  we  may  safely  assume  that 
not  less  than  1600  pupils  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  our 
free  system  in  the  course  of  the  last  year.  In  order  to  meet 
the  demands  of  rapidly  increasing  population,  it  has  become 
necessary  to  provide  gradually,  additional  School  room  for 
the  accomodation  of  the  children  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  priviledges  and  benefits  of  the  Free 
Schools.  Without  incurring  an  unreasonably  large  expenditure 
of  money,  the  City  authorities  can,  we  believe,  accomplish 
this  very  desirable  object,  by  renting,  temporarily,  one 
building  suitable  for  a  School  house,  by  making  provisions 
for  erecting,  without  unnecessary  delay,  two  new  School 
houses,  and  enlarging,  and  improving,  successively,  the  badly 
constructed  School  houses  in  the  first, third, fifth,  and 
seventh  wards.  These  improvements  if  completed,  will  be 
sufficient  to  accomodate  in  the  ward  schools,  at  least  2000 
children.  A  proper  location  for  one  of  the  new  School  houses 
may  be  selected  in  the  north  eastern  part  of  the  City,  and 
the  site  of  the  other  may  be  fixed  in  the  southeastern  part, 
or  at  some  point  east  of  the  Court  house  Square,  west  of  New 
Jersey  Street,  and  between  Market  and  Maryland  Streets.  If 
a  school  house  were  established  within  the  boundaries  last 
named,  or  in  the  Block  south  of  the  Court  house,  it  would  be 
in  a  convenient  position  to  releive  the  pressure  of  scholars 
in  the  schools  of  the  first, second, sixth  and  seventh  wards. 
If  a  suitable  house  cannot  be  obtained, on  rent, in  that  quarter 
of  the  City,  the  Trustees  recommend  the  purchase  of  a  lot, 
and  the  building  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  of  a 
school  house  thereon,  sufficiently  large  to  accomodate,  at 
least  three  hundred  pupils.  The  Trustees  recommend,  also, 
the  purchase  of  some  lot  lying  in  the  Northeastern  part  of 
the  City,  on  which  lot  a  similar  building  may  be  erected  be- 
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fore  the  close  of  the  year  1S55.   If  these  suggestions  shall 
fail  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  then,  the 
Trustees  respectfully  request  the  Council  to  order  that  second 
stories  shall  be  erected,  during  the  present  season,  on   the 
first  and  seventh  ward  school  houses,  and  to  authorize  the 
making  of  similar  improvements  in  the  course  of  next  year,  on 
the  free  School  houses  in  the  third  and  fifth  wards.   The  cost 
of  building  and  furnishing  two  new  School  houses,  including 
the  price  of  the  lots,  is  estimated  at  the  sum  of  $12,000 
and  the  amount  required  to  enlarge  and  improve  the  School 
houses  of  the  first,  third,  fifth,  and  seventh  wards,  ie"  esti- 
mated at  $4,500.   The  several  lots  on  which  the  Ward  School 
houses  now  stand,  should  be  inclosed  by  neat  and  substantial 
fences,  and  every  lot  should  be  divided  into  two  parts  by 
suitable  partition  fences  -  so  that  the  play  grounds  of  the 
males  and  females  may  be  seperate.   In  addition  to  these 
proposed  improvements,  a  few  shade  trees  and  some  shrubbery 
ought  to  be  planted  on  every  ward  school  lot.   It  is  beleived 
that  an  additional  corporation  tax  of  ten  cents  on  every  one 
hundred  dollars  of  the  amount  of  the  City  assessment  will, 
without  borrowing  funds,  be  sufficient  to  make  the  proposed 
improvements,  and  to  maintain  the  schools  throughout  the 
year,  and  we  recommend  that  such  additional  tax  be  levied. 
We  recommend  also  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  person  to 
take  in  pursuance  of  law,  an  enumeration  of  the  children  who 
reside  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation.   The  expediency 
of  supporting  a  Central  High  School  is  no  longer  questionable 
and  the  Trustees  entertain  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  policy 
of  maintaining  at  least  one  public  school  in  each  ward  of  the 
City.   This  policy,  while  it  places  school  houses   convenient- 
ly within  the  reach  of  the  great  number  fo  small  children  is 
well  calculated  to  promote  the  growth  of  a  beneficial  spirit 
of  emulation  among  the  teachers  and  the  scholars  of  the 
different  Ward  Schools.   In  addition  to  these  benefits,  it 
gives  to  each  Ward  School  the  advantage  of  a  local  partiality 
among  the  citizens  of  the  Ward  in  which  it  is  situated,  and 
it  affords  to  the  Citizens  of  the  several  Wards,  favorable 
opportunities  of  observing  the  management  and  progress  of 
their  Schools.   A  good  system  of  public  instruction  is  not  a 
burden  on  the  p eople  who  support  it.   It  is  in  its  nature 
remunerative.   The  steady  support  of  good  public  schools  in 
any  community,  will  attract  to  such  a  community  a  good  class 
of  citizens,  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  industrial  arts, 
and  advance  the  moral,  religious,  and  intellectual  condition 
of  the  people.   These  are  interests  which  no  good  citizen  has 
a  right  to  disregard.   But  if  there  were  neither  moral,  nor 
political,  nor  religious  obligations  resting  upon  the  citizens, 
and  requiring  them  to  support  good  free  schools,  still,  as  a 
mere  financial  question,  it  would  be  a  profitable  policy  to 
support  them.   Good  primary  institutions  of  learning  while  they 
contribute  their  powerful  influence  to  the  improvement  of  the 
social  condition  of  the  population  of  a  growing  City,  conduce, 
also,  to  the  augmentation  of  the  trade  and  the  general  buisness 
of  such  a  City,  and  to  the  increase  of  the  value  of  the  real 


estate  within  its  limits,  and.  in  this  way,  they  invariably 
remunerate  the  citizens  by   whom  they  are  founded  and  maintained, 
During  the  short  period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Free  School  System  of  Indianapolis,  a  number  of 
persons,  who  reside  out  of  the  limits  of  the  corporations 
have  transferred  to  the  City  the  right  to  tax  their  property, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  priviledge  of  sending  their  children 
to  the  ward  schools.   Other  persons  during  the  same  period 
have  removed  from  different  parts  of  our  own  state  (and  from 
other  States)  and  have  built  or  rented  houses  in  this  City, 
to  avail  themselves  of  our  School  priviledges.   A  Sound  public 
sentiment  sanctions  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  of 
Indiana  which,  after  asserting  that  'knowledge  and  learning 
generally  diffused  throughout  a  community  are  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  a  free  government,"  declares  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  provide  by  law 
for  a  general  and  uniform  system  of  Common  Schools  "wherein 
tuition  shall  be  without  charge  and  equally  open  to  all" 
The  Legislature  has  by  the  passage  of  general  laws,  opened 
the  way  for  laying  the  foundations  of  such  a  system  of 
public  instruction,  and,  in  carrying  forward  this  great  work, 
which  is  calculated  to  affect  materially,  the  moral,  political, 
and  financial  condition  of  the  population  of  Indiana,  the 
citizens  of  the  seat  of  Government  should  not,  willingly, 
assume  and  occupy  a  secondary  position  among  the  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Sta.te.   In  adopting  measures  to  secure,  for  the 
City  of  Indianapolis  the  inestimable  benefits  of  a  good 
system  of  free  School  instruction,  the  Common  Council,  will, 
of  course,  perceive  the  necessity  of  bringing  into  permanent 
service  the  essential  elements  of  such  a  system.   There  must 
be  good  teachers,  good  books,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  good 
School  houses.   Without  the  aid  of  these  indispensable  aux- 
iliaries, the  free  Schools  of  this  City  cannot  maintain  a 
position  from  which  they  may,  with  confidence  look  to  the 
citizens  for  encouragement  and  support. 

Respectfully  Submitted 

Calvin  Fletcher 
Indianapolis   July  3,  1854  John  B  Dillon 

(H  F  West,  v/ho  dissents 
from  the  recommendation  to  enlarge  the  present  ward  school 
houses,  and  will  presents  his  objections  to  the  Council  at 
their  next  meeting. 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  report  an  Ordinance  defining  the  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  this  City. 

Adopted  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 


Colley,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones  Karris,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
&  Seibert 


Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  Dr  Briggs  be  allowed  to  exhibit  his 
Natural  Curiosities  without  charge  by  the  City  Council  from 
this  date  Indianapolis  July  od  1854 

Adopted  ^oy   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Colley, 
Dunlap,  Jones,  Maguire,  &  Seibert   6 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Boaz,  Gowan,  Nelson,  &  Pitts  4 

Mr.  Maguire  moved 

That  the  account  of  Mr  Butler  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  accounts. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  property  holders  East 
of  the  Madison  &  Indianapolis  R  Road  and  South  of  the  Depot 
of  said  road  asking  for  the  removal  of  a  culvert  through 
said  tract  and  that  a  ditch  be  made  on  the  West  Side  of  the 
track. 

On  Motion  said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  &  alleys. 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Indian- 
apolis 

We  the  undersigned  Petitioners  being  a  majority  of  the 
Property  Holders  on  Georgia  Street,  continued,  east  of  East 
Street.   Represent  that  they  are  desirous  of  having  said 
Street  from  East  Street  to  Noble  Street,  graded  and  gravelled, 
and  therefore 

Respectfully  ask  your  Honorable  Body,  to  pass  an  Order 
for  the  same. 


Frederick  Ostenmeyer 

76-! 

feet 

Wra  Henz 

190 

W  R  Clinton 

70 

August  Huher 

26 

Samuel  H  Panderman 

70 

J  A  Fergason 

70 

J  C  Fergason 

70 

Mrs  H  Furgason 

70 

Freodrich  F^lman 

45. 

feet 

Hernrich  Kock 

70.^ 

L 

Willelm  Niemeyer 

110 

John  Warrick 

200 

Dunn ells  Mc Cruet 

21 

Loll  Tubbe 

25 

James  Wallace  90 

Marge t  Brenizer  by  Wra  Harg   90  1294 

Mr  Pitts  moved 

That  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer 
with  instructions  to  investigate  the  titles  of  the  petitioners 
and  set  the  grade  stakes. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  Motion  adjourned  till  Friday  July  7,  at  7  o'clock  P  M 

Attest 

James  N.  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
July  7  1854 

The  Council  met  at  7  o'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  except  the  President.   On  motion  Mr. 
Maguire  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his  seat  as  Pres- 
ident pro.  tern. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Special  Com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bids  for  building  an  Engine 
House  on  the  East  Side  of  New  Jersey  Street. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Council  referred  the  Proposals 
for  erecting  an  Engine  House  on  east  side  of  New  Jersey 
Street,  submit  the  following  report  viz. 

It  appeared  from  an  examination  of  the  Proposals,  that 
all  the  Bidders  estimated  the  building  of  the  Engine  House, 
in  accordance  with  the  Plan  and  Specifications,  except 
Durham  &  Talkington,  who  included  in  their  proposal  the  cost 
of  all  extra  foundation,  which,  according  to  Mr  Durhams 
exposition,  means  all  extra  excavation,  and  a.ll  extra  wall- 
ing in  the  foundation  of  only  thirteen  inches  thick  and 
which  according  to  estimate  of  the  Civil  Engineer,  amounts 
to  eighty  eight  dollars. 

Durham  &  Talkington  Proposal 

Deduct  for  extra  excavation  &  walling  as  above 

Lea.ves 
Charles  Helings  Proposal 
J  H  Kennedys        do 
Christian  Steinneyers  do 
West  &  Wright "s       do 

As  thirteen  inch  walls  in  the  foundation  of  the  Engine 
House  would  not  be  sufficiently  strong,  they  ought  to  be 
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eighteen  inches  thick,  which  extra  thickness  the  Engineer 
estimates  at  $o5.2b.      The  Committee  recommend  to  the  Council 
to  award,  the  Contract  to  Durham  &  Talkington,  being  the  best 
bidders,  at  $992,  and  to  leeve  the  amount  and  cost  of  all 
extra  work  to  the  determination  and  final  decision  of  the 
Civil  Engineer. 

Indianapolis  July  7  1S54  James  Wood   ) 

John  L  Avery)  Committee 
W  H  Karns    ) 
H  H  Nelson   ) 

Mr  Karns  moved 

That  said  contract  be  awarded  to  Messrs  Durham  &  Talk- 
ington and  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  close  the 
contract  with  them. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Colley  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  very  respectfully  represents  tc  . 
Honorable  Body,  that  the  Bridge  which  passes  over  the  gutter 
on  Washington  Street  to  the  alley  immediately  east  of  Out  Lot 
No  77,  is  now  nearly  impassable  on  account  of  the  decay  of 
the  timbers,  that  the  great  amount  of  travel  which  necessar- 
ialy  passed  over  it,  and  especially  the  large  number  of 
heavily  loaded  wagons,  require  that  it  should  immediately 
be  rebuilt,  that  the  undersigned  erected  the  present 
structure  some  six  years  since  and  has  constantly  kept  it  in 
repair;  and  he  therefore  prays  your  Honorable  Body  to  order 
the  Street  Commissioner  to  rebuild  said  Bridge  without  un- 
necessary delay,  and  as  in  duty  bound  he  will  ever  pray  &c. 

Indianapolis  July  7  1854       Chas  W  Cady 

Mr  Colley  moved 

That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  and  the  Street 
Commissioner  be  instructed  to  rebuild  said  Bridge  immediately. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  cause  the  gutters 
to  be  opened  on  Virginia  Avenue  between  Washington  Street  & 
the  crossing  of  Delaware  and  Maryland  Streets,  also  the 
gutters  on  Maryland  Street  between  Pennsylvania  and  VI rginia 
Avenue  -  the  level  of  the  gutters  first  to  be  made  by  the 
City  Engineer. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray  don,  Jones,  Karns,  Keele}',  Maguire, 
welson,  Pitts,  Seibert,  &  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Mr  Karns  offered  a  resolution  instructing  the  City  Clerk 
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under  the  direction  of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  to  have 
the  Ordinances  published  in  book  form. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  by  adding  500 
copies  in  the  German  &  700  copies  in  the  English  Language. 

Mr  Seibert  moved  to  amend  said  Amendmant  by  striking  out 
"500  copies  in  the  German  Language". 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved 

That  there  should  be  a  division  of  the  question. 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved 

That  there  be  300  copies  printed  in  the  German  Language. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr-  Col  ley  moved 

That  600  copies  be  printed  in  the  English  Language. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

And  the  following  amended  resolution.  Resolved 

That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  have  the  Ordinances 
published  in  Book  form  under  the  directions  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Judiciary,  300  copies  to  be  printed  in  the  German 
Language  and  600  copies  in  the  English  Language. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Truxsess,    13 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Seibert      1 

Mr  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  inquire  into  the. 
expediency  of  reporting  an  Ordinance  prohibiting  Tavern 
Keepers  from  running  swill  in  the  gutters. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Gray don,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
&  Truxsess     10 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Dunlap,  Keeley,  &  Pitts.    3 

The  following  communication  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis. 

Gentlemen 

Your  Suit,  in  relation  to  the  City  Lot  at  the  Junction 
of  New  York  Street  &  the  North  East  Avenue  has  been  decided 
in  your  favor  &  I  am  informed  by  the  Attorney  of  your  Opponent 
that  there  will  be  no  further  proceedings  therein.   I  there- 
fore ask  of  you,  now  to  agree  with  me,  that  we  change  the 
division  line  of  your  -  Lot  &   mine,  on  that  triangle,  so  as 
to  make  both  of  our  lots  in  better  shape,  more  convenient 
and  more  valuable.   Their  present  shape  is  as  follows 
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I  propose  that  we  have  a  line  fixed  running  from  Street 
to  Street,  as  the  dotted  line  on   the  above  diagram  -  giving 
to  me,  a  proper  &  just  front  equal  on  both  Streets  (for 
proper  convenience  of  buildings)  and  then,  I  convey  to  you  - 
the  part  marked  A,  and  you  convey  to  me,  the  part  marked  B. 
This  will  throw  all  of  our  respective  lots  together,  and 
make  for  both  of  us,  much  more  useful  Lots.   I  ask  you  to 
pass  an  order  appointing  either,  Isaac  N  Phipos  -  Thomas  M 
Smith  or  Daniel  Yandes  or  two,  or  all  of  them/ to  make  the 
partition,  and  that  when  made,  authorize  your  Mayor  or  other 
proper  officer,  to  make  &  receive,  written  contracts  for 
conveyance,  and  upon  consummation  of  this  request,  I  "as  in 
duty  bound,  will  ever  pray  &c 


Very 


John  H.  Bradle; 
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Mr.  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  investigate 
the  proposed  trade  between  the  City  &  J  H  Bradley  and  report 
at  our  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 
Adopted  by "the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, Colley, 
Dunlap , Gray don , Gowan , Jones , Karns , Keeley , Maguire , Nel son, Pitts , 
Seibert  &  Truxsess. 
In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Messrs  Pitts  Karns  &  Avery  were  appointed  said  committee 
of  investigation. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 
Resolved,  That  the  canal  passing  through  the  City  in  Missouri 
Street  be  and  it  is  hereby  declared  a  public  nuisance  and 
that  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  instructed  to  proceed 
immediately  to  fill  said  canal  at  the  crossings  of  St  Clair 
and  Vermont  Streets  sufficient  to  prevent  the  flowing  of 
water  through  said  Street. 

Which  was  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Gray don, Gowan, 
Jones, Pitts  &  Truxsess  5 

In  the  Negative,  are  Messrs  Avery ,Boaz, Colley , Dunlap, Karns, 
Keeley, Maguire,  &  Nelson.    8 

Mr.  Gray don  moved 

That  the  resolution  authorizing  the  City  Clerk  to  purchase 
three  fire  alarm  bells  for  the  use  of  the  City  be  taken 
from  the  tab^e. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Colley  moved  to  amend  by  adding  Mr.  Seibert  &  Truxsess. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  by  adding  Mr. Gray don. 
Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  that  the  City  Clerk,  Mr.  Seibert, Mr. Trux- 
sess and  Mr. Gray don  be  directed  to  purchase  immediately  for 
the  use  of  the  City  three  Fire  Alarm  Bells  to  weigh  from  600 
to  800  pounds  and  have  them  placed  on  the  Marion  Engine  House, 
Releif  Engine  House  and  Invincible  Engine  House. 
Was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, Colley, 
Dunlap, Gray don, Go wan, Jones, Karns, Keeley, Maguire, Nelson, Pitts, 
Seibert  &   Truxsess  13 


Mr.  Nelson  moved 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  procure  a 
more  suitable  room  for  the  Mayor  &  Council 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mrssrs  Nelson  Dunlap  &   Jones  were  appointed  said  Committee 
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Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  advertise  for  bids  for  the 
building  of  a  Cistern  on  the  National  Road  opposite  the  Car- 
lisle House. 

Mr.  Graydon  moved  to  amend  by  adding  one  in  front  of  the  State 
Bank  and  Branch  Bank. 

Mr.  Seibert  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  one  at  the 
corner  of  Alabama  &  New  Jersey  Streets. 
Which  motions  prevailed. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  amend  by  adding  one  at  the  corner  of  Mary- 
land &  Mississippi  Streets. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  by  adding  one  at  the 
Corner  of  New  Jersey  &  V/ood  Streets 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved 

That  said  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table  and  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  act  in  connexion  with  the  Civil  Engineer  to 
locate  cisterns  on  the  plan  heretofore  reported  by  the  Civil 
Engineer,  if  practicable. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Messrs  Avery,  Graydon,  Nelson,  Gowan,  Jones,  Dunlap  &  Sei- 
bert were  appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  That  Mr.  Colley  &  Seibert  be  appointed  a  com- 
mitted to  confer  with  the  Lawrenceburgh  &  Upper  Mississippi 
R  Road  Company  in  reference  to  the  grading  and  gravelling 
Louisiana  Street. 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Marshall  proceed  to  grade  and  gravel 
Louisiana  Street  as  required  in  Sec  2,  of  an  Ordinance  Amen- 
datory of  An  Ordinance  entitled  an  Ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  occupation  of  Louisiana  Street  by  the  Lawrenceburgh  &  Up- 
per Mississippi  Rail  Road  Company  at  the  expense  of  the  Com- 
pany as  provided  for  in  said  Ordinance.  Adopted  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote.  Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Av- 
ery, Colley  ,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Pitts  &  Seibert  8 
In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, Karns,Maguire,&  Nelson  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Colley 

The  council  adjourned  until  Monday  evening  July  10  at 
candle  lighting. 

Attest 

James  N.Sweetser  James   McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
July  10  1854 

The  Council  met  at  8  o'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  Councilmen  except  Mr  Keeley. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  for  investigation  the 
proposition  of  Jno  H  Bradley  presented  the  following  report 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  H  Bradley  proposing  a  trade  for  certain  City  property: 
would  Report  after  having  investigated  the  subject  that  in 
our  opinion  it  is  not  advisable  to  trade  according  to  Mr 
Bradleys  proposition,  or  dispose  of  said  propety,  or  any 
part  thereof  at  this  time,  as  we  think  it  is  valuable 
property  as  it  is  and  can  be  made  available  at  any  time. 
Indianapolis  July  10  1353.     George  W  Pitts)  Comn. 

John  L  Avery   ) 
W  H  Karns     ) 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr  Maguire  presented  a  petition  from  the  property  holders 
on  Illinois  Street  between  Washington  Street  and  the  Union 
Depot  asking  the  Council  to  cause  so  much  of  said  Street  to 
be  lighted  with  gas  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  may  seem  to 
require,  and  offering  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $110  for  said 
purpose  from  their  private  funds. 

Mr  Maguire  moved 

That  the  petition  be  received  and  laid  on  the  table 
and  the  Engineer  be  instructed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
cost.  Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Nelson  presented  proposals  for  school  Lot  in  the  third 
Ward  which  motion  v/as  laid  on  table. 

Mr  G-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  direct- 
ed to  grade  and  gravel  the  east  crossing. of  Michigan  Street 
on  Pennsylvania  Street. 

Adopted  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  .Messrs  Dunlap, 
G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Pitts,  &  Truxsess  8 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  &  Nelson     3 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  furnish 
a  plan  and  estimate  for  a  crossing  on  Washington  Street  of 
flag  Stone  and  also  of  cast  iron 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Seibert  & 
Truxsess   10 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Pitts   1 
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Mr  Maguire  offered  a  resolution  fixing  the  Salary  of  the 

of  the  City  Attorney  at  dollars  &  providing  for  the 

quarterly  payment  thereof  as  in  the  case'  of  other  City 
officers. 

Which  on  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  Maguire  moved 

That  the  ordinance  entitled  An  Ordinance  to  protect 
travellers  from  the  insults  &  misrepresentations  of  Hotel 
&  Passengers  Runners  and  for  other  purposes  be  taken  from 
the  table  and  referred  bach  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Karns  offered  a  resolution  to  permit  Mr.  Comegys  & 
McCord  to  occupy  the  City  Lot  in  Sq  37  until  1st  October 
next  by  paying  such  rent  as  the  Committee  on  Finance  shall 
deem  reasonable. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  to  amend  by  adding  provided  they  pay  rent 
from  the  time  they  have  had  possession  of  the  property 
against  the  will  of  the  City 

Which  motion  prevailed, 
And  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  Messrs  McCord  and  Comegys  be  permitted 
to  occupy  the  lot  upon  which  they  have  their  plank  yard 
(the  right  to  the  possession  of  which  the  City  has  recently 
obtained)  until  October  next,  they  paying  such  rent  as  the 
Committee  on  Finance  shall  deem  reasonable,  orovided;  they 
pay  rent  from  the  time  they  have  had  possession  of  the 
property  against  the  will  of  the  City. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
G-owan,  Jones,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess   7 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  Colley,  3-raydon, 
Karns,  &  Maguire   6 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Common  Schools  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  Council  whether  a  Suitable  build- 
ing can  be  rented  to  accommodate  the  surplus  children,  and 
also  the  cost  of  such  house. 

Which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  Pitts  moved 

That  the  amount  of  the  assessment  against  the  Heirs  of 

Phillips  for  the  grading  &  gravelling  of  the  alley 

running  North  &  South  in  Square  No  55  be  referred  to  the 
City  Attorney  with  instructions  to  bring  suit  against  them. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  account  was  allowed 
346.   Adams  Express  for  Freight  on  castings  & 

hose  pipes  $1.25 
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Mr  Pitts  presented  the  profile  of  New  York  Street  made  by 
the  Engineer  and  moved 

That  the  grade  of  New  York  Street  west  of  West  Street 
be  established  according  to  the  profile  heretofore  drawn  by 
the  City  Engineer. 

On  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table  till  next  meeting. 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

Attest 

James  N.  Sweets er 

City  Clerk  James  McCready  Mayor 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
July  17   1854 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M.  Present  all  the  Coun- 
eilmen  and  the  Mayor 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  cost  of  a  cast  iron  cross- 
ing for  Washington  Street  to  be  $671.76  and  the  cost  of  a 
flag  stone  crossing  to  be  $179.16 

On  motion  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Civil  Engineer  presented  a  bid  from  Robert  Herbison 
for  grading  the  Side  walk  on  the  East  side  of  Illinois  Street 
"between  Michigan  and  Vermont  Street  at  30  cents  per  cubic 
yard  and  for  gravelling  at  70  cents  per  cubic  yard.  And 
also  a  bid  from  Antony  Lauman  for  grading  said  walk  at  25 
cents  per  cubic  yard  and  graveling  at  65  cents  per  cubic 
yard  and  offering  Charles  Mayer  as  Security. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  that  the  contract  be  awarded  to  the  best 
Bidder.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Maguire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  offered  an 
ordinance  entitled  an  Ordinance  presenting  the  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

Mr.  Dunlap  offered  an  amendment  to  the  3d  Section  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  "without  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
and  report  to  the  Council  as  soon  as  may  be,"  and.  inserting, 
"And  report  the  proceeding  to  the  next  regular  session  of 
the  Council  for  their  concurrence"  Which  was  adopted,  and 
the  following  ordinance  entitled 

An  Ordinance 

Prescribing  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis.  That  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, chosen  by  the  Common  Council,  as  directed  by  the 
30th  Section  of  the  City  Charter,  shall  have  power,  whenever 
they  deem  it  necessary  for  the  Security  of  the  City,  to  take 
measures  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious  and  in- 
fectious diseases  into  the  City,  and  for  the  immediate  and 
safe  removal  of  any  person  who  may  be  found  therein  in- 
fected with  any  such  disease;  and  the  Mayor,  Marshall,  and 
all  other  Officers  of  the  City  are  required  to  aid  and  as- 
sist the  Board  of  Health  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Sec  2  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Board 
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of  Health  from  time  to  time,  whenever  they  shall  deem  it 
proper,  to  recommend  to  the  Common  Council  such  measures 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  promote  and  secure  the  health 
of  the  City,  and  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious, 
malignant,  dangerous,  and  infectious  diseases. 

Sec  3.   The  Board  of  Health  shall  select  and  report  to 
the  Common  Council  such  temporary  hospitals  and  other  pre- 
parations as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  be  established  in 
anticipation  of,  or  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of 
any  epidemic  ,  infectious,  contagious  or  malignant  disease; 
and  in  case  of  urgent  necessity  the  said  Board  shall  have 
power  to  select  and  establish  such  temporary  hospitals,  as 
the  emergency  may  require,  and  report  the  proceeding  to  the 
next  regular  session  of  the  Council  for  their  concurrence. 

Sec  4.   The  Board  of  Health  are  empowered  to  establish, 
publish,  and  enforce  all  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations 
necessary  for  requiring  the  observance,  by  inhabitants  and 
visitors  of  said  City,  of  such  sanitary  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  shall  seem  best  calculated  to  secure  them 
from  such  epidemic,  infections,  contagious  or  malignant 
diseases,  and  prevent  the  spread  thereof  among  them;  and 
for  requiring  that  all  inhabitants  of  the  City  who  have  not 
had  the  small  pox  or  been  protected  by  vaccination  against 
such  disease,  shall  report  or  submit  themselves  to  said 
Board,  or  the  proper  person  or  persons  employed  by  them; 
for  vaccination,  with  power  to  prohibit  by  their  bye  laws 
any  and  all  children  not  so  protected  from  admission  into 
any  of  the  public  schools  of  the  City. 

Sec  5.   The  Board  of  Health  shall,  by  publication  in 
one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  City,  whenever  they  shall  deem 
such  publication  proper,  announce  the  prevelance  in  said 
city  of  any  infectious,  contagious,  or  malignant  disease, 
and  shall  take  measures  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  any  such 
disease  and  make  report  thereof  through  the  papers  of  the 
City. 

Sec  6.   The  said  Board  of  Health  shall  report  to  the 
Common  Council  all  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by  them  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  them  by  the  Ordinance, 
which  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Council  and  paid  out  of  the 
City  Treasury. 

Sec  7.   This  Ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage  was  Ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Mr.  Colley  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  and  alleys 
verbally  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the 
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petition  from  the  Citizens  of  the  6th  ward  east  of  the 
Madison  and  Indianapolis  R  R  track  asking  for  the  removal 
of  a  culvert  through  the  track  and  for  the  digging  of  a  ditch 
on  the  West  side  of  said  Track. 

Mr  Boaz  moved  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted 
and  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to  Notify  the  Rail 
Road  Company  to  remove  said  culvert  and  construct  the  ditch 
as  prayed  for. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed 

R  Weeks        for  Labor  $  8.12 

Thos  Nolan     for  Labor  18.00  $26.12 

The  account  of  G-  Kennell  &  Co  for  Nozzles  &  pipes  was 
presented  for  allowance.   On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  was  in- 
structed to  examine  and  report  by  what  authority  they  were 
purchased. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  the  account  of  J  Davis  &  Co  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Cisterns.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  City  Attorney 
and  Motion  of  Mr  Colley  the  City  Clerk  was  ordered  to  spread 
it  upon  the  Records. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned  having  examined  the  question  submitted 
by  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Attorney  be  authorized  to 
enquire  into  the  condition  of  that  part  of  Maryland  Street 
between  Delaware  Street  and  East  Street,  and  report  to  the 
Council  as  soon  as'  convenient  if  said  portion  of  Maryland 
Street  thus  laying  between  said  East  and  Delaware  Streets 
can  be  legally  opened,  Reports  that  Maryland  Street  is  open 
to  Alabama  Street,  on  square  east  of  Delaware  Street.   On 
the  original  map  of  the  town  of  Indianapolis,  prepared  by 
the  Surveyors  in  the  employ  of  the  Commissioners  who  laid 
off  the  town  pursuant  to  the  act  of  January  6  1321,  Mary- 
land Street  is  marked  as  extending  east  to  New  Jersey 
Street.   Georgia  Street  extended  no  further  east  than  to 
Pennsylvania  Street,  and  Louisiana  Street  no  further  east 
than  to  Meridian  Street.   North  Carolina  Street  commenced 
at  Cumberland  Alley  on  East  Street  middle  of  Square  61, 
and  ran  in  a  South  westerly  direction  to  Meridian  Street, 
at  a  point  181  feet  5  inches  South  of  the  North  West 
corner  of  Square  86.   South  Carolina  Street  was  laid  off 
at  a  distance  of  648  feet  2  inches  South  of,  and  running 
immediately  parallel  with  North  Carolina  Street.   Short 
Street  commenced  on  North  Carolina  Street,  nearly  opposite 
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the  middle  of  Square  77,  and  entered  30uth  Carolina  Street 
nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  Delaware  Street.   In  the  space 
bounded  by  North  and  South  Carolina,  Meridian,  and  East 
Streets,  the  lots  were  laid  off  so  as  to  front  on  each  of  the 
said  Streets,  and  on  Virginia  Avenue  and  Short  Streets,  those 
fronting  on  North  and  South  Carolina  Streets  containing  about 
half  an  acre.   Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Alabama,  and  New  Jersey 
Streets  opened  into  North  Carolina  Street,  and  commenced  again 
at  South  Carolina  Street,  extending  there  from  South  to  South 
Street.   By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  "approved  February 
the  9th  1851"  the  agent  of  State  for  the  town  of  Indianapolis 
was  authorized  and  required  to  cause  the  lands  around  the 
said  town  belonging  to  the  State,  to  be  accurately  Surveyed 
and  divided  into  Lots,  according  to  the  plan  designated  on 
the  plat  presented  by  the  said  agent  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  cause  the  corners  and  boundaries  thereof  to 
be  distinctly  marked  and  numbered  as  marked  on  said  plan  &  c. 
And  as  soon  as  such  Survey  was  completed  to  cause  to  be  made 
out  two  complete  maps  or  plats  of  the  town  of  Indianapolis, 
designating  the  names  and  width  of  the  several  Streets  and 
Alleys,  the  number  and  Size  of  the  several  squares,  desig- 
nating those  set  apart  for  public  purposes,  the  numher  and 
Size  of  the  Several  in- Lots,  and  the  number  and  Size  of  the 
Several  out- Lots,  as  now  established  by  Law,  and  also  the 
form,  the  courses  and  distances  of  their  boundaries,  the 
content  and  the  number  of  the  Several  Lots,  and  the  width  and 
courses  of  the  Several  Streets  and  alleys,  by  this  act  author- 
ized to  be  laid  out,  which  maps  or  plats  shall  be  Securely 
folded,  varnished,  and  bound,  one  of  which  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  Recorder  of  Marion  County,  who  shall 
endorse  thereon  a  certificate  of  the  time  of  depositing  the 
same,  and  the  plot  so  deposited  shall  be  considered  a 
public  record,  and  the  other  plot  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
office  of  said  agent."   The  maps  or  plats  contemplated  by 
the  foregoing  act,  were  made  out,  and  one  of  them  was  filed 
in  the  Recorder's  Office  of  Marion  County  on  the  5th  day  of 
July  1831,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  Recorder 
of  that  date  endorsed  thereon.   The  other  cannot  be  found 
and  has  no  doubt  been  lost  or  destroyed.  On  this  last  map 
or  plat  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Short  Streets  are  not 
laid  down.   The  whole  plan  of  the  space  included  between 
North  and  South  Carolina,  Meridian  and  East  Streets  is 
changed.   Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Alabama,  and  New  Jersey 
Streets  are  continued  through  and  connect  with  their 
continuation  on  the  original  map  from  South  Carolina  Street, 
and  Maryland  Street  stops  at  Alabama  Street.   The  map  of 
1831  is  a  public  Record  by  virtue  of  the  act  under  which  it 
was  made.   In  questions  relative  to  the  plan  of  the  City,  or 
where  there  is  a  difference  between  the  map  or  plat  of  1821, 
and  that  of  1831,  the  latter  I  think  would  govern.   I  can 
find  no  act  of  the  Legislature  directing  the  change  in 
express  terms,  but  on  the  6th  day  of  January  1831,  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  a  resolution,  called  upon  the  agent 
of  State  for  the  town  of  Indianapolis,  to  make  out  a  map, 
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for  the  use  of  the  house,  on  a  Sufficient  Scale  to  exhibit 
the  donation,  with  the  town  laid  down  thereon,  so  as  to  show 
its  relative  situation  &  C.   On  the  18th  day  of  January  1831 
the  said  agent  pursuant  to  said  resolution,  presented  a  map 
of  the  town  and  donation  lands  adjoining,  to  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  it  was  from  this  map  made  out  and  pre- 
sented to  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  18th  January 
1831,  that  the  maps  directed  by  the  act  of  Feby  9th  1831  were 
made*   It  is  therefore  reasonable  to  infer  that  whatever 
deviations  were  made  from  the  original  map,  in  the  maps  pre- 
pared under  the  act  of  1831,  were  authorized  and  made  in 
accordance  with  the  map  made  and  presented  to  the  house  of 
representatives  by  the  agent  of  State  for  said  town  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  January  6th  1831.   In  the 
absence  of  other  explanatory  testimony  this  would  seem  to  be 
the  rational  and  just  conclusion.   But  Mr  B  J  Ely the  who  was 
the  agent  of  State  for  said  town,  and  who  was  elected  such 
agent  shortly  after  the  town  was  laid  off,  says  that  he 
changed  the  plan  of  the  Streets  &  c  in  the  part  included  in 
the  above  mentioned  boundaries,  vacating  North  and  South 
Carolina,  and  Short  Streets,  the  portion  of  Maryland  Street 
east  of  Alabama  Street,  and  extending  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Alabama,  and  New  Jersey  Streets  through  as  they  now  are,  and 
that  he  marked  the  alterations  thus  made  by  him  on  the 
original  map  of  the  town,  and  presented  the  map  thus  changed, 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  answer  to  the  resolution 
of  January  6  1831,  and  that  the  map  prepared  under  the  act 
of  Feby  9  1831  was  copied  from  the  one  thus  presented  by  him. 
This  is  sufficient  to  show  how  this  change  was  made,  and  that 
it  met  with  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature,  if  it  was 
required  to  be  shown  how,  or  if  it  was  necessary  for  the  fact 
of  legislative  sanction  to  be  established  by  positive  testi- 
mony.  Maryland  Street  was  not  originally  laid  out  through  to 
East  Street,  but  stopped  at  New  Jersey  Street,  and  the  map 
of  1831  and  the  facts  above  narrated  show  that  it  was  after- 
ward vacated  west  to  Alabama  Street 

I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that,  said  Maryland  Street 
can  not  be  lawfully  opened  through  from  Alabama  Street  to 
east  Street,  unless  the  Common  Council  should  deem  it  proper 
to  do  so  under  the  power  conferred  in  the  act  of  June  18 
1852  for  the  incorporation  of  Cities  Sec  57,  where  the  course 
to  be  pursued  is  fully  laid  down.  US.  1852  Vol  1  p  216  Sec  58, 
59,  60,  61 

Respectfully  Submitted 
Napoleon  B  Taylor 
City  Atty 

Mr  Karns  moved 
349.   That  the  account  of  Mr  Butler  be  allowed. 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Karns  verbally  reported  that  the  Town  Clock  would  be 
in  running  order  to  morrow. 
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Mr  Maguire  moved 

That  the  resolution  defining  the  Salary  of  the  City 
Attorney  be  taken  from  the  Table.   Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Boaz  moved 

That  blank  be  filled  with  three  hundred.   Which  motion 
prevailed  and  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Salary  of  the  City  Attorney  shall  be 
fixed  at  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarterly 
as  other  Salaries  of  City  Officers,  to  commence  the  first  of 
May  1854 

Was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess   13 

In  the  Negative,  Mr  Gray don       1 

Mr  Karnes  moved 

That  the  vote  on  the  resolution  directing  the  City  Clerk 
to  have  the  ordinance  published  in  Book  form  be  reconsidered. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Karns  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out 
"three  hundred  in  the  German  Language"  and  inserting  "one 
hundred  in  the  German  Language 

Mr  Seibert  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "100  in  the 
German  Language"  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Truxsess  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  by  striking 
out,  600  copies  in  the  English  Language;  and  upon  a  call 
for  the  Ayes  &  Noes  said  motion  was  lost  by  the  following 
Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Dunlap,  Pitts  &  Truxsess   4 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Colley,  Graydon,  Go wan, 
Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  and  Seibert.   10 

And  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  have  the 
Ordinance  published  in  Book  form  under  the  directions  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary,  600  copies  to  be  printed  in 
the  English  Language 

Was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Graydon,  GOwan,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  and 
Seibert.     9 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,  Jones,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
&  Truxsess   5 
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The  following  report  from  Mr  West  was  received  and  on 
motion  the  City  Clerk  was  ordered  to  spread  it  on  the  Record 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indian- 
apolis 

The  undersigned  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Schools 
of  this  City,  begs  leave  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of 
your  honorable  body,  his  views  of  the  present  condition,  and 
future  prospects  of  our  City  Schools.   While  the  undersigned 
acknowledges  with     pleasure  the  zeal  and  ability  of  his 
colleagues,  and  their  devotedness  to  the  cause,  yet  on  some 
points  which  he  deems  of  vital  importance  to  the  present  and 
future  prosperity  of  our  Public  Schools,  he  is  conscientious- 
ly compelled  to  differ  with  them  -  and  herewith  submits  to 
your  honorable  body  the  reasons  for  his  objections.   That 
there  must  be  more  School  house  accommodations,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  next  term,  if  possible,  is  not  the 
question,  for  there  is  but  one  opinion  with  the  Trustees  on 
this  point  -  the  difference  in  our  views  is  what  this 
accommodations  shall  be.   The  improvements  to  be  made,  de- 
pends very  much  on  the  School  System  that  shall  be  adopted 
by  the  City   If  the  City  continues  the  old  district  School 
System,  which  has  been  the  only  system  known  and  practiced, 
for  the  last  forty  years  in  the  rural  districts  of  Indiana, 
then  a  certain  class  of  School  houses  will  answer  -  but  if 
the  City  adopts  the  graded  System  of  Schools  -  then  in  the 
construction  of  New  School  houses,  respect  must  be  had  to 
carrying  forward  this  system  -  and  here  the  undersigned  will 
respectfully  state,  that  the  present  system  of  our  Public 
Schools  is,  the  old  district  School  System.   Not  one  feature 
of  the  graded  Schools  has  yet  been  grafted  upon  the  Public 
Schools  of  our  City. 

Having  made  these  preliminary  remarks  the  undersigned 
will  state  his  objections  to  putting  an  additional  storey 
upon  our  ward  School  houses.   In  the  first  place,  the  City 
will  incur  the  expense,  without  accomplishing  the  object, 
How  many  scholars  must  the  City  provide  for  this  year  in 
addition  to  those  already  provided  for?  The  Trustees  agree 
that  there  are  from  350  to  400  more  scholars  than  the  City 
has  school  house  accommodation  for.   The  next  question  is,  - 
In  what  part  of  the  City  do  we  most  need  these  enlargements.? 
The  first,  third,  and  seventh  ward  School  houses  are  the 
most  crowded  -  All  of  the  wards  except  the  Fourth,  have  an 
excess  of  Scholars.   Let  us  see  if  by  putting  on  another 
story  on  the  First,  Third,  Fifth  and  Seventh  ward  School 
houses  we  can  accommodate  these  400  scholars.   These  School 
houses  are  the  first  that  were  built  and  are  from  outside 
to  outside  36  by  45  feet  -  The  main  room  in  each,  cannot 
comfortably  accommodate  more  than  75  scholars  -  though  more 
have  been  crowded  into  them.   By  taking  out  the  petition  in 
that  part  of  the  building  designed  for  entrances,  there  has 
been  room  made,  in  each,  for  35  small  scholars  more.   This 
gives  us  110  for  each  house.   In  the  contemplated  addition, 
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it  will  be  necessary  to  use  this  entrance  for  the  stairway 
so  when  the  Improvement  has  been  made,  which  will  not  cost 
less  than  $1200,  for  each  house,  we  shall  have  room  for  only 
40  more  scholars  in  each  of  these  houses  than  we  are  now 
seating;  that  is,  if  the  additional  story  corresponds  with 
the  present.  By  Incurring  the  expense  of  nearly  $5000  there 
has  been  accomodations  for  160  of  the  400  that  the  improve- 
ments contemplate   In  the  next  place  there  are  serious  ob- 
jections to  putting  an  addition  on  the  School  house  In  the 
third  ward.  The  lot  is  only  50  feet  by  125.  There  are  but 
seven  feet  each  side  of  the  house  to  the  outside  of  the  Lot. 
If  a  building  should  be  erected  on  the  west  line  of  the  Lot, 
the  school  house  would  be  deprived  of  both  light  and  air. 
The  whole  play  ground  is  only  50  by  59  feet,  and  when  divided 
as  proposed,  there  will  only  be  25  by  59  feet  -  a  space 
alltogether  too  contracted  for  play  grounds,  for  the  number 
of  Scholars  the  house  will  not  commode.  The  great  objection 
to  enlarging  the  ward  School  houses  in  any  manner  is  -  that 
if  enlarged  so  as  to  be  of  any  essential  service,  it 
necessarily  fastens  for  a  long  time  to  come,  the  old  district 
School  System  upon  this  City.  Our  Sister  Cities  have  abandon- 
ed this  System  and  adopted  the  graded  School  System,  whichis 
more  economical,  far  more  efficient  and  is  in  keeping  with 
the  progress  of  the  age.  The  undersigned  will  not  submit  to 
your  honorable  body  the  same  views  he  suggested  to  the  Trustees, 
and  which  have  to  some  extent  been  embodied  in  their  report. 
The  City  to  purchase  a  Lot  near  the  Court  House  Square,  and 
as  convenient  to  Washington  Street  as  may  be  -  erect  a  house 
that  will  accommodate  from  350  to  400  Scholars.  Let  the  Ward 
School  Houses  be  used  for  the  smaller  scholars  in  the  re- 
spective Wards,  and  let  these  be  the  Primary  Schools  of  our 
City.  They  will  answer  for  this  purpose  for  some  time  to 
come  -  The  building  to  be  erected,  to  be  used  for  the  grades 
of  Scholars,  between  the  Primary  Schools,  and  the  Central 
High  School.  This  plan  will  releive  the  wards  that  have  an 
excess  of  scholars,  as  the  walks  are  generally  good  the  whole 
length  of  Washington  Street.  Scholars  above  the  Primary 
grade  will  not  suffer  much  inconvenience  to  attend  this  school. 
By  adopting  this  plan,  the  City  can  systemize  her  whole 
educational  enterprise,  without  incurring  as  much  expense, as 
she  would  have  to  to  fasten  upon  herself  the  district  School 
System.  If  the  population  of  our  City  shoul<fl  continue  to  in- 
crease as  rapidly  for  the  next  year  as  it  has  for  the  past, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  build  another  house  such  as  is  here 
proposed,  in  the  Western  part  of  the  City  and  in  time  one  in 
the  Northern,  and  one  in  the  Southern  parts  of  the  City 
In  the  mean  time  the  Ward  School  houses  will  be  used  for 
Primary  Schools,  as  nursuries  for  the  intermediate  and 
Grammer  Schools-while  these  latter  will  furnish  the  material 
for  the  High  School, 

If  these  views  meet  with  a  favorable  reception  from  your 
honorable  body,  and  the  graded  School  System  be  adopted  - 
my  colleagues  will  co-operate  with  the  undersigned  in  carry- 
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ing  out  the  decision  and  instruction  of  the  C0uncil  -  and  he 
will  not  be  less  courteous,  should  the  Council  otherwise 
determine.   All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

H  F  West 

Mr  Pitts  moved 

That  the  profile  of  New  York  Street  west  of  West  Street. 
Which  motion  prvailed. 

Mr  Pitts  moved 

That  gald  profile  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
consisting  oa  three 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

Messrs  Avery,  G-owan  and  Karns  were  appointed  said  committee, 

« 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  fine  of  Fifty  dollars  assessed  against 
Ernest  Lupp  for  Slaughtering  animals  within  the  corporation 
in  violation  of  an  Ordinance  be  and  the  same  is  remitted, 
except  Five  dollars  and  cost  accruing  in  said  prosecution. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

*  Mr  Maguire  presented  a  petition  signed  by  citizens  living 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Ernest  Lupp  asking  the  Council  to 
remit  the  fine  imposed  upon  said  Lupp  for  Slaughtering 
animals  within  the  City. 

Mr  G-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  Council  pur- 
chasing a  Lot  in  a  Central  location  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  thereon  a  building  to  be  occupied  by  the  Mayor  & 
City  Council  and  the  Releif  Fire  Company. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess   14 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Messrs  Gray don,  Jones  &  Colley  were  appointed  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Salary  Ordinance  be  so  amended  as  to 
fix  the  Mayors  Salary  and  all  other    city  officers  Salaries 
at  the  amounts  paid  said  officers  for  their  Services  for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  three,  and  that  the  Judiciary 
Committee  make  said  amendment. 
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Mr  Dunlap  moved  to  lay  said  resolution  on  the  table,  and 
upon  a  rising  vote  the  motion  prevailed  Seven  members  voting 
in  the  affirmative  and  Six  in  the  nagative  &  Mayor. 

Mr  Karns  presented  an  ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance  in 
relation  to  the  Salaries  of  City  Officiers,  and  providing 
for  the  payment  of  the  Same,"  the  amounts  of  the  respective 
Spliries  being  blank. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved 

That  the  Council  adjourn,  and  the  Ayes  &  Noes  being 
demanded  the  motion  was  lost  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Dunlap,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Seibert   6 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Colley,  Gray  don,  G-owan,  Jones, 
Karns,  Keeley,  &  Truxsess   7 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  the  Mayor  be  allowed  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Mr  Karns  moved  that  the  Mayor  be  allowed  Six  hundred 
dollars. 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  call  for  the  Ayes  &  Noes  by 
the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs.  Boaz, 
Colley,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones  Karns,  Truxsess  and  the  Mayor.  8 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts  &  Seibert   7 

Mr  Karns  moved  that  the  Marshall  'be  allowed'  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  call  for  the  Ayes  &  Noes  by 
the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
G-raydon,  Gowan  Jones,  Karns  &  Truxsess  and  the  Mayor   8 

In  the  Nagative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts  &  Seibert   7 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Deputy  Marshall  be  allowed  four 
hundre   dollars 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  call  for  the  Ayes  &  Noes  by 
the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 

Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns  Truxsess  and  the  Mayor.  8 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts  and  Seibert   7 
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Mr  Colley  moved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  allowed  Six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  call  for  the  Ayes  &  Noes  by 
the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  G-raydon  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  &  Truxsess  9 
In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
&  Seibert   5 

Mr  Karns  moved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  allowed  five 
hundred  dollars 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  call  of  the  Ayes  &  Noes  by 
the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  &  Karns.    8 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  & 
Seibert   4 

Mr  Jones  moved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  allowed 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail  on  the  call  for  the  Ayes  & 
Noes  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Graydon,  Jones,  Keeley  &  Truxsess   5 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Seibert   7 

Mr  Colley  moved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  allowed 
four  hundred  dollars. 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  call  for  the  Ayes  &  Noes  by 
the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Karns,  Keeley,  &  Maguire.   7 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Dunlap,  Jones,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Truxsess   6 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Clerk  of  Each  Market  be  allow- 
ed one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  call  of  the  Ayes  &  Noes  by 
the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley  &   Truxsess   8 
In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts  &  Seibert   6 
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Mr  Colley  moved,  That  the  Sexton  of  the  Grave  Yard  be 
allowed  one  hundred  dollars. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail  on  the  call  for  the  Ayes  & 
Noes  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Colley, 
Grey don,  Go wan  &  Truxsess   4 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  Dunlap,  Jones, 
Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Seibert   10 

Mr  Karns  moved,  That  the  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave  Yard 
be  allowed  Seventy  five  dollars 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  call  for  the  Ayes  &  Noes  by 
the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Gray don,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns  Maguire  & 
Truxsess.    8 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Pitts  &  Seibert   6 

Mr  Pitts  moved,  That  this  Ordinance  shall  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  Seibert  moved,  That  the  Ordinance  be  laid  on  the 
Table. 

Which  motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote 

On  a  rising  vote  Seven  members  voted  in  the  Affirmative 
and  Seven  in  the  Negative 
Whereupon  the  Mayor  cast  his  vote  in  the  Affirmative. 


On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

ist 

unes  N  Swee 

City  Clerk 


Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  C  James  McCready,  Mayor 
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Call  Meeting 


Common  Council  Chamber 
July  21  1854 


The  Council  met  pursuant  to  the  Call  of  the  Mayor. 
Present  the  President  and  all  the  Councilraen  except  Messrs 


The  following  petition  was  received 

To  the  Hon.  Mayor  &  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, 

Owing  to  inconvenience  &  want  of  something  better  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  waste  water  from  the  Bates 
House  we  humbly  ask  the  priviledge  from  your  Honorable  Body 
of  digging  a  well  or  Sink  in  the  alley  north  from  the  Bates 
House  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  wash  and  waste  water 
into,  being  willing  to  be  governed  by  your  Hon  body  as  to 
what  will  be  for  the  best  and  also  to  regulate  the  well  or 
sink  in  such  a  way  or  manner  as  not  to  be  in  any  way  any 
injury  to  said  alley. 

Indianapolis   Id  Yours  Respectfully 

July  21  1854  D  D  Sloan 

Mr  Dunlap  moved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 
granted  and  the  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the 
Civil  Engineer,  to  be  made  as  deep  and  large  as  the  Engineer 
shall  direct  and  to  be  completed  so  as  not  to  interfere  with 
the  use  of  the  alley. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Civil  Engineer. 
This  certifies  that  Owen  Cullings  has  erected  and 
finished  the  Bridge  over  Pogues  Run  on  Market  Street,  accord- 
ing to  plan  &  Specifications,  and  to  my  satisfaction. 
Indianapolis  July  21  1854      James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Maguire  moved, 
550.  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasury  for  $110  the 
amount  of  the  contract,  in  favor  of  Owen  Cullings. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved,  That  the  account  of  J  Davis  &  Co  be 
allowed. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday 
next  at  7  O'clock  P  M 
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Attest 

James  N  Sv/eetser 
City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
July  26  1854 

The  Council  met  at  8  O'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the 
members  except  the  President. 

On  motion  Mr  Maguire  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took 
his  seat  as  President  pro.  tem. 

Mr  Avery  moved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Common  Schools 
be  invited  to  consult  with  the  Council  this  evening  in 
reference  to  the  Common  Schools. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  communication  was  received 

Indianapolis  July  25th  1854 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

Gents  I  Herewith  tender  to  you  my  resignation  as 
officer  in  and  about  the  Union  Depot  -  and  by  accepting 
the  same  you  will  much  oblige  your  humble  servant. 

Saml  Hetselgesser 

On  motion  said  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed 
G  Kennell  &  Co  For  Nozzles  &  pipes  for  Engines  $24.80 
H  F  West        M  goods  furnished  John 

Sturgeon,  (at  M  Eng  House)        8.60 
John  Coburn     For  goods  furnished  John 

Sturgeon,  (at  M  Eng  House)        6.20  $59.60 

Mr  Seibert  moved 
355.  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  draw  a  warrant  on 
the  Treasury  for  the  amount  of  freight  due  on  the  Fire 
Bells,    #8.65 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Karns  moved,  That  the  City  Assessor  be  allowed 
further  time  until  the  first  of  September  to  make  his  return. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  report  was  received 
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The  undersigned  reports  to  the  City  Council,  that  the 
petition  of  the  property  holders  for  grading  and  gravelling 
Georgia  Street,  between  East  and  Noble  Streets,  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  City  Charter.   A  Profile  of  Georgia  Street  is 
herewith  submitted  to  the  Council,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  the  grade  of  said  Street. 

Indianapolis  July  26  1854      James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Seibert  moved,  That  the  grade  of  Georgia  Street  as 
presented  by  the  Civil  Engineer  be  established. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Seibert  moved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  Advertise  for  proposals  to  grade  and  gravel  Georgia 
Street,  between  East  and  Noble  Streets. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  City  Council,  that  the 
Bridge  lately  erected  over  Pogues  Run  on  Market  Street, 
cannot  be  used  by  Wagons  and  Carriages  until  the  Street  is 
raised  at  the  ends  of  the  Bridge.   It  will  require  40  cubic 
yards  of  filling,  which,  at  22  cents  pr  yard,  will  cost 
eight  dollars  and  eighty  cents. 

Indianapolis  July  26  1354.     James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Pitts  moved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instruct- 
ed to  fill  up  the  Street  at  the  ends  of  the  Bridge  with 
gravel. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  report  was  received 

Estimate  of  Seventeen  gas  posts,  lamps  &  apparatus, 
and  fixing  up  the  same,  and  also  of  furnishing  gas,  lighting, 
extinguishing  &  cleaning  the  lamps,  and  keeping  the  same  in 
repair  for  one  year.   Said  lamps  to  be  erected  on  Illinois 
Street,  between  Washington  and  Louisiana  Streets,  eight  on 
the  East  side,  and  nine  on  the  west  side. 

To  17'  Posts,  at  $15  each  $255.00 

"  17  Lamps  at  $  6   ■  102.00 

"  17  Burners,  pipes,  and  copper 

cocks,  at  $2.50  each  42.50 

11  erecting  &  fixing  the  posts  and 

lamps  &  c  43.20  $447.70 

"  furnishing  gas  for  one  year,  at  $20 

each  lamp  340.00 
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To  lighting,  extinguishing,  and 

cleaning  the  lamps  34.00 

w  probable  expense  of  keeping  the 

lamps  in  repeir  38.30  $412.30 

|360.00 
Indianapolis  July  26  1354 

James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  Said  report  was  laid  on  the  Table. 

Mr  Karns  moved,  That  the  resolution  requesting  the  School 
Trustees  to  report  to  the  Council  whether  a  suitable  build- 
ing can  be  obtained  to  accommodate  the  surplus  children,  be 
taken  from  the  table. 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

By  consent  of  the  Council  Messrs  Dillon  and  West  address- 
ed the  Council  on  the  Subject  of  Common  Schools. 

Mr  ^elson  moved,  That  Mr  Cullings  be  allowed  fifteen 
dollars  for  the  balance  claimed  by  him  for  building  a 
Bridge  over  Pogues  Run,"  on  failure  of  the  payment  of  $110 
when  said  work  was  completed. 

Mr  Karns  moved  To  amend  by  ordering  the  City  Treasurer 
to  pay  said  amount  immediately  or  as  soon  as  said  sum 
should  be  paid  in  the  Treasury. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Seibert  moved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  make  inquiry  about  the  purchase  of  a  School  lot  and 
report  to  the  Council  at  the  next  meeting.   Which  motion 
prevailed  and  Messrs  Seibert,  Karns  and  Dunlap  were 
appointed  said  Committee. 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  -  That  two  thousand  dollars  be  and  is  hereby 
appropriated  out  of  the  revenue  of  1854  to  the  securing 
and  purchasing  a  site  for  a  City  Hospital;  and  that  a 
Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
Council  to  make  the  Selection,  and  report  their  proceedings 
at  their  earliest  convenience. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Seibert  &  Truxsess.  10 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Pitts.     1 
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Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Common 
Schools  be  requested  to  inquire  into  propriety  of  selling 
the  School  House  and  lot  in  the  3d  Ward  and  purchasing  a 
large  lot  in  a  central  part  of  Said  Ward. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  v/ho  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Selbert 
&  Truxsess   12 

In  the  Negative  -  None. 

On  motion  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  8  O!clock  P  M 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor. 

James  N  Sweetser  City  Clerk. 


Common  Council  Chamber 
July  31st  1354 

The  Council  met  at  8  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor 
and  all  the  Councilraen  except  Mr  Dunlap. 

The  following  communication  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

Gentlemen  Am  I  authorized  to  take  the  assessments  of 
persons  coming  in  this  City  after  the  First  day  of  January 
1854 

Yours  very  Respectfully 
Indianapolis  31  July  1854       John  G  Waters 

City  Assessor 

Mr  Karns  moved,  That  the  communication  be  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend,  By  referring  it  to  the  City 
Attorney. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  communication  was  received 

Indianapolis  Indiana  July  31/54 

To  the  President  and  members  of  the  Council  of  the 
City  of  Indianapolis 

Gentlemen  I  offer  this  as  my  resignation  as  Sexton 
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of  the  Public  Cemetery  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

Respectfully  Yours 
G-eo  Bisbing. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  said  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed 

356.  Elder  &  Harkness  for  Printing  $  90.62 

357.  McCord  &  Wheatly  for  Lumber  73.00 

William  Woods  account  of  $96  the  bal  due  on  the  Cistern 
at  the  Madison  Depot  was  presented  for  allowance. 

Mr  Pitts  moved,  That  said  account  be  referred  to  the 
Civil  Engineer. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Seibert  from  the  Select  Committee  on  School  Lot  asked 
further  time  to  make  report. 

By  consent  of  the  Council  further  time  was  given  to 
Said  Committee. 

The  following  petition  was  received 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned,  owners  of  two  thirds  of  the  ground 
fronting  on  the  South  Side  of  Ohio  Street,  between  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Delaware  Streets,  represent  to  your  honorable  body 
tha:.  they  are  desirous  of  having  the  side  walk  graded  and 
gravelled,  and  respectfully  ask  the  Council  to  take  the 
necessary  Steps  to  have  said  improvments  made,  in  accordance 
with  the  ordinance  or  ordinances  providing  for  such  cases. 

Names       No  of  feet 
Wm  Sheets         202t 
John  S  Spann       80 

Mr  G-raydon  moved,  That  the  Engineer  be  instructed  to  set 
grade  Stakes  on  said  Street  and  advertise  for  proposals  to 
grade  and  gravel  said  walk. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  petition  was  received 

To  the  Hon  -  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned  being  about  to  pave  the  side  walks  in 
front  of  Lots  Nos  1  &   the  East  half  of  No  2  in  Square  No  74, 
prays  your  honorable  body  to  make  an  order  for  the  City 
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Engineer  to  set  the  Stakes,  at  the  proper  grade  for  such 
pavement.   Your  petitioners  represents  that  he  has  some  60 
or  80  yards  of  screened  gravel,  which  he  is  desirous  to  put 
upon  the  Street  in  front  of  said  Lots,  at  the  proper  grade, 
and  asks  permission  of  the  Council  so  to  dispose  of  said 
gravel,  which  will  be  a  S^eat  improvement  to  the  Streets 
without  any  expense  to  the  City. 
Indianapolis  31st  July  /54 

Very  Respectfully 
N  B  Palmer 

Mr  Maguire  moved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 
granted  and  the  Engineer  be  instructed  to  set  the  Stakes. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 
Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  notify  the  Street 
Sprinklers  to  quit  using  the  pumps  on  any  of  the  Streets 
and  remove  their  pumps  if  they  have  any  from  the  City 
wells. 

Mr  G-raydon  moved,  That  said  resolution  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  Mr  Wm  Wood  be  required  to  finish  the 
Cisterns  which  he  has  under  contract  with  the  City  immediate- 
ly and  the  Marshall  notify  Wood. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
&  Truxsess   11 

In  the  Negative  -  Mir  Seibert   1 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  Ordinance  shall  be,  read 
the  third  time  and  passed  on  the  same  day  of  its  intro- 
duction without  the  concurrence  of  three  fourths  of  the 
members  present. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Bcaz,  G-raydon,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Seibert   7 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
&   Truxsess   5 

Mr  Truxsess  moved,  That  the  Council  proceed  to  the  election 
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of  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave  Yard  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  George  Bisbing. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Stephen  Wood  was  elected  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave  Yard 
on  the  first  ballot. 

Mr  Maguire  moved,  That  the  Marshall  be  instructed  to 
examine  the  case  of  the  Stranger  reported  as  sick  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Union  Depot  and  report  the  facts  to 
the  Board  of  Health. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  adjourned  James  McCready  Mayor. 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk. 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
August  7  1854 

The  Council  met  at  two  O'clock.  P  M.   Present  the  President 
and  all  the  Councllmen 

The  Treasurers  monthly  report  was  received  and  on  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  for  examination 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed 

364  J  M  Kemper 

365  R  Weeks 

366  Henry  Tibbe 

367  H  Louis 

368  Michel  Morris 

369  Michel  01 Cone 11 

370  William  Louney 

371  Maurice  O'Connell 

372  John  Keleher 
573  John  Keleher 

374  John  Shehey 

375  Edmund  Coner 

376  Patrick  Sullivan 

377  Jacob  Sprow 

378  John  Wright 

379  Michael  Morris 

The  following  report  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned,  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
selection  of  a  School  Lot  east  of  the  Court  House,  respect- 
fully report  that  they  have  made  diligent  enquiry  in  regard 
to  locality  and  price  of  Lots;  and  find  insuperable  diffi- 
culties in  purchasing  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary 
value  placed  upon  the  Lots  that  are  in  Market,  therefore 
they  would  recommend  to  the  Council  to  suspend  the  further 
consideration  of  thd  resolution  to  some  further  period  - 
and  depend  upon  renting  a  house  or  by  some  other  mode  the 
Council  may  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the  surplus 
scholars  for  the  present  year  -  and  would  ask  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Committee 

H  Seibert 

W  H  Karns 

L  Dun lap 

On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson  Said  report  was  concurred  in  and 
the  Committee  discharged 
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The  following  report  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

Gentlemen  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Profile 
for  the  grade  of  New  York  Street  between  West  &   Blake  Streets 
ask  leave  to  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  the 
grade  as  shown  on  the  said  profile  a  the  present  time 

John  L  Avery) 
W  H  Karns    )  Committe 
C  W  Gowan   ) 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  said  report  be  laid  on  the  Table 

Which  motion  prevailed 

A  petition  was  received  signed  by  175  citzens  asking  the 
Council  to  organize  immediately;  a  sufficient  Police  force 
and  Night  watch  for  the  City 

On  motion  said  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr  G-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Marshall  is  hereby  directed  to 
organize  immediately,  under  the  direction  of  the  Council  a 
Special  Police  force  or  Night  watch  -  Said  watch  to  consist 
of  14  men,  and  to  serve  during  such  time  as  the  Mayor  may 
direct,  or  until  an  ordinance  can  be  passed  organizing  a 
permanent  watch 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
G-raydon,  G-owan,  Karns,  Pitts  &  Truxsess     8 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Keeley  &  Nelson  4 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  said  petition  be  taken  from  the  table 
and  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  in- 
structions to  report  an  Ordinance  defining  the  duties  and 
organizing  a  police  force 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  is  hereby  authorized 
to  make  out  plan  and  specification  and  an  estimate  for  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  arm  of  the  Central  Canal  on 
West  Street,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess   13 
In  the  Negative  -  Mr  G-raydon    1 
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Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
repair  the  bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on  South  Street  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess.    14 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved   That  five  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Market  House  on  South  Street 
between  Delaware  and  NewJersey  Street  and  that  the  City 
Engineer  dre.w  a  plan  and  make  an  estimate  for  the  same 

Adopted  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess   13 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved   That  the  Council  allow  Charles  Mayer  the 
priviledge  of  grading  and  gravelling  his  side  walk  on  the 
South  Side  of  North  Street  at  his  expense  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  City  Engineer 

Adoped  by  the  following  Vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray  don,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess   13 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Boaz  offered  the  following  resolution 

'  Resolved   That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  the  mud  hole  in  South  Street,  west  of  the  Madison  Depot, 
by  making  a  track  through  the  centre  sufficiently  wide  for 
wagons  to  cross 

Adopted  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gov/an  Jones,  Keeley,  Pitts,  Seibert 
&  Truxsess   10 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Graydon,  Karns,  &  Nelson   3 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  respectfully  report  to  the  Council  that 
the  Cistern  on  South  Street  near  the  Madison  &..  Indianapolis 
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Depot  erected  by  William  Wood,  holds  water  good,  and  there- 
fore recommend  to  the  Council  to  order  payment  of  the  balance 
due  to  said  Wood  for  building  said  Cistern 

Indianapolis  August  7  1854         James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer 

William  Hughey,  Street  Com- 
missioner. 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  amount  due  Mr  Wood  for  building  said  Cistern 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  communication  received 

City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

In  consequence  of  a  protracted  illness,  I  have  been, 
and  shall  likely  be  detained  from  my  post  for  some  time  to 
come;  and  in  view  of  the  pressing  necessity  for  prompt  and 
active  services,  which  I  cannot  at  present  perform  -  I 
therefore  here  tender  my  resignation,  as  one  of  the  School 
Trustees 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Board,  permit  me  to  state,  that 
no  honor  has  ever  been  conferred  that  I  more  highly  esteemed, 
end  no  service  have  I  ever  performed  with  more  pleasure  - 
and  I  feel  truly  gratified  for  the  kind  co-operation,  and 
countenance  of  the  Board,   Premiums  of  $17,50  were  offered 
at  the  Feby  examination  of  the  primary  department  of  the 
Several  Schools,  which  I  intended  to  have  paid  from  my  own 
funds,  But  as  that  amount  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury  - 
please  let  it  be  considered,  if  satisfactory  to  the  board  as 
a  full  compensation  for  my  services  as  trustee 

Very  respy  yrs 
Proctorsvill  Vt  Aug  2nd  1654      Calvin  Fletcher 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Calvin  Fletcher  Esq. 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  School  Trustees,  be  accepted,  and 
that  the  Members  of  the  Common  Council  hereby  tender  to  him 
their  thanks  for  the  ability,  fidelity,  and  zeal  with  which 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  School  Trustee  during  his 
continuance  in  office. 

Resolved  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  furnished 
to  Mr  Fletcher  by  the  City  Clerk 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess     14 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

The  following  report  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  City 
Assessor,  "Am  I  authorized  to  take  the  assessments  of 
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Persons  coming  into  this  City  after  the  first  day  of  January 
1354"  is  of  opinion  that  the  City  Assessor  is  authorized  to 
assess  a  poll  tax  against  every  male  inhabitant  of  the  City, 
liable  to  such  tax, "residing  in  the  City  when  the  enlistment 
is  made;  and  that  every  person  residing  in  the  City  when  the 
enlistment  is  made,  is  liable  to  the  payment  of  taxes  on  all 
personal  and  real  estate  owned  by  him  on  the  first  day  of 
January  of  the  year  in  which  the  enlistment  is  made 

Respectfully  Submitted 
N  B  Taylor 

City  Attorney 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitts  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  account  was  allowed 
380  Weaver  &  Williams  for  Coffin,  attendance 

and  digging  grave  for  John  Sturgeon  $14.00 

Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed 
to  amend  the  Ordinance  on  the  Subject  of  Salaries  so  as  to 
allow  Councilmen  two  dollars  for  each  meeting  of  the  Council 
they  attend,  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  1st  of  May 
1354 

Adopted  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
&  Maguire     10 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Truxsess   3 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  Caleb  Scudder  be  recommended  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  as  a  suitable  person  to  take  the  census 
of  the  children  in  this  City 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  Council  proceed  to  the  election 
of  School  Trustee 

Which  motion  prevailed 

William  Sheets  was  elected  School  Trustee  on  the  first 
ballot. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Council  proceed  to  the  election 
of  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave  Yard 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Henry  Stumph  was  elected  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave  Yard 
on  the  first  ballot 

On  motion  of  Mr  Graydon  the  ordinance  in  Relation  to  the 
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Salaries  of  City  Officers,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  the 
following  ordinance  entitled  - 

An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Salaries  of  City  Officers, 
and  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  same 

Sec  1  3e  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis; 
That  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  several  officers  of  the 
City  of  Indianapolis  hereinafter  mentioned  the   following 
annual  salaries,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  August,  November,  January,  and  May  during  their  continuance 
in  office,  that  is  to  say, 
To  the  Mayor  Six  hundred  dollars 

To  the  Marshall  five  hundred  dollars  and  four  hundred  dollars 
additional  for  his  Deputy  while  he  employs  one 
To  the  City  Clerk  Six  hundred  dollars 
To  the  Civil  Engineer  five  hundred  dollars 
To  the  Street  Commissioner  four  hundred  dollars 
To  the  Clerk  of  each  Market  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
To  the  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave  Yard  Seventy  five  dollars 

Sec  2  Mo  other  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  paid  to 
any  of  said  officers  out  of  the  City  Treasury,  nor  shall  the 
City  be  liable  to  the  Mayor  or  Marshall  for  any  fees  in  Suits 
before  the  Mayor  in  which  the  City  is  a  party,  and  the 
acceptance  of  the  Salary  hereby  provided  said  Officers  shall 
operate  as  a  release  to  the  City  of  any  claim  for  fees  in 
any  such  cases 

Sec  3     If  any  Officer  of  this  City  shall  vacate  his 
Office  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
elected  his  salary  shall  cease  from  the  date  of  such  vacancy, 
and  his  successor  shall  draw  pay  from  the  date  of  his  in- 
duction into  Office 

Sec  4  This  Ordinance  shall  take  -effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  May  A  D  1854,  and  all  other 
ordinance  relative  to  the  salaries  of  the  aforesaid  officers 
shall  stand  repealed  from  the  day  last  aforesaid  was  ordained 
by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley  &  Truxsess   8 

In  the  Negative,  -  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  &  Seibert   6 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  Mr  Shortridge  be  authorized  to  pay 
thirty  dollars,  for  rent  of  this  office  for  Six  months 
(381) 
(392) 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Keeley  moved  That  the  City  Attorney  be  instructed  to 
bring  suit  against  the  property  holders  on  Market  Street 
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between  East  &  Noble  Streets  upon  their  refusal  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  estimate  for  i-r.proving  said  Street,  assessed 
against  them 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  doors  of  the  Council  Chamber  were  closed  and  the 
Council  went  into  the  consideration  of  establishing  a 
Night  watch 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  vote  on  the  resolution  author- 
izing the  Marshall  under  the  direction  of  the  C0uncil  to 
organize  a  police  force  be  reconsidered 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Graydon  re  offered  said  resolution  with  the  following 
additions,  "by  inserting  7  in  place  of  14"  and  adding,  "and 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of      dollars  per  day  each 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  Said  Blank  was  filled  with  two, 
and  the  following  resolution. 

Resoved  That  the  Marshall  is  hereby  directed  to 
organize  immediately  under  the  direction  of  the  Council, 
a  special  police  force  or  Night  watch  -  said  watch  to 
consist  of  7  men,  and  to  serve  during  such  time  as  the  Mayor 
may  direct,  or  until  an  ordinance  can  be  passed  organizing 
a  permanent  watch,  and  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
per  day  each 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Truxsess   13 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Seibert   1 

Mr  Colley  moved   That  the  Mayor  have  the  power  to  appoint 
a  sufficient  number  of  watchmen  not  exceeding  7  men  to  serve 
until  the  C0uncil  meets  again 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  the  Council  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow evening  at  8  o'clock. 

Attest  Jas  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
August  8  1854 

The  Council  met  at  8  o'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  Councilmen 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  Charles  Mayer  be  permitted  to  use 
the  dirt  taken  from  his  side  walk  on  North  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

A  report  from  the  Marshall  was  received  exhibiting  to 
the  Council  that  he  has  received  $67.35  from  the  sale  of 
hogs,  fro:r.  which  he  retained  $13.25  and  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  $54.10. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department 

The  undersigned  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  to 
whom  was  referred  the  proposition  of  Wm  S  Hubbard  to  lease 
for  the  term  of  two  years  from  Dec  15/54  at  $200  per  year, 
the  building  occupied  by  the  Releif  Fire  Co  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  that  it 
is  not  probable  a  house  could  be  had,  Suitable  for  a  Fire 
Company,  nor  in  as  convenient  location,  consequently  they 
would  recommend  that  Mr  Hubbards  proposition  be  accepted, 
and  that  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  enter  into  a  lease 
with  him  accordingly 

Aug  8/54  Respectfully  Submitted 

Alex  G-raydon  Jr) 
John  Trucksess  )  Committee 
John  L  Avery   ) 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  vote  on  the  reception  of  the 
resignation  of  Samuel  Hetsellgesser  be  reconsidered 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Gray don  moved  That  the  resignation  be  laid  on  the 
table 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  Samuel  Hetsellgesser  be  appointed 
a  police  officer  at  the  Union  Depot 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  the  Council  proceed  to  the  election 
of  night  watchmen 

Which  motion  prevailed. 
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The  following  persons  were  elected  police  men: 


For  the 
First  Ward 
Second  Ward 
Third  Ward 
Fourth  Ward 
Fifth  Ward 
Sixth  Ward 
Seventh  Ward 


John  Bishop 
John  Bisbing 
David  Derringer 
James  W  Burkhart 
Jesse  M  Vanblaricum 
Silas  Harris 
Reuben  Adams 


Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  Councilmen  from  the  respective 
wards  have  the  right  to  appoint  a  watchmen  for  their  ward, 
on  failure  of  the  watchmen  elected,  to  accept  the  appointment 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  no  watchman  elected  shall  be  continued 
in  that  office  any  longer  than  he  prove  himself  to  be  a  sober 
and  temperate  man  in  his  habits  and  faithfully  discharge  his 
duties 


Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Truxsess 

In  the  ^egative  -  None 

Mr  I'agulre  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  the 
following  ordinance 

Mr  President 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
instructing  them  to  report  an  ordinance  allowing  members  of 
the  Council  two  dollars  for  each  meeting  they  attend,  now 
report  the  ordinance  according  to  instructions 

An  Ordinance 

Regulating  the  pay  of  Members  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  City  of  Indianapolis 

Sec  1  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  C0uncil  of  Indian- 
apolis.  Thar,  from  and  after  the  first  cay  of  May  1854  each 
member  of  the  Common  Council  shall  receive  for  his  Services 
as  such  Councilman  two  dollars  for  every  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  that  he  may  attend,  to  be  paid  quarterly  as 
other  salaries  are  paid 

Sec  2  All  ordinances  heretofore  passed  regulating  the 
compensation  of  Councilmen  are  hereby  repealed 


Sec  3  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  froi 
its  passage 
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Mr  Maguire  moved  to  amend  the  1st  Section  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  ordaining  clause  and  inserting  "That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  May  1854  each  member  of  the  Common 
Council  shall  receive  for  his  services  two  dollars  for  every 
regular  meeting  and  one  dollar  for  every  Special  meeting  of 
the  Council  that  he  may  attend  to  be  paid  quarterly" 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr.Pitte  moved  to  amend  Section  1st  by  striking  out  "two" 
and  inserting  "three" 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  following  ordinance 
entitled 

Mr  Maguire  moved  to  lay  said  Ordinance  on  the  table. 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

An  Ordinance 

Regulating  the  pay  of  Members  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  City  of  Indianapolis 

Sec  1  Be  it  Ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indian- 
apolis.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  1854  each- 
member  of  the  ^ommon  Council  shall  receive  for  his  services 
as  such  Councilman  three  dollars  for  every  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  that  he  may  attend,  to  be  paid  quarterly  as 
other  salaries  are  paid. 

Sec  2     All  Ordinances  heretofore  passed  regulating 
the  compensation  of  Councilmen  are  hereby  repealed 

Sec  3  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  from  and  after 
its  passage 

Was  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Colley, 
Gray don,  G-owan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Pitts  &  Truxsess     7 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  &  Seibert     6 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Mayor  and  Marshall  be  author- 
ized to  employ  a  police  force  for  to  night 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion 

Adjourned  James  McCready  Mayor 


Attest 
le 

City  Clerk 


James  N  Sweetser 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
August  21  1854 

The  Council  met  at  2  o'clock  P  M.  Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  Councilmen 

The  following  report  was  received. 

Indianapolis  Aug  21  1854 

City  Council 

On  examination  of  the  cisterns,  they  are  all  in  good 
order  except  the  one  at  the  female  institute,  it  leaks,  it 
has  been  repaired  twice,  and  it  is  of  no  use  to  fill  it 
untill  it  is  repaired.   I  have  discharged  my  duty  in  trying 
to  get  Wm  Woods  to  fix  it.   I  think  I  have  done  up  all  the 
work  the  C0uncil  has  give  me 

William  Hughey 
Street  Commissioner 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  authorized 
to  have  said  cistern  repaired  at  the  expense  of  Wm  Wood. 

Mr  Nelson  moved  to  amend  "by  adding, "  provided  said  Wood 
fails  to  repair  it  within  three  days  after  notice  to  him  by 
the  Street  Commissioner. 

Which  motions  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council,  that  the  grad- 
ing and  paving  of  gutter  on  North  Side  of  Washington  Street, 
between  Illinois  and  Tennessee  Streets,  will  be  completed 
in  a  day  or  two  from  this  time.   Mr  Hanlin,  the  contractor, 
is  sick,  and  requested  the  undersigned  to  ask  the  Council  to 
pass  an  order  for  an  estimate  of  the  work  as  soon  as  it  is 
finished 
Indianapolis  Aug  21  1854  James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  make  an  estimate  of  said  work,  for  Mr  Hanlin 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Civil  Engineer 

Specification  for  grading  and  gravelling  Georgia  Street 
between  East  &  Noble  Streets 

The  grading  of  Georgia  Street  to  be  made  in  conformity  to  the 
Profile  of  said  Street,  and  Stakes  inserted  therein  by  the 
Civil  Engineer.   Said  Street  to  be  gravelled  Sixteen  feet 
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wide,  and  twelve  inches  thick  at  the  centre,  and  Six  inches 
at  the  sides.   The  gravelling  to  be  done  with  good  coarse 
gravel  from  the  bed  of  White  river.   The  whole  work  to  be 
finished  and  completed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November 
1854,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Civil  Engineer.   Contractors 
will  bid  for  the  work  by  the  Cubic  Yard  of  excavation,  and 
by  the  Cubic  yard  of  gravel 

Indianapolis  July  29  1854 

The  following  proposals  were  presented  with  said  report 
I  hereby  propose  to  grade  and  gravel  Georgia  Street 
between  East  and  Noble  Streets  agreeable  to  the  profile 
and  specifications  -  the  grading  at  28  cents  per  cubic  yard, 
and  the  gravelling  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard 
Indianapolis  August  12  1854        Robert  Harbison 

Indianapolis  August  12th  1854 
We  the  undersigned  agree  to  grade  and  gravel  Georgia  Street 
between  East  and  Noble  Sts  for  the  Sum  of  25  cts  per  cubic 
yard  for  the  grading,  and  for  the  gravelling  75  cents  per 
yard  James  E  Petty 

Patrick  Gaughan  & 
Martin  Duffry 

%  Seibert  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  award  said 
contract  to  the  best  bidder 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Civil  Engineer 
Specification  for  grading  and  gravelling  side  walk  on 
South  Sice  of  Ohio  Street,  between  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 
Streets.   The  side  walk  to  be  graded  three  inches  below  the 
top  of  Stakes  inserted  therein  by  the  Civil  Engineer,  and  the 
earth  removed  to  the  valley  in  Vermont  Street,  between  Dela- 
ware and  Alabama  Streets.   The  graveling  of  side  walk  to  be 
fifteen  feet  wide,  and  five  inches  thick,  done  with  gravel 
from  White  river.  All  the  work  to  be  finished  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Civil  Engineer.   Proposals  to  be  given  in  for  the  grading 
and  graveling  by  the  Cubic  Yard 
Indianapolis  August  5  1354 

The  following  bid  was  presented  with  said  report 

Indianapolis  Aug  17th  1854 
We  the  undersigned  agree  to  grade  and  gravel  the  side 
walk  on  the  South  Side  of  Ohio  Street,  between  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware  Streets,  the  grading  at  15  cents  per  Cubic  Yard 
and  the  graveling  at  60  cents  per  cubic  yard 

James  E  Petty  & 
Martin  Duffy 
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Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  award  Said  contract 
to  the  best  bidder 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received 

Specification  for  a  Bridge  across  the  Canal  race  on 
West  Street.   The  Bridge  to  be  60  feet  in  length,  and  28  feet 
wide.   The  dimensions  of  lumber  marked  on  the  plan.   Pier  and 
Hand  rails  to  be  good  mortice  and  tennon  work,  properly  pinned. 
Flooring  12  inches  broad,  and  3   inches  thick.   Strips  on  centre 
and  sides  of  bridge  5  &  3   inches.   The  flooring  to  be  properly 
spiked  down  to  the  Stringers,  with  Six  inch  spikes.   The  lumber 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  Bridge  to  be  the  best  quality 
of  White  Oak  timber  free  from  Sap,  Shakes,  and  other  defects. 
So  much  of  the  lumber  of  the  old  Bridge  to  be  used  in  con- 
structing abutments  and  for  boarding  up  the  ends  of  the  New 
Bridge,  and  the  balance  of  the  lumber  to  be  laid  aside  for 
the  use  of  the  City.   All  the  work  to  be  performed  in  a 
substantial  workman  like  manner  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Civil  Engineer,  and  finished  on  or  before  the  fifteenth 
day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  ano.  fifty  four.   Payment  in 
corporation  orders,  when  the  Bridge  is  completed 


Estimate 

Feet  in 

shes 

4  Mud  Sills.  30  feet 

long, 

and 

12x12 

inches 

120  00 

10  Posts       8J-   " 

12x12 

ii 

85 

8  Braces      6^   « 

9x  6 

ii 

11  Stringers  60 

14x10 

h 

660 

22  Rail  Posts  4| 

5x  5 

ii 

99 

Railing 

5x  5 

120 
1136  ."0 
at  22 

$249.92 

Flooring 

12x  3 

1750.0 
$3.75 

65.62 

Laying  the  flooring  &c 

including  the  f 

.pikes 

30  46 

Total   $346.00 
Indianapolis  August  21  1854       James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  said  report  be  concurred  in  and  the 
Civil  Engineer  have  Said  bridge  constructed 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received 

Estimate  &  Specification  for  a  Market  House  on  South  Street 
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13.500  Bricks  in  pillars 
34  000  Cut  Shingles 
5300  feet  Sheeting 


@  $8.00  per  thousand 


4400 
750 
500 

1000 
300 
350 
335 
550 

1050 

500 


52.50 
50.87 
51.25 
Jl.  25 
Si.  25 
51.25 
1.25 
1.25 
(O.lSfr 


hundred 
ii 


$148.00 
85.00 
28.71 
55.00 
9  39 
6.25 
12  50 
3.75 
4  37 
41 


87 


6  87 


Scantling        6x3  @ 

Jorsting         8x3  @ 
do  6x1  © 

caps  or  stringers  9x9  © 

Stringers         6x4  @ 

boarding  at  ends      @ 

cornice  @  $0.12^-  "   foot 

boarding  between  pillars  25x2  inches  @ 

|1.25  pr  hundred 

table  boards  16-g-  feet  long  by  2  feet  broad 

&  4  inches  thick  @  $1.25 

framing  between  pillars  @  $1.25 
Painting  and  Iron  hooks 

18  blocks  7  fee  circumfe ranee  and  2§  feet  high  @ 
$1.00  each  18  00 

Carpenters  work  &c  76  92 

$530.00 
Indianapolis  August  21,  1854      James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
advertise  for  proposals  to  build  the  Market  house  on  South 
Street 


13 


14 


12 

25 
00 


Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed 
431  R  Weeks  For  Labor 


432  J  H  Browns 

433  G-  Kennell  &  Co 

434  Drs.  Kitchen  &   ^ears 


digging  well  &c 
Nozzle 

Attendance  on  Jno 
Sturgeon 

Total 


9.38 
7.30 
4.50 

7  00 


128718 


The  following  report  was  received 

Aug  21  1854 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  monthly 
account  of  the  City  Treasurer,  report  that  they  have  examined 
said  account  and  found  it  to  be  correct. 

James  McCready,  Mayor 
James  N  Sweetser  City  Clerk 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  report  was  received 

Indianapolis  Aug  21st  1854 
To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  City  Council 
I  would  recommend  to  you,  to  have  pumps  placed  at  the 
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Cisterns;  one  at  the  crossing  of  Meridian  Street  and  Ohio, 
as  the  pump  is  of  no  account  as  it  is  at  present,  and  the 
Cistern  at  the  same  place  is  not  in  order,  owing  to  a  crack, 
Six  feet  below  the  cap.   I  would  recommend  to  this  body,  to 
Investigate  the  Bonds  of  the  Contractors  or  builders  of  the 
Cistern  as  there  has  been  some  delay  in  finishing  the  cisterns 
now  under  contract.   I  would  also  recommend  a  pump  at  the 
Third  Ward  School  house  on  New  York  Street,  the  pump  being 
made  useless  oy   throwing  gravel  in  the  spout  (by  boys).   The 
Cistern  on  South  Street  at  the  Depot  is  short  of  one  cap. 
All  the  rest  finished  are  in  good  order.   The  0  K  Bucket 
Company  have  reorganized.   I  would  recommend  the  Company  to 
your  consideration  as  they  have  been  an  efficient  company 
heretofore.   They  are  of  advantage  to  that  part  of  the  City, 
where  fire  cannot  be  reached  by  water  from  the  Cisterns  now 
in  use  This  Company  are  in  want  of  New  Buckets.   I  would 
recommend  you  to  furnish  them,  if  it  meets  with  your  appro- 
bation, and  also  a  proper  room  to  hold  their  meetings 

Yours 

J  B  Fitler 

Chief  Engineer 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  pumps  be  repaired  immediately, 
and  that  part  of  said  report  in  reference  to  the  0  K  Bucket 
Company  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  following  named  men  served  as  Special  watchmen 
as  follows 

Amos  Scott 
Joseph  Britney 
Almon  A  Scott 
Henry  Jepson 
Wm  N  Foster 
Henry  Vandergriff 


Mr  Pitts  moved  That  Said  watchmen  be  paid  two  dollars  per 
night 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Subject  of  Cisterns, 
after  due  consideration,  recommend  that  there  located  and 
built  cisterns  as  follows  to  wit:   One  in  the  first  ward  at 
the  crossing  of  New  Jersey  and  Wood  Streets;  in  the  Second 
Ward  one  at  the  crossing  of  Pennsylvania  and  Market  Streets; 


2 
2 
1 
o 

nights 

6 

2 
1 

«                $22.00 
Benjamin  Pilbean 
City  Marshall 
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in  the  third  ward  one  to  be  located  wherever  the  Council- 
man of  said  ward  may  direct,  in  the  fourth  ward  one  opposite 
the  Carlisle  house,  in  the  fifth  ward  one  at  the  crossing  of 
Maryland  and  Mississipi  Streets  -  in  the  Sixth  ward  one  at 
the  Branch  Bank  -  in  the  Seventh  ward  two,  to  be  located  by 
the  Councilmen  of  the  Said  Seventh  ward  -  all  of  which  is 
Respectfully  Submitted 

John  S  Avery 
Alex  G-raydon  Jr 
W  H  Jones 
Henry  H  Nelson 
S  Dunlap 
C  Go wan 
Hiram  Seibert 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  Said  report  be  adopted 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  advertise  for  proposals  to  build  Said  Cisterns 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
require  bidders  to  State  the  time  they  will  complete  the 
Cisterns  they  bid  for. 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
words  "bidders  to,"  and  insert  "have  Said  cisterns  completed 
on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December  1854" 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  open  the  gutter  on  the  North  side  of  Maryland  Street 
from  Tennessee  to  Mississipi  Street 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truksess.    14 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  be  requested  to  report 
at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Council, ' whether  the 
Telegraph  Companies  have  complied  in  every  respect  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ordinances  in  relation  to  the  establish- 
ment of  Telegraph  poles  in  the  City  -  and  if  not  to  explain 
the  reason  why. 
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Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truksess   14 

In  the  Negative,  None 

Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  have 
the  School  Lot  in  the  7th  ward  graded  and  graveled  sufficiently 
high  to  run  the  water  off 

Adopted  oy   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Trucksess   14 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Council  now  proceed  to  appoint  one 
other  watchman  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed  for 
the  1st  7th  4th  is  5th  wards 

Mr  Boaz  moved  to  amend  by  adding  one  for  the  6th  ward 

Mr  Karns  moved  to  amend  by  adding  one  for  the  2nd  ward 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Nelson  moved  to  amend  oy   adding  one   to  the  3d  ward 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  :  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  resolving  clause  and  inserting  "That  the 
Judiciary  Committee  inquire  whether  it  be  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  police  force,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail,  and  the  following  resolution 
Resolved  That  this  Council  now  proceed  to  appoint  one 
other  watchman  in  addition  to  those  already  appointed  for  the 
1st  7th  4th  5th  6th  2nd  &  3d  wards 

Was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  G-raydon,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley  &  Pitts   8 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess   6 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
notify  the  owner  or  agent  of  the  property  to  dig  a  ditch 
sufficiently  large  to  completely  drain  the  pond  at  the  South 
west  corner  of  the  City  grave  yard  and  on  failure  to  comply 
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with  this  resolution  to  proceed  to  drain  said  pond  at  the 
expense  of  the  owner  of  the  property 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 

Colley,  G-raydon,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Pitts  &  Trucksess  8 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Dunlap,  Keeley,  &  Nelson   3 

Mr  Boaz  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
make  the  sice  walk  at  the  crossing  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Georgia  Street  on  the  west  side  of  Pennsylvania  Street,  and 
make  a  culvert  under  said  walk  sufficient  to  drain  G-eorgia 
Street 

Adopted  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  -  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Trucksess   13 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  prepared  plan, 
specification  and  estimate  for  building  a  Bridge  across  the 
Canal  on  Vermont  Street  and  report  at  our  next  meeting 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts ;  Seibert  and  Trucksess     12 

In  the  Negative  -  Messr  G-raydon   1 

Mr  Boaz  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  and  drain  the  two  mud  holes  in  the  Bluff  road  sufficient 
that  people  can  get  in  the  City  with  wagons 

Mr  Nelson  moved  to  refer  said  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets  and  alleys 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  by  Striking  out  the  word  "and 
drain" 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  following  resolution 
Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  the  two  mud  holes  in  the  Bluff  Road  sufficient  that 
people  can  get  in  the  City  with  wagons 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Growan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess     10 
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In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  G-raydon,  &  Nelson     2 

Mr  Avery  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  on  Ohio  Street  by  Mr 
Huntington  as  soon  as  said  work  is  completed 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Night  Watchmen 

Mr  Maguire  moved  to  postpone  said  election  until  next 
meeting.   Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

The  following  persons  were  elected  watchmen 

First  ward  Jefferson  Springtean 

Second  ward  Amos  Scott 

Third  ward  David  Anderson 

Fourth  ward  Robert  Johnson 

Fifth  ward  Benjamin  Sobaugh 

Sixth  ward  G-eorge  S  Thompson 

Seventh  ward  Hubbard  Adams 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  the  difficulty  existing  between  the 
Sexton  of  the  grave  yard  and  Mr  Weaver  be  referred  to  the 
City  Attorney,  for  his  opinion  to  be  reported  at  the  next 
meeting 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  when  the  Council  adjourn,   they 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Friday  evening  at  candle  lighting 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr .Nelson  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  make  an  estimate 
of  the  work  done  on  Illinois  Street  by  Mr  Lowman,  and  that 
Charles  Mayer  have  the  priviledge  of  stopping  the  work  in 
front  of  his  lot  for  the  present,  provided  said  Mayer  pays 
the  full  amount  of  the  estimate,  and  will  depend  upon  the 
completion  of  said  work  hereafter,  by  the  said  Lowman 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  a  committee  of  three  consisting  of 
^essrs  Maguire,  Dunlap,  and  G-raydon  be  appointed  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  Mayor  to  receive  the  Councilmen  from 
Dayton  Ohio  upon  their  contemplated  visit  to  this  City 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  the  C0uncil  adjourned 
Attest  James  McCready  Mayor 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
August  25  1854 

The  Council  met  at  8  o'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the  members 
except  Mr  Gowan  and  the  President 

On  motion  Mr  Karns  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

The  following  report  from  the  City  Attorney  was  on  motion 
of  Mr  Colley  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  minutes 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
On  the  24th  inst  I  received  a  communication  from  Mr 
Henry  Stumph,  Sexton  of  the  public  grave  yard,  relative  to 
the  difficulty  between  him  and  Mr  Weaver,  which  matter  was 
referred  to  me  by  the  Council  at  its  last  meeting,  in  which 
he  says  -  The  true  state  of  the  present  difficulty  between 
Mr  Weaver  and  myself  is  this,   Mr  Weaver  claims  the  right  to 
employ  whom  he  pleases  to  dig  graves  and  has  actually  employed 
others  -  He  has  broken  open  the  gates  of  the  yard,  and  desig- 
nated the  places  of  interment.   Mr  Weaver  or  his  partner 
Mr  Williams  have  appropriated  to  their  own  use  the  plank  and 
post  of  the  partition  fence  in  the  Centre  grave  yard,  and 
made  boxes  for  the  dead  out  of  the  plank,  and  that  fence  is 
now  open.   They  have  buried  four  bodies  in  three  of  the  alleys 
of  the  old  grave  yard,  and  left  a  grave  open,  about  two  feet 
deep,  in  one  of  the  alleys  of  said  yard  -  all  of  which  is  a 
serious  interruption  to  the  uniformity  and  convenience  of 
said  yard.   They  have  buried  eleven  bodies  without  consult- 
ation with  me,  and  without  paying  me  as  Sexton  of  the  City, 
for  said  graves.   ^  have  received  no  written  statement  from 
Mr  Weaver,  or  Williams;  but  in  a  conversation  with  Mr  Williams 
he  denied  most  of  the  statements  of  Mr  Stumph,  and  says,  that 
on  one  occasion,  they  opened  the  gate  of  the  grave  yard  by 
drawing  the  steeples  when  Mr.  Stumph  was  away  and  no  one  left 
in  charge.   They  had  either  to  do  this,  lift  the  corpse  over 
the  fence,  or  to  delay  the  burial  for  an  indefinite  time  in 
order  to  hunt  up  Mr  Stumph.   That  they  employed  a  grave  digger 
because  Mr  Stumph  was  often  absent  when  needed  -  drank  a  great 
part  of  the  time  -  and  because  of  his  refusal  to  dig  graves 
unless  they  paid  him  in  advance,  which  they  refused  to  do 
wishing  him  to  wait  untill  they  received  the  money  from  their 
employers,  and  to  lose  it  in  case  it  was  not  so  obtained,  as 
they  did  the  price  of  the  coffin  and  attendance  :  -  That  it 
is  almost  always  the  case  that  the  friends  of  the  deceased 
select  the  place  where  the  grave  is  to  be  dug  -  that  some 
time  last  summer  he,  Mr  Williams,  took  five  or  six  plank 
from  a  pile  between  Union  Cemetry  and  the  grave  yard  laid  out 
by  Mr  Peck  to  make  a  box  of,  the  one  prepared  being  too  small, 
and  they  being  in  a  hurry.   He  admitted  that  they  had  hired 
other  persons  to  dig  graves  to  a  greater  number  then  eleven, 
without  consulting  Mr  Stumph  or  paying  him  therefor.   The  other 
charges  he  denied.   If  Mr  Stumphs  charges  are  true  and  there  is 
no  palliating  circumstances;  ^r  Weaver  and  Williams  have  done 
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wrong  and  are  answerable  therefor,  and  if  their  charges  against 
Mr  Stumph  are  well  grounded,  he  deserves  to  be  removed  without 
delay  and  some  "fit" ,  person,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
Ordinance  put  in  his  place.   It  is  no  easy  matter  to  decide  a 
difficulty  where  the  statements  are  contradictory  -  but  if 
Mr  Stumph  neglects  his  duty  and  is  inefficient  from  any  cause 
whatever  the  dead  are  not,  for  that  reason  merely  because  he 
is  Sexton  to  remain  unburied,  but  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case  alone  any  person,  undertaker  or  friends  of  the  deceased 
would  have  the  right  to  employ  others,  and  to  enter  and  dig 
graves,  and  to  bury  the  dead  therein.   The  public  burying 
ground  was  granted,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  to  the  town  of  Indianapolis,  for  a  public  burial  place 
for  said  town,  at  an  early  day.   It  belongs  to  the  City.   The 
Common  Council  of  the  City  have  the  exclusive  power  and  control 
over  it  for  that  purpose.   They  have  power  to  appoint  a 
Sexton,  and  to  establish  such  rules  and  regulations  as  are 
necessary  to  preserve  it  sacred,  and  to  secure  uniformity  and 
convenience  The  Sexton  so  elected  or  appointed  has  a  general 
Superintendance  over  the  public  burying  ground.   It  is  his 
duty  to  keep  it  in  repair,  and  to  be  present  in  person  or  by 
deputy  to  designate  the  place  of  interment  with  a  view  to 
regularity.   But  this  would  not  prevent  other  persons  from 
selecting  a  place  for  interment  if  it  has  not  been  previously 
chosen,  or  occupied,  and  it  does  not  introduce  irregularity. 

(Ordinance  of  April  20  1352) 
The  Sexton  has  the  right  to  dig  the  graves.   But  if  he  does 
not  attend  to  his  duty  -  leaves  the  yard,  and  from  any  cause 
is  unable,  or  does  not  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office, 
burial  is  not  to  be  denied  the  dead   If  he  locks  the  gate 
or  goes  off,  I  can  see  no   reason  why  persons  should  be  bound 
to  stop  a  funeral  until  he  could  be  found  to  open  the  gate. 
If  he  refuses,  or  is  unable  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  of 
Sexton,  the  public  cannot  be  compelled  to  wait  until  he  gets 
in  a  better  mood,  or  recovers  from  his  inability.   But  if  he 
is  a  fit  person  and  discharges  the  duties  of  his  office 
properly  no  one  has  the  right  to  exercise  any  authority  or 
control  in  said  burying  ground  so  far  as  his  province  extends. 
As  before  said  he  has  the  right  to  dig  graves,  to  designate 
the  place  of  interment  with  a  view  to  Simply.   As  to  the 
place  if  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  alleys,  or  regulations 
established  to  secure  uniformity  and  convenience,  the  Sexton 
has  no  right  to  say  anything.   And  in  all  things  he  should 
act  reasonably  -  not  arbitrarily.   He  has  the  general  care 
and  Superintendance  of  said  burying  ground.   ^t  is  his  duty 
to  keep  the  same  in  good  order,  and  any  person  who  enters 
said  burying  ground  and  violates  his  rights,  or  acts  contrary 
to  the  established  regulations  is  a  wrong  doer 

Respectfully  Submitted 
N  B  Taylor 
City  Atty 
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The  following  petition  was  presented 

The  undersigned  property  holders  on  N  York  St  between 
Illinois  &  Meridian  Strs  petition  the  City  Council  of 
Indianapolis  to  finish  grading  and  gravelling  of  N  York  St 
&  Sidewalks  between  Illinois  &  Meridian  Strs,  to  give  order 
to  the  Civil  Engineer  to  set  stakes  &  advertise  for  bids. 
The  one  &  the  other  we  respectfully  request  to  cause  to  be 
done  so  soon  as  possible  at  the  expense  of  the  property 
holders 

i  of  Very  repectfully 

the  one  hundred  and  ninety       Abm  L  Voorhees 
five  feet  C  G  M'Lean 

oroperty  holders  195'  G-  Sherman 

195' 

485 

Mr  Maguire  moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted 
and  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  set  stakes  and  advertise 
for  proposals  to  do  said  work 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Keeley  moved 
450  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  pay  $12. 50  for  one 
quarters  rent  of  his  office 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  accounts  were  allowed 

447  C  C  Campbell   for  Sheriffs  costs  in  suits 

at  court  by  the  City  $  15.08 

448  H  Vandergrifts  for  boarding  prisoners  in 

the  Jail  2.30 

449  F  Clark        for  Labor  6.25 
446  Levi  Comegys     H  hanging  bells  at  Marion 

&  Releif  Engine  Houses        85.00 


~fl09. 13 


The  following  report  was  presented 


To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  Select  Committe  to  whom  was  referred  the  Selection 
and  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  City  Hospital  -  Respectfully 
report,  that  they  have  negotiated  with  James. Turner  Esqr 
for  a  tract  of  land  containing  about  five  acres,  laying 
South  of  the  City  one  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Washington 
Street;  for  the  Sum  of  two  thousand  dollars.   It  is  eligibly 
Situated  being  the  most  elevated  land  in  that  vicinity  - 
There  is  an  excellent  well  of  water  on  the  lot;  and  has 
every  appearance  of  being  a  healthy  location  -  We  would 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  Council  the  approval  of  the 
purchase  it  being  the  best  and  cheapest  "that  can  be  obtained 
that  is  suitable  for  the  purpose  intended  -  Mr  Turner  will 
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give  the  City  a  Warranty  deed  for  the  Same  immediately;  and 
wait  the  coming  in  of  the  revenue  of  the  present  year  for 
his  pay  -  Therefore 

Resolved  That  an  order  be  made  to  James  Turner  upon 
the  Treasury  for  two  thousand  dollars,  so  soon  as  the  deed 
is  consumated  and  approved  by  the  City  Attorney 

L  Dunlap 
Henry  H  Nelson 
John  L  Avery 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  report  be  received  and  spread 
on  the  minutes 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Jones,  Karns   Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess     11 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Graydon  &  Pitts   2 

Mr  Trucksess  moved  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  investigate  the  difficulty  existing  between  the  Sexton  of 
the  grave  yard  and  Mr  Weaver 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Messrs  Trucksess,  Colley  and  Pitts  were  appointed  said 
Committee 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed, 
to  repair  immediately  the  Culvert  at  the  crossing  of  New  Jersey 
and  Washington  Streets,  under  the  direction  of  the  Councilmen 
of  the  first  and  seventh  v/ards 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
September  4  1354 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  Councilraen  except  Mr  G-raydon 

The  Treasurers  monthly  report  was  received  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Karns  was  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  for 
examination 

The  following  report  was  presented 

"The  Cisterns  are  all  in  good  order  except  the  one  at 
the  female  institute,  that  is  but  half  full.   The  mud  holes 
on  the  Bluff  road  is  made  in  passable  order  and  didtches  cut. 
The  bridge  across  Pogues  Run  is  repaired  according  to  order. 

Wm  Hughey 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  report  was  accepted 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council,  that  William 
Wood  has  not  complied  with  his  contract  for  the  construction 
of  two  cisterns  -  one  at  the  crossing  of  Ohio  and  East 
Street  -  the  other  at  the  crossing  of  Illinois  and  North  Street, 
Said  Cisterns  should  have  been  finished  by  the  first  of  this 
month,  but  the  fist  named  Cistern  remains  in  an  unfinished 
state,  and  the  other  was  partially  taken  down  and  rebuilt,  and 
is  too  high  for  the  grade  of  the  Street.   The  Council  will 
please  direct  what  is  to  be  done  in  the  matter 
Indianapolis  Sep  4  1354  James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  report  be  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Cisterns 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  Council, 
that  the  Telegraph  Companies  have  not  complied  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  establishment 
of  Telegraph  poles  in  the  City.   The  poles  erected  under  the 
Ordinance  have  not  been  painted,  and  several  of  the  poles 
have  not  been  planted  sufficiently  deep  in  the  ground  -  the 
Stump  ends  extending  considerably  above  the  level  of  the 
Street,  which  should  either  be  lowered,  or  hewn  off 
Indianapolis  Sep  4  1854  James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  said  report  was  received 

The  following  report  v/as  presented 

Estimate  for  a  Bridge  across  the  Canal  on  Vermont  Street 


345 


4  mud  Sills   30  feet 

long, 

and 

12x12 

inches 

120 

Feet 

,  00 

inches 

10  Posts      8   " 

ii 

n 

12x12 

ii 

80 

00 

5  Cross  ties   3   w 

it 

n 

12x12 

it 

15 

00 

8  Braces      6   " 

ii 

ii 

9x6 

inches 

48 

0 

2  Caps       28   " 

n 

ii 

12x12 

ti 

56 

0 

11  Stringers  40   " 

ii 

n 

14x10 

440 

0 

11     "     28   " 

ii 

it 

14x10 

308 

0 

26  Rail  Posts  4&  " 

ii 

ii 

5x5 

117 

0 

Railing 

5x5 

136 
1320. 

@ 

0 

20 

cents 

pr  ft 

$264.0 

Flooring 

12x3 

5970 

e 

fl- 

25 pr 

hd 

74 
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Laying  floor,  including  Spikes 

33 

38 

Total    $372.00 


Specification. 

The  Bridge  to  be  68  feet  long  and  28  feet  wide.   The 
dimensions  of  lumber  are  marked  on  the  plan.   Pier  and  hand 
Rails  to  be  good  mortice  and  tennon  work  properly  pinned. 
Flooring  12  inches  broad,  and  3  inches  thick.  Strips  on  centre 
and  sides  5  &  3  inches.   The  flooring  to  be  properly  spiked 
dov/n  to  the  stringers  with  six  inch  spikes.   Lumber  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  bridge  to  be  the  best  quality  of 
white  oak  timber  free  from  shakes,  sap  and  other  defects. 
All  the  work  to  be  performed  in  a  substantial  workman  like 
manner  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Civil  Engineer,  and  finished 
on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  November  1854.   Payment  in  corpor- 
ation orders  when  the  bridge  is  completed 
Indianapolis  Sep  2  1854  James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  said  report  be  received  and  the  Civil 
Engineer  be  authorized  to  advertise  for  proposals  to  construct 
the  Bridge 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  said  report  be  laid  on  the  Table 

Which  motion  prevailed 


The  following  accounts  were  allowed 
452  Lewis  Lay        for  Sinking  well  at  Madison  Depot 


474  Michal  0' Con el 

Labor 

455  Wm  Luney 
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454  Pat  Nolin 

it 

456  Maurice  O'Conel 

ti 
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457  Holmon  Cavel 

ii 

458  John  Pigg 

n 

453  Patrick  Sullivan 


|  3.00 
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10.62 
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3  75 

26.50 
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17.25 
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Mr  Maguire  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  presented 
the  following  ordinance  prusuant  to  the  instruction  of  the 
Council 

An  Ordinance  to  establish  a  police  force  in  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,  and  prescribing  its  duties 

Sec  1  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  that  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  establish- 
ed, in  said  City,  a  police  force,  to  consist  for  the  present, 
of  two  watchmen  in  each  ward  of  said  City  who  shall  be  under 
the  direction  of  a  cheif  or  Superintendent 

Sec  2  Said  watchmen  shall  be  elected  by  the  Common 
Council  of  said  City  annually,  at  the  time  set  apart  for 
the  election  of  other  officers  elected  by  said  Council  sub- 
sequent to  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  of  each  year;  provided, 
that  the  persons  already  elected  shall  continue  as  such 
until  the  next  annual  election,  and  said  Council  shall,  at 
any  time,  select  persons  to  fill  any  vacansies  which  may 
occur  in  said  watch;  and  said  watchmen  shall,  before  entering 
upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  each  take  an  oath  before 
the  Mayor  or  other  officer  qualified  to  administer  oaths,  to 
support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  faithfully  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  watchman  of  said  City,  while  serving  as  such 

Sec  3     Said  watchmen  shall  each  receive  for  their 
sei'vices  the  sum  of  per  day,  and  in  addition 

thereto  the  fees  which  the  Marshall  would  otherwise  be 
entitled  to,  in  all  cases  of  arrests  made  by  them,  when  the 
party  arrested  is  convicted 

Sec  4  The  Marshall  of  said  City  shall  be  chief  of  said 
watch,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  see  that  they  discharge 
their  duties  properly,  and  to  have  the  general  superinten- 
dance  over  them,  and  to  report  any  delinquencies  to  the 
said  Council 

Sec  5  The  hours  of  service  of  said  watch  shall  be  from 
O'clock  of  each  evening  until  of  the  next 

morning,  and  each  of  such  periods  shall  constitute  one   day 

Sec  6  The  watchmen  elected  for  each  ward  shall  perform 
service  in  their  respective  wards,  and  shall  not,  unless  in 
a  case  of  emergency,  or  when  directed  by  the  chief  of  said 
watch,  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  respective  wards 

Sec  7  It  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of 
said  watchmen,  during  the  hours  of  their  service,  to  keep 
strict  watch  within  the  bounds  of  their  respective  wards, 
and  to  observe  the  conduct  and  movements  of  all  suspicious 
persons,  to  suppress  all  riots,  disturbances,  and  unlawful 
assemblages,  and  to  arrest  without  process  and  bring  before 
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the  Mayor  or  commit  to  Jail  until  the  next  morning,  when  they 
shall  be  brought  before  the  Mayor  for  trial,  any  and  all  persons 
discovered  or  caught  in  the  act  of  violating  any  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  said  City,  or  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  or  in  the 
commission  of  any  unlawful  act,  and  all  persons  concerned 
therein 

Sec  8  No  watchmen,  or  any  person  engaged  in  said  watch, 
shall  be  bail  for  any  person  arrested  by  any  officer,  for  any 
offense,  or  for  any  reason,  either  for  appearance  at  court, 
or  for  any  other  purpose 

Sec  9   If  any  of  said  watchmen  shall  neglect  their  duty, 
or  be  absent  at  any  time;  without  a  valid  excuse,  such  watch- 
man may  be  removed  from  said  watch  by  said  Council,  and  in 
case  of  the  absence  of  any  of  said  watch,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  chief  of  said  watch,  if  he  deems  it  necessary, 
to  employ  a  fit  person  to  fill  the  place  of  such  absentee, 
until  such  absentee  returns  or  a  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified,  for  which  service  such  person  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  pay 

Sec  10  No  watchman  shall  be  entitled  to  an  allowance 
for  services  until  he  produces  to  the  Council  a  certificate 
from  the  chief  of  said  watch,  stating  the  amount  of  service 
rendered  by  him 

Mr  Maguire  moved  to  amend  the  first  Section  hy   striking 
out  the  word  "two"  and  insert  "one" 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  first  blank  in  Section  5  be 
filled  with  "Nine  and  the  second  blank  of  said  Section  be 
filled  with  "five  O'clock",  from  the  1st  of  March  to  the 
1st  of  Sept 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  the  4th  Section,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "Marshall  of  said  City  shall  be  Chief"  and 
insert  "Council  shall  elect  one  of  said  watchmen  as 
captain" 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  moved  to  amend  the  4th  Section  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "of  said  watch  the  following  words  "to 
serve  for  the  present  year,  or  until  his  successor  is 
elected  and  qualified" 


Which  motion  prevailed 
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Mr  Karns  moved  to  amend  the  3d  Section  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  words  "per  day" 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr*  Colley  moved  to  amend  Section  8  by   striking  out  the  words 
"any  officer"  and  insert  the  words  "him  or  said  watch" 

ich  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  to  amend  the  7th  Section  by   inserting  after 
the  words  "trial"  the  words  "except  the  day  following  should 
be  Sunday,  in  which  case  they  shall  be  brought  before  the 
Kay or  on  the  Monday  following" 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Jones  moved  That  the  blank  in  Section  3  be  filled  with 
"one  dollar  and  fifty  "cents" 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  said  Blank  be  filled  with  "two  dollars" 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  said  Blank  be  filled  with  one  dollar 
and  twenty  five  cents" 

And  the  Ayes  and  noes  being  demanded  on  the  motion  to  fill 
said  blank  with  two  dollars 

Said  motion  was  lost  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Go wan, 
Karns,  Keeley,  &  Pitts     4 

In  the  Nagative  -  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  Dunlap,  Jones, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Seibert  &  TrUcksess     8 

The  Ayes  and  Noes  being  demanded  on  the  motion  to  fill  said 
Blank  with  "one  dollar  and  fifty  cents"  said  motion  prevailed 
by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Pitts  &  Trucksess   9 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  Maguire,  Nelson,  & 
Seibert     4 

Mr  Maguire  moved  to  amend  by  adding  "Section  11,"   This 
ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  the  reading  of  said  Ordinance  by  Sections  by  consent 
of  the  Council,  the  word  "Cheif"  where  it  occurs  was  stricken 
out  and  "Captain"  inserted 

Mr  Karns   moved  to  amend  Section  10  by  adding  "which  certifi- 
cate shall  be  returned  to  the  Council  the  first  meeting  of 
each  month" 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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Mr  Jones  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  Ordinance 
be  read  the  third  time 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  following  Ordinance  en- 
titled 

An  Ordinance  to  establish  a  police  force  in  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,  and  prescribing  its  duties 

Sec  1  Be  it  Ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 

of  Indianapolis,  that  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  established, 

in  said  City,  a  police  force,  to  consist  for  the  present  of 

two  watchmen  in  each  ward  of  said  City  who  shall  be  under  the 
direction  of  a  Captain 

Sec  2  Said  watchmen  shall  be  elected  by  the  Common 
Council  of  said  City  annually,  at  the  time  set  apart  for  the 
election  of  other  officers  elected  by  said  Council  subse- 
quent to  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  of  each  year;  provided, 
that  the  persons  already  elected  shall  continue  as  such  until 
the  next  annual  election,  and  said  C0uncil  shall  at  any  time, 
select  persons  to  fill  any  vacansies  v/hich  may  occur  in  said 
watch;  and  said  watchmen  before  entering  upon  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  each  take  an  oath  before  the  Mayor  or  other 
officer  qualified  to  administer  oaths,  to  support  the  Con- 
stitutiion  of  the  United  States,  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
a  watchman  of  said  City,  while  serving  as  such- 
Sec  3  Said  watchmen  shall  each  receive  for  their 
services  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day 

Sec  4  The  Council  shall  elect  one  of  said  watchmen  as 
captain  of  said  watch,  to  serve  for  the  present  year,  or  until 
his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified,  and  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  see  that  the  watchmen  discharge  their  duties  properly, 
to  have  the  general  Superintendance  over  them;  and  to  report 
any  delinquencies  to  the  said  Council 

Sec  5  The  hours  of  service  of  said  watch  shall  be  from 
nine  o'clock  of  each  evening  until  five  O'clock  of  the  next 
morning,  and  each  of  such  periods  shall  constitute  one  day 

Sec  6  The  watchmen  elected  for  each  ward  shall  perform 
service  in  their  respective  wards,  and  shall  not,  unless  in  a 
case  of  emergency,  or  when  directed  by  the  Captain  of  said 
v.atch,  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  respective  wards 

Sec  7   It  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of 
said  watchmen,  during  the  hours  of  their  service,  to  keep 
strict  watch  within  the  bounds  of  their  respective  wards, 
and  to  observe  the  conduct  and  movements  of  all  suspicious 
persons,  to  suppress  all  riots,  disturbances,  and  unlawful 
assemblages;  and  to  arrest  without  process  and  bring  before 
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the  Mayor,  or  commit  to  Jail  until  the  next  morning,  when  they 
shall  he  brought,  before  the  Mayor  for  trial,  except  the  day 
following  should  be  Sunday  in  which  case  they  shall  be  brought 
before  the  Mayor  on  the  Monday  following,  any  and  all  persons 
discovered  or  caught  in  the  act  of  violating  any  of  the 
ordinances  of  said  City,  or  laws  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  or  in 
the  commission  of  any  unlawful  act,  and  all  persons  concerned 
therein 

Sec  8  No  watchman,  or  any  person  engaged  in  said  watch, 
shall  be  bail  for  any  person  arrested  by  him  or  said  watch, 
for  any  offense,  or  for  any  reason,  either  for  appearance 
at  Court,  or  for  any  other  purpose 

Sec  9   If  any  of  said  watchman  shall  neglect  their  duty, 
or  be  absent  at  any  time,  without  a  valid  excuse,  such  watch- 
man may  be  removed  from  said  watch  by  said  Council;  and  in 
case  of  the  absence  of  any  of  said  watch,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Captain  of  said  watch,  if  he  deems  it  necessary,  to 
employ  a  fit  person  to  fill  the  place  of  such  absentee,  until 
such  absentee  returns  or  a  successor  is  elected  and  qualified, 
for  which  service  such  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
pay 

Sec  10  No  watchman  shall  be  entitled  to  an  allowance 
for  services  until  he  produces  to  the  Council  a  certificate 
from  the  Captain  of  said  watch,  stating  the  amount  of  service 
rendered  ^oy   him,  which  certificate  shall  be  returned  to  the 
Council  the  first  meeting  of  each  month 

Sec  11  This  Ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage 

Was  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Pitts  &  Trucksess   8 
In  the  Negative  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
and  Seibert     5 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  Caleb  Scudder  be  allowed  three 
dollars  per  day  for  15  days  service  in  taking  an  enumeration 
of  the  children  in  the  City  of  Suitable  age  to  attend  District 
Schools. 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  contract  with  Mr  Moffit  in  reference  to  the  town 
Clock 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Messrs  Karns,  Keeley  &  Seibert  were  appointed  said 
Committee 
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It  Nelson  moved  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
examine  Mr  Sheas  contract,  for  grading  Washington  Street  West 
of  the  Canal 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Messrs  Nelson,  Colley  &  Jones  were  appointed  said  Committee 

Mr  Trucksess  from  a  special  committee  on  the  subject  pre- 
sented the  Affidavits  of  Messrs  John  Wilson,  Jeremiah  Weekly 
&  George  Bisbing  against  Mr  Stumph,  Sexton  of  the  Grave  yard 

Mr  Karns  moved  that  said  Affidavits  be  laid  upon  the  table 
and  the  City  Marshall  be  instructed  to  notify  Stumph  of  the 
Complaint  against  him 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  communication  was  received 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis   Gentlemen 
As  the  Agent  representing  the  owner  of  the  'grave  yard 
pond'  I  protest  against  the  action  of  your  Council  ordering 
the  drainage  of  the  same  at  the  expense  of  the  owners,  until 
the  City,  shall  first  perform  her  portion  of  the  same,  by 
making  the  proper  improvement  on  Kentucky  Avenue,  through 
said  pond  to  the  River  for  the  accommodations  of  the  Citizens 
Until  this  (Kentucky)  Avenue  is  properly  graded  so  that  the 
public  shall  be  accommodated  in  that  portion  of  the  City  by 
having  the  proper  access  to  the  River,  little  or  no  value 
can  attach  to  the  ownership  of  said  pond,  and  the  expense  of 
such  drainage  would  be  onerous  and  vexacious  to  the  owners 
of  said  property  -  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  owners  of  said 
property  that  said  pond  cannot  be  drained  but  will  have  to 
be  filled  up  in  a  great  measure,  and  that  therefore  any  ex- 
pense incurred  by  drainage  will  be  wholly  lost  to  the  owners, 
and  it  should  not  be  done.   When  said  Avenue  is  made  through 
said  pond  to  the  River,  as  the  interest  of  the  Citizens 
requires  it  shall  be,  a  large  part  of  the  present  pond  will 
be  darned  up  North  of  the  Street  or  Avenue,  and  cannot  be 
drained  in  any  other  manner  than  by  filling  up;  and  that 
portion  of  said  pond,  South  of  the  Street,  or  Avenue,  is  at 
the  present  time  deeper  than  the  bed  of  the  river  so  that  in 
fact  it  will  have  to  be  filled  up  also  in  order  to  drain  it; 
and  every  attempt  to  drainage  by  ditching  will  be  so  much 
labor  lost,  and  money  entirely  thrown  away.   The  undersigned 
therefore  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  said  property  respect- 
fully respectfully  asks  the  Council  to  review  their  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  drainage  of  said  pond,  and  suspend 
all  action  in  relation  thereto,  until  they,  the  City  Council 
at  least  shall  have  made  the  Avenue  through  the  same  a  good 
and  proper  road  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Citzens,  and 
until  said  property  shall  be  divided  amongst  the  heirs 

John  S  Eckert 
3y  W  Sullivan  his  agent 
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Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  vote  on  the  resolution  instructing 
the  Street  Commissioner  to  drain  said  ground  on  failure  of 
the  owners  to  do  so  after  notice  be  reconsidered 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  petition  was  received 

Indianapolis  Sept  4  1854 
To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  being  desirous  to  make  a  gutter  and 
pavement  in  front  of  his  lot  on  South  Meridian  Street  respect- 
fully asks  your  honorable  body  to  grant  him  permission  to  do 
so,  and  also  that  you  authorize  the  City  Engineer  to  set  the 
grade  stakes 

James  Vanblaricum 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted 

V/hich  motion  prevailed 

478  Mr  Maguire  moved  that  the  Engineer  be  instructed  to  make 
an  estimate  for  work  done  on  Illinois  Street  by  Mr  Lohman, 
deducting  10  pr  cent  to  insure  the  completion  thereof,  and 
that  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  draw  a  warrant  for  the 
amt  due  from  the  City  to  Mr  Lohman 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  is  hereby  authorized 
to  set  the  grade  stakes  for  the  Side  walk  along  the  property 
of  John  Clark  Lot  6  Square  50 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  3-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Whereas  in  consequence  of  Ja.mes  Turner's  not  complying 
with  a  contract  made  with  him  in  the  purchase  of  a  certain 
five  acre  lot  as  a  site  for  a  City  Hospital,  it  will  become 
necessary  that  some  further  action  be  had  by  the  Council, 
therefore 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
select  some  other  location  for  a  City  Hospital,  and  report 
their  proceedings  as  soon  as  a  purcha.se  may  be  effected 
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Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Go wan  Jones,  Karns ,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Messrs  Dunlap,  Nelson  fc Avery  were  appointed  said  Committee 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
examine  the  Central  Rail  Road  on  Maryland  Street  east  of 
Pogues  Run  and  report  to  the  Council  if  they  have  complied 
with  the  Ordinance 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  notify  the 
Cincinnati  and  Indianapolis  Rail  Road  Company  to  remove  within 
ten  days  all  the  tracks  laid  on  Louisiana  Street  in  violation 
of  An  Ordinance  granting  them,  the  privi ledge  of  occupying 
touisiana  Street  for  said  Rail  Road  and  on  failure  thereof 
the  Street  Commissioner  proceed  to  remove  the  same  at  the 
expense  of  the  Company 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Gowan,  Jones,  Keeley  Pitts  &  Seibert     7 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Karns,  Maguire, 
Nelson  &  Trucksess     6 

Silas  Harris  verbally  tendered  his  resignation  as  watchman 
for  the  6th  ward 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  said  resignation  was  accepted 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  Clerk  was  authorized  to  draw 
warrants  in  favor  of  the  watchmen  upon  a  certificate  of 
service  being  presented  to  him  by  the  Marshall. 

(460) 

(  10) 

(473) 

(477) 

On  motion  of  Mr  Boaz  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  watchman  for  the  6th  ward 

William  M' Claim  was  elected  watchman  for  the  6th  ward 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Captain  of  the  watch 

Jefferson  Springstean  was  elected  Captain  of  the  watch 

Mr  kelson  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
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to  dig  a  gutter  in  front  of  Charles  Mayers  property  on  the 
South  Side  of  North  Street  and  the  East  Side  of  Illinois 
Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  draw 
a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  for  $28.86f ,  the  amount  due  William 
H&nlin  for  paving  and  grading  gutter  on  Washington  between 
Illinois  and  Tennesse  Streets 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  moved  that  when  the  Council  adjourn,  they  adjourn 
to  meet  next  Monday  evening  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
Books  from  the  Assessor  and  to  fix  the  rate  of  taxation 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  N  Sweetser       James  McCready  Mayor 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Sept.  11  1854 

The  Council  met  at  8  0!clock  P  M.  Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  C0uncilmen 

The  Marshall  notified  the  Council,  that  he  has  appointed 
all  the  nightwatchmen  in  the  City  as  his  Deputies,  and  con- 
ferred upon  them  all  the  powers  he  possesses  as  Marshall. 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  said  appointments  be  confirmed 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  presented  the  assessment  list  for  the  current 
year 

On  motion  said  list  was  received 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  give  notice  immediately  in  the  Daily  papers  of 
the  City,  that  the  Common  Council  will  meet  at  the  Council 
Chamber  on  Monday  the  18th  instant  at  2  O'clock  P  M.  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  and  acting  upon  all  complaints  that  may  be 
presented  to  them  in  relation  to  the  assessment  of  property 
in  the  City  of  Indianapolis 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dun  lap,  Gray  don  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Avery  moved  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  estimate  of  work  done  on  Market  Street  by  Mr, 
Huntington 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "with  the  assistance 
of  the  Civil  Engineer,  and  that  the  Civil  Engineer  shall 
make  a  re-estimate  of  said  work 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Messrs  Avery,  Trucksess  &  Seibert  were  appointed  said 
Committee 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  set  the  grade  stakes  on  Delaware  Street  in  front  of 
Mr  Cottrels  property 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  vote  on  the  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Street  Commissioner  to  remove  the  Re.il  Road  tracks 
on  Louisiana  Street  be  reconsidered 
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Which  motion  prevailed 

On  Motion  of  Mr  Maguire,  Mr  T  A  Morris  was  permitted  to 
explain  the  reasons  why  said  Street  was  occupied  by  so  many 
tracks 

Mr  Seibert  reoffered  said  resolution   (Here  insert) 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative,  are  Messrs  Boaz, 

Colley,  Gowan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess  8 
In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Karns, 

Maguire,  &   Nelson   6 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  said  resolution  be  suspended,  and 
a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  facts  and 
report  to  the  Council  at  next  meeting. 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Keeley  moved  to  amend  said  motion  by  adding  the  whole 
council  to  said  Committee,  which  motion  was  lost  on  a  rising 
vote.   4  members  voted  in  the  Affirmative,  and  7  in  the 
Negative. 

Messrs  Karns,  Jones  &  Avery  were  appointed  said  Committee 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  Ordinance 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,   That  the  fifth  Section  of  an  Ordinance  en- 
titled "An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  night  watch  for  the 
City  of  Indianapolis  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  to 
read  as  follows: 

Sec  5.   The  hours  of  Service  of  said  watch  shall  be 
from  9  O'clock  of  each  evening  until  4  O'clock  of  the  next 
morning  from  the  first  of  March  until  the  first  of  November, 
and  from  the  first  of  November  until  the  first  of  March. 
from  7  O'clock  until  5  O'clock  the  next  morining,  the  hours 
so  watched  between  the  hours  as  above  stated  shall  constitute 
one  day 

Mr  Gray don  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "5",  and  insert 
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Which  motion  did  not  prevail  on  rising  vote:  6  members 
voted  in  affirmative,  and  6  in  the  negative,  whereupon  the 
Mayor  cast  his  vote  in  the  Negative, 
and  said  Ordinance  was  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts  &  Seibert   12 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  G-raydon  &  Trucksess   2 
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Mr  Avery  moved  That  the  property  owners  on  Noble,  between 
Michigan  and  North  Streets  be  allowed  to  fill  a  hole  in  said 
Street  at  their  own  expense 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  Motion  The  Council  adjourned 

James  McCready  Mayor 

Attest 

James  N  Sweet ser 
City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
September  18th  1854 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P  M,   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  Councilmen  except  Mr  Colley 

The  following  report  was  presented  ' The  undersigned  reports 
to  the  City  Council  that  he  advertised  for  Proposals  to  build 
a  Market  House  on  South  Street,  but  no  proposals  have  been 
received,  the  Council  will,  therefore,  please  direct  what  is 
to  be  done  in  this  matter 
Indianapolis   Sep  18,  1854         James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  advertise  for  proposals  to  build  said  Market  house  until 
the  Staurday  preceeding  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Council. 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  a  Specification  for  building 
eight  cisterns  located  as  follows   one  in  the  first  ward 
at  the  crossing  of  Wood  &  New  Jersey  Streets;  in  the  2nd  ward, 
one  at  the  crossing  of  Market  &  Pennsylvania  Streets;  one 
in  the  5d  ward,  where  the  Councilmen  in  said  ward  may  direct; 
in  the  4th  ward,  one  opposite  the  Carlisle  House;  in  the 
5th  ward,  one  at  the  crossing  of  Mississipi  &  Maryland 
Streets;  in  the  6th  ward,  one  at  the  Branch  Bank;  and  in  the 
7th  ward,  two,  to  be  located  by  the  Councilmen  of  said  ward 

(Specification) 

The  Cisterns  to  contain  five  hundred  barrels  of  water 
each,  and  to  be  constructed  of  good  hard  brick,  laid  in 
Louisville  best  hydraulic  cement  -  the  bottom,  side  and  top 
walls  of  which  to  be  nine  inches  thick,  closed  with  a 
substantial  arch,  and  to  be  not  more  than  sixteen  feet  deep 
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from  bottom  to  ^rade  of  Street.   The  contractor  to  make  the 
necessary  excavations,  and  to  furnish  all  the  materials  for 
said  Cisterns,  except  the  iron  castings,  and  shall  construct 
and  finish  the  same  in  a  substantial  workman  like  manner,  with 
a  gutter  for  each  of  sufficient  length,  and  four  inches  square 
laid  in  cement.   The  City  to  be  at  the  expense  of  removing 
the  earth  and  gravel  v/hich  may  not  be  needed  for  constructing 
the  Cisterns,  but  to  be  at  no  other  expense  in  and  about  said 
Cisterns,  except  the  iron  castings  as  stated  above.   The 
Contactor  is  not  to  use  lime  in  the  construction  of  the 
Cisterns,  and  is  to  attend  to  the  directions  of  the  Civil 
Engineer;  and  he  is  to  warrant  the  Cisterns  for  two  years  from 
tne  date  of  construction,  by  granting  bond  with  sufficient 
security.   Payments  to  be  made  in  City  orders  -  two  thirds  of 
the  price  will  be  allowed  when  the  Cisterns  are  completed,  and 
guaged  by  the  Civil  Engineer  -  and  the  other  third  to  be  re- 
tained until  they  are  fully  tested  and  found  to  be  water  tight 
&   should  any  of  tne  Cisterns  leak  after  being  filled  with  water 
by  the  City,  the  Contractor  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  repair- 
ing, and  refilling  the  same,  and  shall  bear  tne  expense  or  any 
loss  tne  City  may  oe  subjected,  to  by  reason  of  the  failure  of 
said  Cisterns  to  hold  water.   The  construction  of  the  Cisterns 
to  be  commenced  immediately,  and  the  same  to  be  finished  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  four;  but  if  any  of  the  Cisterns  be  not  completed 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  same  has  been  commenced,  the 
City  Council  shall  have  the  privilege  of  forfeiting  the  con- 
tract and  reletting  the  same,  and  the  Contractor  shall  have 
no  legal  claim  on  the  City  Council  for  the  work  he  may  have 
performed  on  any  unfinished  Cistern 
Indianapolis  Aug  26  1854. 

And  accompanying  said  Specifications  were  the  following 
proposals. 

George  D  Pfeifer  proposed  to  build  said  cisterns 
according  to  the  Specification  in  a  reasonable  time  for  60 
cents  per  Barrel,  and  to  make  the  gutters  as  inlets  and  out 
lets  thereto  2  inches  deep  and  4  inches  wide  at  15  cents  per 
foot,  or  4  inches  v/ide  and  4  inches  deep  at  18  cents  per  foot 

Silranus  Scofield  proposed  to  build  4  of  said  cisterns  by 
the  1st  of  December  1854  and  the  other  four  by  the  first  of 
May  1855  for  69  cents  pr  Barrel 

William  Wood  proposed  to  build  said  cisterns  in  the 
ordinary  way  at  55  cents  per  Barrel  in  Cash,  or  with  hydraulic 
cement  entire  for  70  cents  pr  Barrel  and  take  City  orders  at 
90  cts 


Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  said  contract  be  awarded  to  Mr  Pfeifer 
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Which  motion  prevailed 

X  William  McManis  proposed  to  build  said  cisterns  for  65 
cents  per  Barrel,  with  inverted  arch  bottoms 

The  following  report  was  received 

Specification  for  grading  and  gravelling  New  York  Street 
&  Side  walks  between  Illinois  and  Meridian  Streets. 

The  grading  of  said  Street  and  side  walks  to  be  made  in 
conformity  to  the  profile,  and  stakes  inserted  therein  by 
the  Civil  Engineer.   The  Street  to  be  gravelled  Sixteen  feet 
wide,  and  twelve  inches  thick  at  the  centre,  and  six  at  the 
sides,  and  the  side  v/alks  fifteen  feet  wide,  and  five  inches 
thick,  with  good  coarse  gravel  from  the  bed  of  White  River. 
The  whole  work  to  be  finished  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
December  1854,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Civil  Engineer. 
Contractors  will  bid  for  the  work  by  the  Cubic  yard 
Indianapolis   Sep  2  1854;  and  accompanying  said  Specification 
was  the  following: 

Mr  Wood  Sir  Indianapolis  Sep  16  1354 

I  hereby  agree  to  do  the  grading  and  gravelling  on 
New  York  Street,  between  Illinois  and  Meridian  Street,  at 
25  cents  per  yard  cubic,  and  the  gravelling  of  said  Street 
and  Side  walks,  at  65  cents  per  yard  cubic 

Robert  Harbison 

Mr  Maguire  moved  that  said  contract  be  awarded  to  Robert 
Harbeson 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  following  proposals  for 
building  a  Bridge  across  the  canal  on  West  Street 

W  H  Latham  &  Mr  proposed  to  build  said  Bridge 

for  three  hundred  and  forty  six  dollars 

Levi  Comegrys  propose  to  build  said  Bridge  for  three 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars 

Owen  Cullings  proposed  to  build  said  Bridge  for  three 
hundred  and  forty  five  dollars 

Messrs  C  King  and  J  H  Kennedy  proposed  to  build  said 
Bridge  for  three  hundred  and  twenty  eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  said  contract  be  awarded  to  Messrs 
King  &  Kennedy 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson,  Mr  Wood  was  ordered  to  finish  the 
Cisterns,  he  has  been  building,  according  to  the  Specifications, 
in  his  contract. 

The  following  report  was  presented 
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Mr  President 

The  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  the  tracks  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Indianapolis 
Rail  Road  Company,  on  Louisiana  Street,  have  examined  the 
said  Street,  and  find  that,  that  part  of  the  Street  lying 
between  Alabama  and  New  Jersey  Streets  considerally  encum- 
bered with  tracks,  and  is  not  in  so  good  a  condition  for  the 
passage  of  teams  as  it  should  be,  and  calls  for  improvement. 
The  Committee  are  assured  by  the  President  of  the  Road  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Company,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
plajrik  the  crossings  and  gravel  the  Street,  and  make  it  in 
good  order,  so  as  to  leave  no  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
public.   They  are  also  assured  that  if  the  Company  shall  be 
compelled  to  take  up  all  their  switches,  their  Depot  Buildings, 
erected  at  great  expense,  will  be  almost  entirely  useless. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  Committee  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  resolution  of  the  Council  requiring  the 
tracks  to  be  taken  up  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  all 
action  in  relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolution 
be  suspended  for  forty  days,  so  as  to  give  the  Company  an 
opportunity  to  make  the  improvements  contemplated  bv  them 

W  H  Karns) 
J  L  Avery)  Com 
W  H  Jones) 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  said  report  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  the  ayes  and  noes  being  demanded  said  motion  did  not 
prevail  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Gowan,  Jones,  Pitts  &  Seibert     5 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Karns, 
Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Truxsess   8 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  said  report  be  concurred,  and  the 
Ayes  &  Noes  being  demanded  said  motion  prevailed  by  the 
following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Trucksess  8 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Boaz,  Go wan,  Jones,  Pitts,  & 
Seibert   5 

Mr  Trucksess  presented  the  Affidavits  of  W  H  Duzan  &  A  J 
Hinesly  against  Mr  Stumph,  and  the  Affidavits  of  Philip 
Socks,  Daniel  Miller,  G  Harmony  &  L  Snider  were  read  on  be- 
half of  Mr  Stumph. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  said  affidavits  be  laid  on   the  table 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  on  the  side  walk,  South 
side  of  Ohio  Street  between  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  Street 
by  Messrs  Petty  &  Duffy 
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Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Jones  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  on  Maryland  Street 
between  Tennessee  &  Misslssipl  Streets. 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  petition  was  received 

To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council 

Gentlemen.   I  some  time  ago,  proposed  a  change  of  the 
division  line  between  our  lots,  on  the  corner  between  New 
York  Street  &  the  North  East  Diagonal.   I  am  advised  by  members 
of  your  body,  that  the  meaning  of  my  application  was  mis- 
understood, and  for  that  reason  was  not  favored  by  the  Com- 
mittee.  I  have  never  indicated  how  much  land  in  the  change, 
should  be  exchanged  by  us,  or  indicated  where  I  desired  the 
new  line  to  be  placed.   I  air  willing  to  let  the  Gentlemen 
named,  or  any  disinterested  persons  of  our  citizens  do  that, 
as  doubtless  they  will  Judge  fairly  between  u§-   As  I  know- 
that  the  change,  will  benefit  both  parties.   I  respectfully 
request  a  reconsideration  of  the  Subject  and  your  further 
action  on  the  proposition         Respy 

John  H  Bradley 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  said  condition  be  referred  to 
arbitrators,  whose  decision  should  be  reported  to  the 
Council  &  subject  to  the  refusal  of  the  parties 

Messrs  David  Culley,  Daniel  Yandes  &  the  Civil  Engineer 
were  appointed  said  Arbitrators 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  honorable  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  residents  of  said  City  represent  that 
they  have  been  informed  that  the  City  Council  contemplates 
selling  the  old  District  School  House  &  Lot  in  the  fourth 
Ward,  which  by  the  liberal  kindness  of  the  Corporate 
Authorities  has  been  occupied  during  the  past  year  as  a 
school  for  colored  children.   The  undersigned  desire  to 
purchase  said  premises  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  a 
school  of  like  character  therein  and  for  a  place  of  public- 
worship;  and  would  respectfully  inquire  of  your  honorable 
body  whether  the  same  is  for  sale  and  at  what  price  and  on 
what  terms  as  to  payments  the  same  can  be  obtained.   If  said 
lot  is  not  for  sale  the  undersigned  would  be  pleased  to 
lease  the  same  for  a  term  of  years 

Rev.  William  Duglass 

Reuben  3-ibbs 

J  G  Britton 

Thomas  Bushrod 

Henry  Byrd 

On  motion  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 
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The  following  petition  was  received 

Indianapolis   Sept  20  1854 
To  the  Honorable  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
Whereas  the  Indiana  Central  R  Road  Co  by  making  in 
Maryland  Street  for  the  accommodation  of  said  road,  a  deep 
cut,  thereby  causing  heavy  embankments  at  the  crossings, 
rendering  it  impossible  for  the  residents  to  gain  access  to 
their  property  with  wood  or  other  articles  and  preventing 
them  from  passing  to  the  City  without  great  inconvenience, 
do  hereby  petition  your  honorable  body  to  cause  a  compliance 
with  the  ordinance  granting  the  right  of  way  through  said 
Street  or  to  make  a  New  Street  further  South  and  grade  and 
gravel  the  same,  also  to  grade  Noble  Street  from  said  New 
Street  to  Pogues  Run 

William  R  Price 

Moses  Davis 

John  Crum 

Joseph  W  Davis 

Denis  Kane 

John  Casey 

William  Allen 

James  M  Berryman 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  in- 
structed to  Notify  the  Indiana  Central  Rail  Road  Company 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Crainance  granting 
them  night  of  way  through  said  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  petition  was  presented 
To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council 

The  personal  property  that  is  assessed  or  returned  as 
belonging  to  J  K  Sharpe  &  Co.  was  not  given  by  me  from  the 
fact  that  W  F  Sharpe  who  is  my  partner  lives  in  New  York 
where  he  has  given  in  the  personal  property  &  pays  taxes  on 
every  dollar  invested  here  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He 
(Wn  F  Sharpe)  has  directed  me  to  say  that  he  desires  the 
return  of  the  taxes  he  has  paid  for  the  last  two  years,  as 
the  property  was  given  In  without  his  consent  &  that  he 
has  paid  taxes  on  the  same  as  a  portion  of  his  personal 
property  in  New  York.   I  will  state  for  myself  that  I  am 
owing  an  amount  equal  to  the  amount  of  my  personal  property 
&  therefore  wished  to  be  released  from  the  personal  property 
returned  against  me 

Indianapolis  18  1854  J  K  Sharpe 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  said  petition  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  all  complaints  made  to  day  about  the 
assessment  and  valuation  of  property  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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The  following  report  was  presented  and  en  motion  it  was 
ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  minutes 

Sep  18  1854 
To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  Treasurers 
monthly  account,  respectfully  report,  that  they  have 
examined  said  account  and  found  it  correct 

James  McC ready,  Mayor- 
James  N  Sweetser,  City  Clerk 

The  following  account  was  allowed 

Jacob  Kohl,  for  hogs  sold  by  the  Marshall  $3.95. 

The  account  of  Levi  Comegry's  for  repairing  a  bridge  on 
Pogues  Run  was  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bridges 

Mr  Boaz  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
clear  out  the  gutter  on  Meridian  Street  between  Maryland 
and  G-eorgia  Street 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess  8 
In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Gray don  &  Nelson   3 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
clean  the  gutters  on  Delaware  Street  between  Market  Street 
and  Ohio  Street 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the.  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Graydon,  (Jo wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess     10 

In  the  Negative,  Mr  Nelson     1 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  clean  the  gutter  on  the  North  Side  of  Washington  Street 
between  Tennessee  Street  and  the  Canal 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Jones  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  clean  out  the  gutter  on  both  Sides  of  Kentucky  Avenue  in 
Square  (67) 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Keeley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  requested  to 
open  the  gutter  on  the  East  Side  of  New  Jersey  Street 
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between  Washington  &  Ohio  Street 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Jones,  Keeley,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     5 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Graydon,  Nelson  &  Pitts     3 

Mr  Jones  moved  That  the  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
Bridge  across  the  canal  on  Vermont  Street  be  taken  from  the 
table. 

And  on  a  rising  vote  5  members  voted  in  the  Affirmative 
and  five  voted  in  the  negative,  whereupon  the  Mayor  sus- 
pended his  vote  until  next  meeting 

Mr  Jones  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  have  the 
foot  bridge  across  the  canal  on  Maryland  Street  repaired 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  said  vote  was  reconsidered  and  the 
bridge  referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer  with  instructions  to 
advertise  for  proposals  to  build  a  new  bridge  if  in  his 
opinion  the  present  one  is  inefficient 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor 

James  N  Sweets er  City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
October  2nd  1854 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clcok  P  M.   Present  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  except  Mr  Gray don  and  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr  Karns  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

The  Treasurers  monthly  account  was  presented  and  on 
motion  was  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk,  for 
examination 

The  following  report  was  presented  and  on  motion  of  Mr 
Seibert  it  was  ordered  to  be  Spread  on  the  minutes" 

"In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  your  Honorable 
body  to  examine  the  Central  Rail  Road  on  Maryland  Street 
east  of  Pogues  Run,  and  report  to  the  Council  if  they  have 
complied  with  the  ordinance,  the  undersigned  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report.   The  ordinance,  granting  the 
Company  the  privilege  of  laying  a  single  track  of  railway 
through  Maryland  Street  in  the  centre  thereof,  from  the 
Eastern  boundary  of  the  City  to  East  Street,  has  been 
violated  by  the  C0mpany  having  laid  a  double  track  between 
Liberty  Street  and  a  point  about  four  rods  East  of  Noble 
Street,  and  constructed  a  switch  about  half  way  between 
Liberty  Street  and  Noble  Streets  to  their  work  shops.   The 
Company  have  done  some  filling  on  Noble  Street,  between 
Maryland  Street  and  Pogues  Run,  laid  a  few  plank  between 
the  rails  at  the  crossing  of  Noble  Street,  and  bridged  the 
ditches  &  planked  between  the  rails  at  the  crossings  of  the 
alleys  west  of  out  Lots  76  and  78 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Central  Rail 
Road  Company  have  not  complied  with  any  one  provision  of  the 
Ordinance,  unless  in  the  purchase  of  ground  on  South  Side  of 
Maryland  Street  to  make  it  eighty  feet  wide,  in  regard  to 
which  he  is  not  certainly  informed 
Indianapolis  Oct  2  1S54  James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council,  that  George  D 
Pfeifer  has  refused  to  sign  a  contract  and  bond  for  con- 
structing the  eight  cisterns.   He  objected  to  the  article 
in  the  contract  forbidding  the  use  of  lime,  and  before  said 
contract  and  bond  were  drawn,  he  had  commenced  the  excavation 
of  the  Cistern  opposite  the  Carlisle  House.   The  Council  will 
please  direct  what  should  be  done  in  regard  to  these  matters 
Indianapolis  Oct  2  1854  James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  said  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Cisterns 
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The  following  report  was  presented 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  Council, 
that  he  measured  the  excavation  on  Ohio  Street  between  East 
and  Noble  Streets  previous  to  the  grading  of  Said  Street, 
and  found  it  to  contain  2488  cubic  yards,  and  that  he  lately 
measured  said  excavation  and  made  it  2498^-  cubic  yards. 
The  difference  between  the  two  measurements  is  trifling, 
and  from  the  fact  that  the  dimensions  of  excavation  can  be 
taken  more  correct  before  than  after  the  work  is  done,  when 
the  inequalities  on  the  Surface  of  the  ground  can  be  seen, 
the  undersigned  is  of  opinion  that  the  original  measurement 
should  be  adhered  to 
Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Oct  2  1354  Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Avery  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  following  bid  for  filling 
the  School  Lot  in  the  7th  Ward 

October  2  1854 
I  agree  to  take  this  job  and  do  it  in  good  order  for 
the  Sum  of  24  cents  a  yard  for  the  dirt  and  65  cents  for 
the  gravel 

G-eorge  Borouk 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  said  contract  be  awarded  to  G-eorge 
Borouk 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  following  bids  for  the 
construction  of  a  Market  House  on  South  Street 

Messrs  Lockwood  &   Gentle  oroposed  to  build  said 

house  for  |895. 00 

Levi  Coraegys  proposed  to  build  said  house  for  $950.00 

Cornelius  King  and  James  Kenady  proposed  to 

build  said  house  for  $760.00 

according  to  Specification,  they  furnishing  all  the  material) 

Mr  Seibert  moved  that  the  contract  for  building  said 
Market  house  be  awarded  to  Cornelius  King  and  James  Kenady 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

Hiram  Lewis       For  Labor  $51.25 

Wm  H  Carle         do  do  5  00 

William  Luney      do  do  8.75 

Patrick  Sullivan   do  do  15.63 

481.  Michael  0 'Conner  For  Labor  6.56 

482.  John  Shay  do  do              16.25 
480.  Richard  Weeks  do  do              30.00 

John  P  Childers  For  repairing  pumps      32  00  $145.44 
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549.  J  S  Dunlop 

Henry  Habennae 


W  H  Jones 
James  J  Butler 
A  L  Tilford 
Harding  &  Simpson 


for  rent  of  Council  Chamber  $  45.00 

for  digging  &  walling  well 

at  Cistern  opposite  the 

Carlisle  house 

for  250  Market  hooks 

for  writing  fluid 

for  desk  &  Book  case 

for  fixing  pullies  at  Marion 

&  Relief  Engine  houses 

Total    $250.94 


25.30 
7  50 
5  00 

18  00 

4  00 


The  following  report  was  presented 


1st  Ward. 
2nd  Ward, 

3d  Ward, 


4th  Ward. 
5th  Ward. 
6th  Ward. 
7th  Ward. 


Names  of  Watchmen 


Indianapolis  Oct  2  1854 
Police  Report  commencing 
Mon  Sept  4th 
Ending  Monday  Oct  2nd  1354 


John  Bishop  Served  twenty  eight  days 

Jefferson  Springstean  Served  twenty  eight 

days 

John  Bisbing  Served  twenty  eight  days 

Amos  Scott  Served  twenty  one  days 

Henry  J epsurn- Served  (from  the  6th  to  14th) 

Seven  days. 

Daniel  Deninger  Served  nineteen  days 

(Resigned) 

James  Armstrong  Served  from  22nd  to  2nd  Oct 

Nine  days  (appointed  until  the  meeting  of 

the  Council 

David  Anderson  Served  twenty  eight  days 

J  W  Buckheart  Served  twenty  eight  days 

R  Johnson  Served  twenty  eight  days 

J  M  Vanblaricum  Served  twenty  eight  days 

B  F  Lobaugh  Served  twenty  eight  days 

C-   L  Thompson  Served  twenty  eight  days 

Wm  McClain  Served  twenty  eight  days 

Ruben  Adams  Served  twenty  eight  days 

Hubbard  Adams  Served  twenty  eight  days 

Jefferson  Springstean 
Capt  of  the  Watch 


28 

28 
28 
21 


19 


28 
28 
28 
28 
28 
2£ 
28 
28 
28 


On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  report  was  received  and  the 
City  Clerk  authorized  to  draw  warrants  on  the  Treasury  for 
said  watchmen 


The  following  report  was  received 


General  Fund 
Amount  of  warrants  over  cash  in  Treasury  $1677.99 
"      »     »    issued  from  June  30     3989.26 


1854 
June  30 
Seo  30 

$5667.25 
Rec'd  from  Duolicate  collections,  Licenses  &C 

from  June  30  to  Sep  30,  $582.70   

Bal  of  warrants  over  cash  in  Treasury  $5084.55 


1854  School  Fund 

June  30  Balance  in  Treasury  subject  to  warrant   $2630.38 

Sep  30  Recpts  from  collections  &  State  School 

fund  from  June  30  to  Sep  30  351  60 

"f 2961. 98 
Amount  of  'Warrants  issued  from  June  30 
to  Sep  30  1278.57 

Bal  in  Treasury  subject  to  warrant       $1683.41 

Attest  James  N  Sweetser 

City  Clerk 

Mr  Maguire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  the 
following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  the  levying  of  taxes  for  the 
year  1354 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indian- 
apolis:  That  a  tax  for  general  purposes  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  levied  upon  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  value  of 
all  property  entered  for  taxation  in  the  general  list  of 
City  taxable s  for  the  year  1654,  the  sum  of       cents, 
and  on  each  poll  subject  to  taxation        cents 

Sec  2.   That  there  is  hereby  levied  upon  each  one 
hundred  dollars  of  said  list  of  taxables  for  school  purposes 
for  the  current  year  the  Sura  of        cents 

Sec  3  This  Ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage 

On  motion  Said  Ordinance  was  passed  to  the  second  reading 
and  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  Finance  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  adjust- 
ment and  equalization  of  the  taxes  assessed  against  property 
holders  for  the  City,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration 
and  find  insuperable  difficulties  in  changing  the  present 
valuation  as  fixed  by  the  Assessor.   The  Committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  rate  of  valuation  is  too  high  for  the  present 
period,  but  not  at  the  time  the  listing  first  commenced  - 
property  has  undoubtedly  fallen  in  value  within  the  last  six 
months;  but  however  high  the  valuation  may  seem,  we  have  not 
found  in  a  single  instance  where  complaints  have  been  made 
that  the  property  holder  was  willing  to  take  the  price  as 
assessed  even  for  cash  in  hand  -  therefore  we  are  unanimously 
of  the  opinion  that  the  tax  is  as  low  as  could  be  reasonably 
expected  -  at  the  same  time  the  Committee  was  anxious  to 
satisfy  those  that  felt  aggreived,  and  to  act  in  the  most 
favorable  manner  toward  the  tax  payer;  but  it  would  at  the 
same  time  be  impracticable  to  meddle  with  even  a  solitary 
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case  without  upsetting  the  whole  work  of  the  assessor, 
rendering  all  his  official  acts  useless  and  void 

Admitting  for  a  moment  that  the  assessment  is  all  too 
high,  it  will  not  in  our  opinion  increase  the  taxes  of  the 
property  holder.   By  the  increase  of  wealth  in  the  City, 
there  will  not  in  all  probability  be  an  increase  of  per 
centum  on  the  revenue  for  the  City  expenditure  -  Last  year 
sixty  cents  per  hundred  dollars  was  levied  for  all  purposes; 
and  if  the  property  were  not  of  more  value  this  year,  the  per 
cent  would  undoubtedly  be  raised  perhaps  to  seventy  five  cents 
the  full  extent  allowed  by  the  charter  to  meet  the  increased 
expenses.   But  as  the  matter  now  stands  sixty  cents  will  we 
trust  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  the  varied  wants  of  the 
City.   Therefore  the  C0rr:mittee  would  respectfully  recommend 
to  the  C0uncil  the  reception  of  the  assessors  books  without 
any  alteration  whatever  and  ask  to  be  discharged. 

L  Dunlop 
W  H  Karns 
Daniel  Keely 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of  Levi 
Comegys  have  examined  the  Bridge  which  was  repaired  by 
Comegys  and  find  there  has  been  186  feet  running  measure  of 
4  inch  square  Railing  &  posts  principaly  of  old  lumber 
making  board  measure  248  feet  at  $1.25  per  hundred  which  is 
a  good  price  for  old  stuff  $3.10,  and  as  to  the  spikes  we  set 
at  the  amount  charged  $1.75  and  labor  of  putting  up  the  work 
allowing  it  to  take  a  hand  2  days  $5.00  $9.85 

Indianapolis 
Oct  2nd  1854  Geo  W  Pitts) 

C  W  Gowan   )  Com 
W  H  Jones   ) 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  account  was  presented 

City  of  Indianapolis 
To  Jno  G-  Waters  Assessor  Dr 

To  making  assessment,  for  1854  $500.00 

and  accompanying  said  account  was  a  request  that  said  amount 
be  equally  divided  between  John  G-  Waters  and  L  Vanlaningham 
(543  to  547) 

Mr  Keeley  moved  That  said  account  of  $500  be  allowed  and 
that  it  be  equaly  divided  between  John  G-  Waters  and  L  Van- 
laningham 

(561  to  570) 


Which  motion  prevailed, 
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The  following  report  was  received 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Subject  of  the 
Town  Clock  have  examined  the  contract  and  find  that  in 
accordance  with  the  same  they  are  not  competent  Judges  and 
would  therefore  submit  to  the  Council  the  contract  and 
specifications 

W  H  Karns    ) 
Hiram  Seibert)   C 
Daniel  Keeley) 
and  accompanying  said  report  was  an  extra  bill  from  Mr 
Moffit  of  $150  for  putting  up  said  Clock  and  also  an  offer 
to  superintend  said  clock  one  year  for  fifty  dollars 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  said  account  and  proposition  be 
referred  back  to  the  same  Committee  with  instructions  to 
confer  with  the  Odd  fellows  in  reference  to  placing  th- 
Clock  on  the  Odd  fellows  Hall,  and  also  as  to  the  propriety 
of  allowing  the  extra  bill  for  placing  it  in  Roberts  Chapel. 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley,  Mr  Maguire  was  added  to  said 
Committee 

A  petition  was  presented  from  John  Billington  &  Benjamin 
Cook  asking  permission  of  the  Council  to  make  a  Bridge 
across  Pogues  Run  on  the  West  Side  of  Meridian  Street  below 
the  Union  Depot 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  said  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Councilmen  of  the  6th  Ward 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  issue  to  the  con- 
tractor of  the  Engine  House  for  the  Invincible  Fire  Company 
orders  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  dollars  on  his  contract 
(503) 
(10  ) 
(515) 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Go wan,  Jones, • Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  authorized 
to  fill  up  the  mud  hole  on  the  Corner  of  Delaware  and  Merrill 
Streets  and  make  them  in  good  wholsome  order  as  far  as  he 
can  do  so  with  a  reasonable  expenditure  of  money,  also  that 
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said  Commissioner  notify  John  McCollum  to  fill  up  or  cause 
to  be  filled  up  his  Lot  on  the  corner  of  said  Streets   so 
as  to  prevent  the  water  from  standing  on   said  Lot  and  thereby 
causing  sickness,  also  to  fix  and  fill  a  mud  hole  on  Merrill 
Street  between  Delaware  and  Alabama  Street 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Seibert  and  Trucksess     12 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Pitts    1 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  vote  on  said  resolution  be 
reconsidered,  and  the  Ayes  &  Noes  being  demanded  said 
motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
Gowan,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson,  &  Pitts     6 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley,  &  Seibert   3 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  said  resolution  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee  together  with  the  Civil  Engineer  with 
instructions  to  report  the  cost  thereof 

Messrs  Pitts,  Nelson  &  Colley  v/ere'  appointed  said 
Committee 

Mr  Keeley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  requested  to 
fill  a  mud  hole  on  Noble  Street  between  Market  and  Ohio 
Streets  under  the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Avery  moved  to  amend  by  adding  "and  also  drain  a  pond 
on  New  Jersey  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  said  resolution  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets  and  Alleys  together  with  the  Civil 
Engineer  with  instructions  to  report  the  cost  of  filling 
said  holes. 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
notify  the  property  holders  to  remove  the  rubbish  immediately, 
placed  by  them  in  the  alley  in  Square  44  between  Market  and 
Ohio  Street,  and  on  failure  to  remove  the  same,  the  Com- 
missioner be  ordered  to  remove  the  same  at  the  expense  of 
the  property  holders 

Adopted  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess   12 

In  the  Negative  _  None 
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Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  School  Houses  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  fencing  of  all  the  unfenced 
City  School  Lots  and  divide  all  the  Lots  by  suitable 
partition  fences 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Gowan, 
Jones,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess   7 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap, 
Karns,  &  Keeley   6 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  members  of  the  Night  Watch  be  per- 
mitted to  meet  at  the  Council  Chamber  every  evening  before 
proceeding  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  in  the 
morning  after  the  expiration  of  the  hour  of  service 

Adopted  oy   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  u-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Keeley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  Durham  &  Co  be  authorized  to  complete 
the  Cupola  on  the  engine  house  in  the  1st  ward,  the  cost  not 
to  exceed  the  estimate  of  the  Civil  Engineer 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Seibert  at  the  request  of  the  Street  Commissioner 
notified  the  Council  of  the  appointment  of  Richard  '.Veeks  as 
Deputy  Street  Commissioner.   Which  appointment  by  consent 
of  the  C0uncil  was  confirmed 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to 
draw  a  warrant  in  favor  of  R  Harbison  for  the  amount  due 
from  the  City  for  grading  arc,  gravelling  the  Side  walk  on 
Maryland  Street  between  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Streets 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  the  Council  adjourned  until 
Tuesday  evening  next  at  early  candle  lighting 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
October  3  1854 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the  Members 
except  Mr  Gray don  and  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr  Karns  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

A  petition  was  presented  from  Max  Zover  asking  the  Council 
to  return  the  amount  of  License  paid  by  him  to  the  City  for 
two  concerts  given  by   him  during  the  last  month 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  said  petition  be  laid  on  the  table 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  grade  of  New  York  Street  west  of 
West  Street  be  established  according  to  the  Profile  made  by 
the  Civil  Engineer 

Which  motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Colley, 
Gowan,  Keeley,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     6 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Jones,  Karns  & 
Nelson     5 

On  motion  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to  issue  a 
warrant  to  Mr  Huntington  for  the  amount  due  him  from  the 
City  for  work  done  on  Ohio  Street,  also  issue  a  warrant  to 
Messrs  Duffy  &  Pitts  for  work  done  on  Ohio  west  of  Delaware 
Street 


The  following  petition  was  received 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis  Indiana 
We  the  undersigned,  property  owners  on  West  Side  Miss- 
issipi  Street  on  Square  (29)  would  ask  your  honorable  body 
to  allow  us  to  have  the  Side  walk  graded  gravelled  and 
curbed  with  good  Oak  curbing  at  the  expense  of  the  property 
owners,  and  that  you  require  the  City  Engineer  to  set  grade 
stakes  and  contract  for  the  completion  of  the  proposed  work, 
Indianapolis  Sept  27th  1854 

George  W  Pitts     60  ft      J  H  Kennedy     50  ft 
David  King         25         R  W  Dicker-son   25 
D  B  Hosbrook       50         John  Engle      25 
Moses  Fatout       60         George  Harlin   25 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  prayer  of  said  petition  was 
granted 

Mr  Trucksess  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  is  hereby  required  to 
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make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
focus t  trees  to  set  on  both  sides  of  Kentucky  Avenue  from 
the  crossing  of  Tennessee  Street  and  ending  at  the  Burying 
ground  laid  out  by  Mr  Isaac  Coe,  the  estimate  to  include 
boxing  In  a  suitable  manner 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Eoaz,  Colley,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Nelson,  Pl.tts,  Seibert  & 
Truxsess 

In  the  Negative,  Mr  Dunlap 

Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  procure 
a  sufficient  number  of  Buckets  for  the  0  K  Bucket  Company 

On  motion  said  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  the  Ordinance  for  the  levying  of 
taxes,  was  taken  from  the  table 

Mr  Pitts  moved  that  the  first  blank  in  Sect  1  be 

filled  with  forty  flve 

Mr  Avery  moved  that  it  be  filled  with  thirty  five 

Mr  Karns  moved  that  it  be  filled  with  forty 

Mr  Nelson  moved  that  it  be  filled  with  thirty 

Mr  Colley  moved  that  it  be  filled  with  fifty 

and  the  question  being  shall  the  blank  be  filled  with  "fifty" . 

Said  motion  did  not  prevail, 

and  the  question  being  shall  the  blank  be  filled  with  "forty 

five"   Said  motion  did  not  prevail 

and  the  question  being  shall  the  blank  be  filled  with  "forty" 

Said  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  2nd  blank  of  the  1st  Section 
oe  filled  with  fifty 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  moved  to  amend  said  Ordinance  by  changing  the 
Number  of  Sec  2,  by  making  it  "Sec  3"  and  changing  Sec~3" 
to  make  it  Sec  "4"  and  insert  as  follows  Sec  2.   That  there 
be  assessed  on  each  dog  the  sum  of  one  dollar 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  the  blank  in  Sec'  3  be  filled  with 
"twenty" 

Which  motion  prevailed 

And  the  following  Ordinance  entitled 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  the  levying  of  taxes  for  the 
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year  1354 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis:   That  a  tax  for  general  purposes  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  levied  upon  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the 
value  of  all  property  entered  for  taxation  in  the  general 
list  of  City  taxables  for  the  year  1854  the  sum  of  forty 
cents,  and  on  each  poll  subject  to  taxation  fifty  cents. 

Sec  2.   That  there  be  assessed  on  each  dog  the  sum  of 
one  dollar 

Sec  3.   That  there  is  hereby  levied  upon  each  one  hundred 
dollars  of  said  list  of  taxables  for  School  purposes  for  the 
current  year  the  sum  of  twenty  cents 

Sec  4.   This  Ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage 

Was  ordained  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Dunlap,  G-owan,  Jones,  £&rns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 
In  the  Negative  None 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  C0uncil,  that  it  will 
require  400  cubic  yards  of  earth  to  fill  the  two  mud  holes 
on  Merrill  Street,  between  Delaware  and  Alabama  Streets, 
twenty  feet  wide,  which  at  25  cents  per  yard,  will  cost  $100 
Indianapolis  James  Wood 

October  3  1354  Civil  Engineer. 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  fill  said  holes  under  the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer, 
and  the  Ayes  &  Noes  being  demanded  said  motion  did  not  pre- 
vail by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley  &  Seibert     3 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  G-owan,  Jones, 
Karns,  Keeley,  Ivlaguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Truxsess   10 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Fire  Engineer  be  authorized  to 
have  the  pump  repaired  at  the  Cistern  on  the  Corner  of 
Meridian  &  Ohio  Streets,  and  have  said  Cistern  repaired  at 
the  expense  of  the  Contractor 

'.Vhich  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Seibert  moved  that  Mr  Freling  be  permitted  to  take  the 
dirt  from  the  side  walk  in  front  of  Mr  Bradshaws  property  on 
New  Jersey  Street  and  place  it  in  the  hollow  below  said 
property  in  conformity  to  the  grade  of  said  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 


Mr  Avery  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Citizens  may  be  allowed  the  privilege 
of  draining  the  pond  on  New  Jersey  Street  near  North  Street 
by  cutting  a  drain  on  said  North  Street  at  the  expense  of 
said  Citizens 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Karns,  Keely,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Pitts.     6 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,  &  Seibert     2 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  extend  the  Survey  of  New  York  Street;  across  Blake  to- 
wards Persimmon  Street  west  to  Pattersons  Mill  Race 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  plan  &  Specification  of  a 
Bridge  across  Pogues  Run  be  taken  from  the  table 

Mr  Pitts  moved  To  amend  by  adding  the  Bridge  across 
the  Canal  on  Vermont  Street 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  the  C0uncil  adjourned 

James  McC ready  Mayor. 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Monday  October  16th  1854 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M.  Present  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  except  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr.  Avery  was  called  to  the  Chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 


The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  following  bids  for  grading, 
gravelling  and  curbing  the  Side  walk  on  the  west  side  of  Miss- 
issippi between  New  York  &  Vermont  Streets 

Wm  Nash  &  Martin  Duffy  proposed  to  grade  said  walk  at  19^- 
cents  pr  cubic  yard  end  gravel  with  cellar  gravel  at  44  cts, 
or  gravel  with  River  gravel  at  64  cents  per  cubic  yard  and 
make  the  curbing  at  4§  cents  per  lineal  foot. 

Ephraim  Croas  proposed  to  grade  said  walk  for  22  cents  pr 
cubic  yard,  and  gravel  at  50  cents  per  cubic  yard,  and  make 
the  curbing  at  4J-  cents  per  running  foot. 

Robert  Harbison  proposed  to  grade  said  walk  for  22  cents 
pr  cubic  yard,  and  gravel  with  River  gravel  at  65  cents  or 
with  pit  gravel  at  50  cents  pr  cubic  yard,  and  make  the  curb- 
ing for  6^  cents  per  lineal  foot. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitts  the  contract  for  grading,  gravelling 
and  curbing  said  Side  walk  was  awarded  to  William  Nash  and 
Martin  Duffy. 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council  that  he  advertised 
for  proposals  to  build  a  Foot  Bridge  over  the  Canal  on  Mary- 
land street,  but  he  has  not  received  any  proposals,  the  Council 
will  please  direct  what  is  to  be  done  in  the  matter. 
Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Oct  16  1854  Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr. Jones  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to  ad- 
vertise again  for  proposals  to  build  said  Bridge. 
The  following  report  was  received 

Estimate  of  the  cost  of  planting  &  boxing  Locust  trees  on 
both  sides  of  Kentucky  Avenue,  between  Tennessee  Street  and 
the  middle  gate  of  Burying  Ground  laid  out  by  Issac  Coe 
To  cost  of  278  Locust  trees, including  carriage  and  planting 
at  30  cents  each  $83.40 

To  cost  of  lumber, making  and  putting  up  278  boxes, 

att  55  cents  each       152.90 
Total     $236.30 
Indianapolis 
Oct  16  1854  James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 
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Mr  Trucksess  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  authorized 
to  make  a  contract  for  planting  &  boxing  said  trees 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  said  report  be  laid  on  the  table 
Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  from  the  Arbitrators  to  whom  was 
referred  the  proposed  trade  between  John  H  Bradley  and  the 
City  was  presented,  accompanied  with  a  diagram  exhibiting 
the  Shape  of  the  lots  as  contemplated  in  the  exchange 

To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council 

The  undersigned  has  considered  the  matter  of  the  division 
line,  between  the  Lots  of  the  City,  and  of  John  H  Bradley  on 
Mew  York  Street  &  the  Avenue,  and  report  &  award  that  the 
division  line  should  be  changed.   That  the  annexed  plot 
fjives  a  view  of  how  the  same  shall  be  made.   That  the  City 
should  convey  part  "B"  to  Mr  Bradley  containing  150*1.5  square 
feet  -  and  Mr  Bradley  should  convey  part  "C"  to  the  City 
containing  1739.54  feet,  and  that  such  change,  will  be   ' 
advantageous  tc  the  City.   That  the  Alley  should  be  vacated 
if  the  adjoining  owners  desire  it.   As  we  have  charged  to 
&  taken  (in  the  above  change  from  Mr  Bradley)  234  feet  of 
ground  in  the  alley,  which  of  course  will  be  his  if  the 
alley  be  vacated 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 
The  following  communication  was  received 

To  the  Indianapolis  City  Council. 

Gentlemen.   I  herewith  assign  my  reasons  for  refusing 
to  sign  the  Specifications  for  building  the  Cisterns  awarded 
to  me  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Council.   The  reason  for 
refusing  to  lay  the  brick  work  in  pure  cement,  is  because 
it  is  impossible  to  make  a  durable  job  of  it  in  that  way  with 
the  Louisville  cement.   I  take  the  Cisterns  with  the  permission 
to  use  lime  and  cement  at  the  following  rate,  3  bushels  of 
unslacked  lime  and  2  bushels  of  cement.   The  first  coat  of 
plastering  is  2  bushels  of  unslacked  lime  to  3  bushels  of 
cement.   The  finishing  coat  is  made  to  answer  its  demands 
Indianapolis  Oct  13  1854  C-eorge  D  Pfeifer 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  the  contract  for  building  said  Cisterns 
be  awarded  to  Mr  McMains 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  by  adding  "on  failure  of  Mr 
Pfeifer"  to  sign  said  contract 

Which  motions  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Subject  of  a 
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change  of  location  of  Town  Clock  from  the  Roberts  Chapel  to 
the  Odd  Felloes  Hall  now  in  course  of  erection  report.   That 
the  Architect  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Hall  is  of  opinion  that  it 
would  cost  about  one  thousand  dollars  to  erect  a  Cupola  for 
the  reception  of  the  Clock;  it  would  cost  about  one  thousand 
dollars  more  for  a  bell  and  removing  the  town  clock,  which 
expense  will  of  necessity  have  to  be  borne  by  the  City. 
We  resort  the  fact,  without  recommendation. 

W  H  Karns    ) 
Hiram  Seibert) 
Daniel  Keely  )  Com 
D  Maguire    ) 

On  motion  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Mr  John  Moffit  for  an  allowance  for  extra  work  connected  with 
the  locating  and  arranging  the  Town  Clock  in  the  Cupola  of 
the  Roberts  Chapel  have  examined  the  matter  and  respectfully 
report  that  the  account  is  for  certain  fixtures  which  were 
necessary  only  because  of  location,  that  is  to  say,  if  a 
cupola  had  been  erected  for  the  Town  Clock  then  there  would 
have  been  no  need  for  the  fixtures  for  which  he  prays  for 
pay,  but  as  the  Town  Clock  was  placed  in  a  cupola  not  suit- 
able those  fixtures  were  necessary.   The  Committee  conceive 
the  account  a  just  one.,  and  the  am't  not  too  high,  &  recom- 
mend the  allowance  of  $50.00  Your  Committee  also  recommend 
that  the  maker  of  the  Clock  Mr  Moffit  be  employed  to  take 
charge  of  the  Clock  for  the  coming  year;  at  a  price  not 
greater  than  $50.00  per  year,  he  agreeing  to  wind  it  up,  and 
keep  it  in  good  running  order,  and  that  it  keep  correct  time 
without  any  cost  whatever  to  the  City 

..'illiam  H  Karns 
Daniel  Keely 
H  Seibert 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  report  was  concurred 

On  motion  of  Mr       the  Ci_ty  Attorney  was  instructed  to 
draw  a  contract  for  said  purpose  between  Mir  Moffit  and  the 
City 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  J0hn  Billington  asking  privilege  of  the  City  to  build  a 
foot  Bridge  at  his  own  expense  across  Pogues  Run  on  the  west 
sloe  of  Meridian  Street  report,  that  on  examination  they  can 
see  no  impropriety  in  granting  the  request,  provided  the 
Bridge  is  constructed  in  every  particular  as  the  Civil 
Engineer  may  direct  -  and  that  no  exclusive  privelige  be 
granted  to  Mr  Billington  nor  to  any  other  person,  nor  in  any 


way  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  same 
Indianapolis  Oct  16  1354  L  Dunlap) 

Wm  Boaz  ) 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, 
The  undersigned  respectfully  ask  the  privilege  of  hauling 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  cubic  yards  of  sand 'from  Alabama 
Street  between  Pogues  Run  and  South  Street,  now  being  ex- 
cavated on  said  Street 

Hassalman  &  Vinton 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 


J  Davis  &  Co. 

'Yes ley  M  Adams 
Brown  &  Mann 
John  Herman 
Hiram  Lewis 
Patrick  Sullivan 
Wm  Luney 
Hulin 
John  Shay 
Michael  O'Connel 
Jacob  Bisbing 
Benjamin  Pilbean 
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7.75 

$   134.34 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council. 

Gentlemen  the  undersigned  owners  of  two  thirds  of  the 
number  of  feet  fronting  Square  No  13  on  Vermont  Street,  being 
desirous  of  improving  the  side  walks  petition  your  honors  for 
that  privilege  and  also,  that  you  direct  the  Civil  Engineer 
to  give  grade  stakes  for  said  Side  walk  for  which  we  will  ever 


pray 

Indianapolis  Oct 

13 

1854 

William  Mansur 

135  feet 

Thos  Rickards 

67-|-   »• 

Robert  Harbison 

Jno  M  Gaston 

67|   '■ 

J  A  Levy 

33.9  « 

David  Kemp 

6  7  A-   M 

On  motion  of  Mr  Laguire  the  prayer  of  said  petition  was 
granted,  and  the  owners  permitted  to  make  the  pavements  at 
their  own  expense 
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The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
Your  petitioner  Daniel  Keely  would  respectfully  represent 
that  at  the  point  where  the  penn  and  Indianapolis  and  Belfon- 
taine  Rail  Road  track  crosses  Market  Street,  said  Street  has, 
by  being  graded,  created  a  standing  pool  of  water,  which 
renders  said  Street  at  that  point  impassable  and.  otherwise 
injurious  and  annoying  to  the  people  living  in  the  neighbor- 
hood thereof;   Your  petitioner  would  therefore  ask  your  body 
to  take  such  steps  in  reference  thereto  as  will  cause  said 
companies  or  either  of  them  to  build  a  Culvert  at  said  point 
by  which  said  water  will  be  made  to  run  and  flow  into  Pogues 
Run  and  thereby  render  said  Street  dry  and  passable,  and 
your  petitioner  asks  that  said  Steps  may  be  taken  in  the 
matter  so  as  to  secure  the  making  of  said  Culvert  within 
te ".  days 

Respectfully  Your  Petitioner 
Daniel  Keely 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  the  prayer  of  said  petitioner  was 
granted  and  the  -Street  Commissioner  instructed  to  notify 
said  Rail  Road  Companies  to  build  a  Culvert  within  ten  days 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  respectfully  asks  your  honorable  body 
grant  him  the  priviledge  of  erecting  a  small  house  at 
each  Market  house  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  an  eating 
house  exclusively  at  said  places  to  accommodate  persons 
attending'  the  Markets,  provided  that  it  can  be  removed  at 
any  time  by  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

Wm  R  Rose 

On  motion  of  Mr  Keeley  said  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Markets 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  the  mud  hole  in  Vermont  Street  between  Delaware  and 
Alabama  Street  sufficient  for  a  wagon  track  in  the  centre 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  by  adding  "2  mud 
holes  on  Merrill  Street 

Which  amendment  was  accepted,  and  said  resolution  was  not 
adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  3oaz,  Colley, 
Gray don,  Karns,  &  Seibert     5 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Avery,  C-owan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Pitts 
&  Trucksess    ~  6 
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Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
notify  the  builder  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Hall  to  open  the  gutter 
immediately  on  the  east  side  of  Pennsylvania  Street  so  as  to 
admit  a  free  passage  for  the  water,  and  on  failure  to  remove 
the  obstruction  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  notified 
and  instructed  to  prosecute  according  to  the  Ordinance 
relative  to  such  cases 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keely,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts  Seibert  &  Trucksess     15 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reporting  an  Ordinance  taxing  Billiard  Tables 
and  Ball  Alleys  as  provided  in  the  Charter  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  G-raydon,  -3-0 wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert,  &  Trucksess     12 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Keeley     1 

Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  authorized  to  make 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making  a  suitable   Stone  Culvert 
across  Washington  Street  at  the  crossing  of  New  Jersey  Street 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keely,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 

In  the  Negative  *.  None 

Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  of  four  be  appointed  in 
connexion  with  the  Civil  Engineer  to  locate  the  Market  House 
to  be  erected  on  South  Street 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Gray don,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keelv  ,      Ire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Messrs  Seibert,  Boaz,  Colley  &  Dunlap  were  appointed  said 

Committee 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  the  Street  Commissioner  was  in- 


s true ted  to  put  gravel  rode  around  said  house  under  the 
direction  of  said  Committee 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  he  directed  to 
make  a  gravel  walk  in  front  of  the  Seminary  to  Pennsylvania 
Street,  also  across  New  York  &  Meridian  Streets  not  to 
exceed  four  feet  wide 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  G-raydon,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  Mr  Harbison  be  allowed  $100  in  part 
payment  on  his  contract  for  graveling  around  the  Market  House 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  make  a  gravel  walk  and  clean  the  gutter  on  the  North  side 
of  North  Street  across  Illinois  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Keeley  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  make  a  gravel  walk  across  Alabama  Street  on  the  North  side 
of  Market  Street,  and  also  a  gravel  walk  across  Ohio  Street 
on  the  East  side  of  Alabama  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  make  gravel  walks  on  both  sides  of  each  Street  at  the 
crossing  of  Mississipi  and  Vermont  Streets 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  gravel  and  fix  all  the  Street  crossings  on  graded  Streets 
in  the  City 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  put  2  loads  gravel  on  the  side  walk  on  Virginia  Avenue, 
North  of  Pogues  at  the  crossing  of  the  Rail  Road  tracks. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  hereafter  this  Council  shall  meet  at 
7  O'clock  P  M  instead  of  2  O'clock 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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Mr  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution 
592  Resolved  That  the  sum  of   ~  dollars  be  allowed  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  for  the  Compilation  o^ 
the  Ordinances,  preparing  marginal  notes  to  the  Charter  and 
Ordinances,  making  index  for  the  same,  and  superintending 
the  printing  he  paying  out  of  this  allowance' for  the  se^ces 
of  Mr  D  B  Colley  in  aiding  in  the  copying  and  compilation  of 
tne  Ordinances 

Colley  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  "one  hundred" 

Mr  Karn's  moved  that  it  be  filled  with  "Seventy  five" 

Mr  Pitts  moved  that  i  t  be  filled  with  Sixty 

And  the  question  being  shall  the  blank  be  filled  with  "one 
hunarea"  said  motion  prevailed  and  the  resolution  as  emended 
was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are,  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz 
Colley,  tfowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keely,  Nelson,  Seibert  &  Truekses* 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Pitts.     1 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  this  Council  adjourn  until  tomorrow 
evening  ior  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
conduct  of  the  Night  Watch,  and  that  the  Marshall  notify  the 
Captain  of  the  Watch  to  be  present  and  make  a  reoort  about 
the  conduct  of  each  watchman  and  all  things  within  his  know- 
ledge connected  therewith. 

' ch  motion  prevailed 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser 

City  Clerk  James  McCready  Mayor 


Common  Council  Chamber 
Tuesday  October  17  1354 

The  Council  met  a  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  except  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr  Maguire  was  called  to  the  Chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

The  following  communication  was  received 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
Moses  B  Bliss  proposed  to  furnish  the  City  with  one  of 
his  Standard  Time  Tellers  for  measureing  time  "oy   the  Sun,  end 
regulating  clocks  and  watches,  with  a  Magnetometer  for  deter- 
mining the  variation  of  the  Magnetic  needle.   He  asks  the 
consideration  of  the  Subject  by  your  Honorable  body. 

Respectfully 

Moses  3  Bliss 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  purchasing  a 
Magnetometer  of  Mr  Bliss 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Messrs  Dunlap,  Colley  &  Karns  were  appointed  said  Committee 

Mr  Pitts  preferred  the  following  charge 

I  hereby  prefer  charge  against  John  Bishop  &  John  Bisbing 
for  Drunkenness  while  acting  as  watchman  for  the  City  of 
Indianapolis 
Oct  17th  1854  George  W  Pitts 

Councilman  from  the  4th  Ward 

Messrs  Pitts,  Karns  &  Keeley  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  examine  into  said  charge  and  report  the  facts  to  the 
Council 

Mr  Jones  moved  that  when  the  Council  adjourn,  they  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Monday  evening  next 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  said  vote  v/as  reconsidered,  and  the 
motion  was  amended  by  substituting  Thursday  evening  next  in 
place  of  Monday 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 
Attest  James  McCready  Mayor. 

James  N  Sweet ser 
City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
Thursday  Oct  19  1S54 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  except  1'essrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  (3-owan,  Keely, 
Trucksess  and  the  Mayor 

*  On  motion  Mr  Maguire  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

571.  Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  City  Clerk  he  authorized  to  draw 
a  warrant  in  favor  of  John  Moffit  for  the  balance  due  him  on 
the  Town  Clock 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  presented  the  following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
to  establish  a  police  force  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis  and 
prescribing  its  duties1  ordained  Sept  4  1S54 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis.   That. the  9th  Section  of  the  Ordinance  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment  be  amended  to  read  as  follows; 
"If  any  of  said  Watchmen  shall  neglect  their  duty,  become 
intoxicated,  or  be  absent  at  any  time  without  a  valid  excuse, 
such  watchman  may  be  removed  from  said  watch  by  said  Council 
on  motion  of  any  member,  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected 
being  necessary  to  effect  such  removal;  and  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  any  of  said  watch,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Captain  of  said  watch,  if  he  deems  it  necessary,  to  employ  a 
fit  person  to  fill  the  place  of  such  absentee,  until  such 
absentee  returns  or  a  successor  is  elected  and  qualified,  for 
which  service  such  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  following  Section  was  added. 
Sec  2.   All  Ordinances  or  parts  of  Ordinances  coming  in 
conflict  with  this  Ordinance  are  hereby  repealed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  following  Section  was  added. 
Sec  3.   This  Ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

On  motion  the  rule  requiring  the  consent  of  three  fourths 
of  the  members  present  to  pass  an  Ordinance  on  the  day  of  its 
presentation  was  suspended,  and  said  Ordinance  was  ordained 
by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
G-raydon,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Seibert   9 

In  the  Negative  -  None 


vici? 


Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Charge  preferred  against  John 
Bishop  and  John  Bisbing  be  referred  back  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee of  investigation  with  the  earnest  request  of  the  Council 
to  bring  in  a  definite  report  at  their  earliest  opportunity 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  John  B  Sturaph  stated  to  the  Council  that  he  has  sold 
the  interest  of  Mr  Dickman  in  a  Lot  bought  by  said  Dickman 
of  the  City 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  said  matter  was  referred  to  the  City 
Attorney  with  instructions  to  report  the  facts  to  the  Common 
•Council 

The  following  account  was  allowed 

Wm  S  Hubbard  for  rent  of  Relief  Engine  house  for  6  months 
to  Sep  15  1854  ^40.00 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  the  Council  adjourned  until 
Saturday  evening  next  at  ?  0! clock 

Attest  James  N.  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor. 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Saturday  October  21st  1854 

The  Council  met  a  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  except  Messrs  Avery  &  G-owan 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  to  whom  was  referred  the 
accounts  of  Kingsbury,  Tapscott  &  Co,  also  the  account  of 
Stewart  &  Wests,  have  examined  the  same  and  find  them  correct, 
and  would  recommend  their  allowance 

W  K  Karns  Ch  of  Com 

H  Seibert 

Wm  Boaz 

and  accompanying  said  reports  are  the  accounts  as  follows 
x  Kingsbury  &  Tapscott  &   Co.  Spanners  for 

Invincible  Fire  Company  |4.00 

x  Wests  &  Stewart   for  Ink,  paper,  pens  &  Sand       9.75 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  The  President  of  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis: 

The  undersigned  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting 
of  Your  Honorable  body,  to  prefer  charges  against  John  Bishop, 
and  John  Bisbing  for  alleged  misconduct  as  watchmen  of  said 
City,  and  during  the  hours  of  their  watch,  and  whilst  they 
should  have  been  on  duty  as  watchmen,  would- respectfully 
report,  that  the  undersigned  are  satisfied,  that  said  John 
Bishop  and  John  Bisbing  did  perhaps  on  one  or  two  occasions 
drink  more  than  they  ought  to  have  done,  and  upon  their 
promise  of  their  not  being  guilty  of  the  like  again,  and  in 
view  of  an  amendment  to  the  Ordinance  giving  the  Council 
power  to  remove  any  watchman  for  misconduct  on  motion,  would 
respectfully  reccommend  that  no  further  action  be  taken  in 
the  case  and  the  Committee  be  discharged 

W  H  Karns 
Daniel  Keeley 

On  motion  of  Lir  Dunlap  said  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Pitts  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  charges  against  Messrs  Bishop  &  Bisbing  presented  the 
following  Minority  report 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  o:  I     apolis 

The  undersigned  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting 

of  your  honorable  body  to  prefer  charges  against  John  Bishop 

and  John  Bisbing  for  alleged  misconduct  as  watchmen  of  said 

City,  say  that  said  John  Bishop  has  since  his  appointment  as 
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a  watchman  of  said  City  and  during  the  hours  of  his  watch  and 
v/hilst  he  should  have  been  on  duty  as  a  watchman,  been  guilty 
of  getting  drunk  and  neglecting  his  duty  as  such  watchman; 
And  your  Committee  further  say  that  said  John  Bisbing  has 
since  his  appointment  as  a  watchman  of  said  City  and  during 
the  hours  of  his  watch  and  whilst  he  should  have  been  on  duty 
as  a  watchman;  been  guilty  of  getting  drank  and  neglecting 
his  duty  as  such  watchman 

George  W  Pitts  (Committee 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor. 

City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
Thursday  Oct.  26  1354 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M  pursuant  to  the  call  of 
the  Mayor.   Present  all  the  members  of  the  Council  except 
Messrs  Avery,  Gowan  &  Pitts 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Whereas  it  has  been  ascertained  oy   undoubted  authority, 
that  dogs  afflicted  with  Hydraphobia  have  been  running  at  large 
for  a  few  days  past,  and  done  considerable  damage  and  have 
crested  much  alarm  among  some  of  the  Citizens;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  this  alarming  malady,  the 
Council  feel  it  their  duty  to  take  prompt  and  efficient 
measures  to  avert  it  -  Therefore, 

Resolved  That  the  Marshall  and  his  assistants  be 
directed  oy   the  Council  to  kill  all  dogs  found  unmuzzled  in 
any  street  or  alley  within  the  City  limits  from  and  after 
the  50th  in st 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  3oaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson  &  Seibert     10 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  vote  on  said  resolution  was 
reconsidered 

The  following  Ordinance  was  presented 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  Dogs  running  at  large  in 
the  City 

Sec  1.   3e  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,   That  the  Mayor  is  hereby  directed  to  issue 
his  proclamation  requiring  the  Marshall  and  his  Assistants 


to  kill  all  dogs  found  unmuzzled  in  any  street,  alley  or 
common  within  the  City  limits 

Sec  2.   All  Ordinances  or  parts  of  Ordinances  coming  in 
conflict  with  this  Ordinance  are  hereby  repealed 

Sec  3.   This  Ordinance  shall  he  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  rule  requiring  the  consent  of 
three  fourths  of  the  members  present  for  the  passage  of  an 
Ordinance  on  the  day  of  presentation  was  suspended  and  said 
ordinance  was  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Seibert  &  Trucks  ess     11 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Keeley  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  grade  and  gravel  around  the  Cistern  at  the  corner  of  Ohio 
&  East  Streets 

•h  motion  prevailed 

Tl   following  petition  was  presented 

Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council 

The  Indiara  Central  Rail  Way  Company  wish  to  grade  and 
gravel  their  Rail  Way  crossings  on  Alabama  and  New  Jersey 
Streets  and  respectfully  ask.  your  body  to  grant  then  the 
privledge  of  so  doing,  also  to  instruct  the  City  Engineer 
to  sett  the  grade  stakes  for  same  as  early  as  convenient, 
and  you  will  much  oblige  yours  and  the  Public 

W  A  Bradshaw  Agent 

I  C  Rail  Way,  Indianapolis 


On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  the  prayer  of  said  petition  v. 
nted  and  the  Civil 
Stakes  at  said  crossings 


granted  and  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to  sett  the 


Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  authorized  to 
advertise  for  proposals  to  plaster  the  Hall  of  the  Invincible 
Fire  Company  Engine  house 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

* 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Karns,  Keeley,  &  Seibert     7 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Jones,  Nelson  &  Trucksess   3 

*   Mr  Trucksess  moved  to  lay  said  resolution  on  the  table, 
which  motion  did  not  prevail. 
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On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor. 

James  N  Sweets er 
City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
Monday  November  6th  1854 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  members  except  Mr  Keeley 

The  Teasurers  monthly  account  was  presented  and  on  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  for  examination 

The  following  report  was  received 

Nov  6th  1854 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indian- 
apolis 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  Council  that 
the  cisterns  &  pumps  are  in  good  order  except  the  one  at  the 
Female  Institute,  one  at  McCords  &  one  at  the  corner  of 
Michigan  and  Penna  Streets.   The  gutters  are  cleaned  accord- 
ing to  order,  and  the  crossings  are  being  gravelled  and 
bridges  repaired  as  fast  as  possible 

■  Respy.  Richard  Weeks 
Dpts  Street  Commissioner 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 
x  Joseph  Langbean  for  Rent  of  house  for 


Invincible  Fire 

Company  7  months 

$28.00 

X 

James  Donavan 

for 

Posting  Bills 

o.5Q 

X 

Ross  &  Hall 

for 

cleaning  \ 

/ell  on 

Washington  &  Ala 

bama 

Streets 

7.50 

X 

W  G-  Wright 

for 

repairing 

pumps 

8c   c 

21.95 

X 

J  P  Childers 

for 

repairing 

pumps 

&  c 

15.50 

X 

Hiram  Lewis 

for 

Labor 

41.75 

X 

W  H  Carroll 

Labor 

19.50 

X 

Mr  Stewart 

Labor 

1.25 

X 

Patrick  Sullivan 

Labor 

20.62 

X 

Michel  0  'Connel 

Labor 

8.75  " 

655 

X 

John  Dunhua 

Labor 

1.87 

654 

X 

Wm  Luney 

Labor 

14  57 

X 

J  N  Many 

Labor 

5  12 

1  134.  78 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  following  bids  for  building 
a  foot  Bridge  across  the  Canal  on  Maryland  Street 
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Levi  Comegya  proposed  to  build  said  Bridge  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Seven  dollars 

Messrs  King  &  Kenady  proposed  to  build  said  Bridge  for  one 
hundred  and  forty  one  dollars 

$89.00  Indianapolis  In  November  4th  1854. 

fie  James  Wood 

I  will  build  your  foot  bridge  over  the  canal  according 
to  Specification  for  eighty  nine  dollars 

Owen  Cullings 

On  motion  said  contract  was  awarded  to  Owen  Cullings 

The  following  report  and  communication  were  presented 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council,  that  George  D 
Pfeifier  has  refused  to  subscribe  the  contract  for  building 
the  Cisterns,  and  that  William  M 'Mains  has  also  declined 
building  them,  as  the  price  of  brick  is  higher  than  he 
calculated  when  he  made  his  bid.   The  accompanying  letter 
from  Silranus  Scofield  in  relation  to  building  the  Cisterns 
is  herewith  submitted  to  the  Council  ' 

Indianapolis  November  6  1854       James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 


Indianapolis  Nov  4th  1854 

Mr  J  Wood,  Civil  Engineer 

Sir  I  understand  that  Mr  Phiper  and  Mr  McMains  have 
oeclined  making  the  Cisterns,  if  you  please  you  may  say  to 
the  Council  if  they  choose,  I  will  build  them  at  my  bid  of 
69  cents  per  barrel  according  to  specification  and  I  will 
subscribe  a  contract  and  give  bond  accordingly.   As  I  am. 
acquainted  with  but  few  of  the  C0uncil  I  would  refer  them 
to  worK  done  at  the  Blind  Asylum,  two  cisterns  I  built  t^ere 
containing  750  barrels  each,  and  to  John  F  Hile,  Stoten 
Richard  and  Calvin  Fletcher,  Robert  Sharp e,  Samuel  Hetsell- 
gesser,  John  D  De frees,  John  Morris  and  manv  others  I  could 
mention 

Your  Obt  Ser 

Silranus  Scofield 

On  motion  said  report  and  communication  were  laid  on  the 
table 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  C0uncil  that  the  Cistern 
^uilt  by  William  Wood  at  crossing  of  Illinois  and  North 
Street  is  3   inches,  and  the  one  built  by  him,  at  crossing  of 
Onio  and  East  Street  is  6  inches  above  the  established  grade 
of  the  Streets 
Indianapolis  Nov  6  1354  .-•  es  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 


The  following  report  was  presented 

Estimate  for  building  a  Stone  Culvert  across  Washington 
at  New  Jersey  Street 

To  16  Cubic  Yards  of  excavation  at  25  cents  per  yard  $   4,00 

30  Cubic  Yards  of  Stone  masonry  at  $4.85   "    »  145.50 

817  Superficial  feet  of  Stone  covers  at  55  cents 

pr  foot  449.35 

720  Superficial  feet  of  paving  at  17  cents  or  foot  122.40 


. 


OC 


Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Nov  6  1354  Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council  that  he  advertised 
for  proposals  for  plastering  the  hall  of  the  Invincible  Fire 
Engine  House,  but  none  have  'oeen   received 

James  Wood 
Indianapolis  Nov  6  1354  Civil  Engineer 

3eibert  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
re-advertise  for  plastering  said  hall  by  posting  bills  for 
6  days.   Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  authorized  to 
have  the  ceiling  of  said  hall  plastered  on  the  best  terms  he 
can  possibly  make. 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  presented. 

Police  report  beginning  Monday  evening  Oct  2   1354  enc' 
Monday  Morning  Nov  6th/ 5 4 

1st  Ward  Jefferson  Springstean  Served  thirty  three  and  a 

half  days 

John  Bishop  Served  thirty  three  days 

2nd  Ward  John  Bisbing  Served  thirty  four  days 

Amos  Scott  Served  thirty  three  and  a 

half  days 

3d  Ward  David  Derringer  Served  thirty  four  days 

David  Anderson  Served  thirty  five  days 

4th  Ward  J  W  Buckhart  Served  thirty  five  days 

Robert  Johnson  Served  thirty  five  days 

5th  Ward  J  M  Vanblarlcum  Served  thirty  and  a  half  days 

Benjamin  Sobaugh  Served  twenty  eight  days 

James  Armstrong  Served  seven  days  during  an 

illness  of  Mr  Sobaugh 
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6th  Ward  George  Thompson  Served  thirty  three  days 

Wm  McClain       Served  thirty  four  days 
7th  Ward  Reuben  Adams     Served  thirty  three  days 
Hubbard  Adams    Served  thirty  five  days 

Jefferson  Springstean  Capt  of 

Police 

Indianapolis 

On  motion  said  report  was  received  and  the  City  Clerk  was 
instructed  to  draw  warrants  in  favor  of  the  watchmen  for  the 
amounts  due  them 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Nov  6th  1354 
The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council  that  on  two 
Occasions,  John  Bo shop  has  appeared  at  the  Horning  Roll  call 
in  s  state  of  intoxication  as  I  verily  beleive 

Jefferson  Springstean 
Captain  of  the  Watch 

On  motion  of  Mr  Gray don  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  communication  was  presented' 

To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of 
the  C0uncil  to  the  fact,  that  ?s  Captain  of  the  Watch  he  is 
by  reason  of  said  office  compelled  to  perform  more  service 
than  a  watchman  does  otherwise,  and  would  therefore  ask  this 
Council  to  proportion  the  pay  in  comparison  with  others  in 
the  Service 

.  Respy  Yours 

Jefferson  Springstean 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  said  communication  be  referred  to  a 
select  Committee  of  three 


Which  motion  prevailed  and  Messrs  Karns 
were  aooointed  said  Committee 


Go  wan  and  Avery 


The  following  report  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  respectfully  report  to  the  Council  that 
they  have  examined  the  monthly  report  of  the  Treasurer  and 
found  it  correct 
Nov  6  1354  Respy 

James  McCready,  Mayor 

James  N  Sweetser,  City  Clerk 

The  following  report  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  was 
presented  and  on  Motion  of  Mr  Colley  said  report  was  con- 
curred in  and  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  Minutes. 
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Mr  President 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
license  to  Keepers  of  Billard  Tables  and  Bowling  Saloons^have 
had  the  Subject  matter  of  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
and  after  deliberating  upon  the  subject  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  a  license  to 
such  establishments,  beleiving  it  most  proper  to  leave  their 
toleration  or  prohibition  to  public  sentiment,  under  the 
provisions  of  such  Ordinances  as  are  now  in  force,  or  may 
hereafter  be  passed,  on  that  subject 

Respectfully  Submitted 

D.  Maguire 

C-eo  W  Pitts 

L  Dunlap 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

The  Committee  on  Markets  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  W  R  Rose  asking  the  privilege  to  erect  a  small  house  on 
each  of  the  Market  Squares  have  had  the  same  under  consideration 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  the  prayer  of  the  Committee 
should  not  be  granted 

H  Seibert 
John  Trucksess 

S  A  Colley  dissents  from  the  above 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

G-entlemen  of  the  City  Council 

Your  Orators  respectfully  lay  before  you  the  following 
petition  to  wit;   that  your  honorable  body  do  grant  the  under- 
signed the  privilege  or  right  of  renting  the  large  hall  of 
their  new  building  situated  on  the  East  corner  of  Maryland 
and  Illinois  Streets  -  and  to  be  called,  The  Columbian  Hall  - 
for  the  purpose  of  public  exhibitions,  the  owners  &  managers 
of  said  exhibitions  to  be  free  from  the  usual  License  charges 
fixed  by  the  City  ordinance  in  reference  thereto,  and  the 
undersigned  proprietors  of  the  said  hall  to  pay,  in  lieu  of 
said  License  charges,  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  City, 
such  tax  fees  annually  as  your  honorable  body  may  consider 
just  a.nd  reasonable.   For  which  your  orators  will  ever  pray 
your  honorable  body 

C  A  Elliott  &  Co 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  report  v/as  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee 

Mr  3-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  under  the  direction 
of  the  City  Engineer  is  hereby  directed  to  grade  and  gravel 
sidewalk  in  front  of  State  property  on  the  West  side  of 
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Pennsylvania  Street  from  New  York  to  Vermont  Street,  and  also 
the  'Vest  crossing  of  Penna.  &  Vermont  Streets. 

Said  resolution  was  not  adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  G-raydon, 
Karns,  &  Seibert     3 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap, 
Gowan,  Nelson,  &  Pitts     7 

Mr  Graydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resoved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  directed 
to  make  a  gravel  walk  not  less  than  four  feet  wide  in  front 
of  State  property  on  the  West  side  of  Pennsylvania  Street 
from  New  York  to  Vermont  Streets,  and  also  on  the  '.Vest  crossing 
of  Penna  &  Vermont  Streets 

Adopted  oy   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative,  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  -Gowan,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Truxsess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 
Resolved  That  hereafter  the  Council  shall  meet  at 
Six  and  a  half  O'clock  instead  of  Seven 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Eoaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     12 

In  the  Negative,  None 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  Kasselman  &  Vinton  be  authorized  to  take 
one  hundred  and  forty  Cubic  Yards  of  sand  from  Alabama 
Street  under  the  supervision  of  the  Street  Commissioner  at 
a  fair  valuation 

Mr  Seibert  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  which  motion  did 
not  prevail  and  said  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Dunlap,  Graydon,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Trucksess  S 

In  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Colley,  Gowan,  Pitts, 
&  Seibert     5 

The  following  report  was  persented 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  the 
claim  of  Micheal  Shea  for  work  done  on  the  side  walk  on  the 
North  Side  of  Washington  Street  West  of  the  canal,  Respectfully 
report,   That  it  appears  by  the  estimate  of  the  City  Engineer 
that  the  amount  of  work  done  on  said  Side  walk  for  which  the 
said  Shea  claimed  payment  came  to  the  sum  of  $482.75.   On  a 
subsequent  survey  it  appeared  that  a  part  of  the  work  had 
been  done  by  the  owners  of  property  bordering  the  Side  walk, 


amounting  to  $204.75,  total  done  by  Shea  $278.00.   Of  this 
there  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  property  $85.39.   3y  the  City 
for  Streets  &  Alleys  $62.29,  allowed  by  City  Council  in 
ltion  $100.00.    $247.68 
$  30,32 

Mr  3hea  Claims  that  he  ought  to  have  pay  for  the  work  done 
by  the  property  owners,  and  also  that  he  should  have  damages 
for  the  loss  of  his  contract  -  for  the  latter  he  may  have 
some  claim, but  on  this  point  we  do  not  express  an  opinion. 
We  recommend  that  there  be  appropriated  to  Michael  Shea  the 
further  sum  of  $ 

Henry  H  Nelson 
S  A  Colley 
<  W  H  Jones 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  the  last  blank  in  said  report  was 
filled  with  $30  and  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  propriety  of 
purchashing  a  Standard  Time  Teller,  or  improved  Sun  Dial  of 
Moses  B  Bliss  of  Maine,  respectfully  report,  that  the  Com- 
mittee are  willing  to  award  the  proprietor  a  high  degree  of 
Mechanical  Skill  in  illustrating  the  usefulness  and  scientific 
Improvement  of  the  instrument,  and  beleive  it  would  be  an 
acquisition  to  the  City  -  But  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  while  we  have  Streets  to  improve  and  Bridges  to 
build  that  require  our  immediate  attention,  the  purchase  of 
the  instrument  should  be  deferred  to  some  future  period 

L  Duniap   ) 

H  Jones  )  Com 
S  A  Colley) 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  said  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  requested  to  make 
an  estimate  and  report  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  the 
cost  of  making  a  flag  stone  walk  from  the  corner  of  Mr 
Blake's  new  building  on  Washington  Street,  to  the  Palmer; 
house,  and  also  across  Washington  Street  opposite  the  pave- 
mement  on  the  West  Side  of  Illinois  Street  tc  the  2ates 
House 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Duniap,  G-ra.ydon,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess     11 

In  the  Negative  -  llr   Boaz     1 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  c      .cation  of  Mr  Sco field 
was  taken  from  the  table 


398 


Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  Instructed  to 
contract  with  Mr  Scofield  for  building  the  cisterns,  extend- 
ing the  time  of  the  completion  thereof,  as  may  be  reasonable, 
for  the  present  season  of  the  year. 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  repair  the  pro- 
tection of  the  gutter  on  the  North  Side  of  Virginia  Avenue, 
on  the  South  Side  of  Pog.ues  Run 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  arc  Messrs  Avery,  3oaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones  Karns,  Maguire,  Pitts,  Seibert  & 
Trucksess.     11 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  C-raydon  &  Nelson     2 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  Councilmen  from  the  2nd  ward  be 
requested  toaske  the  State  Officers  to  grade  and  gravel  the 
Side  walk  on  the  West  Side  of  Penna  Street  between  New  York 
&  Vermont  Streets 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
make  an  estimate  of  work  done  on  New  York  Street  between 
Illinois  and  Meridian  Streets  by  Mr  Harbison 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Boaz  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  John  Morris  be  permitted  to  set  posts 
along  Louisiana  Street  alon^  the  pavement  from  Meridian  to 
Illinois  Street  sufficient  to  keep  wagons  and  omnibuses  off 
the  pavement 

Not  adopted  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative,  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Maguire,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     5 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Jones, 
Karns,  Nelson  &  Pitts     8 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  on  3-eorgia  Street  by  Mr 
Duffry  and  that  that  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  draw 
warrants  for  the  amount  due  from  the  City 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  communication  was  presented 

Indianapolis   Nov  6  1854 
The  City  Council 
The  undersigned  deems  it  necessary  to  call  on  your 
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honorable  body  to  releive  him  in  some  way  or  other  in  relation 
to  the  collection  of  the  G-as  tax  in  the  City.  ■.: e   undersig 
has  succeeded  in  collecting  a  portion  of  the  Tax,  but  has  fail- 
ed in  every  attempt  he  has  made  since  the  City  Attorney  has 
cade  his  report  on  the  subject  of  taxation  -  the  undersigned 
has  offered  property  for  sale  but  could  not  get  a  bid  because 
say  they,  a  good  title  cannot  be  made 

A  F  Short ridge 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  communication  was  referred  to 
the  City  Attorney 

On  motion  the  printing  account  of  Messrs  Elder  &   Harkness 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  accounts 

Mr  Colley  moved  that  the  City  Marshall  be  politely  re- 
quested to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  Council  if  it  is  con- 
sistent with  his  private  engagements 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Trucks ess  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  in- 
structed to  make  a  gravel  walk  on  North  Side  of  Georgia 
across  Tenessee  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

j-raydon  presented  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
to  establish  a  police  force  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  and 
prescribing  its  duties 

Said  Ordinance  was  read  the  Second  time  and  on  motion  of 
Mr  Nelson  was  laid  on  the  table 

On  motion  the  Civil  Engineers  report  in  reference  to  the 
Cisterns  built  ~oy   Wm  Wood  was  taken  from  the  Table 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  Cistern  in  the  3d  ward  be 
accepted  if in  the  opinion  of  the  Civil  Engineer  the  heighth 
above  the  grade  will  be  no  incumbrance 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
rrade  and  throw  gravel  or  Stone  around  the  Cistern  in  the 
3d  ward  -  in  the  discretion  of  the  Civil  Engineer 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Karns  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  spread  the  Stones  around  the  Cistern  at  the  corner  of 
Penna  &  Michigan  Streets 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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Pitts  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  put  stones  around  the  Cistern  opposite  the  Carlisle  house 

hich  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
draw  an  order  of  $12,50  for  5  months  rent  of  the  Clerks  office 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Council  adjourn 

hich  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  said  vote  was  reconsidered 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  one  hundred  dollars  be  allowed 
Wm  Wood  in  part  payment  for  building  the  Cistern  in  the  5d 
ward. 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor. 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
ember  20th  1854 

The  Council  met  at  half  past  Six  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the 
>r  and  all  the  Councilmen 

The  following  accounts  v/ere  presented  an  allowed 

Samuel  Murphy   for  Labor                         \  30.00 

Hiram  Lewis     "     "  10.00 

S  Hoffner       "     "  6  25 


The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to    the  Council,  that  he 
measured  the  Cistern  at  intersection  of  Illinois  and  North 
Streets,  built  by  William  Wood  and  it  will  hold  494  Barrels 
of  water,  which,  at  50  cents,  as  per  contract,  amounts  to 
two  hundred  and  forty  seven  (247)  dollars,  two- thirds  payable 
when  the  cistern  is  completed  and  the  other  third  when  it  is 
fully  tested  and  found  to  be  water  tight 
Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Nov  20  1354  Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to 
draw  a  warrant  in  favor  of  William  Wood  for  two  thirds  of 
the  contract  price  for  said  cistern 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  City  of  Indianapolis   Dr 

To  C-eorge  Durham  &  Robert  Talkington 

To  estimate  for  building  the  Invincible  Fire  Engine  House 
according  to  plan,  and  specifications,  as  per  contract. 

2.00 
Extra  Work 
To  163  Cubic  yards  of  excavation  at  23  cents  per 

yard  38.64 

"  20,000  brick  in  cellar  walls,  at  $7  per  thousand   140.00 
11   2000    "    «   well  at  $5  per  thousand  10.00 

"  walling  two  cellar  grates  2.00 

11  one  tier  of  joisting  in  lower  floor  49x12x2^        32.62 
"  framing  under  joists  16.74 

"   1000  feet  of  rough  floor  20.00  , 

11   1000   "    "   dressed  pine  floor  32.00 

"  making  gutter  in  lower  floor  3.00 

"  making  cellar  door  and  steps  6.50 

"  erecting  cupola  50.00 

"  putting  cornice  in  front  10.50 

01354.00 
Indianapolis  I  certify  the  above  correct 

November  20,  1854  James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer 
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Mr  Keely  moved  That  said  reported  account  be  allowed 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Estimate  of  stone  crossings  at  Washington  and  Illinois 
Street:  Viz: 

Crossing  Washington  Street 
29  Cubic  yards  of  excavation  @  30  cents 

per  yard  $  8.70 

20  Cubic  yards  of  Sand  @  60  cents  per  yard  12.00 
282  Superficial  feet  of  pavement  @  55 

cents  per  foot  155.10 

198  Superficial  feet  of  paving  with 

boulders,  @  25  cents  per  foot  49.50  $225.30 

Crossing  between  Palmer  House  &  the  Blake  Building 
50  Cubic  yards  of  excavation,  @  25  cents 

per  yard  f  12.  50 

42  Cubic  yards  of  Sand  ©  60  cents  per 

yard  25.20 

480  Superficial  feet  of  pavement,  @  55 

cents  per  foot  264  00 

342  Superficial  feet  of  paving  with 

boulders  at  25  cents  85.50   387.20 

Total  "^612.50 
Indianapolis  November  20,  1854     James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  report  was  received 

Indianapolis  Nov  20/54 
Police  Proceedings. 
Number  of  arrests  made  by  the  Watchmen  since  Monday  Nov  6th 
ending  Monday  Nov  20th/ 5 4 
For  being  drunk 
"   disturbing  the  peace 
»   fighting 

11   committing  assault  &  Battery 
"   associating  with  prostitutes 
"   females  for  prostitution 
"    "      "  being  drunk 

Whole  number 

Jefferson  Springstean 
Capt  of  the  Watch 

The  following  report  was  received 

Nov  20  1354 
The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  Treasurers 
Monthly  account,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined 
said  account  and  found  it  correct 

James  McCready  Mayor 

Jas  i:   Sweetser,  City  Clerk 
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The  following  report  was  received 

Mr  President,   The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
account  of  Elder  &  Harkness,  have  examined  the  same  and  find 
that  all  the  charges  are  in  accordance  with  the  regular 
prices  for  printing  and  would  recommend  that  the  bill  be 
allowed. 

arns 
William  Boaz 
Hiram  Seibert 

And  accompanying  said  report  was  Messrs  Elder  &  Harkness* 
bill  for  4.93 

On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson  said  bill  was  allowed 

Maguire  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed 
to  make  walks  in  the  yard  of  the  High  School  to  the  wells, 
to  the  coal  house,  and  to  the  out  houses,  and  also  that  he 
extend  the  walk  on  the  north  side  of  New  York  Street  to 
Meridian  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  presented. 

Mr  President.   The  select  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  from  the  Captain  of  the  n: 
watch  in  relation  to  equalization  his  pay,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration  are  of  the  opinion",  that  in  view  of  the 
responsibility  which  is  placed  upon  him,  and  the  additional 
amount  of  labour  which  he  is  necessarily  required. to  perform 
in  travelling  through  the  different  wards,  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  an  additional  amount  of  twenty  five  cents  be 
be  allowed  him  per  day 

Wm  H  Kams 

Canada  Go  wan 

J  L  Avery 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Graydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  direct- 
ed to  make  a  gravel  walk,  four  feet  wide  in  front' of  State 
property,  occupied  oy   Asylum  for  the  Blind,  on  the  West  Side 
of  Pennsylvania  Street,  between  North  Street  and  St  Clair 
Street,  and  also  at  the  west  crossing  of  St  Clair  Street  and 
Pennsylvania  Street 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess     13 

In  the  Negative  -  None 
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Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  "be  authorized  to  ad- 
vertise for  the  paving  of  the  Market  Mouse  on  South  Street 
and  also  the  graveling  around  the  same  sufficient  to  render 
it  convenient  for  Market  purposes 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess. 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Avery  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  requested  to  measure 
the  Cistern  at  the  crossing  of  Ohio  &  East  Street  and  accept 
the  same  provided  it  is  done  according  to  contract,  waiving 
the  objection  of  the  said  cistern  being  above  the  grade,  and 
that  Mr  Wood  be  allowed  the  amount  due  him  for  said  cistern 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-owan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Nelson  Pitts,  Seibert 
&   Truckses.     11  ' 

In-  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  authorized  to 
fill  the  mud  holes  in  Merrill  Street  between  Delaware  and 
Alabama  Street  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  wagons,  and  also 
fill  in  like  manner,  the  mud  hole  in  Vermont  Street  between 
Delaware  and  Alabama  Streets 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson 
&  Seibert     10 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Pitts  &  Truxsess     2 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  authorized 
to  grade  around  the  Market  house  on  South  Street  and  to  use 
the  dirt  therfrom  in  filling  the  mud  holes  in  Merrill  & 
Vermont  Streets 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  legality  of  the  Mayor,  Marshall,  or  watch- 
men receiving  any  money  or  other  articles  of  value  from  any 
person  arrested  and  put  in  prison  by  said  watchmen,  for  their 
appearance  before  they  have  had  a  hearing 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,   Boaz, 
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Copley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Captain  of  the  watch  be  authorized 
to  procure  a  signal  mace  for  each  watchman  -  also  a  brass 
star  to  be  v/orn  on  the  left  breast  when  on  duty 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Keeley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Invincible  Fire  Company  be  authorized 
to  have  window-  shutters  placed  on  the  Engine  House 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Seibert  &  Truxsess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  have  the  Bridge  across 
the  Canal  on  Ohio  Street  repaired  with  new  railing 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truxsess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  certificate  of  Purchase  from  the 
City  Treasurer  of  property  sold  for  taxes  due  the  City  be 
referred  to  the  City  Attorney 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Keeley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  James  Blake  be  notified  by  the  Street 
Commissioner  to  deepen  the  gutter  in  front  of  his  building 
on  Washington  Street  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee  Streets 
so  as  to  let  the  water  pass  off  freely  from  the  gutter  West 
of  his  said  building,  and  in  default  thereof  that  the  Com- 
missioner immediately  proceed  to  do  the  same  at  James  Blake's 
expense  under  the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Seibert 
and  Truxsess     12 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Pitts 
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Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Captain  of  the  Watch  he  authorized  to 
employ  a  suitable  person  to  act  as  watchman  in  his  place  until 
the  next  meeting  of  this  Council,  and  that  he  devote  his  whole 
time  throughout  the  City  as  Captain  of  said  Watch,  and  that  he 
be  authorized  to  change  the  Watchmen  from  one  v/ard  to  another 
whenever  he  shall  beleive  that  the  true  objects  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  said  watch  can  be  more  fully  carried  out  by  making 
such  change  for  the  time  being,  end  the  Judiciary  Committee 
be  requested  to  report  such  amendments  to  the  Watch  ordinance 
at  their  earliest  convenience,  as  referred  to  above 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative,  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Pitts  &   Seibert  10 ' 
In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  G-raydon,  Nelson,  &  Truxsess  3 

Mr  Avery  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  requested  to 
re-air  the  gutter  on  the  East  side  of  Alabama  Street,  between 
Ohio  &  New  York  Streets;  and  make  two  foot  crossings  over 
the  same,  under  the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Seibert 
&  Truxsess 

•  In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  'draw 
a  warrant  in  favor  of  Mr  Harbison  for  the  amount  due  from  the 
City  for  work  done  on  New  York  between  Meridian  &  Illinois 
Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resoved  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  enquire  in  to  the 
expediency  of  reporting  an  Ordinance  regulating  the  Sale  of 
wood  and  also  establishing  a  stand  for  the  Sale  of  the  same 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Colley, 
Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert 
&  Truxsess     10 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz  &  Keeley,   5 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  City  Attorney  be  authorized  to 
bring  suit  against  the  property  holders  on  7-eorgia  Street 
for  the  Amount  of  an  estimate  of  work  done  on  said  Street 
by  Messrs  G-aughan  &  Duffy 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  in  7th  ward  School  Lot, 
and  that  the  City  Clerk  draw  a  warrant,  for  amount  of  said 
estimate,  on  the  School  fund 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  instructed  to  draw 
an  order  on  the  School  fund  for  the  items  in  Elder  &  Harkness 
printing  bill,  done  for  School  purposes 

hich  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  place,  immediately,  temporary  fences  around  the  Cisterns 
at  the  corner  of  Penna  &  Washington  and  the  corner  of  Penna 
&  Market  Streets 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Seibert  moved,   That  the  Contracter  be  authorized,  under 

the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer  to  build  the  Cisterns  in 

the  7th  ward,  in  a  suitable  manner  to  the  best  advantage  of 
the  City 

Which  motion  prevailed 


Attest 


James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 


408 


Common  Council  Chamber 
December  4th  1354 

The  Council  met  a  half  past  6  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the 
Mayor  and  all  the  Councilmen 

The  Treasurers  monthly  report  was  received  and  on  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  for  examination 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  regular  order  of  business  was 
suspended 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Mr  President 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a 
resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of 
the  Mayor,  Marshall  or  Watchman,  receiving  any  money  or 
other  article  of  value  from  any  person  arrested  and  put  in 
prison  by  said  watchmen  for  their  appearance  before  they 
have  had  a  hearing,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  are  of  opinion  (in  which  opinion  the  City  Attorney  con- 
curs) that  neither  the  Marshall  nor  the  Watchmen  have  the 
legal  right  to  receive  money  or  other  article  of  value  from 
any  person  arrested  and  put  in  prison  by  said  watchmen  for 
their  appearance  before  they  have  had  a  hearing,  but  that  the 
Mayor  may,  when  a  person  is  arrested  and  brought  before  him 
and  a  charge  preferred,  on  the  application  of  the  accused 
party,  or  of  the  prosecutor,  continue  the  cause  to  a  day 
fixed,  and  if  the  offence  charged  is  bailable  require  the 
accused  party  to  give  bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  time 
fixed,  in  an  amount  sufficient  in  his  opinion,  to  secure  his 
appearance,  and  in  the  absence  of  individual  Security,  the 
.r  may  receive  from  the  accused  the  amount  of  money  at 

the  ..ail  is  fixed  as  security  for  his  appearance  at  the 
fixed  for  the  hearing 

D  Mas 

L  Dun lap 

G-eo  W  Pitts 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Maguire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the 
following  report 

Mr  President,   The  Judiciary  Committee  tc      1  was 
referred  a  resolution  directing  them  to  report  an  amendment 
to  the  Ordinance  establishing  a  police  force  in  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,  have,  according  to  the  order  of  the  Council 
prepared  such  an  Ordinance,  and  now  report  it  for  consider- 
ation 

(Here  insert) 

On  motion  it  was  read  a  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table 
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Mr  Maguire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  an  Ordinance 
entitled  "An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  entitled  "An 
Ordinance  in  relation  to  theatres,  shows  &  @  passed  Nov  7  1851 

On  motion  it  was  read  a  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table 

.  Mr  Maguire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  the  follow- 
ordinance 

"An  Ordinance  relative  to  lifting  machines,  lung  testers, 
and  other  instruments  or  devices  of  a  similar  kind 

Sec  1.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  or 
persons  to  exhibit  any  lifting  machine,  lung  tester,  or  other 
instrument  of  a  similar  kind  at  the  crossing  of,  oroi  the 
corners  of,  or  along  any  of,  the  streets  and  highways  of  said 
City,  within  the  limits  thereof 

Sec  2.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going section  shall,  on  conviction  before  the  Mayor,  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  less  than  nor  exceed;'.. 

dollars  for  each  offence 

Sec  3.   The  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  publication 

On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson  the  first  blank  in  the  2nd  Section 
was  filled  with  "ten"  and  "oy   consent  of  the  Council  the  2nd 
blank  in  said  section  was  filled  with  "twenty"  and  said 
ordinance  was  then  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Sowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

The  following  report  was  received  and  on  motion  of  Maguire 
was  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  Minutes 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
As  it  respects  the  enclosed  certificate        as  sub- 
mitted to  me  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  I  have  only 
to  say,  that  sale  appears  to  have  been  made  on  the  26th  day  of 
Jany  1647,  that  unless  the  owner  of  the  property  paid,  or  de- 
posited the  amount  of  the  purchase  money,  with  the  delin- 
quent taxes  paid  by  the  purchaser  and  the  per  sentum  therein 
due,  within  three  years  from  the  day  of  sale  thereof,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Mayor  to  make  a  deed,  under  the  seal  of  the 
City,  to  the  purchaser  or  his  assigns  on  production  of  the 
certificate.   So  far  as  the  making  of  the  deed  is  concerned 
the  loss  of  the  records  makes  no  difference.   It  may  not  be 
improper  for  me  to  state,  that  Mr  Langsdale,  the  purchaser, 
says  that  the  owner  Mas  the  Treasurers  receipt  for  the 
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taxes  for  the  sain*  year  for  which  the  lot  was  sold.   If  that 
is  true  the  lot  was  sold  under  a  mistake  and  Mr  Langsdale 
would  he  entitled  to  have  his  money  refunded. 
This,  however,  is  a  matter  about  which  I  know  nothing 

Respectfully  Submitted 
N  B  Taylor 

City  Attorney 

A  petition  was  presented  from  Messrs  Ellis  &  Morris  on  be- 
half of  the  Union  Railway  Company  asking  the  Council  to  build 
a  Cistern  near  the  Union  Depot 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  at  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  a  Cistern  be  constructed  at  the  Union 
Passenger  Depot,  in  such  place  as  the  Councilmen  of  the  5th 
&  6th  wards  may  designate,  at  the  expense  of  the  City,  and 
that  when  constructed  the  Union  Railway  Company  shall  protect 
it  from  injury  keep  it  constantly  filled,  and  from  time  to 
time  make  all  needful  repairs 

nesolved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertise 
for  proposals  to  construct  such  Cistern  to  hold  five  hundred 
barrels  of  water 

On  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table 

ihe  following  communication  was  presented 

The  undersigned  Trustees  of  the  Common  Schools  of  the 
City  of  Indianapolis,  being  of  opinion  that  under  the  Common 
School  Law,  and  Ordinance  of  the  City  on  that  Subject,  that 
the  disbursement  of  all  the  School  funds  raised  either  under 
the  act  of  the  G-eneral  Assembly  or  by  special  taxation, 
belongs  exclusively  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  as  the 
Common  Council  have  made  several  drafts  upon  the  Common  School 
fund,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  Common  Council  are  of  a 
different  opinion  from  the  undersigned,  on  the  subject  referred 
to.   We  respectfully  ask  the  Common  Council  to  decide  the 
question  whether  said  fund  is  exclusively  under  the  control 
of  said  Trustees.   We  ask  to  be  heard  before  the  Council 
decides  the  point 

Respectfully 

Wm  Sheets 
John  B  Dillon 
H  F  West 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  said  communication  was  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 
John  Kentzell  for  posting  bills         $  2.00 

George  Durham  "   digging  well  at  In v. 

Engine  house  7.20 
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Watchman 

$   21. 

,00 

It 

making  & 

repairing 

pumps 

26. 

,00 

II 

making  & 

repairing 

pumps 

13. 

,25 

11 

digging  wells 

9, 

,77 

11 

do 

QC 

20, 

,97 

$100. 

.19 

Jefferson  Springstean  for  Stars  &   maces  for 

John  Childers 

W  a  Wright 

Robert  Ross 
Lyttle  Hale 


The  following  report  was  received 

The  City  of  Indianapolis   Dr 

To  George  Bocock 
To  427  Cubic  Yards  of  grading  in  the  Seventh  Ward 
School  House  Lot,  at  24  cents  per  yard  $102.48 

To  48  Cubic  Yards  of  gravel  laid  on  walks  on  said 
Lot  at  65  cents  51.20 

$133.68 
Deduct  Estimate  for  grading  ordered  by  the  Council 
Nov  21  1854  70.00 

Balance       $  63.68 
I  certify  the  above  correct 
Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Dec  4  1854  Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  by  Mr  Colley  said  account  was  ordered  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  School  Fund 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council,  that  Owen 
Cullings  has  declined  building  the  foot  Bridge  over  the  Canal 
on  Maryland  Street,  the  Council  will  please  direct  what  is  to 
be  done  in  the  matter 

Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Dec  4  1854  Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  Civil  Engineer  make  a  contract 
with  Messrs  King  &  Kennedy  for  building  said  Bridge 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  City  of  Indianapolis   Dr 

To  King  &  Kennedy 
For  building  Bridge  over  the  Canal  race,  on  West 

Street,  as  per  contract  $328.50 

"   60  Lineal  feet  of  new  mud  sills  (the  string 
pieces  of  old  bridge  intended  to  be  used  as 
mud  sills  in  the  new,  were  found,  on  partic- 
ular examination  to  be  rotten  in  the  heart) 
at  16  cents  per  foot.  9.60 

Total      $338.10 
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I  hereby  certify  that  the  Bridge  is  finished  according  to 

plan  &  specification,  and  to  my  satisfaction,  and  that  the 
above  account  is  correct. 

Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Dec  4  1854  Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  said  account  was  allowed 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council,  that  King  & 
Kennedy  have  finished  the  Market  House,  on  South  Street, 
agreeable  to  plan  &  specification  and  to  his  satisfaction 
Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Dec  4  1854  Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  said  account  was  allowed 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  City  of  Indianapolis  Dr 
1854  To  William  Hanlin 

August 

To  4  days  of  Martin  Edwards  repairing  gutter  on 
North  Side  of  Washington  Street  between  Pennsylvania 
and  Meridian  Street,  at  $2.25  per  day  $  9.00 

To  4  days  of  James  Hanlin  repairing  ditto  at  $1.50    6.00 
1  3  loads  of  sand,  at  75  cents  pr  load  2.25 

$17.25 
I  certify  the  above  account  correct 
Indianapolis  James  Wood,  Civil  Engineer 

Dec  4  1854 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  said  bill  was  allowed 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council,  that  he 
measured  the  Cistern  at  the  corner  of  Ohio  &  East  Street, 
built  by  William  Wood,  and  found  that  it  would  hold  579 
barrels  of  water,  at  50  cents  per  barrel,  will  cost  $289.50, 
two- thirds  of  which  is  payable  when  the  Cistern  is  finished, 
and  the  other  third  when  it  is  fully  tested  and  found  to  be 
water  tight.   This  Cistern  has  not  been  built  entirely  with 
cement,  and  therefore  the  undersigned  cannot  report  it  as 
done  according  to  contract 

Indianapolis  James  Wood 

Dec  4  1854  Civil  Engineer 

Mr  Avery  moved  that  the  said  Cistern  be  received 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  Mr  Pfeifer  be  allowed  $150  on  his 
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contract  for  building  a  Cistern  in  the  4th  ward 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  bids  were  received 

Indianapolis   Dec  4  1854 
I  propose  to  gravel  round  the  Market  House  on  South  Street 
for  the  sura  of  25  cts  per  cubic  yard  if  the  gravel  is  got 
from  Alabama  Street,  or  if  it  is  to  be  hauled  from  White  River 
62  ct  oer  cubic  yard 

William  Vale 

December  3d  1354 
I  agree  to  gravel  the  South  Market  house  lot,  If  the  gravel 
has  to  come  from  the  River  I  will  get  as  good  as  I  can  for  the 
sum  of  70  cents  per  yard.   And  if  I  can  get  the  gravel  back 
of  Brownings  on  Alabama  Street  I  will  get  it  for  35  cts  per 
yard 

George  Bocock 

Indianapolis   Dec  2nd  1854 
Mr  Wood  Sir 

I  will  furnish  materials  and  do  the  pavement  in  and 
around  the  South  Market  house  for  the  sum  of  forty  five  cents 
pr  yard  and  furnish  Oak  Joice  for  curbing  three  inch  by  twelve 
inch  for  the  sum  of  five  cents  pr  foot  lineal 

C  J  Slinluff 

Indianapolis  Dec  2  1854 
To  the  President  of  the  Council 

I  will  furnish  brick  and  lay  the  same  for  the  paving  of 
South  Market  House  according  to  plan  and  specification,  as 
follows, 

Furnishing  Brick  and  laying  per  yard  47,  for  gravel  and  sand 
pr  yard  12,  by  the  superficial  yard,  curb  and  setting  pr 
foot  6 

W  Parker 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  authorized 
to  contract  with  the  lowest  bidder 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  received 

Indianapolis   Dec  4  1354 
Number  of  arrests  made  by  the  Watchmen  beginning  Nov  20th 
For  intoxication  19 

1   disturbing  the  Peace  2 

w  Public  indecency  1 

M   Fighting  2   24 

Whole  number  since  the  6th  of  November  59 

Jefferson  Springstean  v 
Captain  of  the  Watch 
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The  following  report  was  received 

Indianapolis  Police  Report  beginning  Monday  night 
Nov  6th/54  ending  Monday  morning  Dec  4.54 


1st  ward 

2nd  ward 
3d  ward 
4th  ward 
5th  ward 
6th  ward 
7th  ward 


John  Bishop 
Joseph  Colley 
John  Bisbing 
Amos  Scott 
David  Deringer 
David  Anderson 
J  W  Buckheart 
Robert  Johnson 
Jesse  Vanblaricum 
Benjamin  Solbaugh 
G-eorge  Thompson 
Wm  McClain 
Reuben  Adams 
Hubbard  Adams 


in  servec 

I  twenty  seven  Nights 

ii 

twenty  seven  Nights 

ii 

thirteen  Nights  (appointed 

n 

twenty  seven  Nights 

ii 

twenty  one  Nights 

ii 

twenty  Seven  Nights 

ii 

twenty  eight  Nights 

N 

twenty  eight  Nights 

II 

twenty  Seven  Nights 

II 

twenty  eight  Nights 

N 

twenty  eight  Nights 

u 

twenty  eight  Nights 

n 

twenty  Seven  &  \   Nights 

II 

twenty  eight  Nights 

it 

twenty  eight  Nights 

Jefferson  Springs tean 

Captain 

of  the  Watch 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
issue  warrants  to  the  watchmen  for  said  services 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  property  owners  on 
New  York  Street  between  East  &  Noble  Streets  asking  the 
Council  to  have  a  hole  in  said  Street  repaired 

On  motion  of  Mr  Keeley  said  petition  was  laid  on   the  table 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  property  holders  in  the 
7th  ward  asking  the  Council  to  have  a  Bridge  built  across 
Pogues  Run. 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  advertise  for  proposals  to  build  said  Bridge  according  to 
plan  and  specification  heretofore  made 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  petition  was  laid  on  the  table 

A  petition  was  ©resented  from  the  property  holders  on 
Louisiana  between  East  and  Noble  Streets  asking  the  Council 
to  rescind  the  order  given  to  the  Marshall  to  grade  said 
Street 

Mr  Seibert  moved  to  lay  said  petition  on  the  table 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Hon.   The  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned,  owners  of  two- thirds  of  the  property 
abutting  on  the  alley  running  North  &   South  through  Block 
No  44  respectfully  petition  your  honorable  body  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  the  said  alley  graded  and  gravelled, 
in  accordance  with  the  law  or  laws  in  force  providing  for 
making  such  improvements 

Indianapolis  Nov  30,  1854 


John  Span 

65  feet 

Wm  Sheets 

130    » 

Andrew  Wallace 

32ir   n 

W  H  Karns 

32!   " 

John  Wilkens 

195    « 

J  M  Commons 

32ir  " 

W  H  L  Noble 

32i   » 

Total  - 

520    " 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  prayer  r>f  said  petition  was 
granted  and  the  Civil  Engineer  instructed  to  advertise  for 
proposals  to  do  said  work 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
gravel  around  the  cistern  in  the  Second  ward,  at  the  crossing 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Market  Streets  under  the  direction  of 
the  Civil  Engineer 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
1Nlelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Engineer  be  authorized  to 
advertise  for  proposals  for  the  plastering  of  the  hall  of 
the  Invincible  Fire  Companies  Engine  house 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,   Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
measure  the  Cisterns  being  built  by  Mr  Scofield,  when  com- 
pleted, and  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to  issue  warrants 
therefor  according  to  contract 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
open  the  gutters  on  Pennsylvania  Street  between  Washington 
&  Maryland 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns ,  Keeley,  Maguire , 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  instructed  to 
issue  orders  to  John  Shea  to  the  amount  of  $22.75  in  lieu  of 
orders  lost  by  said  Shea,  if  on  examination  by  the  Clerk  & 
Treasurer  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  said  orders  have  not 
been  redeemed 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  have  the  em- 
bankments at  the  Bridge  across  the  canal  on  West  Street,  cut 
down,  and  also  have  the  railing  of  Bridge  across  the  canal 
on  Market  Street  repaired 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  G-raydon  moved,   That  the  Watch  Ordinance  be  taken  from 
the  table 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr  Jones  requested  the  Council  to  lease  to  him  3   feet  of 
the  School  Lot  in  the  5th  ward 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  application  of  Mr.  Jones  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  three  and  the  Trustees 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Messrs  Pitts,  Karns  &  Trucksess  were  appointed  said 
Committee 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  Ordinances  were  taken  from  the 
table  in  their  order  of  presentation,  and  on  motion  of  Mr 
Karns  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  following  ordinance 
entitled 

"An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
to  establish  a  police  force  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  sud 
prescribing  its  duties"  passed  Sept  4  1854 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,   That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Captain 
of  the  Watch  to  exercise  a  general  superintendence  over  the 
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Watchmen  of  the  City,  and  if  in  his  opinion  it  may  be  nec- 
essary, for  the  preservation  of  order,  or  the  advantage  or 
safety  of  the  City,  he  may  temporarily  call  any  watchman 
from  the  Ward  to  which  he  belongs,  to  any  other  point  in  the 
City,  the  said  Watchman  to  be  returned  to  his  own  ward  so 
soon  as  the  emergency  which  called  him  away  shall  have 
passed. 

Sec  2.  That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  said  Captain 
of  Watch  to  exercise  such  general  superintendance  as  is  pro- 
vided for  in  the  first  Section,  he  shall  be  released  from 
the  special  service  required  of  him  as  Watchman  of  a  partic- 
ular Ward,  and  his  place  shall  be  supplied  by  the  Council. 

Sec  3.  This  Ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

Was  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  .are  Messrs  Avery, Boaz, 

Co 11 ey, Dun lap, Go wan, Jones, Karns,Keeley ,  &  Pitts  9 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  G-raydon,Maguire, Nelson,  Seibert  & 

Trucksess  -  5 

And  in  pursuance  of  said  motion  to  take  the  ordinances 
from  the  table  the  following  ordinance  was  taken  in  order 
there  from. 

HAn  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  theatres,  shows  &cM  passed  Nov  7  1351 

Sec  1.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  That  on  the  payment  of     dollars  into 
the  City  Treasury,  the  proprietors  of  the  Columbian  Hall,  the 
Masonic  Hall,  or  the  Washington  Hall,  shall  have  permission 
to  rent  their  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  holding  exhibitions 
free  of  any  charge  of  license  to  the  managers  of  the  perform- 
ances for  the  term  of  one  year,  provided  however,  That  this 
permission  may  be  revoked  in  the  manner  pointed  out,  and  for 
the  causes  mentioned  in  the  fifth  Section  of  the  Ordinance 
to  which  this  is  an  Amendment. 

Sec  2  This  Ordinance  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Mr  Dunlap  moved,  That  the  blank  be  filled  with  "Seventy  five" 

Mr  Seibert  moved,  That  the  blank  be  filled  with  "one  hun- 
dred and  fifty 

Mr  Avery  moved  That  the  blank  be  filled  with  "three  hundred 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  blank  be  filled  with  "two  hundred 
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and  the  question  being  on  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with 
"three  hundred" 

Said  motion  did  not  prevail. 

And  the  vote  oeing  taken  on  the  motion  to  fill  said  blank 
with  " two  hundred"  said  motion  prevailed  on  a  rising  vote, 
eight  members  voting  in  the  Affirmative  and  five  in  the 
Negative,  and  said  Ordinance  as  amended  was  ordained  by  the 
following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
Dunlap,  Gray don,  Jones,  Karns ,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess     12 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  &  G-owan 

Mr  G-raydon  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  on  Washington  Street 
between  Tennessee  Street  and  the  Canal 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  G-raydon  presented  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  lighting  the  City" 

On  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  with 
instructions  to  amend  said  ordinance  so  as  to  have  property 
holders  erect  posts  &  lamps 

On  motion  of  Mr  Avery  John  Bishop  was  removed  from  the 
office  of  Watchmen  and.  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  two  watchmen  for  the  1st  ward 

Wm  J  H  Robinson  and  Joseph  Colley  were  elected  watchmen 
for  the  first  ward 

Mr  Pitts  presented  an  Ordinance  to  increase  the  pay  of 
Watchmen  to  two  dollars 

Mr  Karns  moved  to  lay  said  Ordinance  on  the  table  which 
motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap, 
G-raydon,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Seibert     7 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley,  Gowan,  Jones, 
Keeley,  Pitts,  Truxsess  &  the  Mayor     8 

Mr       moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  requiring 
the  concurrence  of  three  fourths  of  the  members,  necessary 
to  the  passage  of  an  ordinance  upon  the  day  of  presentation 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr  Keeley  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  contract  for  the  painting  of  the  Invincible  Engine  house 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 
below  * 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Council  adjourn  until  Monday 
evening  next 

Mr  Nelson  moved,  to  amend  by  saying,  the  third  Monday  of 
December 

Which  amendment  did  not  prevail,  and  the  Council  adjourned 
until  Monday  evening  next 

*  Resolved,   That  a  select  Committee  be  appointed  con- 
sisting of  Messrs  Nelson,  Karns  &  Avery,  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  erecting  as  many  Station  Houses  as  may  be 
necessary  to  accommodate  the  City,  and  that  they  report 
whether  in  their  opinion  such  station  houses  should  be  erected 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray  don,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
December  11th  1854 

The  Council  met  at  6^-  O'clock  P.M.  Present  all  the  mem- 
bers except  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr.  Pitts  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 
The  following  report  was  presented 
Mr.  President 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  relation  to  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  School  fund  belonging  to  the  City,  have  examined 
the  law,  and  find  that  by  the  4th  Section  of  "theact  to  pro- 
vide for  a  general  and  uniform  system  of  Common  School"  each 
civil  township  in  the  State  is  declared  a  township  for  School 
purposes,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  townships  are  declared 
to  be  trustees  also  for  School  purposes.  By  other  Sections 
of  the  law  these  trustees  are  given  the  charge  of  all  school 
houses  and  all  things  pertaining  to  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  the  township.  By  the  same  law  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  township  treasurer  (who  by  this  act  is  made  Treasur- 
er also  for  school  purposes)  to  receive  all  moneys  belonging 
to  the  township  and  pay  it  out  according  to  the  orders  of 
such  Board.  By  the  32nd  Section  of  the  same  act  it  is  pro- 
vided that  "incorporated  cities  and  towns  shall  constitute 
School  corporations  independent  of  the  townships  in  which 
they  shall  be  situated,  and  shall  by  trustees  election  by 
the  people,  or  by  officers  appointed  by  the  corporation,  per- 
form all  the  duties  required  of  township  trustees"  The  Com- 
mittee are  there  fore  of  the  opinion  that  the  disbursement 
of  the  School  fund  of  the  City  is  under  the  exclusive  control 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  elected  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
purpose  of  superintending  the  school  interests  of  the  City, 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  pay  out  the  funds 
only  on  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  It  is  proper 
however,  in  Justice  to  the  Council,  to  state  that  in  several 
cases  in  which  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  in  mat- 
ters within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Trustees  it  was  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Board,  or  of  some  of  the  members,  and  that  so 
far  from  desiring  to  exercise  authority  as  to  matters  con- 
fided to  the  Trustees,  it  was  done  at  their  own  solicitation. 
The  Committee  are  not  called  upon  to  express  any  opinion  as 
to  the  power  of  the  Trustees  to  purchase  or  sell  Lots  or  other 
Real  Estate  or  to  remodel  the  ward  school  system,  without  the 
authority  of  the  Common  Council,  this  report  having  reference 
merely  to  the  disbursement  of  the  School  fund. 

Respectfully  Submitted 
D.Maguire 
L . Dunlap 
G.W.Pitts 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunlap  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Mr  Maguire  presented  the  following  report 

Mr  President,  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  Ordinance  to  provide  for  lighting  the  City, 
with  instructions  to  so  amend  it  as  to  provide  that  when 
property  holders  in  any  Square  shall  erect  Lamp  posts  the 
City  shall  take  charge  of  them  and  pay  the  expense  of  light- 
ing the  lamps  &c,  present  the  following  Ordinance  as  a 
substitute  Vi?. : 

"An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  lighting  the  City. 

Sec  1.   3e  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis:   That  whenever  the  property  holder  or  holders 
or  a  square  or  part  of  a  square  in  any  part  of  the  City,  shall 
put  up  Street  lamp  posts  and  furnish  the  same  with  lamps,  pipes, 
and  all  the  necessary  fixtures  to  fit  the  same  complete  to 
burn  gas,  the  City  Council  hereby  agree,  on  proper  application 
to  the  City  Engineer,  to  adopt  said  Lamp  posts  as  City  property, 
and  thereafter  to  be  at  all  proper  and  necessary  expense  to 
furnish  said  Street  Lamp  posts  with  gas,  light,  extinguish, 
renew  and  keep  the  same  in  good  repair:  provided,  no  lamp  po6t 
shall  be  furnished  with  gas,  at  City  expense,  unless  the  same 
in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer  has  been  located  at  the 
proper  point  on  the  Side  walk,  and  in  other  respects  made  to 
correspond  with  the  posts  and  lamps  now  put  up,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  put  up,  under  City  Authority 

Sec  2.   That  the  posts  and  lamps  already  erected,  under 
the  direction  of  the  City  Engineer,  and  which  has  been  paid 
for  by  the  property  holders  of  the  proper  square  where 
located,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  ordinance, 
and  the  cost  of  furnishing  gas,  and  lighting  the  lamps  here- 
tofore in  said  City  (except  those  erected  for  private  purposes 
and  not  under  the  provisions  of  any  Ordinance  adopted  by  the 
Common  Council)  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  payers 
thereof  on  the  tax  duplicate  on  the  presentation  to  the 
Common  Council  of  a  certified  statement  from  the  City  Treas- 
urer that  the  same  has  been  so  paid 

Sec  3.   The  Civil  Engineer  shall  annually  in  the  month 
oi   December  make  a  contract  with  the  G-as  Light  &  Coke  Company 
to  furnish  the  City  Street  lamps  with  gas,  and  also  for 
cleaning,  lighting,  extinguishing  and  keeping  the  same  in 
repair  for  the  ensuing  year:  or  he  may  in  his  discretion 
contract  for  cleaning,  lighting,  extinguishing  and  keeping 
said  posts  and  lamps  in  repair  with  some  other  company  or 
person  -  reserving,  in  either  case,  the  right  to  the  City  to 
light  and  extinguish  the  lamps  t-hrough  the  night  watch,  if 
thought  expedient,  a  copy  or  the  substance  of  which  contract 
or  contracts,  the  Civil  Engineer  shall  lay  before  the  City 
Council  for  examination  and  confirmation  at  the  first  or  some 
subsequent  meeting  in  January 
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Sec  4.   The  expense  for  gas,  repairs,  cleaning,  lighting 
and  extinguishing  the  City  Street  lamps,  as  contemplated  ir 
the  foregoing  Sections,  shall  be  paid  quarterly  at  the  regular 
time  of  payment  of  Salaries  to  City  officers  '  " 

2ec^'  The  Civil  EnSineer  shall  report  to  the  Council 
from  month  to  month  the  number  and  location  of  Street  lamps 
set  up  and  accepted  under  the  Ordinance 

Sec  6.   That  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  in  lure  the 
posts  lamps  or  fixtures  belonging  thereto,  or  who  shall  mis- 
chievously turn  on  the  gas  or  shut  the  same  off,  shall  on 
conviction  be  fined  in  any  sura  not  exceeding  five  dollars 
ana  moreover  be  liable  to  pay  twice  the  amount  of  the  injury 
cone  u  J 

on«fne?  V.   All  ordinances,  and  parts  of  Ordinances  coming  in 
conflict  with  this  ordinance  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereV 
repealed:   Provided  however,   That  their  repeal  shall  not 
aifect  any  liability  incurred  under  said  Ordinance  for  the 
erection  of  lamp  posts  or  for  the  exoense  of  lighting 
extinguishing,  and  cleaning  the  lamps. 

Sec  8.   This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  alter  its  publication 

On  motion  of  Mr  Sraydon  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  said 
Ordnance  was  ordained  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery 
3oaz  Colley,  Dunlap,  {Jraydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  i?one 

Messrs  Karns,  Avery  and  Nelson  from  a  select  Committee 
reported  the  cost  of  a  Station  house  to  be      $20.43^ 

On  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table 

A  communication  was  presented  from  Mr  Underbill  in  refer- 
ence to  obstructions  in  Pennsylvania  Street 

On  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr  Colley  offered  a  resolution  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Captain  of  the  Watch  to  a  house  of  bad  repute  in  the 
North  east  part  of  the  City 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  it  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

Christian  Steinmeyer  for  hanging  bell  on  the  Invincible 
Engine  house  a^-,  ?5 

C  W  Furgason  for  blank  Tax  duplicate  ^lo!50 

22!  25 
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on  motion  the  accounts  of  Mr  Turner  and  Mr  Merrill  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  accounts 

A  communication  was  presented  from  the  Fire  Association 
requesting  the  Council  to  have  a  map  of  the  City  with  the 
locations  of  the  Cisterns  marked,  placed  in  Engine  house  in 
the  City 

On  motion  of  Mr  G-raydon  it  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  contract  was  presented  for  confirmation? 

This  agreement  made  by  and  between  the  Common  Council 
of  Indianapolis  and  William  H  Jones  witnesseth  that  the  said 
Common  Council  have  leased  to  said  Jones  a  strip  off  the 
North  West  corner  of  Lot  No  4  in  Square  Seventy  two  in  the 
City  of  Indianapolis  being  3§  feet  on  Maryland  Street  and 
running  back  thirty  six  feet  the  said  width  of  5h   feet  for 
the  sura  of  two  dollars  per  year  payable  in  advance,  And  the 
said  Jones  agrees  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  two  dollars  per 
year  punctually  in  advance,  and  the  said  Jones  further  agrees 
to  deliver  up  the  possession  thereof  to  said  Council  at  the 
expiration  of  any  year  on  receiving  ten  days  previous  notice. 
In  witness  whereof  the  saia  parties  have  hereto  set  their 
hands  this  11th  day  of  December  A  D  1854 

G-eorge  W  Pitts 

John  Trucksess 

Wm  H  Karns 

W  H  Jones 

And  said  contract  was  confirmed  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Colley, 
G-raydon,  Gowan,  Karns,  Keeley,  Pitts  &  Trucksess     7 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  Dunlap,  &  Nelson  4 

Mr  Keely  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  in  making  a 
contract  for  plastering  the  Invincible  Engine  house  also  have 
the  window  sills  fixed  and  the  Hall  prepared  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  plastering 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  G-owan  moved  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed 
to  repair  the  embankments  at  the  ends  of  the  foot  bridge 
across  the  canal  on  the  North  side  of  Washington  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
Indianapolis   Dec  13  1854 

The  Council  met  at  6-|  0  "clock  P  M.   ^resent  all  the  members 
except  Mr  Maguire 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  Cistern  on  East  Street  since  filled,  sunk  one 
foot  at  Durhams  corner.   The  Cistern  on  Illinois  Street 
stands  full  at  Blakes  corner 

Wm  Hughey 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

R  Weeks  for  labor  $  9.50 

Micheel  Curran  for  Labor  7.00 

William  Luney  for  Labor  12.50 

John  Donahue  for  Labor  6.50 

Patrick  Sullivan  for  Labor  11.00 

Dawson  Walker  for  Labor  2  00 

J  McGinnis  for  Labor  2.50 

J  Hoffener  .  for  Labor  20.00 

John  Harlen  for  Labor  5.00 

Samuel  Murphy  for  Labor  7.50 

Francis  Pigg  for  Labor  10.00 

John  Pigg  for  Labor  7.50 

G-eorge  Boatman  for  Labor  5.50 

Hiram  Lewis  for  Labor  25.00  $131.50 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  City  of  Indianapolis  Dr 
1354  To  King  &  Kennedy 

Dec  For  erecting  posts  and  railing  on  Bridge  over  the  Canal 
on  Ohio  Street  $15.00 

This  certifies  that  the  work  has  been  done  according  to 
contract  and  to  my  satisfaction,  and  that  the  above  account 
is  correct 
Indianapolis  December  18,  1854     James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  said  account  was  allowed 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  amount  of  an  Estimate  of 
work  done  on  Washington  Street  between  Tennessee  Street  and 
the  Canal  to  be   $449.95 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets  &  Alleys,  the  City  Clerk  and  the  Civil 
Engineer. 

The  following  bid  was  reported. 
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Indianapolis  Dec  9th  1854 
Mr  Wood,  Sir  I  will  plaster  the  hall  of  the  Invincible 
Fire  Company  No  2  at  this  rate: 

On  Brick  work,  20  cts  per  yd,  on  lath  work  25  cts  pr  yd 

Yours  with  respect 
Ira  T.  Bigelow 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed 
to  make  a  contract  for  plastering  said  Hall  on  the  best  terms 
possible 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  bid  of  Messrs  Button  & 
Fisher  to  paint  the  Invincible  Engine  wouse  on  the  following 
terms,  two  coats  for  $34.00  or  three  coats  for  $46.50 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed 
to  make  a  contract  for  painting  said  house,  on  the  best  terms 
possible 

The  following  bid  was  presented 

Mr  Wood,   Sir  I  hereby  propose  to  grade  the  alley 
running  North  and  South  through  Square  44,  for  25  cents  per 
cubic  yard,  and  also  to  gravel  said  alley  for  65  cents  per 
Cubic  yard,  agreeable  to  the  Specifications 
Indianapolis  Dec  13,  1854 

Robert  Harbison 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  contract  was  awarded  to  Mr 
Harbison 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  a  bid  from  Mr  Scofield  for 
making  a  Cistern  at  the  Union  Depot. 

On  motion  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  was  given  further 
time. 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports,  that  John  Bisbing 
watchman  of  the  2nd  ward  has  been  guilty  of  gross  neglect  of 
duty,  -  by  being  off  duty  on  the  night  of  the  15th  December 
from  9  O'clock  until  one,  and  also  upon  two  other  occasions 
he  has  been  guilty  of  like  gross  neglect,  as  I  verily  believe 
Dec  18,  1854  Jefferson  Springstean 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  John  Bisbing  be  removed  from  the 
office  of  Watchman  of  the  2nd  ward 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  from  the  Committee  on  accounts  reported  the 
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following  accounts  and  on  motion  the  said  accounts  were 
allowed 

John  E  Foudry  For  boarding  Female  prisoners        $20.80 
Turner  &   Co     ■   Brick  28.60 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  a  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  City  Hospital  ask  leave  to  report, 
that  they  have  negotiated  and  purchased  of  James  S  Attion  and 
Thos  B  Elliott  part  of  Out  Block  number  one  hundred  and  fifty 
eight  (No  158)  -  containing  eight  acres  and  61/100  at  the 
rate  of  Five  hundred  dollars  per  acre  -  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  Four  thousand  three  hundred  and  five  dollars  -  upon  the 
following  conditions,  one  fourth  in  the  month  of  January 
1855,  and  the  balance  in  three  equal  Semi-annual  payments, 
a  good  and  clear  title  is  to  be  made  to  the  City  on  the  first 
payment  in  January,  to  be  approved  by  the  City  Attorney  - 
All  of  which  the  Committee  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  Council 
Indianapolis  Dec  18,  1854 

L  Dunlap 
John  L  Avery 
Henry  H  Nelson 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Captain  of  the  Watch  be  authorized 
to  adopt  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  observence  of  its 
members  as  he  may  deem  just  and  proper,  to  carry  out  the 
objects  for  which  they  were  appointed 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Karns,  Keeley,  &  Seibert     7 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Boaz,  Gowan,  Jones,  Pitts  & 
Trucks ess.     5 

A  communication  was  presented  from  the  President  of  the 
Union  Railway  Company  asking  the  C0uncil  to  take  measures 
to  prevent  annoyance  to  passengers  occasioned  by  Hotel 
Runners  and  Hack  Drivers 


Mr  Colley  moved  That  said  commun 

ication 

be 

referred 

to 

the  Judiciary 

Committee  and 

with 

or 

without 

a 

conference 

►  with 

the  Rail  Road 

officers,  to  report  an 

Ordinance 

relative 

to 

the  Subject 

Which  motion  prevailed 

A  petition 

was  presented 

from 

numerous  citizens  asking 
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the  Council  to  pass  some  effective  ordinance  against  the 
keeping  for  hire  or  pay  of  any  and  all  tables,  alleys, 
machines,  or  other  devices  for  sports  or  games  within  the  City 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  said  petition  be  refered  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  and  the  City  Attorney  with  instructions 
to  report  an  Ordinance  in  compliance  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petition 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  said  motion  by  adding  "if  in  their 
opinion  it  is  contrary  to  law. 

Which  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  motion  so  amended 
prevailed 

Mr  G-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  directed 
to  inform  the  contractor  of  Odd  Fellows  Hall  to  have  the  open- 
ings on  the  side  walk  at  said  Hall  on  Penna  St  closed  or  other- 
wise secured  as  will  prevent  accidents  to  persons  passing 
thereby 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns ,  Keeley,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

On  motion  of  Mr  Boaz,  the  Street  Commissioner  was  instruct- 
ed to  have  the  Bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on  Pennsylvania 
Street  repaired 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Watchman  for  the  2nd  ward 

Francis  H  Wright  was  elected  Night  Watchman  of  the  2nd 
ward 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Ordinance  increasing  the  pay  of 
Watchman  be  taken  from  the  table 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  G-raydon  moved  to  amend  said  Ordinance  by  striking  out 
"two  dollars"  and  insert  "one  dollar  and  seventy  five  cents" 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr  Seibert  moved  that  said  Ordinance  be  laid  on  the  table 
until  next  meeting 

Which  motion  prevailed  on  a  rising  vote,  the  Mayor  casting 
his  vote  in  the  Affirmative 
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On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  City  Clerk  was  instructed  to  draw 
a  warrant  in  favor  of  the  Hook  &  Ladder  for  #15  the  amount 
received  by  the  City  from  the  sale  of  a  wagon  belonging  to 
said  Company 

Mr  Shortrige  asked  the  C0uncil  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
the  following  question.   Has  a  person  a  right  to  claim  part- 
nership property,  sufficient  above  his  private  property,  to 
make  up  the  amount,  exempted  by  law,  from  taxation 

On  motion  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  City  Attorney 

On  motion  Mr  Hull  was  allowed  $1.62  on  account  of  a  hog 
sold  by  the  Marshall  belonging  to  said  Hull 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  resolution  regulating  the  meet- 
ings of  the  C0uncil  were  suspended  and  on  motion  of  Mr  Colley 
the  C0uncil  adjourned  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  January 
1855 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 


429 


Common  Council  Chamber 
January  2nd  185b 

The  Council  met  at  half  past  Six  o'clock  P  M.   Present 
the  Mayor  and  all  the  members 

The  Treasurers  monthly  report  was  presented  and  on  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  for  examination 

The  following  report  was  received 

1354.  General  Fund 

Sep  30.  Amount  of  warrants  issued  over  cash  in 

Treasury  $  5084.55 

Dec  31  Amount  of  warrants  issued  from  Sep  30 

to  Dec  31  9892.61 

$14£77.16 

Reed  from  Tax  Duplicate  license  &  c  to 

Dec  31  3561  00 

Bal  of  warrants  to  date  over  cash  in 

Treasury 


$11416.16 

School  Fund 

Sep  30  Amount  in  Treasury  Subject  to  warrant  $  1683.41 

Dec  31  Received  from  Duplicate  2150  00 

$  3813  41 
Dec  31  Amount  of  warrants  issued  from  Sep  30 

to  Dec  31  __   1372.51 

Bal  in  Treasury  Subject  to  warrant  IF  1941.11 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 

The  Street  Commissioner  reported  the  following  Cistern5  in 
bad  order.   One  at  the  corner  of  Meridian  &  Ohio  Streets,  one 
at  the  corner  of  Washington  &  Penna  Streets,  one  at  the 
corner  of  Market  &  Penna  Streets,  and  one  at  the  corner  of 
Ohio  &  East  Streets 

On  motion,  Said  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Cisterns 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Indianapolis  Jany  2  1854 
Police  report  beginning  Monday  evening  Dec  4th/54,  ending 
Sunday  Morning  Dec  30th/54 

Jefferson  Springstean  Served  twenty  seven  days 

Joseph  Colley  Served  twenty  five  days 

Wm  Robinson  Served  twenty  seven  days 

John  Bishop  Served  two  days,  (one  in  December 

which  was  not  entered  in  last  report 
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John  Bisbing 
Francis  Wright 
Amos  Scott 
David  Derringer 
David  Anderson 
J  W  Buckhart 
Robert  Johnson 
Jessee  Vanblaricum 
Benjamin  Sobaugh 
Wm  McClain 
George  Thompson 
Rewben  Adams 
Hubbard  Adams 


Served 

twelve 

days   (expelled 

Served 

thirteen  days 

Served 

twenty 

three  days 

Served 

twenty 

eight  days 

Served 

twenty 

eight  days 

Served 

twenty 

eight  days 

Served 

twenty 

eight  days 

Served 

twenty 

six  days 

Served 

twenty 

eight  days 

Served 

twenty 

eight  days 

Served 

twenty 

eight  days 

Served 

twenty 

five  and  a  half 

Served 

twenty 

eight  days 

days 


Number  of  arrests  made  by  the  Policemen  beginning  Monday 
evening  Dec  4th/54 

For  intoxication,  males  78 
Disturbing  the  Peace  4 

Associating  with  prostitutes        4 

Females  for  intoxication  2 

Whole  number  88 

Jefferson  Springsteen 
Captain  of  the  Watch 

On  motion  the  City  Clerk  was  instructed  to  issue  warrants 
to  the  Watchman  for  their  Services 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 


John  Whiting  for  digging  wells 

Wm  G-  Wright  for  pumps 

Holeman  Carle  for  Labor 

Cleveland  Coal  Company,  Coal  for  Bucket 

Company 

Indianapolis  Coal  Company  Coal  for  Council 

Chamber 

Chas  Neighbors  for  removing  dogs 

Wm  S  Hubbard  for  Rent  of  Relief  Engine 

house 

John  D  Defrees  for  printing 

James  W  Buckhart  removing  dogs 

Edwards  &  Cope land  for  building  Cupola  on 

Western  Liberty  Engine  house 


I  15.72-ir 
11.50' 
13.50 

2.80 

10.50 
1.75 

20.00 

15.50 

1.75 

136.25   $229.27 


The  account  of  Wm  Stewart  was  referred  to  the  City 
Attorney 

The  account  of  Messrs  Jones  &  Glazier  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  consisting  of  Messrs  Karns  Nelson  & 
Go  wan 


On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
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issue  a  warrant  for  forty  five  to  John  S  Dunlap  for  rent  of 
the  Council  Chamber;  provided  saic  account  is  correct 

The  following  report  was  receive 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  Council,  that 
no  Lamps  have  been  erected   ander  the  Ordinance,  ordained  and 
established  the  11th  day  of  December  A  D  1854.   The  undersigned 
would  state  to  the  Council,  that  twelve  public  lamps  have  been 
erected  under  former  ordinances,  three  on  the  North  side  of 
Washington  Street,  between  Meridian  and  Pennsylvania,  Six  on 
Washington  Street,  between  Tennesse  and  Illinois,  and  three 
on  the  West  Side  of  Pennsylvania  Street,  between  Market  and 
Ohio.   As  said  public  lamps  have  not  all  been  paid  for  by 
the  property  holders  on  said  Squares,  it  will  be  a  matter  for 
the  Council  to  consider,  whether  the  property  holders  are 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  Ordinance,  in  relation  to 
lighting  the  City,  ordained  and  established,  the  11th  day  of 
December  A  D  1852 
Indianapolis  Jany  2  1855         James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

The  Civil  Engineer  presented  a  contract  for  lighting  the 
Street  lamps,  between  the  City  of  Indianapolis  &  the  G-as 
&  Coke  Company 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  it  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  City  of  Indianapolis  Dr 
1854  To  William  S  Saltmarsh 

Dec  25.   To  caseing  the  windows  in  the  hall  of  the  Invincible 
Engine  House  with  jamb  and  inside  casing  plain  pilaster 
finish  6  inches  wide,  putting  down  a  base  six  inches,  leaded, 
casing  the  door  at  foot  of  stairway  &  headway  on  stair, 
skirting  on  stair,  and  casing  the  cupola  opening,  and  making 
door  for  the  same,  as  per  contract  $30.00 

Indianapolis  Jany  2,  1855  This  certifies  that  the  above  is 
correct 

James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

A  report  was  presented  from  the  Fire  Engineer,  stating 
that  the  Engines  are  in  good  order;  and  recommending  the 
purchase  of  hose  for  the  Marion  &  Relief  Engines. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  that  part  of  said  report  relating 
to  the  purchase  of  hose  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department 

The  following  report  was  presented  and  on  Motion  of  Mr 
Maguire  was  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  Minutes 
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To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, 
Sec  3  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  encouragement 
of  Fire  Companies"  declares,  that  the  real  and  personal 
property,  and  the  poll  of  active  fireman  of  regularly  organized 
fire  Companies,  who  shall  have  done  the  duty  of  fireman  for 
one  year  preceeding  the  time  of  listing,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  pay- 
ment of  City  or  corporation  taxes,  IRS  1852  Vol  1  p  298. 
This  statute  creates  a  personal  exemption  in  favor  of  the 
persons  therein  described,  and  their  property.   The  under- 
signed is  of  opinion  that  it  applies  only  to  property  owned 
by  them  individually,  and  not  to  partnership  property  or 
funds,  or  to  the  interest  of  the  individual  in  partnership 
property  or  effects,  and  therefore,  that  a  fireman  who  does 
not  own  property  real  and  personal  in  his  own  right  to  the 
amount  of  five  hundred  dollars,  is  not  entitled  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  by  taking  into  account  any  interest  which  he 
has  in  property  or  effects  belonging  to  a  partnership  or 
firm  of  which  he  is  a  member 

N  B  Taylor 

City  Attorney 

Mr  Maguire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the 
following  Ordinance 

"An  Ordinance  for  the  protection  of  Travellers,  and  the 
preservation  of  public  order  at  the  Union  Depot. 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  hy   the  C0mmon  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis:   That  the  Superintendant  of  the  Union  Rail- 
way Company  shall  provide  in  their  building  a  suitable 
position  to  be  occupied  by  Porters  of  Hotels  in  the  City,  and 
each  of  said  Hotels  that  may  furnish  a  sign  or  placard  of  the 
size  and  form  prescribed  by  said  Superintendant  shall  be  en- 
titled to  place  a  Porter  of  said  Hotel  in  the  said  building, 
under  and  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  thereof. 
Said  Porters  shall  wear  badges  designating  the  Houses  they 
respectively  represent,  and  while  in  the  building,  or  the 
Streets  adjacent  thereto,  shall  not  engage  in  soliciting 
passengers  in  any  manner  nor  interfering  with  them,  nor  in  any 
calls  of  their  respective  Houses,  but  shall  receive  baggage 
checks,  and  the  baggage  for  which  such  checks  may  call,  and 
remove  the  same  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner. 

Sec  2.   The  Omnibuses,  or  carriages  running  in  connection 
with  the  several  public  houses,  shall  be  under  the  direction 
and  control  of  the  Superintendant  of  the  Union  Railway  Company 
while  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  Depot  building.   They  shall 
be  numbered  by  said  Superintendant,  and  places  allotted  to 
each  according  to  their  said  numbers.   Each  of  said  Omnibuses 
or  carriages  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  Driver,  and  the  Porter 
of  the  House,  and  by  no  other  servant  or  employee.   The 
Driver  shall  not  engage  in  soliciting  passangers,  or  calling 
names  of  House,  nor  in  any  manner  interfering  with  such 
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passengers, further  than  civilly  answering  any  interrogations 
that  may  be  put  to  him.   All  Omnibuses  for  general  accommodation 
to  various  parts  of  the  City,  shall  be  under  and  subject  to 
the  foregoing  regulations  and  provisions 

Sec  3.   The  Union  Railway  Company  shall  provide  a  suitable 
person  or  persons  at  their  doors,  or  on  the  platforms  to  direct 
passengers  to  the  Omnibuses  of  the  public  Houses  which  said 
passengers  may  designate,  or  to  accommodation  Omnibuses  for 
other  parts  of  the  City,  stating  the  number  and  position  of 
said  Omnibus,  so  they  can  be  readily  found 
Said  person  or  persons  shall  not  interfere  in  any  way  as 
between  public  Houses  in  directing  passengers  to  any  particular 
one,  but  shall  simply  designate  such  as  may  be  named  by  such 
passengers  themselves.   And  the  said  Railway  Company  shall 
keep  the  front  of  their  building  sufficiently  lighted  at 
night,  so  that  the  numbers  and  positions  of  said  Omnibuses 
can  be  easily  ascertained 

Sec  4.   All  private  carriages  and  Hacks  for  the  accom- 
modation of  passengers  shall  be  in  like  manner  under  the 
control  of  the  Super in tendant  and  shall  occupy  the  positions 
assigned  them  fronting  the  Depot.   The  Drivers  shall  remain 
with  their  Carriages,  and  whenever  a  private  carriage  shall 
be  required  by  any  passenger,  the  necessary  directions  shali 
be  given  him  by  the  employee  of  the  Railway  Company 

Sec  5.   The  running  for  and  solicitations  of  passengers 
for  Public  Houses,  at  and  about  said  Union  Depot,  either  by 
interference  with  them,  solicitations,  or  imoortunities,  or 
by  calls  of  the  names  of  said  Houses,  in  the  public  Streets, 
is  declared  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  a  disturbance  of  the  Public 
peace;  And  any  person  or  persons  engaging  in  or  being  guilty 
of  the  same,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor, 
be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  twenty 
dollars  and  costs  of  prosecution,  and  may  be  imprisoned  in 
the  County  jail  until  such  fines  and  costs  are  paid 

Sec  6.   Any  Driver  of  any  Omnibus,  carriage  or  Hack 
who  shall  violate  any  provision  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  in 
like  manner  be  liable,  upon  conviction  thereof,  to  fine  and 
imprisonment  as  above  provided 

Sec  7.   Parents  and  Guardians  of  any  minor  or  minors 
shall  be  liable  for  any  fine  imposed  upon  such  minor  or 
minors  for  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  Ordi- 
nance, and  any  person  who  shall  employ  any  runner  or  solic- 
itor of  passengers  in  violation  of  this  Ordinance,  whether 
minors  or  not,  shall  in  like  manner  be  liable  for  fines  so 
imposed 

Sec  8.   The  Marshall  at  the  Union  Depot,  or  any  police 
officer  of  the  City  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
arrest  any  person  or  persons  offending  against  the   provisions 
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of  this  Ordinance,  upon  view  of  the  transgression,  and  take 
him  or  them  before  the  Mayor  for  examination;  or  may  prefer 
complaints  before  the  Mayor,  and  cause  such  person  or  oersons 
to  be  arrested  and  submitted  to  examination  as  aforesaid 

Sec  9.   The  said  Marshall  at  the  Union  Depot  is  hereby 
required  and  empowered  to  preserve  order,  and  protect  from 
impertinent  interference  or  annoyance  passengers  arriving  at 
said  Union  Depot.   Ke  shall  keep  the  passages  of  egress  from 
said  building,  and  to  the  public  conveyances  free  from  runners, 
or  persons  disposed  to  interfere  with  such  passengers;  and 
any  person  who  shall  forcibly  interrupt  or  interfere  with  him 
in  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duty,  shall  on  conviction 
thereof  before  the  Mayor,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than 
five,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars 

Sec  10.   The  police  force  of  the  City,  in  addition  to 
said  Marshall  is  hereby  charged  with  the  observance  of  this 
Ordinance,  and  the  enforcement  of  its  provisions 

Sec  11.   This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  publication 

Mr  Maguire  moved  to  strike  from  the  5th  Section  the 
following  words.   "And  may  be  imprisoned  in  the  County  Jail 
until  such  fines  an  costs  are  paid.   And  also  to  strike  from 
the  6th  Section  the  following  words  "to  fine  and  imprisonment 
as  above  provided"  and  insert  "to  the  same  penalties  as 
prescribed  in  the  preceeding  Section". 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  on  motion  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended and  said  Ordinance  as  amended  was  adopted  by  the 
following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray  don,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Maguire  presented  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
Amending  An  Ordinance  authorizing  the  Evansville,  Indianapolis 
and  Cleveland  Straight  line  Railroad  Company  to  construct  a 
track  through  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  and  prescribing  the 
terms  thereof,  passed  July  11th  1853 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  it  was  passed  to  a  third  reading 
and  laid  upon  the  table  until  next  meeting 

Mr  Maguire  presented  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
prohibiting  the  keeping  or  maintaining  of  houses,  rooms, 
buildings  or  enclosures,  constructed  or  used  for  playing 
therein  at  certain  games,  and  for  other  purposes 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  said  Ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table 
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Mr  Dunlap  presented  the  following  Ordinance 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis, 

Sec  1.   That  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance  relative 
to  dogs  running  at  large  in  the  City"  passed  October  25th  1354, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  the  rules  were  suspended  and  said 
Ordinance  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Pitts  moved  that  the  Ordinance  increasing  the  pay  of 
Watchmen  be  taken  from  the  table 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley 
Gowan  &  Pitts     4 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Jones, 
Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  &  Trucksess     9 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  Daniel  Foust  be  appointed  a  police 
man  at  the  Union  Depot 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  City  Attorney  was  authorized  to 
bring  suit  against  A  E  Jones  for  the  amount  of  the  estimate 
against  him  of  work  done  on  New  York  Street  by  Mr  Harbison 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  lay  before  the 
Council  at  the  1st  regular  meeting  in  every  month  a  detailed 
account  of  the  arrests  made  by  the  City  Watch,  the  Marshall 
and  his  deputies  the  names  of  the  individuals  arrested,  and 
the  amount  of  fines  thereby  collected 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keely, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Keeley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  requested  to 
gravel  the  East  Side  walk  on  New  Jersey  Street  from  Washing- 
ton Street  to  the  Invincible  Engine  house  under  the  direction 
of  the  Civil  Engineer 
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Not  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley  &  Keeley     4 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,  C-raydon,  Go  wan,  Jones, 
Karns,  Nelson  &  Pitts     7 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Assessor  be  instructed  to  procure 
books  and  papers  suitable  for  taking  the  Assessment  for  the 
present  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  following  words  were  added  "And 
that  he  proceed  to  make  the  assessment 

And  said  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley  Maguire, 
Pitts  &  Trucksess     11 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  &  Nelson     2 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  Mr  Harbison  be  allowed  one  hundred 
dollars  on  his  contract  for  graveling  around  the  East 
Market  house 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to 
continue  the  gutter  on  Mississipi  Street  across  New  York 
Street,  and  that  he  contract  for  building  a  foot  bridge  on 
Indiana  Avenue 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  agreement  was  presented 

This  memorandum  of  agreement  made  this  15th  day  of 
December  A  D  1854  Witnesseth,   That  William  S  Hubbard  has 
leased  to  the  City  of  Indianapolis  for  the  terms  of  two  years, 
the  property  of  said  Hubbard  in  said  City  now  occupied  by 
the  Relief  Fire  Company  upon  the  following  terms;   Said 
Hubbard  agrees  to  put  in  good  repair  the  ceiling  of  the  upper 
room  of  said  house;  and  the  City  is  to  pay  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars  per  year,  in  quarterly  payments,  but  should 
said  house  be  burned  down,  then  this  lease  shall  be  deter- 
mined 

Wm  S  Hubbard 

On  motion  said  agreement  was  confirmed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  City  Marshall  was  Instructed  to 
notify  Levi  Comegys  to  clear  up  the  City  Lot  in  Square  37 
and  surrender  the  possession  thereof 

Mr  Colley  moved  that  the  Council  adjourn  until  Monday  even- 
ing next 
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Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr  Pitts  moved  that  the  City  Attorney  be  instructed  to 
report  whether  in  his  opinion  Negroes  compelled  to  pay 
School  Tax? 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
January  15th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  half  past  6  O^lock  P  M.   Present, 
the  Mayor  and  all  the  Councilmen 

The  following  report  was  received 

Jan  15  1855 
To  the  Common  Council 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  Treasurers 
monthly  account  have  examined  the  same  and  found  it  correct 

James  McCready,  Mayor 
James  N  Sweetser,  City  Clerk 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis: 
At  your  last  meeting  the  undersigned  was  instructed  to 
report  "whether  in  your  opinion,  negroes  are  liable  to  pay 
School  tax."   By  a  proviso  in  the  first  section  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  amendatory  of,  and  supplemental  to,  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  a  general  and  uniform 
System  of  Common  Schools,  and  School  Libraries,  and  matters 
properly  connected  therewith,  approved  June  14  1852;  acts 
of  1853  p  124,  it  is  declared  "that  in  all  enumerations, 
the  children  of  negroes  and  mulattoes  shall  not  be  taxed  for 
School  purposes,  nor  shall  any  negro  or  mulatto  derive  any 
of  the  benefits  of  the  Common  Schools  of  this  State.   The 
said  first  Section  of  the  act  of  1853,  is  amendatory  of  the 
9th  Section  of  the  act  of  June  14"  1852,  and  the  said  9th 
Section  is  not  "set  forth  and  published  at  full  length"  as 
required  by  Sec  21  Art  4  of  the   Constitution  of  1851,  for 
which  reason,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  case  of  Langdon  V  Applegate  at  the  present  term,  the 
said  amendment  is  unconstitutional.   But  in  the  absence  of 
any  such  provision,  as  that  contained  in  the  first  Section  of 
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the  act  of  1653,  the  children  of  negroes  and  mulattoes  would 
not  be  admitted  into  the  same  Schools  to  he  educated  with 
those  of  the  whites,  indeed,  they  ought  not  to  he.   Such  a 
course  would  be  injurious  to  both  whites  and  blacks.   The  law 
containes  no  provisions  for  their  seperate  education,  nor  for 
a  distribution  of  the  fund.   For  them  to  be  subjected  to  the 
burdens  of  the  system,  when  they  cannot  have  its  benefits, 
would  be  unjust  and  oppressive.   With  the  single  exception 
of  fugitives  from  labour,  negroes  in  common  with  whites,  are 
protected  in  their  persons  and  property,  and  fugitives  from 
labor  receive  such  protection  until  the  master  sees  proper 
to  exercise  his  right  of  recaption.   For  this  protection,  it 
is  just  and  proper,  that  they  should  be  taxed  for  purposes 
of  revenue.   But  there  is  a  difference  of  condition  arising 
from  difference  of  race  and  color,  and  the  relation  in  which 
they  have  always  stood  to  the  whites,  which  has  necessarily 
prevented,  and  always  will  prevent  them  from  being  admitted 
to  terms  of  perfect  equality  theoretically  of  practically, 
with  the  whites,  and  from  being  made  their  associates  and 
companions,  either  in  the  School  room,  or  elsewhere.   If  the 
general  assembly  thinks  such  a  course  advisable,  it  should 
make  provision  for  their  seperate  education.   If  no  such 
provision  is  made  they  ought  to  be  free  from  the  burdens  of 
the  system.   It  is  in  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  provide 
for  their  seperate  education.   Whether,  to  what  extent,  and 
in  what  manner,  this  shall  be  done  is  a  question  for  the 
legislature  to  decide.   As  the  question  now  stands,  I  am  of 
the  opinion,  that  they  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  School  tax. 
If  its  collection  could  be  enforced  it  would  be  unjust.   It 
would  be  taking  something  for  nothing  -  a  trampling  upon  the 
unfortunate,  who  are  already  overthrown.   It  would  be  at  war 
with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  of  the  age  in  which 
we  live 

Respectfully  Submitted 
N  B  Taylor,  City  Attorney 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 
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John  Wies  &  Peter  Whilsel  notified  the  Council  of  a 
Mechanics  Lien  on  the  following  Cisterns,   one  at  the  Corner 
of  Penna  &  Market  Streets  -  one  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
&  Penna  Streets  &  one  at  the  crossing  of  Virginia  Avenue  & 
New  Jersey  Street. 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council 

The  undersigned  Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  to 
whom  were  referred  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Chief  Fire 
Engineer  as  relates  to  the  necessity  of  procuring  more  hose 
for  the  different  Fire  Companies,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following.   On  enquiries  from  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Companies,  the  Committee  find  that  the  Marion  Co  have  about 
500  feet  of  good  reliable  hose  and  about  the  same  number  that 
is  not  reliable  -  the  Relief  Co  have  about  500  feet  of 
Comparatively  new  hose,  which  is  good,  and  500  feet  of  old 
which  cannot  be  relied  upon  -  the  Invincible  Co  have  about 
800  feet  of  good  hose  -  from  the  Western  Liberties  Co  the 
Committee  have  heard  nothing,  but  presume  that  having  received 
their  quota  of  hose,  later  than  the- others,  that  it  is  in  a 
good  condition,  and  sufficient  for  their  purposes  at  present. 
In  view  of  the  facts  as  above  stated  and  also  the  great 
necessity  of  providing  ample  and  reliable  apparatus  for  the 
use  of  the  Fire  Department,  the  Committee  would  reccommend 
the  Council  to  purchase  immediately,  through  its  Secretary, 
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one  thousand  feet  of  the  best  copper  rivetted  hose,  and  when 

received  distribute  the  same  as  follows,  to  Marion  Fire  Co. 

400  feet,  Relief  Fire  Co.  300  feet,  and  Invincible  Fire  Co. 

300  feet 

Respectfully  Submitted 
Alex  Gray don  Jr) 
Jno  L  Avery    )  Cora 
John  Trucksess  ) 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  report  was  concurred  in,  and 
the  City  Clerk  instructed  to  ascertain  upon  what  terms,  hose 
can  be  purchased 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns,  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
issue  a  warrant  to  Messs  Jones  &  G-lazier,  upon  the  Certificate 
from  the  Committee  that  the  amount  of  lumber  contracted  for, 
was  delivered 

A  communication  was  presented  from  Mr  Underhill  asking 
permission  of  the  Council  to  erect  a  Lamp  post  in  front  of 
his  property  in  Square  No  4,  Subject  to  removal  to  its 
proper  location,  when  the  Lamps  should  be  regularly  extended 
that  far 

Mr  Graydon  moved,  -That  he  be  allowed  the  priveledge  of 
erecting  said  Lamp  according  to  his  proposition 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail  on  a  rising  vote  4  members 
voted  in  the  Affirmative  and  6  in  the  Negative. 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  Lamp  post  erected  by  Mr  Black- 
ford at  the  corner  of  Washington  &  Meridian  Streets  be  adopted 
by  the  City 

Which  motion  prevailed 

A  petition  was  presented  from  citizens  living  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  M  &  I  R  R. ,  asking  the  Council  to  take  measures 
to  restrain  said  Company  from  obstructing  the  Streets. 
Upon  the  presentation  of  whic  petition,  a  reading  of  the 
Ordinances  was  called,  and  no  general  ordinance  being  found 
to  remedy  the  evil,  complained  of,  Mr  Seibert  presented  an 
ordinance,  entitled,  "An  Ordinance  relative  to"  Rail  Roads 
within  the  City  of  Indianapolis."  Which  ordinance  upon  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 

Mr  Karns  presented  an  affidavit  of  H  C  Woodward  &  Win  M. 
Patten  against  Henry  Sturaph  Sexton  of  the  G-rave  Yard,  for 
mal-conduct  in  office 

Mr  Karns  moved  "that  said  complaint  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  for  investigation. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs  Karns,  Avery  &  3oaz 
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were  appointed  said  Committee 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  School  Trustees 

Calvin  Fletcher,  David  S  Beaty  &  J  R  Osgood  were  elected 
School  Trustees 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts,  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed 
to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  on  Square  29,  by  Mr 
Duffry,  and  the  Clerk  was  authorized  to  issue  warrants  for  the 
amount  due  from  the  City 

Mr  Seibert  moved  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  make  the  valuation  of  E|  Lot  9  in  Square  conform  to  the 
valuation  of  the  Wj-  of  Lot  10  in  said  Square 

On  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr  Graydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  members  of  the  Legislature  from  this 
County  be  respectfully  requested  to  urge  the  adoption  of  an 
amendment  to  Section  62  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
incorporation  of  Cities"  whereby  the  Common  Council  shall 
have  power  to  order  any  sidewalk  Street  or  alley  improved 
at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  property,  on  any  such  Street 
or  alley,  whenever  in  the  opinion  of  said  Common  Council  it 
may  be  necessary.   And  also  to  amend  the  said  Act,  so  that 
the  lighting  of  Streets  may  be  done  in  the  manner  as  above 
prescribed 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
3oaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Utaguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Seibert  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
set  posts  on  the  South  Side  of  Virginia  Avenue  North  of  the 
Central  Rail  Road  sufficient  to  protect  the  Side  walk  from 
being  driven  on  by  wagons  and  drays,  and  also  to  have  the 
Side  walk  repaired 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  vote  din  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Go wan,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess.     10 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Jones,  Maguire  &  Pitts.  4 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  Ordinance  in  reference  to  Ball 
Alleys  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  the  Ayes  and  Noes  being 
demand  said  Motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote 
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Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
Growan,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Pitts     5 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  Colley,  G-raydon, 
Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     9 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  estimate  of  the  Bridge  across 
Pogues  Run  on  Noble  Street,  be  taken  from  the  table 

Which  motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 

Colley,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Karns,  Keeley,  Pitts,  Seibert  & 

Truxsess     9 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,  Jones,  Maguire,  &  Nelson  4 

On  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Civil  Engineer  to  make  a 
reestimate 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  when  the  Council  adjourns,  they 
adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  evening  next. 

Mr  Nelson  moved  to  amend  by  saying,  until  the  next 
regular  meeting,  Which  -amendment  did  not  prevail. 

Adjourned 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
January  23  1355 

The  Council  met  at  half  past  6  O'clock  P  M.   Present  all 
the  members  except  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr  Karns  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  Committee  on  accounts  to  whom  was  referred  the  account 
of  J  F  Hill  for  brick  furnished,  have  examined  the  Records 
and  find  that  the  work  was  ordered  to  be  done  at  the  expense 
of  the  City.   The  Committee  can  find  no  record  to  show  that 
the  bill  was  ever  allowed.   The  Committee  would  therefore 
recommend  that  the  bills  be  allowed  deducting  the  interest 

Wm  H  Karns) 
Wm  Boaz   )  Com 
H  Seibert  ) 

And  accompanying  said  report  was  the  following  accounts 
City  of  Indianapolis 
1851  In  a/c  with  J  F  Hill 

Oct  13th  To  2000  well  Brick  $10.00 

»  3  yrs  Inst.  1  80   11.80 

Sep  8/52   "  500  Pave  Brick  at  East 

Market  3.25 

"  2  yrs  Inst  .    40   3.65  $13.25 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  select  Committee  to  v/hom  was  referred  the  account  of 
Jones  &  G-lazier  for  lumber  furnished  for  school  house  lots 
find  that  upon  examination  some  of  the  lumber  has  been  taken 
away  since  it  was  delivered  and  therefore  could  not  measure 
it.   The  Committee  have  no  doubt  about  the  correctness  of 
the  bill,  and  would  reccommend  its  allowance 

William  Karns 
Canada  Go wan 
Kenry  H  Nelson 

And  accompanying  said  report  was  Jones  &  C-laziers  ac/  for 
lumber  of  $  169.39 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  Street  Commissioner  was  directed 
to  take  charge  of  said  lumber. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City  Assessor  stating 
that  Weaver  &  Williams  were  charged  with  $4000.  when  they 
should  have  been  charged  with  $1000.   Also  that  Henry  Puteny 
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was  charged  with  $700  improvement  on  Lot  7  Square  98,  which 
should  have  been  only  $3.50 

On  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  property  holders  on  the 
West  Side  of  Penna  Street  North  of  St  Clair  Street,  asking 
the  C0uncil  to  move  the  side  walk  on  said  Street 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to 
reestablish  the  grade  of  Pennsylvania  Street 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Accounts  allowed 
X.  Michael  Nailen  for  Labor  $  1.75 

The  following  Ordinance  was  presented 

An  Ordinance  supplemental  to  an  Ordinance,  entitled  "An 
Ordinance  to  establish  a  police  force  in  the  City  of  Indian- 
apolis, and  prescribing  its  duties  passed  September  4th  1854 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis:   That  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  im- 
itate the  signals  of  said  watchmen,  or  make  any  disturbance 
noise  or  alarm  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  any  of  said 
watchmen,  and  withdrawing  any  of  them  from  their  respective 
places  of  duty,  or  for  the  purpose  of  aiding,  or  securing, 
the  escape  of  any  arrested,  by  any  watchmen,  or  preventing 
the  arrest  of  any  person  subject  to  arrest  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Seventh  Section  of  the  said  Ordinance  to  which  this  is 
supplemental,  shall  on  conviction  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars 

Sec  2.   This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  publication. 

On  motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  said  Ordinance  was 
ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Krrns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

On  motion  of  Mr  Keeley,  John  Waters  was  allowed  thirty  five 
dollars  for  a  month  services  as  City  Assessor.  Said  appropri- 
ation to  be  deducted  from  his  salary. 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Mayor  &   Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
complaint  against  Henry  Stumph  for  mal  conduct,  respectfully 
report,  that  they  have  examined  the  matter,  and  rec commend 
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that  he  brought  to  trial  therefor,  and  herewith  present  the 

following  charge 

William  H  Karns) 
Jno  L  Avery    )  Cora 
Win  Boaz        ) 

State  of  Indiana) 
Marion  County   ) 

William  H.  Karns,  John  L  Avery  and  William  Boaz,  members 
of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  charge 
Henry  Stumph  Sexton  of  the  Public  Grave  Yard 

1st  Of  extortion  in  his  office  by  demanding  a  fee  for  opening 
the  gate  of  said  Yard 
& 

2nd  Of  mal  conduct  in  office  by  refusing  to  let  H  C  Woodward 
and  Wm  M  Patten  drive  through  the  gate  of  said  yard,  on  the 
15  th  day  of  January  A  D  1855 

William  H  Karns 

Jno  L  Avery 

Wm  Boaz 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  said  report  be  concurred,  and  that  the 
Council  meet  on  Monday  evening  next  to  try  said  cause 

Which  motion  prevailed 

A  notice  was  received  from  the  Branch  Bank  that  an  accept- 
ance for  $955  40/100  given  for  the  Fire  Bells,  is  payable 
January  25  1855 

On  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 

On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed 
to  measure  the  Cistern  on  Merrill  Street. 

A  communication  was  received  from  G-.  Kennel  &  Co  proposing 
to  furnish  1000  feet  of  hose  at  75  cents  per  foot 

On  motion  of  Mr  G-raydon  the  City  Clerk  was  instructed  to 
correspond  with  Manufacturers  in  Philadelphia  &  New  York 

On  Motion  of  Mr  Go wan  the  Marshall  was  instructed  to  notify 
William  Mansur  &  Co  to  remove  the  offal  &  hair  from  his 
slaugter  house  near  White  River. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
inquire  if  the  Marshall  and  his  Deputy  hold  an  office  of 
profit  and  trust  at  the  Theatre 

Which  motion  prevailed.   Messrs  Pitts,  Nelson  &  Boaz  were 
appointed  said  Committee 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  city  Attorney  be  respectfully 
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requested  to  examine  and  report  to  this  Council,  at  his  earliest 
convenience,  whether  in  his  opinion,  the  Common  Council  has 
power  to  vacate  Streets  or  Alleys  in  Subdivisions  of  Out  Lots, 
when  the  plat  of  the  same  has  been  recorded,  and  when  the 
owners  of  the  property  desire  the  vacation 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative,  None 

Mr  Maguire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  back  the 
following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  Flail  Roads  within  the  City  of 
Indianapolis 

Sec  1.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  India., apolis.   That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  Rail  Road 
Company  uo  lay  down  or  maintain  any  Rail  Road  track  along  or 
across  any  Street  or  Alley  within  the  C^ty  limits,  without 
first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  C0uncil  to  lay  such,  track 

Sec  2.  That  no  Rail  Road  Company  shall  leave  or  cause  to 
be  left  any  cars  standing  on  any  Rail  Road  track  within  the 
City  so  as  to  obstruct  in  any  way  the  full  width  of  any 
Street  or  alley  the  Road  may  cross 

Sec  3.   No  cars  or  Locomotive  shall  be  run  at  a  speed 
faster  than  five  miles  per  hour  within  the  limits  of  the  City 

Sec  4.   Any  Company  or  person  violating  any  provision  of 
this  Ordinance,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor, 
shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  nor  less 
than  ten  for  each  offence;  each  day  shall  be  a  seperate 
offence  for  the  violation  of  the  first  Section  of  this 
Ordinance 

Sec  5.   The  City  Marshall  and  all  the  other  officers  of 
the  City  police,  shall  arrest  without  process  and  bring  before 
the  Mayor  all  persons  who  in  their  presence  or  knowledge, 
shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Ordinance 

Mr  Nelson  moved  that  said  Ordinance  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  the  Ayes  &  Noes  being  demanded  said  motion  did  not  pre- 
vail by   the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
Gowan,  Karns,  Maguire  &  Nelson     5 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley,  G-raydon,  Jones, 
Keeley,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     8 

And  said  Ordinance  was  Ordained  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
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Colley,  Gray don,  Go wan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Pitts,  Seibert  & 
Trucksess     9 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Dunlap,  Karns,  Maguire  & 
Nelson     5 

Mr  Trucksess  moved  That  the  vote  on  the  resolution 
authorizing  the  Street  Commissioner  to  set  posts  on  Virginia 
Avenue  be  reconsidered. 

And  the  Ayes  &-Noes  being  demanded  said  motion  prevailed 
by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Dunlap,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts  & 
Trucksess     9 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Boaz,  Colley,  Gray don,  Keeley  & 
Seibert     5 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  Street  Commissioner  was  in- 
structed to  bring  in  a  seperate  account  for  setting  posts 
on  Virginia  Avenue, 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
January  30  1355 


The  Council  met  at  half  past  6  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the 
Mayor  and  all  the  members 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  account  of  Messrs  Elder  & 
Harkness  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts 

Henry  Stumph  Sexton  of  the  Grave  Yard  was  arrainged  before 
the  Council  upon  the  following  charges 

1st  Of  extortion  in  his  office  by  demanding  a  fee  for 
opening  the  gate  of  said  Yard 

2nd  Of  mal  conduct  in  office  by  refusing  to  let  H  C  Wood- 
ard  and  Wm  M  Patten  drive  through  the  gate  of  said  Yard,  on 
the  15th  day  of  January  A  D  1855, 

And  after  evidence  and  argument  for  both  parties  being 
heard,  the  question,  was  "is  the  1st  charged  fully  sustained" 
which  charge  was  not  sustained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Gray  don,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire,  &  Nelson.   9 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,  Keeiey,  Pitts,  Seibert  & 
Trucksess     5 

And  the  question  being  "is  the  2nd  charge  fully  sustained" 
Said  charge  was  not  sustained  by  the  following 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Eoaz,  Colley,  Gray  don,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Maguire- and 
Nelson     9 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Dunlap,  Keeiey,  Pitts,  Seibert 
&  Trucksess     5 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  City  Clerk  was  instructed  to 
publish  the  proceedings 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  property  owners  on  Virginia 
Avenue  be  permitted  to  use  the  posts  lately  set  up  on  said 
Street  and  repair  the  Side  walk  at  their  ov/n  expense 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Whereas  much  complaint  is  made  by  many  of  the  citizens 
of  Indianapolis  as  to  the  irregular  running  of  the  Town  Clock, 
and  whereas  the  Contractor  warranted  it  to  keep  good  time. 

Resolved,   That  the  Clerk  of  the  City  call  on  Mr  Moffatt 
and  request  that  he  report  to  this  Council  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, the  cause  of  such  irregularity,  and  state  whether  it  is 
not  in  his  power  to  so  regulate  it  as  that  it  may  answer  the 
purpose  intended  by  the  Citizens  when  they  submitted  to  be 
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taxed  for  its  construction,  and  cause  it  to  keep  regular  time 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     14 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  City  Marshall  be  instructed  to 
notify  the  occupant  of  the  house  on  Indiana  Avenue  wherein 
there  is  a  case  of  Small  pox,  to  put  up  a  Red  flag. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  to  amend  by  adding  "and  that  he  also 
provide  at  the  expense  of  the  City11  all  things  necessary  for 
the  support  of  said  occupants,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
disease 

Which  amendment  was  accepted,  and  said  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  Council  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health 

John  M  Gaston  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health 

The  following  report  was  pre  -ented  and  on  motion  it  v/as 
ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  Record 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  having  examined  the  question,  submitted 
by  the  following  resolution,  adopted  at  your  last  meeting 
Resolved,   That  the  City  Attorney  be  respectfully  re- 
quested to  examine  and  report  to  the  Council,  whether  in  his 
opinion,  the  Common  Council  has  power  to  vacate  streets  or 
alleys  in  subdivisions  of  out- lots,  when  the  plat  of  the  same 
has  been  recorded,  and  when  the  owners  of  the  property  desire 
the  vacation"  is  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Common 
Council  have  no  such  power.   The  power  to  make  such  vacation 
is  by  statute,  vested  in  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of 
the  prooer  County.  1  Rev  Stat.  1852,  pp  493,  494,  Sec  6,  7, 
8,  9  &  10 

Respectfully  Submitted 
Napoleon  B  Taylor 
City  Atty 

Mr  G-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  authorized  to 
borrov;  money,  or  make  an  arrangement  with  the  Treasurer  to 
take  stock  paper  at  its  proper  discount,  sufficient  to  pay 
the  amount  due  from  the  City  for  the  purchase  of  Fire  Bells 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     14 
In  the  Negative  -  None 
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On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  School  Trustee 

James  M  Ray  was  elected  School  Trustee 

On  motion  the  Watchmen  were  allowed  to  use  the  Council 
Chamber  during  the  night  for  the  purpose  of  warming,  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor. 

City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
February  5th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M,   Present  all  the  members, 
except  the  Mayor 

Mr  Karns  took  his  seat  as  President  pro  tern 

The  Treasurer  monthly  account  was  presented  and  on  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Mayor  &  Clerk  for  examination 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Estimate  for  building  a  Stone  Bridge  over  Pogues  Run,  on 
Noble  Street 

320'  Cubic  Yards  of  excavation,  at  25  cents  per  yard  $  80.00 
170  »  "  "  masonry  at  *5  it  h  850.00 
1670  Superficial  feet  of  hammer  dressed  work,  at 

12j  cents  per  foot  203.75 

Total   $1133.75 

The  undersigned,  on  3d  July,  1354,  reported  to  the  Council, 
that  a  wooden  Bridge  over  Pogues  Run  on  Noble  Street,  144  feet 
In  length  and  14  feet  in  width,  extending  from  Washington 
Street  to  the  high  ground  on  the  South,  side  of  Pogues  Run, 
would  cost  $420.40 
Indianapolis   Feby  5  1855 

James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  report  was  received  The  undersigned,  in 
compliance  with  the  Ordinance  in  relation  to  Lighting  the 
City,  respectfully  reports  to  the  Council,  that,  in  the  month 
of  January  last,  one  lamp  has  been  erected  at  the  Corner  of 
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Meridian  and  Maryland  Streets,  and  with  the  one  erected  by 
Isaac  Blackford  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Meridian 
Streets  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  make  the  number  of  public 
lamps  in  the  City,  fourteen 
Feby  5  1355.  James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

Indianapolis  Monday  Feby  5  1855 

Police  report  beginning  Monday  evening  Jany  1,  ending  Monday 
morning  Feby  5th  1855 


Jefferson  Springstean 
Joseph  Colley 
Wm  Robinson 
Francis  Wright 
David  Derringer 
David  Anderson 
Amos  Scott 
J  W  Buckhart 
Robt  Johnson 
Jessee  Vanblaricum 
Benjamin  Sobaugh 
Wm  McLain 
George  Thompson 
Calvin  Morgan 
Reuben  Adams 
Hubbard  Adams 


Served  thirty  one  and  a  half  days 

Served  thirty  one  days 

Served  thirty  five  days 

Served  thirty  five  days 

Served  thirty  two  days 

Served  thirty  four  days 

Served  thirty  two  &  one  half  days 

Served  thirty  five  days 

Served  thirty  days 

Served  thirty  one  &  one  half  days 

Served  thirty  four  days 

four  &  one  half  days 
Resigned 


Served  thirty 

Served  fifteen  days 

Served  twenty  days 

Served  thirty  three  and  one  half  days 

Served  thirty  five  days 

Jefferson  Springstean 
Captn  of  Watch. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
draw  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Watchman  for  said  services 

The  following  report  was  received 

Number  of  arrests  made  by  the  Watchman  beginning  Jany  1st, 
ending  Feby  5th  1855. 


Intoxication 
Disturbing  the  peace 
Larceny 

Peddling  without  license 
Public  nuisance 
In  company  with  prostitutes 
Females  for  assault  &  Battery 
do   for  intoxication 

Whole  number 


SI 

11 

g 

1 
2 
3 
1 
2 


23 


Jefferson  Springstean 
Captn  of  the  Watch 

The  following  report  was  received 

Feby  5  I355 
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The  old  Cisterns  are  in  good  order.   The  Cistern  at  Wingates 
corner  lacks  three  feet  of  being  full  of  water,  and.  one  at  the 
Branch  Bank  lacks  about  the  same.   Mr  Scofield  filled  those 
two  on  last  Wednesday  &  thursday.   The  Cistern  at  Roberts 
Chapel  was  empty  this  morning 

William  Hughey 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  Finance  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  authority 
to  borrow  money,  or  make  arrangements  with  the  Treasury  to 
take  State  Stock  money  at  its  proper  discount,  sufficient  to 
pay  the  amount  due  from  the  City  for  the  purchase  of  fire 
bells  -  ^eport  that  the  requisite  arrangements  has  been  with 
the  Treasury,  and  that  the  amount  necessary  to  liquidate  the 
claim,  will  in  a  few  days  be  in  the  Treasury 

L  Dunlap 
Daniel  Keeley 
W  H  Karns 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

John  Foudry  for  Boarding  female  prisoners   |  26.00 

John  Hamlin  for  filling  Cistern  1st  Ward  2.00 
C  J  Slingluff,  Bricks  for  South  Market  house  112.00 

H  A  Walker  for  Posts  2.50 

Peter  Smock  M    "  3.00 

Hiram  Lewis  "   Labor  2.50 

Patrick  Sullivan   »  1.00 

John  Wilson       "  1.00 

Wesley  Hughey     "  1.00 

Jacob  Bisbing  removing  nuisance  2.50 

Robert  Johnson  3.50 

Wra  Ryley  filling  cisterns  3.95 

Elder  &  Harkness   for  Printing  119.13 

Total  279.88 

On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson,  Mr  Harbison  was  allowed  $50  on 
his  contract  for  gralling  the  East  Market  House 

The  following  communication  was  presented 

Mayors  office,  City  of  Terre  Haute 
Jany  15  1355 

His  Honor,  James  McCready,  Mayor 

Dear  Sir:   The  accompanying  Map  of  Terre  Haute,  I  am 
authorized  in  behalf  of  the  City  of  Terre  Haute,  to  present 
through  you,  to  the  City  of  Indianapolis 

With  respect  &  consideration 
Yours  truly 

W  H  Edwards,  Mayor 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 
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Resolved,  That  the  Mayor  of  the  City  be  directed  to 
present  to  the  authorities  of  the  City  of  Terre  Haute, a  View 
or  Map  of  this  City,  that  City,  through  their  Mayor  having 
politely  presented  to  Indianapolis  a  map  of  Terre  Haute 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Maguire  presented  An  ordinance  defining  the  duties  of 
the  Sexton  of  the  Grave  Yard 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  it  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  be  so  amended  as  to  protect  the  Sexton 

A  petetion  from  J  C  Worrall  was  presented  asking  the 
Council  to  remit  the  tax  assessed  against  him  on  a  stock  of 
goods  assessed  also  against  Mr  Pyle 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  tax  was  remitted 

A  petition  from  Matthew  Little  was  presented  asking  the 
Council  to  make  him  an  additional  allowance  for  his  services 
as  Assessor 

On  motion  said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
accounts 

A  communication  from  John  Waters,  in  reference  to  a  dis- 
agreement existing  between  Mr  Miller  &   Foos  about  the  payment 
of  taxes  on  property,  was  presented 

On  motion  said  communication  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  report  was  presented 

We  the  undersigned  committee  who  were  appointed  to 
ascertain  whether  the  Marshall  or  his  Deputy  has  been  receiv- 
ing any  pay  for  services  rendered  to  Mr  Robison  of  Robinsons 
Atheneum,  would  Report  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
whether  either  the  Marshall  or  Deputy  have  received  any  pay 
or  not  but  would  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  following 
resolution  &  preamble 

G-  W  Pitts     ) 
Henry  H  Nelson)  Com 
Wm  Boaz       ) 

Whereas  since  the  establishing  of  the  night  police  we  do 
not  believe  that  it  is  necessary  to  continue  the  office  of 
Deputy  Marshall  longer,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution 

Resolved,   That  the  vote  confirming  the  appointment  of 
Deputy  Marshall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded 
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On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  said  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Marshall  and  his  Deputies  be  directed 
to  procure  immediately  if  possible  some  one  or  more  persons, 
who  will  not  be  liable  to  take  the  small  pox,  to  wait  on  any 
family  in  which  the  disease  exists,  which  may  be  destitute  of 
the  necessary  assistance  to  minister  to  their  wants,  and  that 
the  Marshall  and  his  Deputies  endeavor  to  prevent  all  person's 
liable  to  take  the  infection  from  visiting  houses  in  which 
there  may  be  cases  of  small  pox,  and  also  that  they  prevent 
individuals  who  have  recovered,  from  coming  in  contact  with 
other  persons  by  going  into  the  Streets,  until  a  sufficient 
time  shall  elapse  to  prevent  danger  of  communicating  the 
disease  to  others 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucks ess 

None 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  when  the  Council  adjourns,  it  adjourn 
until  thursday  evening  next  and  that  the  Judiciary  Committee 
be  instructed  to  report  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Small  pox 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  G-raydon  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Clerk  is  hereby  directed  to 
ascertain  the  costs  of  improvement  made  opposite  to  any  of 
the  property  owned  by   the  State  and  paid  for  by  funds  of  the 
City,  and  respectfully  ask  the  present  Legislature  to  refund 
the  same  And  also  that  they  be  requested  to  adopt  a  law 
authorizing  the  Auditor  of  State  to  pay  the  States  proportion 
of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  for  any  improvement  which 
the  City  Council  may  hereafter  direct  to  be  made  opposite  to 
any  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  State 

Adopted  by   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap  G-raydon  Go  wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire 
Nelson,  Seibert  Pitts  &  Trucksess     14 

In  the  Negative,  None 

On  motion  of  Mr  Keeley  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
draw  warrants  up  to  the  6th  Feby  1855  in  favor  of  the 
Councilmen 

The  following  communication  was  received 

To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 

In  complying  with  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr  Karns  in 
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regard  to  the  time  keeping  of  the  Oity  Clock,  I  will  say  it 
is  caused  by  the  weakness  end  insufficiency  of  the  CuDola  in 
windy  weather.  The  whole  clock  and  Pendulum  is  in  a  perfect 
tremble  caused  by  the  vibration  of  the  Cupola,  The  Pendulum 
rod  swings  one  inch  clear  of  one  of  the  Principile  timbers  of 
the  Cupola,  ten  feet  below  the  clock.  I  have  stood  in  the 
Cupola  during  a  strong  wind  and  saw  it  vibrate  so  much  that  the 
rod  would  strike  the  timber  and  then  spring  back  again,  causing 
an  irregular  motion  in  the  pendulum  will  affect  the  time. 

Yours  Respectfully 
John  Moffatt 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dulap  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Watchman  for  the  6th  Ward 

Calvin  Morgan  was  elected  a  Watehman  of  the  6th  Ward 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor. 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 

Common  Council  Chamber 
February  8th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  half  past  6  0f clock  P  M.  Present  the 
Mayor  and  all  the  Councllmen  except  Mr  Avery 

Mr  Maquire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  the 
following  Ordinance". 

An  Ordinance  supplemental  to  an  Ordinance  entitled  "Ah 
Ordinance  relative  to  the  public  burying  ground,  rand  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  and  private  burying  grounds  in  the 
City  of  Indianapolis"  passed  April  20th  1852 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  Oity 
of  Indianapolis   That  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  Sexton 
of  said  public  burying  ground,  at  all  times,  to  unlock  and 
open  the  gate  of  e.*>i&  burying  ground  for  the  Ingress  and 
egress  of  funeral  processions,  and  from  the  hours  of  9  O'clock 
A  M,  until  12  O'clock  M,  and  from  1  O'clock  until  4  O'clock 
P  M  of  each  day  of  the  week,  to  leave  the  gates  of  said 
burying  ground  unlocked  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  ingress 
and  egress  to  persons  wishing  to  erect  tombstones,  enclosures 
around  their  lots  in  said  burying  ground,  or  to  plant 
ornamental  trees  of  shrubbery  around  the  graves  of  their  de- 
ceased relatives  and  friends,  with  the  materials  or  articles 
for  either  of  the  purposes  aforesaid  and  the  vehicles  used 
to  haul  the  same,  and  at  all  other  times,  when  present,  to 
unlock  said  gates  and  permit  such  persons  to  enter  therein 


456 


with  the  materials  and  articles  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  and 
the  vehicles  to  haul  the  same  .ana  to  depart  therefrom;  and  in 
no  case  shall  the  said  Sexton  be  entitled,  to  charge  any  person 
or  persons  any  fee  or  reward  either  for  going  into  or  out  of 
said  "burying  ground,  or  for  opening  or  shutting  said  gates 

Sec  2.   Should  the  said  Sexton  violate  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  foregoing  Section  he  shall  be  subject  to  re- 
moval as  provided  in  the  first  section  of  the  Ordinance  to 
which  this  is  supplemental,  and  in  addition  thereto,  shall  on 
conviction  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  five  nor  more 
than  twenty  dollars  for  every  such  violation 

Sec  3.   No  person  shall  interfere  with,  or  interrupt 
said  Sexton  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  nor  remain  in 
said  burying  ground  with  wagons,  carts,  or  other  vehicles, 
except  in  case  of  burials,  after  the  expiration  of  the  hour 
for  closing  said  gates,  unless  when  they  are  admitted  by  said 
Sexton  after  the  close  of  such  hour,  when  they  shall  immediate- 
ly unload  the  same  and  withdraw  in  a  reasonable  time,  so  that 
said  Sexton  may  fasten  the  gates;  and  every  person  offending 
against  the  provisions  of  this  Section  shall  forfeit  a  sum 
not  less  than       nor  more  than       dollars 

Sec  4.   This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  publication  as  required 

On  motion  the  first  blank  in  Section  3  was  filled  with 
"One"  and  the  Second  blank  thereof  with  "Ten",  and  said 
Ordinance  v/as  ordained  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

The  following  ordinance  was  presented 

An  Ordinance  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Small  pox  and  other 
contagious  diseases 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,   That  it  shall  be  and  is  hereby  made  the  duty 
of  the  owner,  proprietor,  or  occupant  of  any  house  where  any 
person  may  have  the  Small  pox  or  other  contagious  disease,  or 
where  any  person  may  hereafter  have  any  such  contagious 
disease,  to  notify  the  public  of  the  existence  of  such  disease 
immediately  by  placing  a  red  flag  in  some  conspicuous  place 
on  the  premises,  where  it  may  be  seen  by  all  passers  by,  and  in 
case  of  the  neglect  or  failure  of  any  such  person  or  persons 
to  place  such  flag  as  aforesaid,  the  City  Marshall  shall  so 
soon  as  notified  of  the  existence  of  such  disease,  cause  a 
red  flag  to  be  placed  as  aforesaid,  and  said  flag  shall  re- 
main there  until  the  person  or  persons  having  such  disease 
recovers,  and  until  all  danger  of  infection  is  removed;  and 
any  person  who  shall  neglect  or  fail  to  place  such  flag  as 
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above  required,  or  who  shall  remove  such  flag  after  it  has 
been  so  placed,  until  all  danger  of  infection  is  removed, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
twenty  dollars 

Sec  2.   It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons 
having  any  contagious  disease  to  go  out  in  the  public,  pass 
from  house  to  house,  or  appear  in  the  Streets  of  said  City  - 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Marshall,  in  case  of  any 
such  person  so  doing,  in  his  presence,  or  on  his  being  in- 
formed of  the  fact,  to  cause  such  person  to  be  taken  to  his 
or  her  place  of  residence  forthwith,  if  such  person  have  any, 
and  if  not,  to  cause  such  person  to  be  taken  to  the  place 
provided  by  the  Board  of  Health  for  such  persons,  and  if  no 
such  place  be  provided  then  to  procure,  and  take  such  person 
to  some  suitable  place,  and  to  procure  suitable  attendance 
and  provision  for  such  person,  if  such  person  is  unable  to 
do  so  for  him  or  herself,  until  the  death  or  recovery  of  such 
person  from  such  disease,  at  the  expense  of  the  City;  and  if 
any  person  should  violate  the  first  branch  of  this  Section, 
the  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  dollars 

Sec  3.   It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons 
who  have  been  or  may  be  sick  with  Small  pox  or  other  con- 
tagious disease,  to  leave  their  rooms  and  go  out  in  public 
until  they  have  recovered  from  such  disease  a  sufficient  time, 
and  taken  such  measures  and  precautions  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  all  danger 
of  infection.   Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this 
Section,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars,  and  it  shall  be  and  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the 
City  Marshall,  his  deputy  or  of  any  of  the  police  of  said 
City,  immediately,  to  cause  any  person  violating  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Section  to  be  taken  to  his  or  her  place  of 
residence,  boarding  house,  or  other  place  prepared  for,  or 
which  they  may  procure  for,  that  purpose,  and  there  kept 
until  such  time  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
it  may  be  safe  and  proper  for  such  persons  to  go  at  large 

Sec  4.   It  shall  be  and  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the 
occupant  of  any  house  where  any  person  may  have  been  sick 
of  Small  pox  or  other  contagious  disease,  on  the  recovery 
of  such  person,  to  forthwith  burn  up  the  clothes  worn  by  such 
diseased  person  and  all  bed  clothes  and  bedding  used  for  such 
person  to  lay  on  or  to  be  covered  with,  or  which  may  have  come 
in  contact  with  his  or  her  person,  during  the  sickness,  and  to 
cleanse  and  purify  the  house  and  room  in  which  such  person  was 
confined  during  his  or  her  sickness;  And  on  failure  or  neglect 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  Section,  such  occupant 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars 

Sec  5.   Whereas  there  is  an  emergency  requiring  the 
immediate  taking  effect  of  this  Ordinance,  it  is  therefore 
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ordained  that  It  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  so  soon  as 
proclamation  thereof  shall  be  posted  at  five  public  places  in 
each  of  the  Wards 

On  motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  said  ordinance  was 
ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
D  unl  ap ,  G-r  ay  do  n , 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  all  persons  who  have  not  been  protected 
from  Small  pox  oy   vaccination  are  earnestly  requested  forth- 
with to  procure  themselves  to  be  vaccinated,  and  all  parents 
and  heads  of  families  are  requested  to  cause  their  children 
and  the  members  of  their  families  who  are  minors  to  be 
immediately  vaccinated 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess, 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to 
publish  daily,  the  number  and,   locality  of  the  Small  pox 
patients 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  all  Physicians  having  patients  affected 
by  any  contagious  disease  are  respectfully  requested  to 
reoort  the  same  with  their  place  of  abode  to  the  Board  of 
Health 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative,  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Go  wan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Siebert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  None 

The  following  account  was  presented  and  allowed 

Foot  &  Rice  for  candles  furnished  the  Council  in  Oct  1351 

.70  cts 

On  motion  the  Council  went  into  Secret  Session 

A  communication  was  presented  from  Mr  Hitchcock  which  on 
motion  was  laid  on  the  table  until  next  meeting- 
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On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor 

James  N.Sweatser 


City  Clerk 


Common  Council  Chamber 
February  19  1855 


The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock.  P.M.  Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  members  except  Mr.  Maguire. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

Indianapolis  Coal  Co  for  coal  7.00 

J.F.Shortrige  for  acceptance, pro  test  &  exchange,  in 

payment  for  Fire  Bells  $968.67 

J.  Davis  &  Co  Castings  for  Cisterns  185.50 

Conrad  Wehrl  attending  John  Frahley  17.00 

Robert  Chism  "         Small  pox  patients  24.00 

Jacob  Lindley  Pitcher  &c  for  Council  3.50 
Joseph  Langbein  Rent  of  Invincible  Engine  House 

to  Dec  18,  1854  10.35 

John  Bishop  1  night  service  as  watchman  2.00 

Benjamin  Pilbean  Goods  furnished  Mrs.Eccards  13.49 
Julius  Boettecher  Printing  ordinances  in  German 

Paper  152.61 
$1384.12 

On  motion  the  Gas  Corapanys  bill  wps  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  liability 
of  the  persons  to  pay  the  tax  assessed  against  them  for  gas 
lamps  and  posts. 

The  following  communication  was  presented 

Philada.  Jany  30  1855 
Mr.  James  N.Sweetser,  City  Clerk,  Indianapolis 
Dear  Sir,  Your  fatfor  of  25th  inst  is  received,  enquiring  the 
price  of  1000  feet  of  hose  for  the  Common  Council  of  your 
City.   Copper  riveted  hose  made  from  leather  9  inches  wide, 
2^  inches  inside  diameter  75  cts  per  foot  connecting  screws 
$4  per  paid.  This  is  the  Philadelphia  standard  size,  and  I 
believe  the  same  as  used  in  your  City.  The  hose  will  be  of 
the  best  quality,  made  of  stout  slaughtered  leather.  The 
terms  for  hose  has  generally  been  cash,  however  in  this  in- 
stance I  would  not  object  to  a  short  credit,  say  three  months 
from  the  date  the  hose  is  shipped 

Yours  Respectfully 

John  Agnew 
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On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts,  the  City  Clerk  was  instructed  to 
procure  1000  feet  of  hose  from  Mr  Agnew,  with  the  express 
condition  that  said  hose  should  be  warranted  and  fairly 
tested,  before  the  City  shall  receive  them 

On  motion  of  Mr  G-raydon,  the  City  Clerk  was  instructed 
to  purchase  a  snake  pipe  for  the  Releif  Fire  Company 

The  following  communication  was  received 

New  Albany  Feby  1  1855 
James  McCready  Esqr.  Mayor  Indianapolis 

Dr  Sir,   Herewith  we  send  you  a  copy  of  a  map  of  our 
City  to  be  hung  up  in ^ such  suitable  place  as  you  may  think 
proper,  which  please  accept  with  Compliments.   By  order  of 
Mayor  &  Common  Council. 

Yours  truly 

J  A  Moffett,  Mayor 

Fir  Colley  moved  That  the  Mayor  be  instructed  to  send  a 
map  and  view  of  the  City  to  the  Mayor  &  Council  of  New 
Albany 

Which  motion  prevailed 

A  communication  was  received  informing  the  Council  of 
the  appointment  of  Elisha  McNeely  as  an  officer  at  the  Union 
Passenger  Depot 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  powers  of  a  policeman  be  con- 
ferred upon  Elisha  McNeely 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  contractor  be  authorized  to  fill 
the  Cistern  in  the  4th  Ward  sufficient  to  make  a  good  found- 
ation for  thereof,  under  the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer, 
if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Contractor  it  can  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  Cistern 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  the  contract  with  the  C-as  Company 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 

A  petition  was  presented  from  Mr  Shortrige  asking  the 
Council  to  refund  him  twenty  one  dollars  advanced  to  James 
Ri chart,  for  grading  and  gravelling  the  Side  walk  on 
Pennsylvania  between  Merrill  &  South  Street, 

Mir  Colley  moved  that  said  sum  of  twenty  one  dollars  be 
allowed  Mr  Shortrige  and  that  it  be  deducted  from  Mr 
Ri  charts  account 

Which  motion  prevailed 
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Mr.  Avery  moved  That  Matthew  Little  be  allowed  One  hundred 
dollars  additional  for  his  services  as  Assesser  for  the  year 
1853. 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Colley  moved  That  Mr.  Little  be  allowed  ninety  five  dol- 
lars for  his  services  as  Assessor  for  the  year  1853. 

Mr.  Boaz  moved  to  amend  by  saying  "fifty  dollars"  which  amend- 
ment was  accepted,  and  the  Ayes  and  Noes  being  demanded  said 
motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, Boaz, Colley 
G-ray  don,  Karns,  &  Seibert  7 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,Gowan, Jones, Nelson, Pitts  & 
Trucks ess  6 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson  the  Marshall  was  instructed  to  provide 
for  old  Lady  &  daughter,  living  in  the  house  of  Mr  Belson  on 
Indiana  Avenue,  a  reasonable  time  until  they  can  provide  for 
themselves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boaz  the  Civil  Engineer  was  directed  to  set 
the  grade  stakes  on  Delaware  Street  from  South  Street  to  the 
crossing  of  the  Madison  State  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to 
establish  the  grade  of  New  Jersey  Street,  North  of  North  Street 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  Bridge  across  the  Canal  on 
Georgia  Street  Mr  Jones  moved,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary be  instructed  to  report  an  Ordinance  in  relation  to 
measurement  and  sealing  (by  the  City  Sealer  of  weights  and 
measures)  of  all  carts,  wagons  or  other  vehicles  used  for  the 
delivery  of  coal  and  wood  within  the  City 
Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Karns  the  Clerk  was  authorized  to  draw  an 
order  of  $12.50  for  rent  of  his  office. 

Mr  Nelson  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  an  Ordinance  requir- 
ing Re.il  Road  Companys  to  stop  their  cars  when  Funeral  pro- 
cessions are  going  to  the  grave  yard. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, Boaz, 
Co  lley ,  Dunlap ,  Gray  don ,  G-owan ,  Jones ,  Karns ,  Kee  ley ,  Nelson ,  Pi  tt  s , 
Seibert  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative,  None 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned 
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Attest 


James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk. 


James  McC ready  Mayor 


Common  Council  Chamber 
March  5th  1355 


The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the  members 
except  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr  Maguire  was  called  to  the  Chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

The  Treasurers  monthly  report  was  presented  and  on  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Mayor  &  Clerk  for  examination 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  old  Cisterns  are  in  good  order  and  the  new  ones  are 
in  bad  order 

Wm  Hughey 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council  that  King  & 
Kennedy  have  finished  the  foot  bridge  over  the  Canal  on 
Maryland  Street  agreeable  to  plan  &   specifications  and  to  my 
satisfaction 

James  Wood, 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
issue  orders  to  King  &  Kennedy  for  the  amount  due  for  build- 
ing said  Bridge 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  reports  to  the  Council  that  a  lamp  has 
been  erected  on  the  North  Side  of  Market  Street  at  the  South 
west  corner  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  agreeable  to 
the  plan  of  lighting  the  City 

James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  undersigned  reoorts  to  the  Counpil,  that  he  contract- 
ed with  Button  &  Fisher  to  paint  the  wood  work  of  Invincible 
Engine  House  for  fifty  two  dollars,  and  that  the  painting  has 
been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  wood  work  in  the  hall 
which  has  got  one  coat.   As  the  painting  cannot  be  finished 
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till  the  hall  is  plastered,  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to 
allow  Button  &  Fisher  a  payment  of  thirty  dollars  on  their 
contract 

James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Avery  said  account  of  thirty  dollars  was 
allowed 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  the  amount  of  an  estimate  fo: 
building  a  Bridge  over  the  canal  on   Georgia  Street  to  be 
$335.00 

On  motion  said  report  was  laid  on  the  table 


The  following  report  was  presented 

Indianapolis  Police  Report  beginning, 
ending  Monday  Morning  March  5th  1855 


Monday  Feby  5th, 


Jefferson  Springstean    Served 

Joseph  Colley  Served 

Wm  Robinson  Served 

F  Wright  Served 

A  Scott  Served 

D  Derringer  Served 

D  Anderson  Served 

J  W  Buckhart  Served 

Robert  Johnson  Served 

Jessee  Van  blaricum  Served 

B  Sobaugh  Served 

Wra  McClain  Served 

C  Morgan  Served 

R  Adams  Served 

David  G-ates  Served 

H  Adams  Served 


twenty  six  days 
Twenty  four  days 
twenty  six  days 
twenty  six  days 
twenty  one  days 
twenty  five  days 
Seventeen  &  -|-  days 
twenty  eight  days 
twenty  seven  days 
twenty  five  days 
tv/enty  eight  days 
twenty  seven  days 
tv/enty  eight  days 
Eighteen  days 
Nine  days 
twenty  seven  &  •§•  days 


Jefferson  Springstean 
Capt  of  the  Watch 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
issue  orders  to  the  Watchman  for  said  services 

The  following  report  was  received 

Number  of  arrests  made  by   the  Watchmen  beginning  Monday 
Feby  5th  ending  Monday  March  5th  1855 


For  intoxication 
"   Disturbing  the  peace 
"  Assault  &  Battery 
"  Keeping  disorderly  house 
"   females  for  intoxication 
Whole  number 


40 
P 
2 
1 
2 


62 

Jefferson  Springstean 
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The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council  of • Indianapolis 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Council  I  herewith 
submit  the  following  report  of  fines  paid  during  the  Month  of 
J" any  &  Feby  1855 


Feby 


Fines 
ii 
11 
ii 
ii 

paid 

Replevied 

discharged  3  cases 

Mittimus 

appealed 

|118.00 
38.00 

218.00 
12.50 

Total 

$386.50 

Fines 
ii 
n 
ii 

paid 

Replevied 

Mittimus 

Appeal 

discharged  5  cases  Total 

$  52.00 
24.00 
86.00 
10.00 

n 

$172 

172.00 

$558  50 

Whole 
ii 

number  of  arrests  Jany 
ii      n      ii    Feby 

Total 
James 

90 

56 

146 

McCready 

Mayo 

r\ 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 
Etzel  for  attendance  in  Fraley's  family  20  days 

&  a  suit  of  clothes  destroyed  $  50.00 
T  Bullard  for  Medical  attendance  on  Small  pox 

patients  44.00 

Edwards  &  Copeland  for  Lumber  33.75 

Sheets  &  Bradin  for  Blank  Books  52.00 

John  Kentzel  for  posting  ordinances  .75 

S  Chapman  for  water  boxes  16.50 

Indps  G-  L  &  Coke  Company  for  gas  195.00 

W  Hughley  for  Labor  19.50 

John  Wilson  "    »  3.00 


Total 


3412.50 


Mr  Dunlap  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  the  contract  with 
the  G-ae  Company 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  said  contract,  by  adding,  so  as 
to  bind  said  Company  to  lay  down  pipes  whenever  the  Citizens 
shall  have  erected  posts  on  any  Square. 

Which  amendment  prevailed  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz, 
Colley,  0-owan,  Jones  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert 
&  Trucksess     11 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,  G-raydon  &  Karns     3 


On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  contract  was  referred  back  to 
the  Civil  Engineer 
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Mr  Fletcher  informed  the  Council  that  the  School  Trustees 
have  employed  Mr  Boven  as  Superintendant  of  the  City  Schools 
at  a  salary  of  $400. ,  and  the  Trustees  desire  to  have  the 
fences  around  the  School  lots  built  immediately 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Common  Schools  be 
authorized  to  carry  out  the  general  plans  agreed  upon  by  them 
and  suggested  by  Mr  Fletcher  to  the  Council  this  evening 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,   elson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess.     14 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

On  motion  the  account  of  John  Ash  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  City  Assessor  was  allowed  the 
sum  of  |50  in  advance  as  part  pay  for  making  the  Assessment 
for  1855 

Mr  Trucksess  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  some  suitable  person  be  employed  to  remove 
a.ll  dead  animals  out  side  of  the  City  limits,  and  to  secure 
the  same  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  no  nuisance  whatever 
to  be  paid  such  an  amount  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Common 
Council.   And,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  make  a  contract 
as  above  contemplated  and  report  to  this  Council  at  our  next 
meeting. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Messrs  Trucj£SesSj  Colley  &  Pitts  were  appointed  said  Com- 
mittee 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  hereafter  no  bills  will  be  allowed  for 
attending  on  Small  Pox  cases' or  other  diseases  unless  pre- 
viously ordered  by  the  Council 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson  &  Seibert     10 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Colley,  Pitts  &  Trucksess     3 

Mr  Colley  presented  a  communication  from  several  Hotel 
Keepers  of  the  City  asking  the  Council  to  change  the  ordinance 
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entitled  "An  Ordinance  for  the  protection  of  Travellers, 
and  the  preservation  of  Public  orc'er  at  the  Union  Depot"  v 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  communication  was  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  when  the  Council  adjourns,  it 
adjourns  until  Saturday  evening  next  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  propriety  of  a  change  in  the  ordinance  referred 
to  by  the  Hotel  keepers 

The  application  of  Wm  Caser  to  have  taxes  refunded  was  on 
motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 

Adjourned 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
March  10  1855 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  members  except  Messrs  Boaz  &  Trucksess 

On  motion  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  was  suspended 

Mr  Maguire  from  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the 
following  report 

Mr  President 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  com- 
munication of  Messrs  Little  &  Wiggens  and  other  Hotel  Keepers, 
complaining  of  the  severity  and  oppressive  character  of  the 
Ordinance  for  the  protection  of  travellers  &  c  ordained  and 
established  by  this  Council  on  the  2nd  of  January  last,  have 
had  the  subject  matter  of  the  complaints  set  forth  in  the 
communication  under  consideration,  ana  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  said  Ordinance,  fairly  construed,  is  not  justly  liable  to 
the  objections  set  forth  in  the  said  communication.   The 
object  of  the  Ordinanee,  which  had  been  loudly  called  for  by 
the  travelling  public  and  by  our  citizens  long  before  it  was 
ordained,  was  to  put  a  stop  to  the  noise  and  clamour  which 
occured  on  the  arrival  of  every  train  of  Cars,  to  prevent 
travellers  being  annoyed  by  interested  persons  impertinently 
importuning  them  to  go  to  one  or  another  of  the  hotels,  ant 
to  protect  baggage  from  being  seized  and  held  without  the 
order  or  consent  of  the  owner.   ^t  was  not  intended  to  give 
one  hotel  a  preference  over  another,  nor  to  interfere  at  all 
with  the  destination  of  travellers,  but  on  the  contrary  to 
secure  to  each  traveller  the  right  quietly  and  without 
annoyance  to  choose  his  own  hotel,  and  for  this  purpose  the 
Superintendant  of  the  Union  Railway  Company  is  required  to 
furnish  a  suitable  place  in  their  building  to  be  occupied  by 
porters  of  hotels,  with  suitable  badges,  designating  the 
hotels  to  which  they  belong,  and  authorized  to  receive  baggage 
checks  and  baggage  for  which  such  checks  may  call.   Drivers 
are  also  permitted  oy   the  said  Ordinance  to  "answer  civilly 
any  questions  that  may  be  put  to  them".   It  is  also  made  the 
duty  of  the  Union  Railway  Company  to  provide  a  suitable 
person  or  persons  at  their  doors  or  on  their  plat  forms  to 
direct  passengers  to  the  places  to  which  they  desire  to  go. 
That  there  should  be  some  complaint  of  the  workings  of  this 
as  well  as  of  most  other  Ordinances  is  perfectly  natural  and 
unavoidable;  and  that  it  may  have  been  construed  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Depot  or  by  those  under  his  charge  in  a 
way  that  may  have  seemed  to  those  concerned  to  be  oppressive 
is  not  questioned  by  the  Committee;  but  we  can  and  do  say,  in 
behalf  of  ourselves,  and  of  the  Council,  that  the  Ordinance 
was  passed  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
public  peace  and  protecting  travellers  from  annoyance,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  any  individual  or  of  giving 
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preference  to  any  one  hotel  keeper  over  another,  and  we 
beleive  that  fairly  and  properly  administered  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  effect  the  object  intended.   For  the  purpose  how- 
ever of  carrying  out  what  we  understand  to  be  the  instructions 
of  the  Council,  and  thus  remove  the  complaints  of  the  petition- 
ers, so  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  destroying  the  entire 
object  of  the  Ordinance,  the  Committee  report  the  following 
amendment  to  the  5th  Section  of  the  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  5th  Section  of  an  Ordinance 
entitled  "An  Ordinance  for  the  protection  of  travellers, 
and  the  preservation  of  public  order  at  the  Union  Depot" 
ordained  Jany  2nd  1355 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis:   That  the  5th  Section  of  the  Ordinance  en- 
titled "An  Ordinance  for  the  protection  of  travellers  and  the 
preservation  of  public  order  at  the  Union  Depot"  ordained 
and  established  on  the  2nd  of  Jany  1855,  which  reads  as 
follows  Viz. 

"Sec.5.  The  running  for  and  solicitation  of  passengers 
for  public  houses,  at  and.  about  said  Union  Depot,  either 
by  interference  with  them,  solicitations,  or  importunities, 
or  by  calls  of  the  names  of  said  houses,  in  the  public 
streets  is  declared  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  a  disturbance  of 
the  public  peace,  and  any  person  or  persons  engaging  in  or 
being  guilty  of  the  same  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  be- 
for  the  Mayor,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  three,  nor 
more  than  twenty  dollars,  and  costs  of  prosecution  &  may  be 
imprisoned  &c  &c:  be  amended  to  read  as  follows,  Viz. 

"Sec  5.   The  running  for  and  solicitation  of  passengers 
for  public  houses  at  and  about  said  Union  Depot  either  by- 
interference  with  them,  solicitations  or  importunities  or 
by  noisey  calls  of  names  of  said  houses  in  the  public  streets, 
is  declared  to  be  a  nuisance  and  a  disturbance  of  the  public 
peace,  and  any  person  or  persons  engaging  in  or  being  guilty 
of  the  same,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the  Mayor, 
be  fined  In  any  sum  not  less  than  three  nor  mo ie  than  twenty 
dollars,  and  costs  of  prosecution;  provided  however;  that, 
nothing  in  this  Section  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
drivers  or  porters  authorised  by  the  Second  Section  of  the 
Ordinance  to  which  this  is  an  amendment  from  quietly  and 
pleasantly  and  without  creating  noise  or  disturbance,  direct- 
ing travellers  to  their  respective  omnibuses.   And  provided, 
further,  that,  all  hotel  keepers  who  may  choose  to  do  so 
shall  have  the  right  to  have  a  second  porter  stationed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  their  respective  omnibuses  for  the  purpose 
of  answering  inquiries  that  may  be  made  of  them  by  travellers, 
and  quietly  directing  them  to  the  omnibuses  for  which  they 
may  inquire 

Mr  Jones  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  following  Section 
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Sec  2.   That  the  4th  Section  of  said  Ordinance  which 
reads  as  follows  Viz  Sec  4.   All  private  carriages  and  hacks 
for  the  accommodation  of  passengers,  shall  be  in  like  manner 
under  the  control  of  the  Superintendent,  and  shall  occupy  the 
positions  assigned  them  fronting  the  Depot.   The  drivers 
shall  remain  with  their  carriages,  and  whenever  a  private 
carriage  shall  be  re-quired  by  any  passenger,  the  necessary 
directions  shall  be  given  him  by  the  employee  of  the  Railway 
Company.   Shall  be  amended  to  read  as  follows  Viz. 

Sec  4.   All  private  carriages  and  hacks  for  the  accom- 
modation of  passengers,  shall  be  in  like  manner  under  the 
control  of  the  Superintendent,  and  shall  occupy  the  position 
assigned  them  fronting  the  Depot. 

Which  amendment  was  adopted.   And  by  consent  of  the  Council 
the  following  Section  was  added 

Sec  3.   This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage  and  said  Ordinance  was  ordained 
by  the  following  vote: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson,  Pitts  &  Seibert     12 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referrred  the  case  of  Wm  Cuser 
for  the  payment  of  tax  by  him  which  he  conceives  to  be  unjust 
and  illegal,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  in 
to  the  matter  and  find  that  the  said  Wm  Cuser  did  not  remove 
to  this  City  till  about  the  middle  of  June  last  -  and  in 
consequence  thereof  cannot  be  legally  taxed  -  therefore  we 
recommend  that  the  amount  of  tax  paid  by  him  be  refunded 

L  Dunlap 
Daniel  keeley 
Wm  H  Karns 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Clerk  of  the  City  be  authorized  to 
issue  three  warrants  in  favor  of  James  S.  Athon  and  Thomas  B 
Elliott  for  the  deferred  payments  on  the  property  purchased 
for  Hospital  purposes,  to  wit  -  one  of  $10761 25  bearing  date 
July  1st  1955*,  due  in  Six  Months  -  one  of  $1076.25  from  Jany 
1st  1356  due  in  six  months  -  one  of  $1076.25  from  July  1st 
1856  due  in  Six  months,  -  all  to  bear  interest  from  the  dates 
here  in  named 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
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Colley,  Dunlap,  C-raydon  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire, 
Nelson  &  Seibert     11 

In  the  Negative,  Mr  Pitts     1 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  he  appointed  to  procure  plans 
and  specifications,  for  a  building  to  be  erected  on  the 
property  which  was  recently  purchased  of  Messrs  Athon  &  Elliott, 
to  be  used  as  a  City  Hospital  -  And  that  they  reoort  the  result* 
of  their  inquiries  in  regard  to  it  in  detail,  to  the  Council 
at  their  earliest  convenience 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Go wan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire 
Nelson,  Pitts  and  Seibert     12 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Messrs  Dunlap,  Karns  &  Keeley  were  appointed  said  Committee 

The  accounts  of  E  Thompson  and  Mr  Minick  for  attendance  on 
and  damage  from  cases  of  Small  pox  were  referred  to  a  select 
Committee  consisting  of  Messrs  Jones,  Pitts  &  Seibert 

Mr  Fitts  moved  That  John  Ash  be  allowed  $10  for  attending 
on  John  Moore  two  days. 

Mr  Graydon  moved  to  amend  by  saying  "five  which  motion  did 
not  prevail  and  the  Ayes  &  Noes  being  demanded  on  the 
Original  motion,  said  motion  prevailed  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery 
Colley,  Go wan,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire  &  Pitts     7 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Dunlap,  Graydon,  Jones,  Nelson 
&  Seibert     5 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts,  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed 
to  set  grade  stakes  on  the  South  Side  of  Michigan  between 
Illinois  &  Tennessee  Streets 

Adjourned 
Attest 

James  N  Sweetser 

City  Clerk  James  McCready  Mayor 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
March  19  1855 

The  Council  met  a  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  members  except  Mr  Boaz 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Civil  Engineer  stating  that 
the  Gas  Co  had  refused  to  sign  the  Contract  as  amended  by  the 
Council 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

Mr  Waw            for  Labor  $   3.75 

Hiram  Lewis          "     «  20.75 

W  H  Carle           »    H  10.25 

John  Wilson          "     «      «  5.00 

M  G-  Huey    Rep  chairs  Council  Chamber  1.25 
Weaver  &  Williams  Table  for  Treasurer  office   7.50 

Michael  Raney  Removing  nuisances  1.00 

F  A  Morris         "        »  2.00 

A  G-raydon  &  Son  Hardware  for  Fire  Dept  5.86  57.36 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  the  Mayor  &  Clerk  were  authorized 
to  correct  a  warrant  No  1043  bearing  date  Apl  14  1853  in 
favor  of  Hugh  Slaven 

Mr  Nelson  moved  that  William  Wood  be  allowed  the  balance 
due  him  for  building  the  Cisterns  in  the  1st  &  3d  wards,  and 
the  City  Clerk  be  instructed  to  issue  warrants  therefor  upon 
presentation  to  him  of  a  certificiate  from  the  Civil  Engineer 

An  account  of  Caleb  Scudder  for  issuing  Licenses,  was  on 
motion  of  Mr  Nelson  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts 

Mr  Jones  from  a  Select  Committee  reported  in  favor  of 
allowing  E  Thomson  eighteen  dollars  for  his  attendance  on  a 
Small  pox  patient  at  the  Gait  House 

On  motion  sa.id  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Jones  from  a  Select  Committee  reported  against  allowing 
the  account  of  Mr  Minick 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 

Mr  Trucks ess  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  in  relation  to  nuisances  asked  further  time  to 
report 

By  consent  of  the  Council  further  time  was  given 

A  petition  was  presented  from  property  holders  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Rockwood  &  Farnsworth  Rail  Road  Car  factory 
asking  the  Council  to  have  the  streets  repaired 
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On  motion  of  Mr  Maquire  said  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Civil  Engineer  and  the  City  Attorney 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  the  vote  on  the  resolution  authorizing 
the  City  Clerk  to  issue  warrants  to  Messrs  Athon  &  Elliott  be 
reconsidered 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  all  of  said  resolution  after  the 
resolving  clause  was  stricken  out  and  the  following  amendment 
was  inserted. 

■  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  City  be  authorized  to  pay  to 
James  S  Athon  &  Thomas  B  Elliott  $1076.25,  and  to  issue  three 
warrants  in  favor  of  the  aforesaid  Athon  &  Elliott  for  the 
deferred  payments  on  the  property  purchased  for  Hospital 
purposes,  to  wit,  one  for  $1076.25  due  July  1  1855,  one  for 
$1076.25  due  Jany  1  1856  -  and  one  for  $1076.25  due  July  1st 
1856,  all  of  which  notes  to  bear  Interest  from  the  1st  Jany 
1855 

And  said  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  voted 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maquire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  and  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Gray don  offered  the  following  resolution 
Resolved  That  the  Chief  Fire  Engineer  under  the  direction 
of  the  City  Engineer  is  hereby  directed  to  have  the  side  walk 
in  front  of  the  Invincible  Engine  House  on  New  Jersey  St. 
graded  and  paved  immediately,  and  also  to  place  a  bridge 
©cross  the  gutter  at  the  above  house 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Gray don,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maquire, 
Kelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Truckseso 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  an  appropriation  be  made  to  plank  the 
alley  from  Washington  Street  to  the  Engine  House  of  the 
Western  Liberties  -  the  planking  to  be  ten  feet  in  width  for 
the  purpose  of  easy  access  to  and  from  the  Engine  House 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  Gray don,  Gowan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maquire, 
Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative:  Mr  Dunlap. 

Mr  Gowan  offered  the  following  resolution 
Resolved  That  an  appropiration  be  made  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  house  adjoining  the  Liberties  Engine  House  for 
the  purpose  of  said  Co.  to  hold  their  meetings  in,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  transacting  any  other  affairs  of  the  Company 
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On  motion  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of 
Messrs  Go wan,  Seibert  &  Keeley 

Mr  Karns  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
clean  the  gutters  on  Washington  Street  between  Tennessee  and 
Delaware  Street  so  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit 

Mr  Nelson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  "at  the  expense  of 
the  property  holders." 

Which  motion  prevailed.   And  said  amended  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
Gowan  Keeley,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     7 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Colley,  G-raydon,  Jones  & 
Karns     5 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
plank  the  gutters  on  each  side  of  Illinois  Street  at  the 
crossing  of  Louisiana  Street 

Adopted  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon  Go  wan  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley 
Maguire  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative,  None 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  City  Attorney  be  authorized  to 
assign  a  Judgment  in  favor  of  the  City  against  Albert  E  Jones 
on  Esq  Fishers  Docket,  to  George  McOuat,  on  payment  of  same 
&  costs  by  said  McOuat,  to  the  said  Attorney,  without  re- 
course 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that 
the  removal  of  a  Councilman  from  the  Ward  for  which  he  was 
elected,  and  his  ceasing  to  be  a  resident  of  such  Ward 
operates  as  a  vacation  of  his  office  of  Councilman 

On  motion  said  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee  with  instruction  to  report  an  Ordinance  in  relation 
thereto 

Mr  Nelson  moved  That  Alexander  Wood  be  allowed  $200  for 
eight  months  service  as  Assistant  Engineer  from  Sep  1  1853 
to  May  1  1S54 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  estimate  for  a  bridge  across  the 
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canal  on  Georgia  Street  was  taken  from  the  table;  and.  the 
Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to  advertise  for  proposals  to 
build  said  bridge 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to 
advertise  for  proposals  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  canal  on 
Vermont  Street  and  also  for  a  bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on 
Noble  Street 

On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson  the  contract  with  the  G-as  Company 
was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  without  instructions 

Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  requested  to 
report  an  amendment  to  the  Watch  Ordinance  so  as  to  require 
the  Watchman  to  go  on  duty  at  dark  each  evening  and  remain 
on  duty  untill  day  light  next  morning  of  each  day,  and  also 
provide  for  paying  said  Watchman  one  dollar  and  seventy  five 
cents  for  each  day  so  served  by  them  under  said  amendment. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  to  amend  by  saying  "two  dollars" 


Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  said 
table 


resolution  be  laid  upon  the 


■.i.lch  motion  prevailed  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
Gray  don,  G-owan,  Jones,  Maguire,  Nelson  Seibert  &  Trucksess 
In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Colley,  Karns,  Keeley  & 
Pitts     5 

Adjourned 


Attest 


James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 


James  McCready  Mayor. 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
March  22  1855 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock.  P  M  pursuant  to  call  of  the 
Mayor.   Present  all  the  members  except  Messrs  Seibert  & 
Trucksess 

On  motion  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  preceeding 
meeting  was  suspended 

Mr  Maguire  presented  the  following  ordinance 

An  Ordinance  to  suspend  An  Ordinance  "entitled  "An  Ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  lighting  the  City  with  gas"  ordained 
the  11th  of  December  1854 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis  "That  the  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  lighting  the  City  with  gas"  ordained  and 
established  the  11th  day  of  December  1854,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  suspended  until  the  10th  of  May  next 

Sec  2.   3e  it  further  ordained,  That  the  City  will  not 
be  liable  for  any  expenses  incurred  under  Said  Ordinance 
from  the  time  to  the  period  named  in  the  first  Section  of 
this  Ordinance 

Sec  3.   This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage 

Mr  Gray don  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  until  the  10th  May  next 

%  Colley  moved  to  amend  said  motion  by  saying  "until  next 
meeting1  which  amendment  was  accepted. 

And  said  motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Colley,  C-raydon,  Karns,  &  Keeley     5 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Boaz,  Dunlap,  G-owan,  Jones, 
Maguire,  Ilelson  &  Pitts     7 

Mr      loved  that  the  three  fourth  rule  be  suspended 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 

Dunlap,  Go wan,  Jones,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Pitts     7 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  Colley,  G-reydon,  Karns 

&  Keeley     5 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
March  26th  1355 

The  Council  met  at  3  O'clock  P  M  pursuant  to  the  call  of 
the  Mayor.   Present  the  President  and  all  the  members 

The  following  ordinance  was  presented 

An  Ordinance  to  prevent  the  running  at  large  of  dogs 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis.   That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  owner 
of  any  dog  to  permit  the  same  to  run  at  large  in  any  street, 
alley,  or  commons,  in  the  limits  of  said  City;  unless  such 
owner  shall  provide  a  good  and  substantial  wire  muzzle,-  and 
fasten  the  same  securely  on  such  dog,  so  as  to  prevent  such 
dog  from  biting 

Sec  2.  Any  dog  found  running  at  large  in  any  street, 
alley  or  common  of  said  City,  without  a  muzzle  as  provided 
in  the  1st  Section  of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  forthwith 
killed  and  removed  under  the  direction  of  the  Marshall, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Watchmen,  and  of  such  other  persons  in 
each  Ward  as  the  Marshall  may  employ  to  assist  in  carrying 
out  this  ordinance 

Sec  3.   The  sum  of  fifty  cents  shall  be  allowed  for 
each  dog  so  killed  and  removed,  the  account  to  be  verified 
under  oath  before  allowance  by  the  Common  Council 

Sec  4.   Whereas,  an  emergency  exists  requiring  the 
immediate  taking  effect  of  this  ordinance,  it  is  declared 
that  it  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  as  soon  as  pro- 
clamation is  made  thereof;  and  it  shall  be  posted  in  five 
public  places  in  each  ward  of  the  City,  as  provided  in  the 
39th  Section  of  the  City  Charter. 

On  motion  the  rule  requiring  the  concurrence  of  three 
fourths  of  the  Members  elect,  to  the  passage  of  an  ordinance 
on  the  day  of  its  presentation,  was  suspended  by  the  follow- 
ing vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess. 

And  said  ordinance  was  ordained  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the. Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     13 
In  the  Negative,  None 

Mr  Dunlap  presented  petitions  from  Messrs  Gaston  &  Ellis 
in  relation  to  excessive  valuation  of  property 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
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Finance  Committee 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  that  the  resolution  authorizing  the  City 
Treasurer  to  issue  warrants  to  Messrs  Athon  &   Elliott  for 
Hospital  ground  purchased  from  them,  be  amended  striking  out 
"Treasurer"  and  inserting  City  Clerk 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  account  was  presented  and  allowed 

Stewart  &  Bowen  for  Sand,  paper  &  pens  $4.70 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

The  undersigned  property  holders  on  the  South  Side  of 
Maryland  Street  between  Meridian  and  Illinois  Streets 
would  respectfully  pray  your  honorable  body  to  direct,  that 
the  side  walk  on  the  South  Side  of  Maryland  Street  between 
Meridian  and  Illinois  Streets  be  graded  and  paved 

And  they  further  pray  that  the  gutter  along  the  border 
of  said  pavement  be  properly  levelled  and  constructed  by  the 
City 

•  •  .•*.'.  Jas  'Hall  **  72  feet  front 
M  Horth      45^-   "      » 
::•    ■  •  ,'  J  :T   Ramsey  "56    "      " 
S  T  S-Ulett,  101J   "     " 

In  behalf  of  Baptist  Church)  Lewis  *,!oxs  104   " " 

373f 

On  motion  of  Mr  Gray don  said  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Civil  Engineer  to  advertise  for  proposals  to  do  said  work; 
if  the  proper  number  of  feet  was  represented 

Adjourned 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor. 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
April  2nd  1355 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  members 

The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  to  the  Council 
that  eleven  posts  with  lamps,  and  four  posts,  have  been 
erected  on  Pennsylvania  Street  between  Washington  and  North 
Street,  during  the  month  of  March  last,  agreeably  to  the 
ordinance  for  lighting  the  City 

James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

The  following  report  was  presented 

The  undersigned  submits  the  following  estimate  for 
grading  and  planking  Ash  and  Elm  Streets,  at  crossing  of  the 
Bellefontaine  Rail  Road  Track  or  Curve  Street  Viz 

45  Cubic  yards  of  filling  on  Ash  Street,  at 
crossing  of  Curve  Street,  at  25  cents  $11.25 

225  ft  of  planking  at  crossing  of  Rail  Road 
track,  at  $1.37^  3.10 

15  Cubic  yards  of  filling  on  Oak  Street,  at 
crossing  of  Curve  Street  3.75 

450  feet  of  planking  at  crossing  of  Rail  road 
track,  at  1.37|  6  18 

124728 
James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Avery  the  Street  Commissioner  was  in- 
structed to  have  said  streets  repaired  under  the  direction 
of  the  Civil  Engineer. 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  proposals  to  build  a  Bridge 
across  Pogues  Run  on  Noble  Street,  one  across  the  Canal  on 
G-eorgia  Street,  and  one  across  the  Canal  on  Vermont. 

Allen  Wilson  proposed  to  build  the  Bridge  across  Pogues 

Run  for  $395.00,  the  Bridge  over  the  Canal  on  Vermont 

Street  for  $299.00,  and  the  Bridge  across  the  Canal  on 
Georgia  Street  for  $275.00     All  paid 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  the  contract  for  building  said 
bridges  be  awarded  to  Allen  Wilson 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  Treasurers  Monthly  report  was  presented  and  on  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Clerk  for  examination 
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The  following  report  was  presented 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  monthly  account 
of  the  Treasurer,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  same  and  found  it  correct 

Jas  N  Sweets er  City  Clerk 
James  McCready  Mayor 

The  Captain  of  the  Watch  reported  the  number  of  arrests 
since  March  5th  to  be  fifty  seven  (57) 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Police  report  beginning  March  5th  ending  Monday  morning 
April  2nd  1855* 

Jefferson  Springstean  Served  twenty  Six  days      §  45.50 

Joseph  Colley  Served  twenty  days  30.00 

Wm  Robinson  Served  eighteen  and  \   days  27.75 

Francis  Wright  Served  twenty  seven  days  40.50 

Amos  Scott  Served  twenty  seven  days  40.50 

D  Dearinger  Served  twenty  five  days  37.50 

D  Anderson  Served  twenty  one  &  \   days  32.25 

J  W  Burkheart  Served  twenty  eight  days  42.00 

R  Johnson  Served  twenty  two  days  33.25 

Jessee  Vanblaricum  Served  twenty  &  \   days  30.75 

BenJ  Sobaugh  Served  twenty  seven  J-  days  41.25 

Wm  McClain  Served  twenty  eight  days  42.00 

Cal  Morgan  Served  twenty  seven  h   days  41.25 

Reuben  Adams  Served  eighteen  k   days  27.75 

H  Adams  Served  twenty  seven  days  40.50 

Jefferson  Springstean 
Capt  of  Watch 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  City  Clerk  was  instructed  to 
issue  warrants  for  said  services. 

The  following  report  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  following  is  a  list  of  cases  disposed  of  since  my 
last  report 

By  Cash  received  for  fines     %   35.00 
M   Mittimus  162.00 

"   Reolevy  25.00 


$272.00 


Appeal  1  case 
Discharged  7  case 
No  of  cases   69 

James  McC ready 
Apl  2nd  1855  Mayor 
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The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council 

The  undersigned  committee  of  Finance  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  John  M  Gaston  and  E  W  H  Ellis  asking  a  re- 
duction of  their  taxes,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  report  that  beleiving  that  the  scale  of  taxable  property 
as  adopted  by  the  assessor  is  evidently  too  high,  yet  we  do 
not  find  the  property  of  the  aforesaid  petitioners  valued 
above  others,  therefore  v/e  recommend  to  the  Council  that  the 
petitioners  request  be  not  granted 

L  Dunlap    )  Cora 
Daniel  Keely) 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 


F  A  Morris 
Accounts  W  S  Hubbard, 

J  S  Dunlap 
Wm  Sheets 


S  M  Seibert 

Wm  Hani  in 
Sheets  &  Braden 
H  S  Kellogg 

John  Mo f fit 


Removing  Nuisances       ■ 

Rent  of  Relief  Engine 

House 

Rent  of  Council  Chamber 

G-raveling  Washington 

Street  between  Tennessee 

Street  &  the  Carnal 

Repairing  tools  for  St 

Commissioners 

Stone  for  Cisterns 

Blank  Tax  Recpts  (1853) 

Hardware 

Taking  care  of  Town  Clock 

6  months 

Labor 

N 


2  00 


Hiram  Lewis 

Wm  H  Carle 

Mr  Vaugh 

Pat  Sullivan 

V  Butch 

M.  Morris 

An  account  of  Wm  Sheets  of  $23.20  for  Blank  Books 
was  presented 


it 

N 

G-ravel 
ii 


50 
45 


.00 
.00 


449.95 


16 

54 
U 

25 

7 
8 
1 

5 
3 
6 


.65 
.00 
.00 
.00 

.00 
.50 
.75 
.25 

.25 

.00 

.25 


On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  said  account  was  allowed,  if  upon 
examination  by  the  proper  officers  it  was  found  to  be  correct, 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  the  consideration  of  accounts  for 
the  killing  of  dogs  was  deferred  until  next  meeting 

The  following  report  was  presented 


To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
building  an  addition  to  the  Western  Liberty  Engine  House, 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  recommend  that  an  addition  thereto  should  be 
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"built  of  the  following  size.   A  room  16  x  20  feet,  and  that  it 
shall  be  subject  to  the  superintendance  of  the  Civil  Engineer 
during  construction 

Canada  Go wan  ) 

H  Seibert     )  Com 

Daniel  Keeley  ) 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed 
to  advertise  for  proposals  to  build  said  addition,  to  the 
Engine  house 

Mr  Trucksess  presented  an  agreement  with  Mr  Bartelermeus  in 
reference  to  removing  nuisances. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  said  agreement  was  laid  on  the  table 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council 

Gentleman  when  I  graded  New  York  between  New  Jersey  & 
Alabama  Streets  the  property  holders  all  paid,  but  for  grading 
the  Alleys  &  Crossings  for  which  I  have  never  received  any  pay 
from  the  City.  Mr  Woods  made  an  estimate  of  the  work  which  I 
left  with  Mr  Shortrige,  which  he  says  he  never  received,  the 
amt  was  twelve  dollars  &  57  cents 
($12.57) 

Respectfully 
Hugh  Slaven 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  said  account  was  allowed,  provided 
it  has  not  been  issued 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis.  Gent. 

We  the  undersigned  owners  of  the  Lots  on  Market  Street 
between  New  Jersey  &  East  Streets  would  pray  your  honors  to 
have  that  part  of  Market  Street  graded  and  gravelled  and  Side 
walks  graded  and  paved  and  we  will  each  pay  for  the  same  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  feet  of  ground  we  own  on  said 
Market  Street  as  aforesaid 


Ira  Thayer 
John  Little 
S  Doughty 
William  Wood 
John  J  Gates 
J  Harvey 
D  Munson 
J  Pleasants 
F  Foltz 
Geo  Long 
E  Plummer 
T  Georg  Brown 


66  2/3  feet 
66  2/3 
37§ 
66  2/3 

30 
32 
32 
32 
32 

32 
32 
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K  Ballman 

by  T  Dormer  32  feet 

On  motion  of  Mr  Karns  said  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Civil  Engineer  with  instructions  to  advertise  for  proposals 
to  do  said  work,  if  the  signatures  are-  proper 

The  following  petition  was  presented 

To  the  Mayor  &  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  desirous  of  changing  the  location  of  a 
frame  carpenter  shop  now  occupied  by  them,  respectfully  ask 
yourhonorable  body  to  grant  them  permission  to  locate  it  on 
Lot  No  4  in  Square  No  57.  Said  Lot  being  within  the  bound- 
aries wherein  the  erection  of  frame  buildings  is  prohibited 
oy   ordinance 

McCord  &  Wheatly 
On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  said  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  instructions  to  report  an 
ordinance  in  relation  to  the  subject 

To  the  following  petition  &  accounts  was  presented 

City  Council 

To  A  F  Short rige   Dr 
Gas.   For  Cash  paid  to  D  S  Beaty  Treas.  of  the  Gas  Light  & 
Coke  Co  amounting  to  $158.00 

April  1854 

The  above  bill  was  paid  for  G-as  posts  and  fixtures  on  the- 
North  &  South  Side  of  Washington  Street  between  Illinois  & 
Tennessee  Street  which  the  undersigned  could  not  collect 
after  the  City  Attorney  made  his  decision  for  the  payment  of 
the  funds. 

A  F  Shortrige 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  to  lay  said  account  on  the  table 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr  Colley  said  account  was  allowed 

$23.03.   On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson  the  Civil  Engineer  was  in- 
structed to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  on  New  York 
between  Illinois  &  Meridian  Streets,  and  that  the  City  Clerk 
be  authorized  to  issue  warrants  for  the  amount  due  from  the 
City,  for  said  work. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  City  Attorney  was  instructed 
to  bring  suit  against  those  persons  who  have  refused  to  pay 
for  gas  Lamps  &  posts,  if  in  his  opinion  the  City  can  recover. 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  the  City  Engineer  is  hereby  authorized 
to  set  grade  stakes  for  the  Side  walk  on  the  South  &  west 
Side  of  Lot  No  (1)  Square  (15) 
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Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  an  ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
amending  "An  ordinance  Authorizing  the  Evansville,  Indianapolis 
and  Cleveland  straight  line  Rail  Road  Company  to  construct 
a  track  through  the  City  of  Indianapolis  and  prescribing  the 
terms  thereof"  be  taken  from  the  table 

Which  motion  prevailed 

And  the  question  being  shall  the  ordinance,  said  ordinance 
was  not  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Dunlap,  Gray don,  Keeley,  Maguire,  &  Nelson     6 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley,  G-ov/an,  Jones,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess     7 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  this  Council  now  proceed  to  appoint  two 
judges  and  one  inspector  for  each  ward,  and  that  the  Clerk 
cause  the  proper  notice  of  the  City  election  to  be  made 
according  to  the  City  Charter,  designating  the  usual  places 
of  opening  each  poll  and  furnish  each  Inspector  with  a  ballot 
box 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Dunlap,  Graydon,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts, 
Seibert  &  Trucksess     11 

In  the  Negative  Messrs  Avery  &  Colley     2 


The  following  persons  were  appointed  Judges  &  Inspectors 
1st  Ward. 
2nd  Ward. 


Inspector. 

Judges. 

Inspector. 

Judges. 
3d  Ward.   Inspector. 

Judges. 
4th  Ward.   Inspector. 

Judges 
5th  Ward.   Inspector. 

Judges. 
6th  Ward.   Inspector. 

Judges. 
7th  Ward.   Inspector 

Judges 


Thos  E  Eolbrook. 

William  Keeley  &  George  McOuat 

John  Coburn 

W  H  Lingenfelter  &  A  W  Jenkins 

N  Hayden 

John  Charles  8c   Archibold  Lingenfelter 

Thomas  McClamrock 

John  Carlisle  &  David  Kemp 

George  Espy 

Thomas  Gott  8c   John  P  Merkel 

J  H'Vagen 

John  D  Defre.es  &  Nixon  Hughes 

Charles  Secrest 

Wm  Wingate  8c   G  W  Buchanan 


Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  Gas  Ordinance  be  taken  from  the 
table 

Mr  G-raydon  moved  That  the  C0uncil  adjourn 

Mr  Colley  moved  to  amend  by  saying  until  Monday  evening 
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next,  which  amendment  was  accepted,  and  said  motion  did  not 
prevail  upon  a  rising  vote  5  members  were  in  the  Affirmative 
&  5  in  the  Negative,  and  the  Mayor  cast  his  vote  in  the 
Negative 

Mr  Maguire  presented  an  ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
to  repeal  An  Ordinance  relative  to  lighting  the  City  with  G-as" 
which  on  motion  was  read  a  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table 

On  motion  of  Mr  Colley  the  Council  adjourned  until  next 
Monday  evening  and  the  G-as  ordinances  were  made  the  special 
order  of  the  evening 

Adjourned 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor. 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
April  9  1855 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  all  the  members 
except  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr  Dunlap  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  Pro  Tern 

On  motion  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceeding 
meeting  was  suspended 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

Jas  N  Sweetser  for  charges  pd  on  Hose  from  Phila   $  15.97 
John  Agnue  for  Hose  Screws  &  pipe  (due  June  24 

1355  837,50 

C  J  Slingluff  Bal  due  on  South  Market  House  for 

Paving  &  Curbing  91.80 

$945.27 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  C  Scudder  account  for  issueing  Licenses 
be  allowed  provided  that  it  has  been  retained 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Keeley  Wm  H  K  Palmer  was  appointed  Inspector 
for  the  1st  Ward  in  place  of  Mr  Holbrook  resigned 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  Henry  3  Rockey  was  appointed  Judge  of 
election  for  the  4th  Ward  in  place  of  John  Carlisle  resigned 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  open 
the  gutter  opposite  Block  No  71  in  Maryland  Street,  so  that 
the  water  may  run  into  the  canal 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley 
Dunlap,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &  Trucksess 

In  the  Negative  -  None 

Mr  Maguire  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
clean  the  Culvert  on  Washington  Street  at  the  crossing  of 
Illinois  Street,  so  that  the  water  may  flow  through  it 

Adopted  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz,  Colley, 
Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts,  Seibert  &   Trucksess 
In  the  Negative,  None 


436 


Mr  Trucksess  moved  That  the  estimate  for  planting  trees 
on  Kentucky  Avenue  be  taken  from  the  table 

Which  motion  prevailed.   And  on  motion  said  estimate  was 
laid  on  the  table  until  next  meeting 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed 
to  report  the  condition  of  the  Cistern,  to  the  Council  at  the 
next  meeting 

On  motion  of  Mr  Seibert  the  Council  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Watchman  for  the  7th  Ward  to  take  effect  upon 
the  resignation  of  Reuben  Adams 

G-eorge  Owens  was  elected  watchman  for  the  7th  Ward 

Adjourned 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor. 

James  N  Sweetser 
City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
April  16  1355 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  the  Mayor  and 
all  the  members  except  Mr  Colley 

On  motion  of  Mr  G-owan  the  vote  on  the  Ordinance  in  relation 
Ev.  Indpls  &  Cleveland  R  R  Co  was  reconsidered 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  Mr  0  H  Smith  addressed  the  Council 
in  relation  to  said  Ordinance 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  to  lay  said  Ordinance  on  the  table 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 

Dunlap,  Jones,  Keeley,  Seibert  &  Trucksess     6 

In  the  Negative  -  Messrs  Avery,  G-raydon,  Karns,  Maguire, 

Nelson,  Pitts  &   the  Mayor     7 

And  the  question  being  shall  the  Ordinance  pass?  the  follow- 
ing ordinance  entitled 

An  Ordinance 

Amending  "An  Ordinance  authorizing  the  Evans ville  Indian- 
apolis and  Cleveland  Straight  line  Railroad  Company  to  con- 
struct a  track  through  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  and  prescrib- 
ing the  terms  thereof,  passed  July  11th  1353" 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  that  the  first  Section  of  the  Ordinance  of 
which  this  is  an  amendment  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed, 
and  in  lieu  of  said  Section,  and  as  a  part  of  said  Ordinance, 

Sec  2.   Be  it  ordained  D'j   the  Common  Council  of  the.  City 
of  Indianapolis,  that  the  Evansville   Indianapolis  and  Cleve- 
land Straight  line  Railroad  Company  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  construct  their  said  railroad  within  the  limits 
of  the  City  of  Indianapolis  upon  the  following  route  and 
width,  that  is  to  say,  commencing  on  the  Union  track  within 
one  hundred  feet  of  Meridian  Street,  at  the  South  end  of  the 
Union  passenger  Depot,  running  thence  South  West  across  and 
upon  Meridian,  Depot,  and  South  Streets  and  the  intermediate 
Alleys,  twenty  five  feet  in  width,  to  the  East  half  of  block 
numbered  fifteen  (15) ,  the  freight  depot  grounds  of  said 
railroad  Company,  thence  from  the  South  end  of  said  Depot 
grounds,  South  eighty  feet  in  width  across  and  upon  Merrill 
Street  and  the  intermediate  alleys,  to  the  West  side  of  the 
Bluff  road  near  the  Junction  of  Meridian  and  Illinois  Streets, 
thence  upon  the  West  side  of  the  Bluff  road  twenty  five  feet 
in  width  to  the  South  line  of  the  corporation  of  the  City  of 
Indianaoolis 
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Sec  3.   This  Ordinance  shall  be  i n  force  so  soon  as  the 
Company  shall  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  4th  Section 
of  "the  Ordinance  to  which  this  is  an  amendment 

Was  ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
G-raydon,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson  &  Trucks  ess     7 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  3oaz,  Dunlap,  Jones,  Pitts  & 
Seibert     5 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  that  the  petition  for  grading 
Market  between  New  Jersey  &  East  Street,  does  not  contain 
two  thirds  of  the  number  of  feet  on  said  Square 

The  Civil  Engineer  reported  a  plan  and  specification  for 
an  addition  to  the  Western  Liberty  Engine  House 

Mr  Wilson  proposed  to  build  said  addition  for  $134 

W  H  Karns  proposed  to  build  said  addition  for  $130 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  said  contract  was  awarded  to  Wm  H 
Karns 

The  following  reports  were  received 

The  undersigned  respectfully  report  to  the  C0uncil,  that 
there  are  seven  cisterns  under  contract  to  Sylranus  Scofield, 
four  of  which  have  been  built,  and  three  remain  undone.   One 
of  the  Cisterns  built  is  at  the  corner  of  Market  and  Pennsyl- 
vania Street  -  one  at  the  State  Branch  Bank  -  one  at  the 
corner  of  New  Jersey  Street  -  and  one  at  the  corner  of 
Alabama  &  Merrill  Street.   The  Contract  &  Bond  of  Sylranus 
Scofield  are  herewith  submitted 

James  Wood 

Civil  Engineer  , 

To  the  President  &  Members  of  the  City  Council 

The  following  is  the  condition  of  the  Cisterns  at  the 
present  time.   The  Cisterns  are  ail  in  good  order  excepting 
the  one  at  the  corner  of  Merrill  &  Alabama  Street  which  is 
six  feet  too  low,  and  the  one  at  the  corner  of  Ohio  and 
Meridian  Streets  as  you  will  find  in  my  last  report.   I 
found  some  of  the  pumps  out  of  order  which  I  have  ordered  to 
be  repaired.   I  have  ordered  the  castings  for  the  three  re- 
maining cisterns  that  is  under  contract.   The  new  hose  that 
was  ordered  by  the  City  has  been  received  and  tried  by  the 
different  Companies  and  found  good  and  in  good,  order  now. 
The  Fire  Companies  are  in  a  healthy  condition  and.  in  good 
order 

J  B  Fitler 

Chief  Engineer 

On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  Mr  Scofields  contract  was  referred  to 
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the  City  Attorney,  the  Civil  Engineer  &  the  Comrr.ittee  on 
Cisterns 

Mr  Maguire  presented  the  following.  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  An  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
to  .,  re  vent  the  running  at  large  of  dogs"  ordained  March  26, 
1855 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis.   That  the  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
to  prevent  the  running  at  large  of  dogs,"  ordained  March  26 
1855,  he  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed 

Sec  2.   This  Ordinance  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Mr  Dun lap  moved  That  the  three- fourth  rule  be  suspended 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Dunlap,  & ray don,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson  &   Trucksess     7 
In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Boaz,  Jones,  Earns  &  Pitts   4 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  S  E  Perkins  be  allowed  to  take  off 
and  use  a  few  inches  of  soil  from  the  side  walk  in  front  of 
his  lot  on  New  York  Street  and  replace  the  same  ^oy   gravel  all 
at  his  own  expense 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 
Gas  Light  &  Coke  Co 

Elder  &  Harkness 
Indianapolis  Coal  Co 
James  Kirlin 

Geo  W  Pitts 

James  Wood 
James  Wood 
James  Wood 
Richard  Weeks 
Wm  Keeley 

Jacob  Bisbing 

F  A  Morris 

A  J  Winchell 

A  J  Winchell 

James  Willis 

Jacob  Bisbing 

Jacob  Bisbing  &  G  Anderson 


Furnishing  gas  to 

Street 

Lamps  &  c 

$110.77 

Printing 

37.50 

Coal  for  Mayors  o 

ffice 

7.00 

Goods  &  c   Small  pox 

case 

2.16 

Gravel 

4.00 

Rent  of  office 

40.00 

Fuel       " 

10.00 

Stationary   " 

10.00 

Labor 

14.50 

Pavement  in  front 

of 

Invincible  Eng  house 

24.90 

Removing  nuisance 

2.00 

ii           ii 

9.50 

ii           n 

1.00 

Killing  dogs 

3.00 

11            H 

4.50 

II           11 

3  00 

II           M 

8,50 

$286  33 
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On  motion  of  Mr  Gray don  the  account  of  Mr  Minick  for  fur- 
niture destroyed  on  account  of  Small  pox,  was  laid  on  the 
table 

The  accounts  certified  by  the  Street  Commissioner  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  claims 

$24  pd  On  motion  of  Mr  Pitts  the  Clerk  was  authorized  to 
issue  a  warrant  to  Mr  Seibert  for  services  as  Councilman  to 
date 

$62.75  On  motion  of  Mr  Nelson,  the  Civil  Engineer  was  in- 
structed to  make  an  estimate  of  the  work  done  at  South  Market 
House  by  Mr  Vaile  and  the  City  Clerk  was  directed  to  issue 
warrants  according  to  contract 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  City  Clerk  was  directed  to 
issue  warrants  to  Mr  Harbison  for  gravelling  the  East  Market 
Square  according  to  contract 

Mr  Karns  moved  That  G  M  G-ilmore  be  permitted  to  put  a 
pump  in  one  of  the  public  wells  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chief  Fire  Engineer 

Which  motion  prevailed 

$50  pd  Mr  Jones  moved  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized 
to  draw  an  order  for  $50  in  favor  of  John  G  Waters  to  be 
applied  on  his  Salary  as  City  Assessor 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Avery  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  with  the  assistance  of  the  City  Engineer,  to  make 
out  a  statement  of  the  number  and  position  of  the  Gas  Lamp 
posts  and  lanterns  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis;  which  have 
not  been  paid  for  by  the  property  owners  as  required  by  the 
various  ordinances  on  the  subject  of  Gas;  and  the  said  City 
Treasurer  is  thereupon  directed  to  notify  the  Gas  Company 
that  the  City  will  not  pay  for  the  Gas  for  said  lamp  posts  ■ 
and  lanterns,  nor  for  lighting  or  extinguishing  the  same 

Adopted  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Dun lap,  Graydon,  Karns,  Keeley,  Nelson  Pitts  & 
Trucksess     9 

In  the  Negative,  Mr  Jones 

On  motion,  the  resignation  of  Mr  Robinson  as  Watchmen  for 
the  1st  Ward  was  received,  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an 
election  to  fill  said  vacancy 

Nathaniel  Greer  was  elected  a  Watchman  for  the  1st  Ward 
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A  petition  was  presented  from  Mr  Shortrige  City  Treasurer 
asking  the  Council  to  allow  him  five  per  centum  on  the  amount 
of  revenue  collected,  and  disbursed  by  him 

Mr  Pitts  moved  That  said  sum  of  five  per  centum  be  allowed 
A  F  Shortrige 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Maguire  the  Committee  on  Finance  was  in- 
structed to  settle  with  the  City  Treasurer 

$69.92  The  Civil  Engineer  was  instructed  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  work  done  around  the  East  Market  House,  and 
the  Clerk  directed  to  issue  warrants  on  presentation  of 
said  estimate 

Adjourned 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser  James  McCready  Mayor. 

City  Clerk 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
April  25th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.  upon  call  of  the  Mayor 

Present  all  the  members  except  Messrs  Seibert,  Karns  and 
the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr  G-raydon  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

Mr-  Maguire  moved  That  the  Council  adjourn. 

Lch  motion  did  not  prevail 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  property  owners,  asking 
the  Council  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  authorizing  the  Evansvill 
Indianapolis  and  Cleveland  R.  R  Co  to  occupy  the  Bluff  Road. 

On  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr  3oaz  presented  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance  to 
repeal  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance  amending  an 
Ordinance  authorizing  the  Evansville  Indianapolis  and  Cleve- 
land Straight  Line  Rail  Road  Company  to  construct  a  track 
through  the  City  of  Indianapolis  and  prescribing  the  terms 
thereof"  passed  April  16  1855 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Rules  be  suspended 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Go  wan,  Jones,  Keeley,  &  Pitts     7 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  G-raydon,  Maguire,  Nelson 
&  Trucksess     5 

On  motion  of  Mr  Keeley,  Messrs  Shoppenhorst  &  Dustman 
were  permitted  to  dig  a  well  in  front  of  their  property  on 
Washington  Street,  under  the  direction  of  the  Civil  Engineer. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  the  account  of  Mr  Minick  was  taken 
from  the  table 

Mr  Dunlap  moved  That  the  Marshall  &   City  Clerk  be  directed 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  bed  &  bedding  destroyed  by  Mr 
Minick  and  re:  ort  the  same  to  the  Council 

Which  motion  prevailed 

On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap,  the  Clerk  was  aaced  to  the  Finance 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  settling  accounts  with  the 
Treasurer 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 
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BenJ  Pilbeand  for  killing  dogs  5.35 

Joseph  Belt  "      »       "  •       4.75 

Wm  Britney  "  provisions  for  Small  pox  patients   5.05 

Benj  Pilbean  »    »         "     "  "   5  .JO, 


Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Hesolved  That  the  Marshall  is  hereby  requested  to 
employ  some  suitable  person  to  attend  upon  a  Mr  Willis  who  has 
the  Small  Pox  and  provide  articles  necessary  for  the  family 
during  his  illness  &  also  put  up  the  proper  sign  so  that  the 
public  may  have  sufficient  notice  as  to  where  the  Small  Pox 
exists.   (This  case  is  on  Indiana  Avenue  in  one  of  the  Houses 
where  it  existed  last  "winter. 

Adopted  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  -  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  G-raydon,  Gowan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson, 
Pitts  &  Trucksess     11 

In  the  Negative  -  Mr  Dunlep 

On  motion  of  Mr  Jones  the  Street  Commissioner  was  instruct- 
ed to  clean  the  gutter  on  the  West  side  of  Illinois  South  of 
Washington  Street,  immediately 

For  the  purpose  of  fair  discussion,  about  the  occupation 
of  the  Bluff  Road  by  E.  I.  &  C  R  R  Co 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  the  vote  on  the  Suspension  of  the 
three  fourth  rule,  be  Reconsidered 

Which  motion  prevailed 

Mr  Maguire  moved  That  said  Ordinance  be  laid  on  the  table 
until  Saturday  evening  next 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail,  and  the  question  being  shall 
the  Ordinance  pass,  the  following  Ordinance,  entitled  " 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
amending  An  Ordinance  authorizing  the  Evansville,  Indianapolis 
and  Cleveland  Straight  Line  Railroad  Company  to  construct  a 
track  through  the  City  of  Indianapolis  and  prescribing  the 
terms  thereof"  passed  April  16  1855 

Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,   That  an  Ordinance  passed  April  16th  1855 
entitled  "An  Ordinance  amending  An  Ordinance  authorizing  the 
Evansville  Indianapolis  and  Cleveland  Straight  Line  Railroad 
Company  to  construct  a  track  through  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
and  prescribing  the  terms  thereof"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed 

Sec  2.   This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
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from  and  after  its  passage 

Was  ordained  by  the  following  Vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Colley,  Dunlap,  Go wan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Pitts  &   Truxsess 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Graydon,  Maguire  &  Nelson 
4 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned  until  Saturday  evening 
next 

Attest 

James  N  Sweetser 

City  Clerk  James  McC ready  Mayor. 


Common  Council  Chamber 
April  28  1855 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P  M.   Present  ail  the  Members 
except  Mr  Seibert  and  the  Mayor 

On  motion  Mr  Maguire  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  his 
seat  as  President  pro  tern 

The  following  reports  were  received  and  ordered  to  be 
published 

City  Clerks  Report 

General  Fund 
1854  Apl  1  Receipts  Expenditures 

In  Treasury         $  2525.65  Street  Improvement  $  1206.46 

Licenses  and  Fines     1147.77  General  Expenses  393.30 

Markets               572.64  Town  Clock  275.50 

Incidental  receipts     211.10  Lumber  214.04 

Tax  Collections       27196.68  Rent  427.60 

Total               $31653.84  Bridges  896.10 

Printing  676.71 
Election  Expenses  78.00 
Specific  Appropri- 
ations 196.47 
Pumps  &  Wells  281.34 
Fire  Department  5022. 50 
Removing  Nuisances  19.50 
Stationary  90.05 
Cisterns  2257.50 
Labor  1757.36 
Market  Houses  1156.47 
Small  Pox  176.49 
Gas  195.00 
Salaries  (including 
Watch)  11,275.70 
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Apl  1st  1855 
Indebtedness 


521.07 
$32521.07 


Treasurers  per- 
centage 
Interest  on  orders 

Hospital  Block 


1359.83 

260.40 

4505>Q0 

$33521.07 


James  N  Sweet ser 
City  Clerk 


City  Clerks  Report 


School  Fund 
1854  Receipts 

Apl  1st  In  Treasury  $  6416.62 
Tax  Col- 
lections 11989  18 
State  Fund  236.90 
Rents  &  Trans- 
fers 10.61 
118653.31 


Expenditures 
General  Expenses 
Lumber 
Furniture 
Trustees  &  Sec*y 
Salaries 
Repairs 
Fuel 

Printing 
Rent 

Imp  2nd  Ward 
School  house  &  bal, 
pd  for  Lot 
Teachers  Salaries 
Treasurers  per- 
centage 


169 
536 

271 

176 

192 

34 


.41 
.39 
.81 

.00 
.90 
.32 
.70 
.85 


1536, 
7210, 


Apl  1st  1855  Balance  in  Treasury 
sub.lect  to  warrant 


_626 
|11776 


76 

06 

.78 


.98 


$6876.33 
James  N  S  weets 
City  Clerk 


er 


Treasurers  Annual  Report  of 

In  Treasury  $  5880.91 
Assessments  on 

Duplicate  31208.71 
Delinquent  List  1816.08 
Treasurers  Assess- 
ment 27.08 
Licenses  Received  639.00 
Mayors  Fines  508.77 
Market  Receipts  572.64 
Recepts  on  Delin- 
quent List  (1853)  729.60 
Hogs  54  10 
St  Imp  157.00 
fil593.89 


Indianapolis  April  1st  1855 


General  Fund 
Delinquent  Taxes   $  6443.96 
Illegal  Assessment    140  83 
Street  Scrip  Re- 
deemed 729.60 
Interest  on  orders    260.40 
Rent  281.50 
Specific  Allow- 
ances              8164.10 
Weights  &  Measures     75.50 
Officers  Salaries 
&  V«ratchmans  pay     11,319  05 
Election  Expenses      75.87 
License  Refunded      135.25 
Labor  on  Streets     3497.85 
Treasurers  per- 
centage            1559.33 
Balance  in  Treasury  6297  09 
$41593.89 
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A  F  Short ridge 
City  Treasurer 

Treasurers  Annual  Report 
1854  School  Fund 

Amt  in  Treasury      $  6,785.81  By  Delinquents     $  3281.27 

Assessment  of 

Duplicate  14,958.08  Illegal  Assessment     90.95 

Delinquents 

Duplicate  606.00  Orders  redeemed  & 

Collection  of  Delin-  paid  in  13,989.18 

quent  taxs  "53  335  20  Treasurer's  Per- 

Bal  of  allowance  centage  626.78 

State  Tax  236.90  Amt  in  Treasury      6950.95 

Treasurer's  Assessment     6.53  f 22939. 13 

Rec'd  from  Wm  Jones 

for  Rent  2.00 

John  Hay        5.00 

J  W.  Barn- 

acloe  3.61 

|22  939.13 

Indianapolis  April  1st  1855 

*447.   On  motion  of  Mr  G-raydon  the  City  Clerk  was  authorized 
to  issue  warrants  to  the  Councilmen  next  week 

Mr  Avery  moved  That  the  Lamp  post  erected  at  the  North 
East  corner  of  Alabama  &  Washington  be  adopted  &  Lighted  at 
the  expense  of  the  City 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr  Colley  moved  That  the  Gas  post  erected  at  the  corner 
of  Washington  &  New  Jersey  Street  be  adopted  &  Lighted  at  the 
expense  of  the  City 

Which  motion  prevailed 

The  following  report  was  presented 

To  the  Mayor  &  Council 

The  undersigned  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
accounts  certified  by  the  Street  Commissioner,  report  that 
they  are  satisfied  said  accounts  are  just  and  reccommend  their 
allowance 

W  H  Karns)  c 
W  Boaz   } 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in 


The  following  accounts  were  allowed 
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Wra  H  Carle     for  Labor 

Hiram  Lev/ is         " 

John  Wilson 

Michael  0  'Connel 

Patrick  Griffin 

Milton  Woodruff 

Frederick  Wampner 

John  Kemper 

James  Camel 

Samuel  Murphy 

Wm  Louney 

August  Reihter 

John  Shay 

Ben  Woodruff 

G-eorge   Forser 

Chris  Wampner 

James  Mo  men 

Michael  Shuthn 

Mikle  Marine  n 

Patrick  Mannen 

John  Donahoe 

John  Berhman 

Edward  Cannon 

Wm  Louney 

John  Donahue 

Patrick  Mannen 

Michael  C '  ^onnell 

Michel  Churcey 

John  Kemper 

Samuel  Murphy 

Benj  Woodruff 

Richard  Weeks 

Andrew  Lowman  Work  done  in  front  of  Inv  Engine 

house 
J  &  J  Bradshaw  Candles  for  Council  Room 
Jacob  Miller   Work  at  the  Market  house 
Ira  P  Biglow   Plastering  Inv  Engine  house 


$  27.50 
27.50 

3.50 
11.00 
10.00 

5.00 
10.00 
27.50 

6.00 
23.75 
15.75 
10.00 
11.00 
17.50 

2.50 

7.00 

8.00 

8.00 

8.00 

9.00 
14.00 

8.50 
15.00 

6.25 

6 

3 

1 

2 

4 


2e 

50 
50 
75 


4.37 
4.37 
3.50 

5.45 

10.25 

19.05 

61.70 

5424'  31 


On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  the  Dog  Ordinance  was  taken  from 
the  tabel  and  the  question  being  shall  the  Ordinance  pass? 

The  following  Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
to  prevent  the  running  at  large  of  dogs"  ordained  March  26th 
1955 


Sec  1.   Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,   That  the  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
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to  prevent  the  running  at  large  of  dogs"  ordained  March  26 
1855,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed 

Sec  2.  This  Ordinance  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage 

Was  ordained  oy   the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
G-raydon,  Jones,  Keeley,  Maguire,  Nelson,  Pitts,  &  Trucksess  8 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  3oaz,  Colley,  G-owan,  & 
Karns     5 

Messrs  Nelson,  Keeley,  G-owan  &  Taylor;   Committee  on 
Cisterns  reported  that  they  had  not  been  able  to  advise  with 
the  Engineer,  and  therefore  declined  taking  the  responsi- 
bility of  recommending  to  the  Council  to  take  any  steps  in  the 
premises,  but  suggested  the  post  ponement  for  the  present, 
and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject 

On  motion  the  report  was  concurred  in  and  the  Committee 
discharged 

Mr  Pitts  offered  the  following  resolution 

Whereas  during  the  past  two  years  the  present  City 
Attorney  has  furnished  his  office  &   paid  for  the  same  while 
acting  as  Atty.   Therefore 

$100.   Be  it  Resolved  that  N  Taylor  be  and  is  hereby,  allowed 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  an  amount  sufficient  to  meet 
the  amount  of  the  rent  as  above 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative,  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  3-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley,  Maguire 
Nelson,  Pitts  &  Truxsess     12 

In  the  Negative,  Mr  G-raydon     1 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  they  have  examined 
the  books  &  papers  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  found  his 
accounts  correct 

$24.50  Mr  Nelson  moved  That  the  account  of  Caleb  Scudder 
for  License  money  retained  by  the  Treasurer,  be  allowed 

Which  motion  prevailed 

$72.50  On  motion  of  Mr  Dunlap  the  City  Treasurer  was  allowed 
$60.  and  the  City  Clerk  $12.50  for  rent  of  their  offices 

Mr  Colley  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  issue  the 
amount  of  fifty  cents  extra  for  each  Night  served  by  the 
Watchman  from  the  first  of  December  1854  to  the  first  of 
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March  1355  including  the  Captain  of  said  Watch 
($588.25      ) 
(   44  75      ) 
($633  00      ) 
(    1  50 
($634  50  Total] 
(    ?  50 
($642.00      ) 

Mr  Nelson  moved  to  lay  said  Resolution  on  the  table 

"rhich  motion  did  not  prevail  by  the  follov/ing  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  are  Messrs  Dunlap, 
Karns,  Maguire,  &  Nelson     4 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  Avery,  Boaz,  Colley,  G-raydon, 
Gowan,  Jones,  Keeley,  Pitts  &  Trucksess     9 

And  said  Resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  Vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative,  are  Messrs  Avery, 
Boaz,  Colley,  Dunlap,  G-raydon,  G-owan,  Jones,  Karns,  Keeley, 
Pitts  &  Trucksess     11 

In  the  Negative,  Messrs  C-raydon     1 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned  "Sine  Die" 

Attest 

James  N  Sweets er  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 

May  7  Issued  to  James  McCready 

James  N  Sweetser 
Benjamin  Pilbean 
Wm  Hughey  Street  Commissioner 
Jacob  Bisbing 
:T  3  Taylor 
Jacob  Miller 
Henry  Stumph 

James  Wood 
Alex  Wood 
Jacob  Fitten 


Mayor 

$150 

00 

City  Clerk 

150 

.00 

Marshall 

125 

00 

Ler 

100 

00 

Deputy  Marshall 

100 

00 

City  Attorney 

75 

00 

Market  Master 

75 

00 

Sexton  of  G-rave 

Yard 

18 

75 

Civil  Engineer 

125 

.00 

Ass't   "      » 

75 

.00 

Chief  Fire  Engineer  25 

00 

500 


Common  Council  Chamber 
May  7th  1855 

The  Council  met  pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
Councelmen  elected  presented  their  certificates  of  election 
with  their  Oaths  of  Office  there  on  endorsed  and  took  their 
seats 

Viz  1st  Ward  Daniel  Keeley 

Samuel  Delzell 
2nd  Ward  Alexander  G-raydon 

B  3  C-oode 
3rd  Ward  H  J  Horn 

William  Mansur 
4th  Ward  Andrew  Fuqua^ 

Samuel  Douglass 
5th  Ward  W  H  Jones 

James  Sul grove 
6th  Ward  William  Boaz 

Livingston  Dunlap 
7th  Ward  Samuel  Beck 

J  B.  E.  Reed 

Alfred  Stephens  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  City  Clerk  with  the  oath  of  Office  thereon 
endorced,  and  presented  a  bond  as  required  by  the  ordinance, 
upon  the  reading  of  which  it  was  accepted 

George  W  Pitts  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to  the 
office  of  Marshall  with  the  Oath  of  Office  thereon  and  filed 
a  bond  as  required  by  ordinance,  which  was  read  and  accepted 

Jacob  B.  Fitler  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  Street  Commissioner  with  the  Oath  of  Office 
thereon  and  filed  a  bond  as  required  by  ordinance  which  was 
read  and  accepted 

N  B  Taylor  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to  the 
office  of  City  Attorney  with  the  Oath  of  Office  thereon  and 
filed  a  bond  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

James  H  Kennady  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  Assessor  with  the  Oath  of  Office  thereon  and 
filed  a  bond  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

Henry  Vandegrift  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  City  Treasuer  with  the  Oath  of  Office  thereon 
and  filed  his  bond  as  required  oy   Ordinance,  which  was  rea.d 
and  accepted. 

Amiz  B  Condit  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to 
the  office  of  City  Engineer  with  the  Oath  of  Office  thereon 

The  Mayor  announced  the  following  Standing  committees 
for  1S55  &  6 


On  the 

Judiciary- 

M 

On  ■ 

Finance 

11 

On  « 

Accounts 

n 

On  » 

Bridges 

(i 

On  » 

Cisterns 

11 

On  " 

School  Houses 

1! 

On  " 

Streets  &  Alleys 

H 

On  » 

Markets 

II 

On  ■ 

Fire  Department 

II 
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Messrs  Dunlap,G-oode,  and  Delzell 
Sulgrove, Horn  and  Reed 
Delzell,Mansur  and  Gray don 
Jones, Douglass  and  Boaz 
Keeley,  Fuqua  and  Beck 
Beck, Dunlap  and  Sulgrove 
Boaz, Reed  and  Douglass 
Mansur,Goode  and  Jones 
G-ray don,  Fuqua  and  Horn 

Mr.  Dunlap  moved  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  be  adopted  for  the  transaction  of 
bulsness,  and  the  government  of  the  Council,  the  above 
motion  prevailed 

Mr  Graydon  moved  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  two  Watch- 
man for  each  ward 

Mr  Delzell  moved  to  stricke  out  two  and  insert  one  which 
motion  did  not  prevaile  by  the  following  vote 
Those  who  voted  in  the  Negative  are  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Dunlap, 
Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don  Jones  Kelley,Mansur,Reed  &  Sulgrove 
In  the  Affirmative,  are  Messrs  Delzell, Good  &  Horn 

On  motion  of  Mr  Graydon  The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Watchman  &  other  officers  &  the  following  persons 
were  elected 

1st  Ward  W  J  Robinson,  &  Francis  Wright 
2nd  Ward  Halvin  Davis,  &  Thomas  Atkinson 
3rd  Ward  David  Derringer,  &  David  Anderson 
4th  Ward  Aaron  Taff  &,  Alfred  S  Dale 
5th  Ward  Jesse  Vanblaricum  &  Benjamin  Sobaugh 
6th  Ward  William  McClane  &  Robert  Pratt 
7th  Ward  Hubbard  Adams  &  George  0 wings 
Capt  of  the  Watch  Jesse  Vanblaricum 

5th  Ward  David  Hays  was  elected  v/atchman  to  fill  the  place 
of  Jesse  Vanblaricum 

John  Moffet  was  elected  Sexton  of  the  Public  buryinground. 
J  T  Williams  was  elected  sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Richard  Weeks  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  East  Market  House 
Richard  Weeks  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  West  Market  House 

Adam  Haugh  was  elected  Weight  Master 

Drs  J  S  Bobbs,  P  H  Jameson  &  T.Ballard  were  elected  the 
board  of  Health. 

Charles  W  Purcell  was  elected  Chief  Fire  Engineer 
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George  H  West  was  elected  1st  Asst  Fire  2     er 

Ralph  Hunter  was  elected  2nd  Asst  Fire  Engineer 

Charles  G-  ^erry  was  elected  printer 

Mr  Delzell  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
preps ir  an  ordinance  to  be  reported,  at  the  next  meeting, 
fixing  the  pay  of  members  of  the  City  Council  at  One  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  for  each  meeting,  such  members  may  attend 
during  the  present  term. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  aff ermative  were  Messrs  Boaz, 

Beck,  Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  Gray  don,  Good,  Horn,  Jones 

Keely,  Reed,  and  Sulgrove 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were  Delzell,  &  Mansur. 

Mr  Dunlap  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  a  Committie  be  appointed  to  procure  a 
suitable  room  for  the  use  of  the  Council  for  one  year  from 
the  expiration  of  the  present  lease,  and  report  as  soon  as 
convenient 

Which  was  Adopted  by  the  follow  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  aff ermative  were  Messrs  Boaz, 
Beck,  Delzell  Douglass,  Dunlap,  Fuqua  G-raydon  Good,  Horn, 
Jones  Keely,  Mansur  Reed  &  Sulgrove. 
In  the  Negative  -  None 

The  following  are  the  persons  appointed  the  Committie 
Dunlap,  Horn  and  G-raydon 

The  following  petition  was  presented  by  Mr  Dunlap 

Indianapolis  May  7th  1855 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis. 
The  undersigned  wishes  to  commence  to-morrow  the  laying 
of  a  flagging  pavement  along  the  side  walk  on  the  West  side 
of  Meridian  Street  from  Washington  Street  towards  the  alley 
along  Lot  No  1  in  Sqr  66  and  he  has  been  informed  that  it  is 
necessary  that  the  City  Council  shall  authorize  the  City 
Surveyor  to  set  the  stakes  for  the  same  before  said  pavement 
can  be  laid.   If  this  be  true,  it  would  much  accommotate 
your  petitioner  in  this  behalf  that  said  authority  be  given 
or  that  the  Surveyor  be  required  to  set  the  necessary  stakes. 
Your  Petioner  would  also  represent  that  there  is  a  pump  used 
by  the  men  who  water  the  Streets  which  is  in  the  way  of  the 
increased  width  of  the  pavement  required  under  the  Ordinance, 
and  the  same  will  of  necessity  will  be  required  to  be  re- 
moved to  enable  your  petitioner  to  comply  with  the  Ordinance. 
Your  Petitioner  would  also  report  the  said  pump  with  long 
handle  with  which  it  is  operated  reaching  nearley  half  the 
width  of  the  pavement  as  a  neusance.   Your  Petitioner  would 
also  represent  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  remove  the  wood 
pump  a  few  inches  which  pump  is  used  for  the  filling  of  the 
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Cistern  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Meridian  Street. 
To  these  matters  in  which  your  Petitioner  and  the  Corpora- 
tion, your  Honorable  Body  are  called  upon  to  represent  are 
Jointly  and  severally  interested  Your  attention  is  respect- 
fully solicited  at  an  early  day 

Wm  S  Hubbard 

The  above  partition  granted 

Mr  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution 

Resolved  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
repair  grading  on  Kentucky  Avenue  and  also  clean  the  gutter 
on  said  Street  between  Washington  and  Maryland  Streets 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affirmative  were  Messrs  Boaz  Beck 
Delzell  Dunlap  Douglass  Fuqua  G-raydon,  Good  Horn  Jones 
Keeley,  Mansur  Reed,  Sulgrove. 

In  the  Negative  None 
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Mr.  Douglass  offered  the  following  resolution 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  bo  have  the  gut- 
ters on  the  North  side  of  Washington  Street  cleaned  so  as  to  al- 
low of  a  free  passage  of  the  water  to  the  canal 

Which  was  Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were  Messrs  Soaz,Beck,Delzell, 

Dunlap , Fugua, Douglas  s , Gray don , Good , Horn, Jones , Ye ely , Mansur , Reed 

&  Sulgrove. 

In  the  Negative    None 

Mr.  Good  offered  the  following  resolution 
Resolved 

That  the  Marshall  and  Police  officers  be  required  to  report 
to  this  Body  once  a  month  each  and  every  arrest  made  by  each  of 
them,  and  give  the  name,  place  of  nativity  of  the  offended,  na- 
ture of  the  offence,  "before  whom  tried,  and  the  penalty  inflicted. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affermative  were  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,Delzell, 

Dunlap,  Douglas  s,Fuqua,<^ray  don,  Good,  Horn,  Jones,  Keely,  Mansur,  P.eed 

&  Sulgrove. 

In  the  Negative    None 

Treasurers  Report.  Refered  to  Mayor  and  Clerk  for  examination. 

Mr. Jones  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  settle  with  the 

Treasurer. 

The  following  are  the  Committee,  Jones, Mansur  &  Good 

Mr. Dunlap  moved  that  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Council  be  held 
on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month  at  2  o'clock  P.M. 
until  otherwise  ordered.  Motion  prevailed. 

On  Motion,  of  Mr.  Gray  don  the  Cler^  was  instructed  to  have  all 
printing  done. 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Police  Report  beginning  April  Pnd  and  ending  Monday 
morning  May  7th  1^55 
Jefferson  Springsteen  served  thirty  two  and  a  half  days  #56.00 
Joseph  Colley         served  twenty  eight  and  a  half  days49.75 
William  Robinson      served  three  and.  a  half  days        5.25 
Archibald  Bowman      served  two  days  3.00 


. 
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Nathaniel  Greer  served 

Franc i 8  Wright  served 

Amos  Scott  served 

David  Derringer  served 

David  Anderson  served 

J.W.Buckhoet  served 

Robert  Johnson  served 

Jesse  Vanblaricum  rerved 

Benjamin  Lobaugh  served 

William  McClain  served 

Calvin  Morgan  served 

Rubin  Adams  served 

William  Chriss  served 

George  Owings  served 

Hubbard  Adams  served 


twenty  days  *30.00 

thirty  three  days  49.50 

twenty  eight  days  42.00 

thirty  five  days  52.  5C 

twenty  two-  days  33.00 

thirty  three  days  49.50 

thirty  four  days  51.00 

twenty  nine  and  a  half  days  ^4.95 

twenty  five  and  half  days  38.25 

thirty  three  days  49.50 

thirty  five  days  52.50 

four  d?,ys  6.00 

seven  days  3  0.50 

twenty  one  days  31.50 

thirty  four  days  51.00 
Jefferson  Springsteen 
Cant  of  Police 


On  motion  of  Mr. Gray don  the  Clerk,  was  ordered  to  issue  warrants 
for  said  service 

The  following  report  was  received 


Number  of  Arrests 
ending  May  7th  1855 
Intoxication 
Disturbing  the  peace 
Assault  and  battery 
Gambling 

Public  indecency 
Vice  and  immorality 
Females  for  immorality 
whole  numbers 


maid  by  the  Police  beginning  April  2nd 


41 
6 
3 
3 
1 
1 
2 


57 


Jefferson  Soringeteen 
Capt  of  Police 


On  motion  the  Council  Adjourned 

Attest 

Alfred  Stephens 

City  Clerk 


James   McCready  Mayor 
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Common  Council  Chamber 
May  21 st  1S55 


The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M 
Councilmen  and  the  Mayor. 


Present  all  the 


Street  Commissioners 

Report  received 

and 

allowed 

Indianapolis  May 

21st  1855 

For  cleaning  &   ditching  in  the  seconc 

L,  third,  fourth,  fifth  and 

sixth  wards,  days 

work  $1.25  per 

dey 

Philip  Socks 

worked  4  1/4 

days 

$  5.31 

Christ  Colman 

4  1/4 

H 

5.31 

Henry  Stump 

2  .3/4 

H 

3.43 

Ml  cha el  0 • C onn  er 

4  1/4 

1 

5.31 

Patrick  Marty 

5  1/4 

J! 

6.56 

Timothy  Hayle 

5  1/4 

(1 

6.56 

Patrick  0  fHerron 

4  1/4 

11 

5.31 

John  Kelley 

3 

n 

3.75 

Thomas  Spalln 

2  1/2 

It 

3.12 

Fred  Brinkmire 

2  3/4 

« 

3.43 

H.Slavin 

4  3/4 

ti 

5.93 

Thomas  Keean 

3  3/4 

)i 

4.68 

Tim  Murphy 

3  3/4 

H 

4.68 

With  horses  &  waggon 

§2.50  per  day 

H.Slavin 

4  3/4 

H 

11.37 

Anthony  Lowman 

3  3/4 

n 

9.31 

Jacob  Anderson 

2  3/4 

M 

6.87 

"$91.43 

To  Edwards  &  Copeland  575  feet  of  lumber 
At  $1.20  per  hundred  |  7.15 

To  Walker  &  Vandegrift  226  feet  of  lumber  for 

curbing  in  front 
of  Invincible  Engine  House  &    3.75 
600  feet  of  Oak  Joice  for  bridge  8.40 

Their  is  35  dollars  charged  to  the  owners  of  Lot  No. 6  in  square 
No. 52  for  grading  in  front  of  the  same  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
end  Mississippi  Streets,  under  a  petition  presented  to  a  former 
Council  and  granted  .  I  would  recommend  to  your  consideration  the 
filling  of  the  Old  wells,  One  on  Illinois  Street  in  front  of 
Griffiths .  One  on  the  corner  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  streets, 
One  on  Washington,  street  near  East  street. and  one  on  Indiena 
Avenue  they  are  all  useless  end  dangerous. 
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The  side  walks  on  Washington  Street  are  in  a  bad  condition  and 
need  repairing.  The  alleys  all  need  cleaning,  the  City  has  no 
lumber  for  bridges  .  Washington  Street  between  Pennsylvania  & 
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Delaware  streets  needs  attention  on  account  of  the  water  after 
a  rain  becoming  stagnant.  B.Fitler 

Commissioner  of  Street 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

To  I  Davis  &  Co 

For  9  tubes  &  sides  end  2  cistern  lids  and  sides  4082  lbs 

@  5«*  <$204.10 


32  rings  and  s tape Is  at  5$ 

D.C.Minick  for  one  case  of  small  Pox  last  February 
Button  &  Fisher  for  painting  the  Invincible  F.  En- 
gine House 
Charles  Fisher  in  a  case  of  City  vs  James  H.McKernan, 

Justice  cost 
Caleb  Bently       H   "    City  vs  James  H.McKernan, 

Constable  cost 
James  Wood        tt   H    City  vs  James  H.McKernan, 

Witness  cost 
D.B.Culley        "    H    City  vs  James  H.McKernan, 

Witness  cost 
A.F.Shortridge     ■    »      ■      ■  ■ 

George  Pitts       h   n       h     it         h 


16.00 

;  220. 10 

25.00 

22.00 

2.57 

1.29 

.50 


.50 
.50 
.50  5.8 


Mr.Hugheys  &   Mr. John  S. Watts  accounts  were  presented  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 

Account  of  Dr. F.S. Newcomer  for  medical  attendance  on  Oliver 
Willis  by  motion  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr-Crood  presented  a  petition  from  the  property  holders  on  Wash- 
ington street  between  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  streets  to  have 
the  gutters  opened  the  same  as  the  others  squares  on  Washington. 
Street  Referred,  to  the  City  Engineers. 

Mr.Dunlap  presented  a  petition  from  the  citizens  of  Indianapolis 
asking  for  the  appropriation  of  $2000,  from  the  City  Treasury  to 
ade  in  the  completion  of  the  building  designed  for  the  Orphans 
Asylum  of  Indianapolis.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.Graydon  presented  a  petition  from  the  citizens  of  the  seventh 
ward  asking  for  a.  cistern  in  there  ward,  which  was  refered  to  the 
Committie  on  Cisterns. 


Mr.Dunlap  presented  an  Ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance  to   amend 
the  17th  section  of  "an  Ordinance  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  City  of  Indianapolis,"  passed  May  30th  1348,  after 
being  read  the  1st  &  2d  time  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  third 
reading. 
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Mr. Jones  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  ordered  to  Issue  ?/arrents 
to  the  Inspectors,  Judges  and  Clerks  of  the  Election,  Which 
prevailed. 

Mr.Amzi  B.Condlt  City  Engineer  presented  his  Bond  which  was 
read  and  accepted. 

Mr. J. T. Williams  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to  the  of- 
fice of  Weigh  Master  with  the  oath  of  Office  thereon,  and  filed 
his  bond  which  was  read  and  accepted. 

Mr. Richard  Weeks  presented  his  certificate  of  election  to  the  of- 
fice of  Clerk  of  the  East  and  West  Market  Houses  with  the  oath 
of  Office  thereon,  and  filed  his  bond,  which  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commiss ioner  be  directed  to  open  the 
gutters  on  each  side  of  Virginia  Avenue  and  repair  the  Street 
so  that  the  water  will  pass  off  into  Pogue's  Run. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affermative  are  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,Delzell, 

Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  G-ragtdon,  Good,  Home,  J  ones,  Keel  ey,  Mans  ur, 

Reed  and  Sulgrove. 

In  the  Negative,  None 

Mr.G-ood  offered  the  following, 
Pesolved 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to  draft  an  or- 
dinance to  prevent  the  cars  and  Locomotives  of  the  different 
Rail  Roads  from  obstructing  Streets  and  side  walks,  also  to 
prevent  interfearing;  with  funeral  proceceions, 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affermative  are  Boze, Beck, Del zell, Dunlap, 
Douglas  s ,  Fuqua ,  Gray  don ,  Good, Home ,  Jone  s ,  Keeley ,  Mansur,  Reed  & 
Sulgrove. 
In  the  Negative,  None 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved. 

That  the  City  Surveyor  be  directed  to  make  an  estamate  of 
the  cost  of  crossings  en  Washington  Street,  to  be  made  of  the 
best  flag  Stone  &  the  number  nececsary  for  said  street,  Adopted 
by  the  following  vote.  Those  in  the  affermative  are  Messrs  Boaz, 
Be  ck,  Del  zell,  Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  Q-raydon,Goode,  Horn,  Jones, 
Keeley,Man8ur,Re>ed  &  Sulgrove.  In  the  Negatives,  None. 
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Mr. Horn  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  Constructing  pavements  on  all  of  the  principal  cross- 
ings on  Washington  Street  in  the  following  manner  viz.  Two  rows 
of  Flag  stone  each  18  inches  wide  and  8  inohec  thick,  laid  12 
inches  apart,  and  filled  between  with  boulders,  including  in  said 
estimate  the  cost  of  cast  Iron  Bridges  over  the  gutter  on  said 
crossings, 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affermative  are  Eoze, Beck, Delzell, Dunlap, 
Douglass  ,Fuqua,  Gray  don,  Good,  Home,  Jones,  Keeley, Mansur,  Reed  and 
Sulgrove. 
In  the  Negative  None 

Mr.Fuqua  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Clerk  be  instructed  to  make  application  to 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Marion  County  for  the  appointment 
of  Trustees  to  asses  damages  on  property  by  the  opening  of 
Streets  and  alleys. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affermative  are  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,Delzell, 
Dunlap ,  Douglas  s ,  Fuqua, Gray don ,  Good,  Home ,  Jones ,  Keeley ,  Mansur , 
Reed  &  Sulgrove. 
In  the  Negative  None 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  DeDartment  be  dlretced  to 
have  the  roof  of  the  Invincible  Fire  Companys  House  repaired. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affermative  are  Messrs  Boaz, Del ze 11, Dunlap, 
Douglas  s ,  Fuqua ,  Gray  don ,  Home ,  J  one  s ,  Ke  ely ,  Mansur ,  Re  ed  and  Sul- 
grove. 
In  the  Negative  None 

Mr. Dunlap  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  a  Committee  be  appoint  with  the  Engineer  to  locate 
the  cistern  at  or  near  the  Union  Depot.  Committee  Messrs  Dunlap, 
Jones  8c   Delgell 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affermative  are  Messrs  Boaz,Beck;Pelzell, 
Dunlap , Dougls  es , Fuqua , Gray don , Good , Horn , Jones , Ke  ely , Mansur, 
Reed  &  Sulgrove.  In  the  Negative  None. 
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Mr.Eoaz  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  set  grade  stakes 
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on  Delaware  Street  from  South  Street  to  the  Crossing  of  the 

Madison  State  Road 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  afferraatlve  are  Boaz, Beck, Dunlap, Delzell, 

Douglas s ,  Fuqua , G-raydon ,  Good, Horn ,  Jone s , Ke eley , Mans ur ,  Reed  & 

Sulgrove. 

In  the  Negative  None 

Mr. G-raydon  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  owing  to  the  increase  of  the  police  force  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  night  watch  it  is  inexpedient  to  continue 
the  office  of  Deputy  Marshale,  and  that  the  Marshall  be  required 
to  make  no  appointments  to  that  office  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  Council. 

Which  was  not  Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affermative  Messrs  Douglass, Fuqua, &  G-raydon 
In  the  Negative  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Dunlap, Good, Home,  Jones, Keeley, 
Mansur, Reed  &  Sulgrove. 

Mr. Jones  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  a  gutter  on  the  West  side  of  Illinois  Street, 
from  the  North  side  of  Washington  Street  to  Pogues  Run  on  South 
Street  to  be  built  of  good  hard  brick  and  arched  over,  the  bot- 
tom to  be  paved  with  brick  or  flag  stone,  also  the  proper  grade 
to  prevent  rubbish  from  getting  in  the  gutter. 
Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affermative  ere  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,Delzell, 
Dunlap , Dougl as  s , Fuqua , Gray do# , Good , Horn , Jones , Ke  el ey , Mansur , 
Reed  &   Sulgrove. 
In  the  Negative  -  None. 

Mr. Good  offered  the  following. 

Resolved,  That  the  sexton  of  the  Graveyard  be  required  to  keep  a 

register  of  all  interments  made  within  yaid  grave  yard,  giving 

the  name  of  the  person  so  buried,  age,  place  of  birth  and  de- 

sease  causing  death. 

Which  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affermative  are  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,Delzel^ 

Douglass , Dunlap, Fuqua, Gray  don,  Good, Horn, Jones , Kceley , Mansur, 

Reed  <&  Sulgrove. 

In  the  Negative  None 
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Mr. Sulgrove  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Common  Schools  be  requested  to 

report  to  the  Common  Council  at  their  next  meeting  a  full  state- 
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ment  of  the  conditions  of  the  schools,  and  the  amount  to 

each  teacher  employed  by  them  &c   as  the  ordinance  requires 

on  the  subject. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affermative  are  Messrs,  Boaz,Beck,Del- 

ze  11 ,  Dunlap ,  Douglas  p ,  Fuqua ,  Gray  don ,  G  ood ,  Home ,  J0ne  s ,  Ke  el  ey , 

Man sur, Reed  &  Sulgrove 

Those  in  the  Negative  None 

The  following  petitions  were  received 

To  the  Common  Council  cf  Indianapolis, 
gentlemen. 

I  herewith  recommend  to  your  Honorable  Body  to  con- 
fir  on  all  the  night  watch  and  capten  the  powers  of  a  Deputy  Liar- 
shall  to  arrest  all  persons  who  may  violate  any  of  the  laws  of 
the  State  or  City,  and  to  exercise  such  power  at  their  own  pleas- 
ure during  the  day  time,  and  ask  your  Honorable  Body  to  confirm. 
Indianapolis  May  21st  1855.      George  W.Pitts  Marshall 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
Gentlemen 

I  herewith  recommend  Robert  Jemeson  as  a  suitable  person 
for  Deputy  Marshall  and  ask  your  Honorable  body  to  confirm 
as  such  Deputy.  George  W.Pitts, Marshall 

May  21st  1855  . 

On  motion  the  foregoing  petitions  were  granted  and  Robert  Jemison 
appointment  confirmed. 

The  following  report  was  received. 

We  the  undersigned  Committee  appointed  by  the  City  Council 
to  examin  and  settle  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  City  A. F. Short- 
ridge  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  report  tha,t 
they  found  all  correct  and  report  the  following  accounts 

Dr 
Cash  on  hand  School  fund       $  6576.92 
do   General  "  1789 . 25 

££366.15 
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Cr 
City  orders  $1070.87 

Amt  on  hand  10.67 

Fire  receipts  redeemed  16.11 

Gas  funds  redeemed(D. V.Culley)  51.73 

"     ■■      "     E.S.Alvord  24.06 

Thomas  M. Smith  (school)  ftote  66.99 

T.Deckman     note  50.00 

S. Petty       H  15.66 

Harvey  Bates   ■  10P.53 
Check  to  the  Bank  of  the  Capital  871.37 

Check  on  S.A.Fletcher  6091.25    $8366.15 
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All  of  -^hich  Is  respect J  fully 


512 


W.H.Jones 
William  Mansur 
B.S.CJoode 

Indianapolis   May   11th     1855 
W.Mansur  and  B.S.G-oode  Committee  of 


Received  of  w".  H.Jones 
the  City  Council 
One  Note  of  hand  drawn  by  T.M.    &  W  Smith 

Interest  on   the   same 
One  note  drawn  by   Silas  Petty 

Interest  on  same 
One  Note  on   Theadore  Dickman 

Interest  on   same 
One  Note  on  Harvey  Bates 
Check  on  Bank  of  the   Capital 
1  ■     S.A.Fletcher 

Amount  of  Orders 

*  H   Firemen  Certificate  redeemed 

Crass    funds   refunded     D.V. Cully 
H  «  "  E.S.Alvord 

Henry  Vandegrlft 
On  motion   said  report  was   concured  in. 


$66.90 

14.35 

15.66 

2.85 

60.00 

17.36 

108.53 

871.37 

6091.25 

1081.54 

16.11 

30.73 

24.06  $8393.81 


The  following  report  was  received 

To  the  Common  Council 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  selection  of  a  room 
for  the  use  of  the  Council  and  Mayors  office,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port. That  a  room  suitable  has  been  selected  by  the  committee 
in  the  Odd  Fellows  Hall  at  the  rate  of  $250  per  Annum;  and  an 
other  room  can  be  had  for  the  use  of  the  Clerk  &  Treasurer  at 
$100  per  Annum,  which  we  recommend  also,  both  of  the  rooms  are 
on  the  second  floor  well  ventilated  and  in  every  way  superior 
to  those  now  occupied.  The  said  rooms  will  be  fitted  up  for  use 
by  the  1st  of  July.  We  respectfully  ask  the  concurrance  of  the 
Council.  L.Dunlap.H. J .Horn, Alex  Gr ray don, Jr. 
On  mot1 on  said  report  was  concurred  in. 
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The  following  report  was  received 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  referred  the  Treasurer's  report 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the  same  and  found 
it  correct. 

On  motion  said  report  was  concurred  in.   James  ?5cCreedy  "ayor 

Alfred  Stephens  Clerk 

On  motion  of  Mr.Keeley  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
fill  a  well  on  Washington  street  between  New  Jersey  and  East 
Streets  which  motion  prevailed. 
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Mr.Jonee  moved  that  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  take 
bids  for  a  cistern  on  the  corner  of  Maryland  and  Mississippi 
Streets.  Prevailed 

Mr.Boaz  moved  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
draft  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  South  Market  House, 
Prevailea. 

Mr.Delzell  move?  that  the  Council  receive  the  lamp  in  front  of 
T.M.Smith  artf  direct  the  6ar"e  to  be  lit.  Motion  prevailed. 

Mr. Douglass  moved  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  up  three  wells  on  the  North  West  diagonel. 
Which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr. Beck  moved  that  the  wells  be  filled  by  the  property  holders 
Which  motion  prevailed 

On  Motion  the  Council  Adjourned 
Attest 

Alfred  Stephens        James  McCurdy  Mayor 
City  Clerk 
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Council  Chamber 
June  4th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M.  present  the  Mayor  and  all  the 
Councilmen  except  Messrs  Goode  &  Sulgrove 

City  Treasurer  monthly  report  was  received  and  on  motion  re- 
fered  to  the  Mgyor  and  Clerk  for  examination. 

Street  Commissioners  report  received, accepted  and  allowed 
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May  4th  1855 

Philip  Socks 

Chris  Colman 

Henry  Stump 

Mich.OConnal 

Pa tk. Marty 

Timothy  Haley 

Patrick  OHerron 

John  Relley 

Fred  Brinkmire 

Hugh  Slav en 

Tom  Keenan 

Tim  Murphy 

Thomas  O'Brien 

Chas.Nutraire 

James  Duncan 

Hugh  Slaven  horses  &  Waggon  at  $2.50  per 

day  for  5-|  days  work 
Anthony  Lawman  5^-  do      do 
Jacob  Anderson  5j-  do      do 
Webb  &  Fletcher  1875  ft  lumber  at  1.25 
Frank  Morris  digging  well  at  cistern  Slew 

Jersey  street  18-|  ft.  40^ 
Circle  for  the  same 
Mathew  Smock  repairing  pumps  at  the  cis- 
tern and  at  6th  ward  School 
House 
Mathew  Smock  one  pump  23  ft  long  at  cis- 
terns on  New  Jersey  street  at 
40^ 
Edward  Wilson  for  removeing  brick  from 

Old  well 


$10.93 

10.93 

5.00 

1.87 

13.75 

15.00 

8.75 

9.68 

10 .  00 

6.87 

8.75 

10.00 

6.87 

10.00 

5.50 

13.75 
13.75 
13.75 
23.40 

7.40 

1.00 


4.75 


9.20 


6.00 


$226.90 

Alabama  Street  South  of  Pogues  Run  needs  repairing  as  it  is  in 
a  bed  condition,  caused  from  digging  for  gravel,  to  fill  in 
front  of  the  market  house  on  South  Street. 
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The  bridge  on  on  Illinois  Street  crossing  Pogues  Run  needs  re- 
pairing, as  but  one  side  can  be  used  for  traveling. 

J  B.Fitler 
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City  Engineers  repeat  received  &  laid  over  for  further  in- 
spection. 

Indianapolis  June  4th  1855 

To  the  City  Council, 

Sirs  My  predicessor  Mr. Wood  upon  retiring  from  office 
trans fered  to  me  the  following  property  belonging  to  the  City 
of  Indianapolis  viz;  one  old  level  (not  fit  for  use)  Two  City 
?faps  (Muncells  &   Suliivans)  some  existing  contracts  for  build- 
ing cisterns,  bridges,  and  grading  aJ leys  not  yet  completed. 
The  prof i  les  of  the  grades  or  the  Streets  between  East  and  West 
North  and  South  Streets  as  established  by  the  city  Council 
Warch  3d  184S,  end  grades  of  Georgia  St  between  East  and  Noble 
Streets  established  by  the  City  Council  July  24,  1654.  Of  the 
grades  of  the  other  Streets,  T  find  no  record  in  accordance  with 
your  instructions.  At  your  last  meeting  I  proceeded  to  set  the 
grade  stakes  on  Delaware  Street  from  South  Street  to  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Madison  Road  but  I  found  that  no  gr^de  of  that  street 
had  ever  been  established,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a 
profile  of  the  Street  and  have  it  acted  upon  by  the  Council 
before  setting  the  stakes.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  estab- 
lish the  grades  of  the  Streets  crossing  this,  at  the  same  time, 
as  it  will  not  co  to  establish  the  grades  of  one  street  indepen- 
dent of  the  others  and  particularly  in  this  case  there  being  a 
R  R  track  4  feet  high  in  the  street  'Vest,  and  quite  a  hill  two 
squares  East.  In  connection  with  this  subject  I  will  state,  that 
the  proceeding  Council  and  engineer  have  postponed  or  neglected 
to  establish  the  grades  outside  of  the  old  town  plat,  until  it 
has  become  almost  a  matter  of  necessity  that  it  should  be  at- 
tended to.  persons  are  establishing  the  foundations  of  houses, 
filling  up  streets  &c  independent  of  each  other  and  without  any 
system  or  regularity.  There  should  ^>c   a  regular  system  of  drain- 
age for  each  portion  of  the  City  for  carrying  of  the  water,  and 
grades  established  to  correspond  thereto.  In  reference  to  the 
order  for  me  to  receive  bids  for  the  building  of  a  cistern,  at 
the  corner  of  Maryland  and  Mississippi  Streets,  I  find  by  ref- 
erence to  a  contract  between  the  former  Council  and  Mr,Sco- 
field,  to  build  seven  cisterns  that  this  is  one  of  the  number 
I  herewith  present  you  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed 
gutter  on  North  side  of  Washington  Street  between  Penn  &  Del- 
aware Streets.   Also  the  plans  and  estimate  for  eight  street 
crossings  on  Washington  Street  with  flagging  and  holders. 
Also  plane  and  estimate  for  sewer  on  West  side  of  Illinois 
streets  from  North  side  of  Washington  street  to  Pogue's  Run 
on  South  Street,  agreeable  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted,  A.B.Condit, 
City  Engineer 
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Contracts  furnished  and  accepted: 

The  Bridge  across  the  Canal  on  Georgia  st.  is  finished  by  the 
contractor  Mr. Wilson,  according  to  his  contrect. 

A.E.Condit 

We  the  undersigned  committee  on  cisterns  have  examined  the  cis- 
terns built  by  Mr.Schof ield  and  find  the  following  finished  ac- 
cording to  contract  viz;  1  on  corner  of  Pennsylvania  and  Market 
Streets,  1  on  corner  of  Washington  &  Pennsylvania  Streets,  and 
1  on  corner  of  Louisiana  and  New  Jersey  Streets. 

A.B.Condit   ) 

Daniel  Keeley(   Commit 

Samuel  Beck  ) 

A . W . Fuqua    ( 

Estimate  of  Sewer  on  Illinois  Street  with  out  gutter  $1922.35 
Co  do  including  gutter  otoer  sewer        3082.35 

Estimate  of  8  crossings  on  Washington  St. with  oast 

iron  bridge     516.00 
Ditto  with  stepping  stones  in  gutter  instead  of 

bridges        284.00 
Estimate  of  Street  gutter  on  Washington  St  between 

Penn  &  Del  st  165.00 

A.B.Conditt, 

City  Engineer 

Mr. Reed  moved  that  the  contract  for  a  bridge  across  Pogues  Run 
on  New  Jersey  Street  be  accepted,  and  the  City  Engineers. report 
be  refered  to  the  committee  on  cisterns.    Prevailed 

Chief  Fire  Engineers  report  was  received  and  concured  in 

Indianapolis  June  4th  1355 
(gentlemen  the  apparatus  belonging  to  the  different  com- 
panies is  in  good  servicible  order  at  present.  The  cisterns  are 
full  except  one  at  Lynches  School  house  this  cistern  is  not 
perfect.  There  is  four  new  cisterns,  the  Committee  examined 
them,  on  them  I  cannot  report.  Recommend  Shultc  for  four-  of 
the  old  cisterns  the  Committee  on  Cisterns  examined  one  of  them 
they  know  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  shutee. 
Recommend  the  completion  of  the  yard  back  of  the  Victory  En- 
gine house,  at  present  it  is  of  no  use  to  them. 

Charles  Puree 11 
Fire  Engineer 

Sextons  report  received  and  concurred  in 
City  Burying  Ground 
Wiley  Jones  age  23  years  desease  not  known 
Conrad  Sutre  "  35      "   German  drov.r.ed  in  the  canal 
John  Kline   "   22   rt    « 

Mrs.Hetherington  67  M  Ireland,  desease  decline 
Mary  Bogan  "  34  M  "  consumption 
Jona  Ranady   n   30  "   "       n  not  known 
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Andrew  Little    age  43     Desease  Cholera 
Sarah  J.Davis    n   26     "       Consumption 
Sarah  Dale       "   30     ■       H 
Elizabath  Griffith   28     "  Inflamatory  rheumatism 
Raohael  Wishmire  "    3     "       Consumption 
Patrick  Sullivan  M   33  Ireland  "     " 
Catharine  Farrell"   42   "   "   Lung  fever 
Infant  child  of 
Mr . &  Mrs . Borgheaner 
30  Timothy  Murphy   "    5  months  "   decline 
Rays  ground  Lot  No  257  &  258 
9  Weslejz  Brown  age    16  months  Desease  Inflamation  of  the 

hrane 
24  Mary  Jamery    "     40  Consumption 

Peaks  ground  Lots  Nos. 154, 173, 141, 107 
16  Julia  M  G-ilmore  age  18  months  desease  inflimation  of  the 

brain 
Infant  child  of  Mr  &  5?rs  Anderson 
M       M     taken  from  leavers  valt  name  rot  known 
Wm  A  Ryle   age  18  months  desease  bilous  feaver 
Infant  child  of  Mr  &  Mrs  Williams 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  interments  from 
the  9th  to  the  31st  of  May  inclusive  are  24  in  23  days,  4  of 
these  were  taken  from  the  valt  of  Messrs  Weever  &  Williams  and 
2  from  the  country,  leaving  deaths  within  the  City  limits  18 
in  23  days.  John  Moffitt 

Sexton  of  the  Bureying  grounds 

Mr.Dunlap  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  17th  section  of  an  ordinance, 
entitled,  "An  ordinance  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
City  of  Indianapolis,"  passed  May  30th  1848. 

Sec  1  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  India- 
napolis that  the  17th  section  of  said  Ordinance  which  read  as 
follows:  "Sec. 17  -Any  person  or  oersons,  obstructing  or  hinder- 
ing the  free  passage  on  any  Street,  alley,  side  walk  or  cross- 
ing, by  placing,  thereon  any  building  meterials  or  any  waggon, 
coach  or  other  vehicle,  to  be  repaired,  or  any  animal  to  be 
shod,  or  ~qj   hitching  or  tying  any  enamel  or  animals  on  any 
sidewalk,  shall  on  conviction  thereof  forfeit  and  pay  three 
dollars;  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prohibit  the  loading  or  unloading  of  goods,  wares, 
merchandize,  or  other  things,  without  unnecessary  delay;  and 
provided  also,  that  any  person  or  persons  occup3ring  buildings 
for  business  purposes,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  using  five 
feet  of  the  sidewalk  next  to  such  building  on  Washington  Street, 
and  four  feet  of  the  side  walk  next  to  such  buildings  on  any 
other  street  for  the  display  of  their  goods 
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wares ,  or  other  articles  of  trade,  but  no  other  point  of  any 
side  walk,  shall  be  employed  for  such  ourpose"  be  and  the  sa"ie 
is  am-rended  to  read  as.  follows:  Any  person  or  persons,  ob- 
structing or  hindering  the  free  passage  of  any  street,  alley, 
side  walk,  or  crossing,  by  placing  thereon  any  building  mate- 
rials or  any  waggon,  coach  or  other  vehicle  to  be  repaired, 
or  any  animal  to  be  shod ,  or  by  placing  thereon  any  boxes, 
barrels,  furniture  or  other  materials  of  any  description  what- 
soever, or  oy  hitching  or  tying  any  animal  on  any  side  walk, 
shall  on  conviction  thereof  forfeit  and  pay  three  dollars; 
provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prohibit  the  loading  or  unloading  of  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise, or  other  thing  without  unnecessary  delay;  and  provided 
also,  that  no  person  or  persons  occupying  buildings  for  bus- 
iness purposes,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  useing  five  feet 
of  the  side  walk  next  to  such  buildings  on  Washington  Street 
and  four  feet  of  the  sidewalk  next  to  such  buildings  on  any 
other  street  for  the  display  of  their  goods,  wares,  or  other 
articles  of  trade,  but  no  other  part  of  any  sidewalk  shall  be 
employed  for  such  purpose,  and  Provided  that  this  ordinance 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  fruit  stands,  provided 
the  same  do  not  obstruct  the  passage  of  persons  on  and  along 
the  sidewalks  of  the  streets  of  said  city. 

Sec. 2  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  inforce  from  and 

after  its  publication  as  required  by  law. 

Was  Ordered  by  the  following  vote, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are,  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,Del- 

zell,Dunlap, Douglass , Fuqua. Horn, Jones, Keeley ,TTansur  &  Reed 

Negative,  None. 

The  following  Ordinance  was  nresented. 

An  Ordinance  to  establish  an  additional  public  market  in 
the  City  of  Indianapolis,  and  to  regulate  the  same. 

Sec.l  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, that  there  shall  be  and  hereoy  is  established,  in 
the  city  of  Indianapolis,  an  additional  public  market  house, 
situated  on  South  Street,  betfreen  Delaware  and  Alabama  Streets, 
and  to  be  called  the  "South  Market" . 

Sec.  2  The  stated  markets,  shall  be  held,  in  the  said  market 
house,  on  Monday  and  Thursday  of  each  week,  and  no  market  shell 
be  held  in  said  market  house  on  any  other  days. 
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Sec.  3  Said  market  shall  be  opened  at  day  light  In  the  morn- 
ing,  from  the  first  day  of  May  to  the  first  day  of  October; 
and  from  the  first  day  of  October  to  the  thirtieth  d.sy   of  April 
in  each  year  at  fifteen  minutes  before  noon. 

Sec.  4  The  Council  shall  eDect  a  market  master  for  .said  South 

Market  who  shall  be  entitled  to  such  reasonable  compensation 

for  his  services  as  such,  as  said  Council  may  hereafter  fix  upon. 

Sec.  5  Said  Market  shall  be  governed  by  and  conducted  according 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed,  in  an  Ordinance,  entitled 
"Ail  Ordinance  in  regulation  to  public  markets",  ordained  and 
established  the  11th  day  of  November  1851.  And  any  person  or 

Dersors  who  may  violate  any  of  the  provisions,  rules,  and  reg- 
ulations of  the  said  Ordinance,  at  the  said  market  house,  dur- 
Jng  market  hours,  ehall  be  subject  to  the  penalties,  in  the 
said  Ordinance  established.  And  it  is  hereby  mad?  the  duty  of  the 
market  master  to  report  to  the  mayor,  without  delay,  all  vio- 
lations of  the  rules  or  regulations  of  the  said  ordinance  of 
November  11th  1851. 

Sec.  6  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pass- 
age and  publication,  as  required  by  l8.w. 

On  motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  said  Ordinance  was  or- 
dained by  the  following  vote; 

Those  who  voted  in  the  Affermative  are  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Del zell, 
Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  Gray  don,  Home,  Jones,  Keeley,Mansur  &  Reed. 
Negative  None 

The  following  Ordinance  was  presented 

An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  running  of  Locomotives  and 
cars  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

Sec.  1  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Rail  Road  com- 
pany to  run  any  Locomotives  or  oars  over  any  of  ohe  rail  road 
tracks,  within  the  corporate  limits  of  said  city  at  a.  faster 
rate  than  four  miles  per  hour. 

Sec.  2   Each  &  every  Railroad  Company  running  locomotives  &   cars 
on  &  over  any  of  the  Railroad  tracks,  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  said  City  shall  if  coming  into  said  City,  on  approach- 
ing the  corporate  limits  thereof,  commence  ringing  the  bell  att- 
ached to  the  Locomotive,  »nd  continue  ringing  the  same,  untjl 
such  Locomotive  or  Locomotive  and  care  arrive  at  the  point  of 
distination;  And  when  go  ins  out  of  said  City,  shall  r*ing  said 
bell  from  the  instant  of  departure  until  past  the  corporation 
limits  of  said 
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City,  and  when  running  any  Locomotive  or  Locomotives  and  cars, 
from  one  point  to  another  in  said  City,  shall  ring  said  bell, 
during  the  whole  time  such  locomotive  or  Locomotives  and  cars, 
is  or  are,  in  motion. 

Ssc.  3  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Rail  Road  Company  to 
leave  any  Locomotive  or  cars  standing  in  any  street  or  alley 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  said  City;  nor  shall  any  such 
Company  stop  or  leave  any  locomotive  or  car  standing  at  or  so 
near  to  the  cos sing  of  any  street  or  alley  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  said  City,  as  to  hinder  or  endanger  the  free  and  safe 
passage  of  teams  and  persons,  or  at  or  so  near  to  the  cossings 
of  any  such  street  or  alley  as  to  prevent,  hinder  or  delay, 
the  passage  of  funeral  or  other  processions,  or  to  make  it  un- 
safe and  hazardous  for  funeral  or  other  processions  to  pass 
along  any  such  street  or  alley,  or  on  or  along  the  crossing  of 
any  such  street  or  alley. 

Sec.  4  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  whistle  of  any  Locomotive 
to  be  blown  within  the  corporation  limits  of  said  City,  while 
such  Locomotive  is  stationary  or  in  motion,  except  in  case  of 
absolute  necessity  or  where  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
company  are  imperative. 

Sec.  5  Any  Rail  Road  Company  violating  the  provisions  of  the 
first  and     section  of  this  ordinance,  by  its  several  agents 
or  employees,  shall  be  fined  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  every 
such  offense;  and  any  such  company  violating  the  provisions  of 
the  third  and  fourth  section  of  this  Ordinance,  by  its  ser- 
vants, agents  or  employees,  shall  be  fined  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
lars for  every  such  offence. 

Sec.  6  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  publication,  as  required  by   law. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  Ordinance  was  or- 
dained by  the  following  vote 

Affermative,  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, 
Gray  don,  Home,  J0nes,  Keeley,Mansur  and  Reed 
Negative,  None 
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The  following  Report  from  the  committee  on  Finance. 

The  committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition 
of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  Society  of  this  City,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation of  two  thousand  dollars  to  ade  in  the  erection  of 
a  building  for  the  use  of  said  Society,  have  had  the  came  under 
consideration  and  after  due  deliberation  have  come  to  the  con 
elusion,  that  objects  of  the  Society  and  the  high  character  of 
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those  connected  with  it  give  it  strong  claims  to  the  favor- 
able attention  of  the  Council.  They  do  not  consider  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Council  to  regard  every  solicitation  for  as- 
sistance to  benevolent  projects,  for  such  a  principal  would 
divert  the  funds  of  the  City  from  their  legitimate  objects 
however  good  might  be  the  object  to  wich  they  were  diverted, 
nor  do  they  base  these  recommendation  in  regard  to  this  petition 
upon  such  a  principal.  But  aside  from  the  benevolent  character 
of  this  society,  it  has  claims  upon  the  city  which  cannot  be 
disregarded.  Its  design  is  to  provide  maintainance  and  as- 
sistance for  destitute  widows  and  children,  and  fully  enable 
to  execute  it,  the  Society  would  releiv  the  City  of  a  portion 
at  least  of  the  evils  of  professional  beggerism  and  the  depravity 
that  unfortunately  so  often  accompanies  it,  children  who  might 
otherwise  be  left  to  become  vagabonds  and  thieves,  may  be  by 
the  -assistance  of  this  society,  removed  from  the  perils  incident 
to  their  destitute  conditions  and  prevent  from  burdening  the 
City  with  the  trouble  of  guarding  against  their  depredations. 
In  all  cities,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  troublesome  evils 
is  the  number  of  poor  or  depraved  children  driven  by  want  to 
provide  the  means  of  sustenance  by  vice  and  crime.  No  incon- 
siderable portion  of  a  citys  expenses  arp  devoted  to  the  sup- 
pression of  it.  The  efforts  of  this  society  aim  directly  to 
obviate  that  necessity  by  taking  charge  of  such  children,  pro- 
viding them  with  such  assistance  as  they  may  need  and  placing 
them  In  the  way  of  earning  an  honest  livelihood.  A  System  directed 
to  this  end  vvitn  sufficient  meens  to  be  carried  out  fully  and 
thoroughly  would  be  of  incalouable  benefit  to  us  even  but 
partially  exec  ted  its  good  fruits  would  be  constant  and  pal- 
pable. The  society  intrusted  with  its  execution  would  there- 
fore be  a  most  important  auxiliary  to  the  police  of  the  City, 
operating  together  through  a  prevention  than  a  correction  of  one 
source  of  evel.  It  is  for  these  reasons  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Council  should,  so  far  as  consistent  with  the 
conditions  of  the  treasury  and  the  probable  demand 
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upon  it  during  this  year  for  necessary  improvements,  make  an 
appropriation  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  said  petition- 
ers, they  think  however,  after  mature  consideration,  that  they 
would  not  be  justified  in  recommending  an  appropriation  of  the 
whole  sum  requested,  nor  even  of  any  part  of  it  Immediately. 
But  they  think  that  Cne  thousand  dollars  might  be  appropriated 
t  o  be  paid  one  half  in  six  months  and  the  other  half  in  twelve 
months,  without  seriously  embprrpsslng  the  City  Treasury,  and 
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they  recommend  the  Council  to  make  such  an  appropriation.  They 
think  however  that  prudence  require?  that  some  security  should 
be  given  for  the  proper  desposition  of  the  money  and  that  in- 
asmuch as  the  ground  upon  which  the  appropriation  is  asked  and 
recommend  is  that  of  aiding  the  City  police  in  an  important 
object,  that  the  Council  should  be  allowed  some  power  in  the 
management  of  the  institution  to  be  aided  by  it,  and  that  such 
securities  and  power  to  particepate  by  a  proper  officer  in  the 
management  of  the  institution  should  Le  made  a  condition  of 
such  appropriation.  James  Sulgrove) 

H.J.Horn      (  Comt 
J.B.E.Reed    ) 

Mr.Fuqua  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  laid  on  the 
table.    Prevailed. 

The  following  accounts  allowed, 

To  John  S. Watts  for  rent  on  Lot  12  where 

■  Michael  Chary  for  Labor 
N  R.  O'Neal  M 
"  John  W. Kemper  H 
H  Murphy  n 
H  Wra  Looney  H 
"  John  Donnchue  " 
"  Michael  Conn el     " 

■  Michael  Cur ran     H 
"  R. Weeks  " 
"  ffallier  &  Vandegrift  £30  ft  Oak  sills 
M  James  Kirlin  for  groceries  by  Willis 
H  F.A.Morris   H   removing  dead  dogs. 
M  A.A.Scott    M     «        n     n 
"  James  W.Buckhart  killing  &  removing  d 
"  George  W.Pitts  « 
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The  following  report  was  received  and  concured  in 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis  I  herewith  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  number  of  arrests  made  by  me  during  the 
last  month; 

C-eorge  M.Butsch    for  aeealt  Sc   battery    German 
Fredereck  Long     B    "        "  H 

"John  Long         ■    «        "         " 

James  McG-regie     "   using  imorooer  language  at  U  Station.  Irishman 
John  Shield        "   intoxication  " 

James  Montgomery   M   Loud  solicitation  for  passengers  at 

U  Station  " 

George  W. Maxwell   "   "     "      ■    ■      m       n  American 


.K. House  is 

$46.00 

*.5C 

5.00 

6.25 

5.00 

2.50 

2.00 

2.00 

2.  50 

2.0^ 

7.25 

4.75 

2.50 

.50 

d  dogs 

1.50 

« 

2.25 
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52i 


John  Shaw 


for  Loud  solicitation  for  passengers  at  U  Station 


Fred  R.Kayler  " 
John  Metier  ■ 
Edward  Dupree  " 
Peter  Carroll  " 
Jeremiah  SwailH 
Wm. Miller  M 
George  W  Maxwell 

Mullen 
David  Leach 
June  4th  1955 


Intoxication 
ii 
it 

H 


Improper  language  a+  ^T  Station 
Intoy.1  cation 
assalt  &  batery 

George  W.Fitts  Marshall 


American 

German 
ii 

American 

H 
II 
H 
H 


The  following  report  was  received 
Amount  of  time  served  by  each  Watchman 


W.J.H. Robinson 

served 

27j  d 

Francis  I.Wright 

ii 

26"  « 

Halvin  Davis 

n 

27i  ■ 

Thomas  Atkinson 

n 

28   « 

David  D«arlnger 

ti 

27h    " 

David  Anderson 

n 

23"  " 

Aaron  Taff 

N 

26-|  « 

A.S.Dale 

H 

18   H 

B.F.Lobaugh 

n 

27   » 

David  B.Hay 

n 

28   » 

Wm.McClain 

ii 

26i  " 

Robert  Pratt 

ii 

28   " 

Hubbard  Adams 

ti 

27   " 

G-eorge  Owings 

ti 

28   M 

J . M. Vanblarican 

I! 

20   " 
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Bo  of  Arrests  for  intoxication  42 

w   «   «       n   disturbing  the  Pease  5 

ii   «   ..       it  fa6t  arising  1 

H   ■   H       M  stealing  horse  1 

Whole  number  of  arrests  49 

I  would  recommend  the  Council  to  allow  two  dollars  to  David  An- 
derson for  8  days  cervices  as  captain  in  my  absence. 
Respectfully  submitted 
J.M.Vanvlarican  Capt  of  ^u^r^ 


On  motion  the  two  dollars  for  eight  days  services  was  allowed  to 
David  Anderson  and  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to  issue  warrents 
for  the  services  above  stated. 
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Mr.  Jones  presented  an  Ordinance  entitled,  "An  Ordinance  amen- 
datory of  an  Ordinance  entitled  an  Ordinace  relative  to  nuis- 
ances and  other  offences  against  the  police  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis  passed  April  SOth,  1852. 
Which  ?/as  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Douglass  presented  the  following, 

An  Ordinance  to  restrain  Hogs  and  swine  from  running  at 
1 arge , 

Sec.  1  Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis,  that 
from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  it  shall  be  unlawful 
for  hogs  and  swine  of  any  description  to  run  at  large  within  the 
corporation  limits  of  said  City. 
Referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 

Resolved  that  the  street  commissioner  be  directed  to  clean 
out  all  the  gutters  on  streets  that  have  been  graded  (at  the 
expense  of  the  City,)  and  fill  up  all  holes  on  graded  streets. 
Adopted,  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative  Bo ze, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua, Home, Jones, 
Keeley,Mansur  &  Reed 
Negative    None 

Mr.Keeley  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  street  commissioner  be  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  have  the  cistern  on  the  corner  of  Meridian  and  Ohio 
Streets  repaired  and  put  in  condition  to  hold  water 
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Adopted  by  the  following  vote, 

Affermative  were  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, D el zell,Dunlap, Douglass,  Fuqua, 

Horn,Eeeley,Mansur,  and  Reed 

Negative    None 

Mr.Keeley  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  Street  Commissioners  be  authorized  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  to  have  the  pumps  at  all  the  cisterns  to  have  iron 
handles  and  pins,  also  iron  straps  and  hooks  on  the  same. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative  were  Messrs  Boze,  Beck.,  Delzell,Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua, 
Gra.ydon,Horne,Keeley,Mansur  and.  Reed 
Negative,  None 

Mr. Boaz  offeree,  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  set  the 
grade  stakes  on  the  West  side  of  Meridian  Street,  from  Washington 
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Street  to  the  Union  Depot. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative  were  Messrs  Boaz53eck,Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, 

Q-raydon, Home, Jones, Keeley,Mansur,  and  Reed 

Negative  None 

Mr. Peck  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  City  Engineer  receive  bids  and  put  under 
contract  to  the  lowest  bidder  the  gutter,  grading  and  graveling 
on  North  side  of  Washington  Street  from  Pennsylvania  to  Delaware 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative  were  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell.Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, 
G-raydon, Horn, Jones, Keeley,Mansur,  &  Reed. 

Mr. Jones  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to  em- 
ploy hands  to  labor  on  the  Streets  that  reside  in  the  ward  that 
the  work  is  to  be  done  in  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  get  them. 
Which  was  not  Adopted  by  the  following  vote, 
Affermative  were  Messrs  Douglass, Fuqua, Jones  and  Mansur 
Negative,  Messrs  Delzell,Dunlap,G-raydon,Korn,Feeley  &  Reed 
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Mr. Douglass  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  ascertain 
the  cost  of  building  an  Office  in  the  City  G-raveyard  for  the  ac- 
comodation of  the  Sexton.  The  building  to  be  16  by  18  feet  one 
story  high,  and  report  the  same  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  City 
Council, 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affermative  Messrs  Boaz, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, G-raydon , 
Horn, Jones, Keeley, Mansur  and  Reed 
Negative,  None 

Mr. Reed  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  locate  a  cistern 

in  the  7th  ward     Prevailed 

The  following  were  appointed  Messrs  Reed, Beck  &  Jones. 

Mr. Mansur  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Judiciary  committee  be  instructed  to  forme  an 
Ordinance  so  that  the  Stalls  of  the  Mar^e$  can  be  leased  for 
the  term  of  three  years. 
Adapted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affermative  Messrs  Beck,  Del  z  ell,  Dun  lap  .Douglass,  Fuqua, Gr  ay  don, 
Horn, Jones, Keeley, Mansur,  end  Reed. 
Negative,  Boaz 
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Mr. Mans ur  offered  the  following. 
Resolved 

That  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Marshal  to  see 
that  the  tumblers  used  in  the  Council  Chamber  are  in  such  or- 
der that  a  whiteman  can  drink  out  of  them. 
Adopted  by  consent 

Mr.Graydon  presented  the  assessment  roll  of  the  City  Assessor 
for  the  nresent  year,  showing  the  ammount  of  assessment  to  be 
$6,822,815. 

Mr. Dun lap  moved  that  the  Council  meet  on  the  20th  day  of  June 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding  all  complaints  of  the 
assessment,  and  that  the  clerk  give  notice  of  the  same. 
Prevailed. 
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Mr.Dunlap  moved  that  the  Council  proceed  to  the  election  of 
Clirk  for  the  South  Market.   Prevailed. 

J. B. Pi tier  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  South  Market. 

Mr.Dunlap  offeree?  the  following 
Resolved 

That  that  the  Market  Master  at  the  South  Market  be 
allowed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  payable  quar- 
terly as  other  officers. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Afferr.^tivc, Messrs  Eoaz, Beck, Del z ell, Dunlap, Douglas s,  Fuqua, G-ray- 

don, Horn, Jones, Keeley,Mansur  and  Reed 

Negative,  None. 

Mr. Jones  moved  that  one  half  JiA.McNeels  taxes  for  last  year  be 
refunded.     Prevailed       8.05 

Mr.  Mansur  presented  the  following  petition. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
Gentlemen  we  the  undersigned  owners  of  property  on  the  South 
side  of  Michigan  street  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee  Streets 
being  desirous  of  having  our  side  walk  graced  and  graveled  ac- 
cording to  your  Ordinance  on  the  subject  of  making  side  walks 
v/ould  respect! fully  represent  our  property  as  follows  and  ask 
your  honorable  body  to  have  the  same  done  at  our  expense. 

Cornelius  King   97  ft  6'  in 
Jacob  Vandegrift  70  " 
E.Colestock     110  " 
Concured  in. 
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Mr.Mansur  moved  that  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  let 
out  the  work  to  the  lovest  bidder.   Prevailed 

Mr. Home  presented  a  petition  from  Robert  Harbison,  praying  the 
Council  to  allow  him  an  ammount  sufficient  to  reimburse  him  for 
the  loss  sustained  in  a  contract  for  graveling  the  East  Market 
Lot.   Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.Keeley  moved  that  the  account  of  Mr.Scho field  be  refered  to 

the  Committee  on  cisterns. 

Prevailed 
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Mr.  Horn  offered  the  following 
Resoived, 

That  the  City  Engineer  advertise  for  bids  for  con- 
structing eight  crossings  on  Washington  Street  with  cast  Iron 
Bridge  according  to  the  plan  presented,  where  the  street  is 
guttered  and  the  walks  are  paved,  and  that  two  of  the  crossings 
be  at  Meridian  Street  and  three  East  end  three  West. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affemative  Messrs  Boaz,  Beck,  Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  Gray  don,  Horn, 
Jones, Mansur  and  Reed 
Negative  Delzell  and  Keeley. 

Mr. Jones  moved  that  the  City  Engineer  be  authorized  to  take  the 
bid  offered  for  the  construction  oi    the  cistern  on  the  corner 
of  Mississippi  and  Maryland  Streets. 
Prevailed. 

On  Motion  the  Council  Adjourned. 

Attest 

Alfred  Stevens  James  McCready  Mayor 

City  Clerk 

Bid  of  Cyrus  Obets  of  the  cistern  on  the  corner  of  Maryland  and 
Mississippi  Streets. 

I  propose  to  build  a  cistern  to  be  located  on  the  corner 
of  Maryland  and  Mississippi  Street  with  cement  and  sand  except 
to  turn  the  arch  for  which  lime  and  sand  will  be  used,  all  to 
be  completed  in  workman  like  manner  8t  the  rate  of  65  cents 
oer  barrel. 

Respectly 
May  29th  1855  Cyras  Obets 
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Council  Chamber 
June  18th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M.  present  the  Mayor  and  all 
the  Council  exceot  Messrs  Douglass  and  Horn 


Street  Commissioners  report  received  and  allowed 

June  13th  1855 
-  orked 
ii 


7'J 
5-t 


cay: 

n 


on 


stre-ts  at  $1.25 
1.25 


Pady  Herartji 

James  Griffin 

Tim  Kaley  "      7| 

Tim  Murphy  "      6 

Thomas  Keenan        "      6 

Christ  Coleman       "      7 

James  Hiesas         "      5f 

Philip  Sock  »      6f 

Jacob  Stiner         "      6f 

Mike  Reru  »      5 

Dan  McNer  M      6 

John  McG-raw  "      6 

Thomas  O'Connel      w      7 

William  Sovaary      "      6 

Michael  O'Connel    ■       6 

Pat  0 'Herren        "      6 

Hugh  Slaven  »  12 

Charles  Nutraeir  H  6 

James  Dugan  "      7 

Peter  Marety        "      6j 

Fred  Wishmeir        H      4§ 

Dennis  C^uinlin  for  hawling 

John  Kentzel  for  bill  posting 

Hugh  Slavin  12  days  with  horses  and  Wa 

Anthony  Lowman  5  "     H    "     M    " 

Frank  Morris   6  ■    "    M     "    " 

John  Kelly     6  "  work 

Walters  &  McNabb  for  1500  bricks  for  well  at  cistern 

C  &  J  Cox  for  Scales  (South  Market) 

A. Gray con  for  nails,  shovels  &c 

"J.B.Fltler  Commissioner 


on  at   $2.50 
ii         ii 
ti         ii 

1.25 


$9.68 
6.87 
9.37 
7.50 
7.50 
8.75 
7.18 
8.43 
8.43 
6.25 
7.50 
7.50 
8.75 
7.50 
7.50 
7.50 
15.00 
7.50 
8.75 
8.12 
5.62 
2.5a 
1.00 
30.00 
12.50 
15.00 
7.50 
7.00 
1.75 
22.59 
$270.84 


City  Engineers  Report  received  and  concured  in. 

The  Bridge  across  the  Canal  on  Vermont  St  is  finished 
according  to  the  contract  by  Mr. Wilson  the  contractor.  A  Mr. 
Vale  informs  me  that  he  has  a  contract  under  Mr. Wood  for 
gravelling  the  South  Market  square,  and  that  be  has  cone  about 
$65  worth  of  vork,  for  which  he  says  he  has  received  pay. 
There  remains 
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to  oe  done  about  $80  worth  of  work.  I  can  find  no  contract 
between  the  City  and  Mr. Vale.  Among  Mr. Woods  papers .  I  wish 
to  be  instructed  how  to  proceed  in  the  matter,  snc  if  Mr. Vale 
is  to  be  allowed  to  go  on  and  finish  the  ,7-ork.  The  cistern  on 
corner  of  New  Jersey  end  Wood  Streets,  under  Mr.  Scho field 
contract,  I  found  was  not  being  properly  constructed,  and  have 
consequently  suspended  the  work. 
Estimate  for  a  house  for  City  sexton  $200. 
Indianapolis  June  13,  1855 

Respectfully  submitted 
A. R. Condit 

City  Emgineer 

Mr.  Dunlap  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the 
following  ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  to  restrane  hogs  or  swine  from  running  at 
large  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, 
and  providing  the  mode  of  taking,  up,  impounding  and  selling 
the  same. 
Which  was  read  the  second  time  and  laic  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dunlap  also  presented  the  following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  authorizing  the  sale  and  leasing  of  the  stalls 
in  the  several  market  houses  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis  and 
fixing  the  time  snc.   terms  thereof. 
Which  was  read  the  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

MT.Delzell  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  accounts  offered  the 
following  accounts  which  were  allowed. 

3-. W.Pitts  for  Oliver  Willis  groceries  $9.78 

W.H.Buford  "   groceries  for  Oliver  Willis  12.52 

Dr. F.S. Newcomer  for  Medical  attendance  on  O.Willis   50.25 
George  W.Pitts   "    1  load  of  Wood        n      "        1.50 

Accounts  of  Messrs  Elder  &   Karkins,  E.G. Berry,  R.O'Niel  and 
Hasselman  &  Vinton,  on  motion  were  refered  to  the  Committee  on 
accounts . 

Mr. Reed  presented  the  following  report 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  location  of  the  cis- 
tern in  the  7th  ward  would  recommend  the  South  East  corner  of 
reorgia  and  Noble  Streets. 

J.B.E.Reed  ) 

W.H.Jones   (    committee 

Samuel  Beck) 


215   ft 
202i» 
16.10ja»n, 
16.10£    » 

67|   ft 
16.10^in 
38.4      » 
67-|    ft 
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Mr.  Beck  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, 
The  undersigned  owners  of  two  thirds  of  the  number  of 
feet  on  the  alley  in  Square  63  between  Delaware  and  Alabama 
Streets,  being  desirous  to  grade  and  gravel  the  same, pray  your 
Honorable  body  to  direct  the  Civil  Engineer  to  set  the  grade 
stakes  and  advertise  for  proposals  and  let  the  same. 

Samuel  Beck 

H. Basher 

John  Stumph 

Wm.Shopenhorst 

Indianapolis  &  Cincinnati  R  R  by 
T.A.Morris  Prst 

Robert  Talkington 

Kluman  &  Tapking 

Saml  Judah 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Beck  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Engineer 

Mr.G-oode  presented  a  petition,  from  the  resident  property 
holders  in  the  North  part  of  the  City,  asking  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  a  good  and  efficient  Fire  Apparatus  for  Washington 
Fire  Co.  No. 4.  On  Motion  was  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department. 

Mr.Dunlap  offered  the  following. 
Resolved.  That  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City,  to  execute  a  deed 
in  fee  Simple  to  Andrew  A. Louden  for  Lot  Number  three  (3)  in 
Out  Block  Number  One  hundred  and  fifty  nine  (159)  as  laid  out 
by  said  Council,  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  and  affix  the 
Corporate  seal  there to, which  said  deed  shall  be  tendered  and 
delivered  to  said  Louden  by  the  City  Attorney,  on  the  payment 
by  said  Louden  of  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money, and  Interest 
due  thereon,  to  said  attorney,  said  Louden  being  the  assignee 
of  John  E. Stumph  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Theodore  Dick- 
man  deed  to  whom  said  lot  was  originally  sold.  The  aramount  of 
the  consideration  money  to  be  stated  in  said  deed  to  be  one 
hundred  dollars. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affermative, Messrs  Boaz,  Beck,  Del  zell,Dunlap,Fuqua,G-raydon, 
Goode, Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove.   Negative  None. 
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Mr.Dunlap  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable to  survey  all  streets  and  alleys, establishing  the  grades 
thereof  that  have  not  heretofore  been  surveyed  within  the  cor- 
porate limits  and  present  a  profile  of  the  same  to  the  Council 
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for  their  approval,    and   that   he  be   authorized    to   employ  all 

necessary  labor  and  assistance   at    the    expense   of  the   City. 

Adopted   oy   the   following  vote. 

Af fermative,    Messrs   Boaz,Beck,Delzell,Dunlap,Fuqua, G-raydon, 

Goode, J0nes,Keeley,Mansur,Reid   and  Sulgrove. 

Negative  v:0ne. 

Mr.G-oode  offered  the  following, 
Resolved, 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  set  the  grade 
stakes  on  Alabama  Street  between  North  Street  and  the  alley 
North  of  the  same,  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  benefit  of  per- 
sons desirous  to  build. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affennatlve,  Mesers  Boaz, Beck, Del zell,Dunlap,Fuqua, G-raydon,  G-oode, 
Jones ,Keeley,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative  None, 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  locate  a  cistern 
in  the  first  ward. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affermative  Messrs  Beck,Delzell,Dunlap,Fuqua, Goode, J0nes,Keeley, 
Mansur,F.eid.  and  Sulgrove 
Negative  Mr. G-raydon. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  Messrs  Delzell,Keeley  and 
Boaz. 

Mr. Jones  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  advertise  for 
proposals  for  building  a  sewer  or  gutter  on  the  West  sid.e  of 
Illinois  Street,  from  the  North  side  of  Washington  Street  to 
Fogues  Run  to  be  built  of  good  brick  or  stone  and  not  less  than 
four  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  nor  less  than  three  and  one  half 
feet  to  the  centre  of  the  arch,  the  bottom  to  be  ppved  with 
brick  or  dressed  stone.    Not  Adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Af fermative  Messrs  G-raydon, J0nes  &   Sulgrove  5 

Negative, Messrs  Boaz, Beck, D el zell,Dunlap,  Fuqua,Good.e,Keeley, 
T"ansur  pn.6.   Reed  9 
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Mr.    Delzell  moved  that  John  and  James  Johnson     be   allowed  $2.25 
for  an   over  pry  of  taxes   paid  by    them   in   the   year  1837. 
Prevailed. 
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Mr. Reid  offeree  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  receive  bids, 
end  out  under  contract  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  the 
Cistern  on  the  Corner  of  Georgia  and  Noble  Streets. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Aifermative  Messrs  Beck, Del zell,  Dunlap,  Fuqua,  Grayd.on,  G-oode, 
Keeley ,Mansur,  end  Reid. 
Negative  Messrs  Boa z, Jones  and  Sulgrove. 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  and  he  hereby  is  requested 
without  delay,  bo  cause  to  be  opened  and  put  in  such  condition  as 
will  carry  the  water  to  Pogues  Run,  the  gutters  on  both  sides 
of  Alabama  Street  between  Pogues  Run  and  Merrill  Street,  and  to 
enable  him  so  to  open  said  gutters,  that  the  City  Engineer 
Cause  the  proper  survey  and  grade  stakes  to  be  set. 
Aaopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Af f ermative  Messrs  Boa z , Beck , Dunlap ,  Fuqua , Goode , Keeley , Mansur 
and  Reid. 
Negative  Messrs  Jones  and  Sulgrove 

Mr. Beck  presented  the  following  communication 

South  Street  in  front  of  my  property,  having  been  cut 
down  several  feet,  leaving  the  side  walk  about  four  feet  higher 
than  the  Street, Will  the  Council  allow  me  to  grade  and  gravel 
said  side  walk  and  use  the  dirt  on  the  said  walk  fronting  other 
property  on  Alabama  Street,  and   on  private  property. 
Granted.  R.B.Duncan 

Mr. Dunlap  offered  the  following, 
Resolved, 

That  the  fine  and  cost  assessed  against  John  P.Michael 
by  the  Mayor  on  June  8th  inst,  for  giving  away  Liquor,  and  for 
card  playing  on  the  Sabbath,  be  and  is  hereby  remitted. 
Not  Adopted  oy   the  fallowing  vote. 

Affermative  Messrs  Delzell, Dunlap, Keeley  and  Reid  4 

Negative  Piessrs  Boaz, Beck,  Fuqua,  Goode,  Jones, Mansur  &   Sulgrove  7 
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Mr.  Dunlap  moved,  That  a  Committee  oe   appointed  to  purchase  an 
Iron  safe  for  the  use  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  City. 
Prevailed  and  the  following  persons  were  appointed  the  committee 
I.essrs  Dunlap, Horn  and  G-oode. 
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Mr.Delzell  moved  That  Mr.Roboins  be  allowed  to  give  a  concert 
in  this  City  on  or  about  the  27th  without  license. 
Prevailed 

Mr. Jones  moveci  that  the  Clirk  be  authorized  to  issue  en  order 
to  John  S. Watts  for  rent  on   Lot  12   used  by  the  O.K. Bucket  Company, 
in  place  of  an  order  that  was  lost. 
Prevailed 

Mr. Sulgrove  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill  up  the 
gutter  on  the  West  side  of  Illinois  Street  from  the  North  side 
of  Washington  street  to  the  Bank 
Mot  Adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Affermative  Messrs  Fuqua, Jones,  and  Sulgrove 
Negative    "      Beck,Delzell,Dunlap,Graydon,  G-oode,Keeley, 
Mansur  and.  Re  id 

Mr.Boaz  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  notify  the 
Madison  Rail  Road  Company  to  remove  the  switch  off  the  side  walk 
on  South  Street 
Adopted  tiy   the  following  vote 

Affermative  Messrs  3oaz,  Be  ck,Delzell,Dunlap,  Fuqua,  Gray  don,  G-oode, 
J0nes,Keeley,I:ansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Negative  None 

Mr. Fuqua  moved  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  authorized  to 
have  a  plank  road  laid  from  the  Engine  House  of  the  Western  Lib- 
erties Company  to  Washington  Street 
Prevailed 

Mr. Beck  moved  that  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  examin  and 
see  if  the  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati  Rail  Road  Company  have 
complied  with  the  Ordinance  relative  to  the  culverts  in  the 
7th  ward. 

Prevailed 
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T.r.Reid  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  put  two 
foot  bridges  over  the  gutter  on  the  South  side  of  Virginia  Ave- 
nue at  the  crossing  of  New  Jersey  Street. 
Adoptee  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative  Messrs  Boa  z,Dunlap,  Fuqua,  G-ray  don,  J0nes,Keeley  ,?'ansur 
Re id  and  Sulgrove 
Negative  None 
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On  Motion  of  Mr. Jones  the  following  Ordinance  was  taken  from 
the  table 

Ara  Ordinance  amendatory  of  an  Ordinance  entitled  an  Or- 
dinance relative  to  nuisasices  and  other  offences  against  the 
police  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis  passed  April  20th  1852. 
Sec. 1st  Be  it  Ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis  that  the  fifth  Section  of  an   Ordinance  entitled  an 
Ordinance  relative  to  nuisances  and  other  offences  against  the 
po  ice  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis" .Which  reads  as  follows. 
Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  deposet  or  cause  to  be  deposited 
in  any  of  the  squares,  Streets  or  alleys  of  this  City  any  timber, 
wood,  rails,  posts  or  any  material  of  any  description  whatever 
and  suffer  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  to  remain  therein  for  a 
longer  period  than  twenty  four  hours  after  being  notified  by 
the  Marshall  to  remove  it,  shall  on  conviction  thereof  forfeit 
and  pay   the  sum  of  three  dollars  for  every  twenty  four  hours 
the  same  shall  continue  after  the  expiration  of  said  term  of 
twenty  four  hours,  provided  that  persons  engaged  in  building 
or  making  pavements  may  deposit  material  for  such  building  or 
pavement  in  any  of  the  Streets  or  alleys  for  a  reasonable  time, 
but  no  person  shall  be  authorized  to  fill  up  any  gutter  or 
channell  for  the  passage  of  water  or  so  obstruct  the  said  streets 
or  alleys  as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  carriages  or  occupy  more 
than  two  thirds  of  such  street  or  alley.  Shall  be  amended  to 
read  as  follows, 

Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  deposit  or  cause  to  be 
deposited  in  any  of  the  squares,  streets  or  alleys  of  this  City 
any  timber,  wood,  rails,  posts  or  any  material  of  any  description 
whatever  and  shall  suffer  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  to  remain 
therein  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty  four  hours  after  being 
notified  by  the  Street  Commissioner  to  remove  it  shall  on  con- 
viction thereof  forfeit  and  pay   the  sum  of  three  dollars  for 
every  twenty  four  hours  the  same  shall  continue  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  said  term  of  twenty  four  hours,  provided  that  per- 
sons engaged  in  building  or  making  pavements,  by  making  appli- 
cation to  the  Common  Council  for  a  oermit  stating  the  time  re- 
quired to  complete  such  building  which  time  shall  not  exceed 
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One  hundred  days  may  deposite  material  for  such  building  or 
pavement  in  any  of  the  Streets  or  alleys  for  the  time  permited 
by  the  Common  Council,  but  no  person  shall  be  authorized  to 
fill  up  any  gutter  or  channele  for  the  free  oassa.-e  of  water 
or  so  obstruct  the  said  Streets  or  alleys  as  to  orevent  the 
passing  of  Carriages  or  occupy  more  than  one  third  of  such 
Street  or  alley. 
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Sec.  2.  This  Ordinance  shall  oe  in  force  from  ?nc  after  its 

publication  as  required  by   the  City  Charter. 

Ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Del zell,Dunlap,Fuqua,£raydon, Good, 

Jones, Keeley  ,!<:ensur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 

Negative  None 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 

Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  our- 

cfca.se feet  of  Oak  plank  for  the  purpose  of  building  foot 

bridges. 
Adopted. 

Ir.-ra.ydon  moved  that  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  work  done  on  the  alley  in  Square  44  between 
Market  and  Ohio  Streets. 
Prevailed 

Mr.Dunlap  moved,  that  the  Sextons  house  in  the  Grave  Yard  be 
built  and  ceiled  with  plank. 
Prevailed 

Mr. Jones  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Pinanciei  Committee  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  setting  apart  a  sufficient  amount 
of  the  revenue  of  the  present  year  to  pp.y   the  Watchmen  for 
their  services. 

Tot  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Af f ermative  Messrs  Boaz ,  Fuqua ,  G-raydon ,  Jones ,  and  Mansur 
Negative    "      Beck, Delzell,Dunlap,Goode,Keeley, Reed  and 
Sul grove. 

On  Lotion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest  James  McC reedy  Mayor 

Alfred  Stephens 

City  Clerk 
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Council  Chamber 
June  20th  1855 

The  members  of  the  Council  met  at  2  OClock  P.!T.  The  Mayor  and 
all  the  members  present  except  Messrs  Goode  and  Reid. 

On  Motion  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting  were 
suspended. 

Mr.Delzell  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  presented  the 

following  account  which  was  allowed. 

C.G-. Barry  for  printing  -'47.00 

LIr.Boaz  offeree  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  notify 
John  McCollum  to  dig  a  sink  or  to  fill  up  the  lot  on   the  corner 
of  Delawere  and  Merrill  Streets,  to  prevent  the  water  from  stand- 
ing on  the  lot. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Afferm^tive  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Dunlsp, Dougless, Fuqus , Horn, 
Jones, Keeley, Mansur  and  Sul^rove 
Negative  None 

Mr. Keeley  presented  tine  following  oetition. 

Indianapolis  May  28th  1855 

We  the  owners  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  line  of  Lots  on  East 

Street  between  Market  Street  and  New  York  Street  oray  your  Honor- 
able body  to  have  the  same  graded  and  graveled. 

Phebe  Johnson  674 

John  Keeley  81 

W.M.Kendrick  55 

Al  Springs tean  50 

Mary  Ann  Iv?ns  33  1/3 

!".  S.Rob  ins  on  105 

Samuel  Owings  33 

Wm.C. Means  33  1/3 

On  motion  of  I.'r.  Keeley  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Engineer  to 
see  if  it  was  right  and  to  take  bids  on  the  same  for  the  grading 
and  graveling. 

?.!r. Jones  presinted  the  account  of  John  '"-.Tatters  wich  on  Motion 
was  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 


Cornelia  M.Wilkenson 

910  ft. 

Nancy  Parr 

33* 

Isaac  Thalman 

32 

Peter  B.Whitsit 

40 

W.  J.H.Robinson 

138 

Lawrence  Lalb 

110 

'V.W.Wick 

67| 

Samuel  Wallace 

50 

M.X.  Greenwood 

50 
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Mr. Horn  presented  an  ordinance  entitled  "An  Ordinance  to  regu- 
late the  sale  of  Firewood  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis  which 
was  refered  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr. Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed  to  report  at  our 
next  meeting  an  Ordinance  reducing  the  number  of  the  Watch 
to  one  to  each  ward,  including  the  Captain  for  the  same. 
Laid  on  the  table  ~oy   the  following  vote 

Affirmative  Messrs  3oaz,  Beck,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  Gray  don,  Jones  ,Mansur 
and  Sulgrove 
Negative  Messrs  Delzell,Dunlap,Horn  and  Keeley 

Mr. Douglass  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Lafayette  Rail  Road  Company  have  comply ed  with  the  Ordinance 
in  regard  to  the  grade  of  the  City,  and  reoort  the  same  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  City  Council. 
Adopted  "oy   the  following  vote 

At"  f  irmat  i  ve ,  V.es  srs  Boaz ,  Beck,  Delzell ,  Dun  lap ,  Douglass  ,  Fuqua ,  G-ray- 
don, Horn,  J0nes  ,  Keeley ,  Mansur  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  None 

Hr.G-raydon  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  A  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  price  of  a  lot  in  a  Central  location  or  the  terms  of  a  lease 
for  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  there  sn  Engine  House 
for  Relief  Fire  Co  and  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz,  Beck,  Delzell,  DunlaP,  Douglass,  Fuqua l,  G-raydon, 
Horn, Jones, Keeley, Mansur  and  Sulgrove. 

And  the  following  persons  were  appointed  Messrs  G-raydon,  Mansur 
and  Fuqua . 

Mr. Delzell  moved  that  the  assessment  of  his  and  Charles  Parrys 
lot  in  Square  65  be  §800.00  a  oeace  &  that  Mr.G-astons  be  raised 
to  $1000. 

Prevailed 
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Mr.  Hor#  moved  that  the  assessment  on  the  improvement  on  his  lot 
in  Square  55  be  reduced  $500,  which  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr. Sulgrove  moved  that  it  be  reduced  §200 
Which  prevailed 
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J'r.Delzell  moved  that  Barrett  &  Jackson  be  assessed  $10000, 
on  the  Canal. 

Prevailed 

-  .  G-raydon  moved  that  the  Clirk  be  authorized  to  issue  an  order 
for  $11.60  to  R.Habison  for  the  grading  and  graveling  on  the 
crossing  of  the  Alley  in  Square  44. 
Prevailed. 

Ir.Dunlap  moved  that  forty  five  cents  on  the  hundred  be  levied  for 
the  G-eneral  Tax  and  twenty  cents  on  the  hundred  for  School  tax. 
Prevailed 

I/ir.Dunlap  moved  that  the  Council  adjourn  to  meet  on  next  Monday 
at  2  O'clock  P.: I. 
Prevailed 

Attest  James  TcCready  Mayor 

Alfred  Stephens  City  Clerk 
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Council  Chamber 
June  25th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M..  The  Mayor  and  all  the 
members  present  except  I'essrs  Keeley  pnc.   T"ansur. 
On  Motion  the  reading  of  the  r'inutes  of  the  preceeding  meeting 
were  suspended. 

Mr.Dunlap  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the 
following  Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  the  leving  of  taxes  for  the  year 
1355. 

Sec.  1st  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis:  That  a.  tax  for  general  purposes  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  levied  uoon  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  value  of  all 
property  entered  for  taxation  in  the  general  list  of  City  tax- 
ables  for  the  year  1355,  the  sum  of  forty  five  cents;  and  on 
each  pole  subject  to  taxation  fifty  cents. 

Sec. 2.  That  there  is  hereby  levied  uoon  each  one  hundred  dollars 
of  said  list  of  taxables  for  School  purposes  for  tie  current  year 
the  the  sum  of  twenty  cents. 

See  3.  That  there  be  assessed  on  each  dog  the  sum  of  one   dollar. 

Sec.  4.  This  ordinance  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage. 
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Mr.Sulgrove  moved  to  amend  the  5  Sec  by  making  the  Tax  on  dogs 
two  dollars  instead  of  one 

Which  die  not  prevaile. 

Mr. Jones  moved  that  the  tax  for  the  General  Fund,  be  reduced  to 
forty  cents 

Which  did  not  prevail. 
And  on  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and.  the  Ordinance  was 
ordained  by   the  following  vote 

Affirmative ,  Messrs  Boaz , Beck, Del z ell, Dunlap , Douglas s , Fuqua , Grrsy- 
don,  G-oode, Horn, J0nes,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative  U.one 

Mr.Graydon  presented  a,  communication  from  Mr. R.R. Underbill  ask- 
ing the  Council  to  correct  the  assessment  of  the  improvements 

on  the  Foundry  Lots. 

Mr.Graydon  moved  that  the  Committee  on   Accounts  and  the  City 
Treasurer,  be  authorized  to  correct  the  assessment  of  this  year 
and  also  to  make  all  corrections  for  last  year. 
Prevailed 
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'r.Delzell  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Honorable,  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  who  own  and  represent  Out  Blocks  Nos.182  &  183 
in  the  North  East  part  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis  would  rep- 
resent to  your  Honorable  body  that  the  position  of  the  North 
line  of  the  City,  or  Donation  is  not  fixed  or  precisely  known 
in  said  part  of  the  City,  and  further  that  by  recent  private 
survey,  the  same  has  been  fixed  in  a  different  place  from  where 
it  formerly  was.  Believing  that  it  cannot  be  permanently  estab- 
lished except  by  the  City  authorities,  the  undersigned  most 
respectfully  request  an  order  directing  the  City  Engineer  to 
establish  the  same  by  a  thorough  and  complete  survey  of  said 
lines. 

I  represent  an  alternate  series  of  lots)    R.A.Taylor 
on  said  line  in  Out  Block  No  131,      (   John  Coburn 
O.K.Smith  Prest  E.Indl  &  C.R.R.        )    David  Loucks 

The  prayer  was  granted,  and  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the 
City  Engineer  make  a  Complete  survey  of  the  North  line  of  the 
City  ana  establish  the  same. 

I'r.Horn  oresented  the  following  petition, 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis. 
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The  undersigned  being  the  entire  owner  of  the  South 
half  of  Block  No  fifteen  (lb)    is  desirous  of  grading  and  grav- 
eling the  sice  walk  on  the  seme  in  order  that  he  may  have  it 
ready  for  placing  his  fence  in  proper  elevation,  and  planting 
trees  in  the  fall,  Prays  your  Honorable  body  to  have  "the  stake 
set  on  Vermont  Street  and  allow  him  the  privilege  of  useing  as 
much  of  the  earth  from  the  east  side  of  his  premises  as  will  matee 
the  necessary  fill  on  said  South  side  walk. 
Indianapolis  June  24,  1855,       G-eorge  W.Mears 
The  prayer  was  granted,  and  it  is  therefor  ordered  that  the  City 
Engineer  set  the  stake  for  the  side  walk  on  Vermont  Street. 

Mr.DunlaP  presented  the  following  report 

To  the  Common  Council,  June  25/55 

The  undersigned  who  were  appointed  to  purchase  an  Iron 
safe  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  City,  have  performed  that  duty  by 
negotiating  with  Messrs  Duryee  &  Forsyth  of  Rochester  New  York, 
to  furnish  a  Safe  40  X  52  inches,  with  a  powder  proof  lock,  end 
a  money  chest,  for  the  sum  of  $375,  at  a.  four  months  credit,  the 
freight  of  which  to  this  place  being  defrayed  in  part  by  the 
manufacturing  Company.  It  is  expected  to  arrive  in  3  or  4  weeks. 
Concured  in  S.Dunlap  ) 

H.J.Horn  (  Commt 

3.  3.0-oode) 
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Mr.  Reid  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of  the  seventh  ward 
asking  the  Council  to  pass  an  Ordinance  granting  the  right  of  way 
to  the  Indiana  Central  Rail  Road  Company  though  Maryland  Street 
if  they  procured  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ground,  to  make  a  new 
Street  60  feet  wide. 
On  Notion  refered  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Dunlap  presented  the  drawings  and  olans  by  Nr.  Isaac  Hodgson 
of  the  City"  Hospital. 

Mr. Dunlap  offered  the  following  Resolutions, 
Resolved, 

That  the  Council  adopt  the  plan  and  specifications 
of  the  Hospital  building  now  presented;  And  drawn  ~dj   Mr.  Isaac 
Hodgson  Architect;  And  that  four  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated 
from  the  Treasury  to  the  erection  of  the  South  wing  of  said 
building. 
Adopted. 

Resolved, 

That  the  Chair  appoint  a  building  commitee  whose  duty 
shall  be  to  collect  the  material  and  proceed  to  the  construction 
of  the  building  in  the  cheapest  e.no   best  manner,  as  laid  down 
in  the  specifications;  and  report  at  least  Quarterly  to  the 
Council  of  their  action,  setting  forth  in  detail  the  expenditure 
and  progress. 
Adooted. 
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Resolved, 

That  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  employ  an  archi- 
tect and  allow  him  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services. 
Which  were  adopted  by  the  following  votes: 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boa z, Beck, Del zell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua, 
^ray don, Goode, Horn, Jones, Reid  enc.   Sulgrove. 
Negative,  N0ne 

And  the  following  were  appointed,  the  Ruilding  Committee ,  Messrs 
Dunlep, Sulgrove  and  Keeley. 

Mr. Horn  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  an  ordinance  to  reduce  the  night 
watch  to  one  to  each  ward  inducing  a  captain  for  same. 

Mr. Sulgrove  moved  to  lay  the  Resolution  on  the  table 
Which  Prevailed. 
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Mr.Delzell  presented  the  following  accounts  which  were  allowed 
To  R.O.Neal  &  Co  for  making  benches  for  Market  House    $7.50 
"   Elder  and  Harknes  for  Printing  SI. 50 

"   John  G-.'vVatters    "  making  assessment  for  1855      365.00 
The  account  of  Haselman  &  Vinton  for  repairing  liar ion  Fire  Co. 
Engine,  refered  back  to  the  Company 

Mr.Boaz  moved  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  notify 
J.M.Ray  to  dra.ne  the  pond  in  front  of  the  Indianapolis  and  Cin- 
cinnati Rail  Road  Depot. 
Prevailed. 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

James  McCready  Mayor 
Attest 

Alfred  Stephens  City  Clerk 
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Council  Chamber 
July  2d  1655 


The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  p. 
Members  ores en t. 


'.  The  Mayor  and  ell  the 


The  City  Treasurers  report  was  received,  and  on  Motion  re- 
fered  to  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  for  examination. 

Street  Commissioners  Report  received  and  the  following  ac- 
counts allowed. 

worked  10%  days  at  1.25 


Pady  Morty 
James  Griffin 
Tim  Murphy 
Thomas  Re en en 
Christ  Coleman 
James  Hayez 
Philip  Sock 
Henry  Stumph 
Jacob  Stiner 
Fred(Wishmeir) 
Brinkmire 
James (Dugan) 
Duncan 
Peter  Marety 
Pat  0  'Hersen 
John  ( Dan )Kelley 
Pat  Malany 
Mike  Renn 
Dan  Mackna 
John  I.IcG-raw 
Thpmas  0  'Connel 
William  Lovny 
Michael  0' Conn el" 
Hugh  Slaven 
Christopher  Weisong  to  60  loads  of  gravel 
Michael  Callehan  "     15|  day 
Edward  Costlo  7f   " 

Thomps  Ferriter  to  horses  and  carts 
James  O'Connell  worked  lOf   "   at  1.25 
Dan  OConnell  4    " 

Frank  Morris  to  hawling  with  team  5  days 
To  diging  well  at  Cistern  19>  feet  at  40^ 
To  Circle  for  same 
To  platform  for  same 
To  platform  for  Cistern  on  New  Jersey  Street 
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To  Welle  &   Fletcher  for  3436  feet  oak  lumber  at 

To  I.Copeland       to   1354  «     «    »     " 

To  Wattere  &  McKnabb  for  1500  bricks  for  veil 

"  Antony  Lowman  for  nawling  6  days  @  2.50 

"  Hugh  Slaven   for  "      10j  » 

»  Charles  Nutmeir  6  "   work  ©   1.25 

"   Irvin  Read     ■         11#  " 

11   Thomas  05rian   "  3   " 

11  Anthony  Wishmeir  "  filling  12  cisterns 
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323.39 

.25 

43.57 

it 

16.92 

7.50 

15.00 

31.75 

7.50 

14.37 

3.75 

25.00 

3403.75 


The  Cisterns  that  are  completed  are  all  full  and  in  good  order. 

J.B.Fitler  Street  Commissioner 
To  Mathew  Smock  for  reparing  Pumps  ':-°3.05  $431.30 

City  Engineers  Report  received  and  concurec1  in 

In  accordance  with  yooir  instructions  I  have  put  under  con- 
tract to  the  lores t  bidder  the  work  on  Washington  Street  be- 
tween Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  sts.  Also  the  side  walk  on  Mich- 
igan Street  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee  Sts.  I  have  adver- 
tised for  proposals  to  grace  and  gravel  East  St  between  Market 
and  New  York  Streets.  The  alley  in  Block  65  also.  The  building 
of  the  cistern  on  the  corner  of  G-eorgia  &  Noble  Sts.  The  build- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  Sexton,  anc  constructing  the  eight  cross- 
ings on  Washington  has  been  duly  advertised,  anc  I  have  received 
the  enclosed  bids.  I  have  examined  the  LaFayette  and  Indianapolis 
R  R  and  find  the.  grade  of  the  R.R.  to  be  about  one   foot  higher 
than  the  grade  at  the  crossing  of  Ohio  Street.  The  Cincinnati  and 
Indianapolis  R.R.  has  not  complied  with  the  ordinance  in  refer- 
ence to  culverts  and  gutters.  They  are  not  of  sufficient  size 
and  put  at  the  proper  grades  to  carry  off  the  watter;  I  find,  the 
culvert  under  the  Union  R  R.  track  not  of  sufficient  size  and  a 
proper  gra.de  to  carry  off  the  water  from  the  East  sice  of  Illi- 
nois Street. 

The  Contractor  for  Cistern  on  Woods  Street  having  taken  up 
the  cistern  and  is  building  it  according  to  contract  has  been 
allowed  to  go  on  with  his  work. 

Mr.Obets  has  finished  the  cistern  on   the  conner  of  Mary- 
land and  Mississippi  Streets  ready  for  testing,  it  contains  540 
barrells. 

A.B.Condit 

City  Engineer 
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Mr.  Nathan  Butterfield  being  the  lowest  bidcer  for  the  building 
of  the  Sextons  House  #160.88,  it  was  awarded  to  him. 
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The  building  of  the  cittern  on  the  corner  of  Georgia  and  Toble 
Streets  was  awarded  to  Cyrus  Obets  at  60'  per  barrell. 

The  bids  for  grading  and  graveling  the  alley  in  Square  63  between 
Delaware  and  Alabama  Sts  were  refered  to  the  City  Enginee  with 
instructions  to  let  it  out  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

On  Motion  of  Mr. Beck  the  bids  for  the  crossings  on  Washington 
Street  '-ere  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.Keeley  moved  that  the  bids  for  grading  and  graveling  East  Street 
between  Market  and  New  York  Streets  oe  laid  on  the  table. 
Prevailed. 

The  Fire  Engines  presented  the  following  accounts  for  grading 

the  yard  back  of  Victory  Engine  House.  Allowed 

To  Michael  Renn  five  days  at  $1.25  per  day  $6.25 

"  Dan  Maeknaw  four  "    »    "    "   "         5_.  00  $11.25 

The  following  communication  was  received 
To  the  Common  Council. 

G-entlemen.  I  see  oy   the  published  proceedings  of  the 
Council  that  they  have  directed  the  Street  Commissioner  to  have 
a  switch  of  the  Madison  &  Indianapolis  Rail  Road  removed  at  a. 
certin  crossing  on  South  Street.  It  strikes  me  that  the  Council 
have  not  fully  examined  the  case  so  as  to  enable  them  to  deter- 
man  how  much  the  public  will  be  accomodated,  and  how  much  the  Com- 
pany will  be  discommoded  by  the  proposed  change.  I  am  not  aware 
that  the  v/itch  has  "oeen   a  subject  of  complaint,  or  that  the 
buisness  or  convenience  of  any  one  has  been  obstructed  ay   it, 
the  switch  is  upon  a  crossing  and  not  upon  a  sidewalk,  and  can 
as  readily  be  crossed  as  any  other  portion  of  the  Rail  Road 
track.  The  company  contemplate  some  improvement  upon  their 
track,  and  desire  some  aid  from  the  Council  in  putting  the 
street  in  repair.  I  desire  therefore  that  the  action  contem- 
plated in  your  order  should  be  delayed  for  the  present,  and  that 
the  mater  should  be  refered  to  the  City  Engineer,  with  in- 
struction to  co-operate  with  the  Superentendant  of  the  road 
in  adjusting  the  switch  &  tracks  as  they  shall  be. 

Respectfully,  E. W.H.Ellis 
Prest  VT  &   I  R  R  Co. 


Page  553 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Boaz  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Engineer. 

The  Report  from  the  Sexton  of  the  Burying  G-rounds  was  Received 
The  whole  number  of  Interments  for  the  month  of 

June  1855  32 

Brought  from  the  Country  6 

Faking  the  deaths  in  the  City  26 
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Desease  Consumption  10 

"     Typhomonia  1 

"     Inflammatory  Rheumatism  2 

"     Cramp  2 

"     Worms  2 

11     Scarlet  Fevar  1 

"     In f lama t ion  of  the  Brain  2 

"     Summer  Complainte  2 
11     Infants  less  than  6  months 

old  10     32 

John  Lloffitt, Sexton 

Mr.Dunlap  Chairman  of  Judiciary  Committee  presented  An  Ordinance 
entitled  "An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Firewood  in  the 
City  of  Indianapolis  to  appoint  wood  measurers  and  prescribing 
there  duties,  and  fixing  penalties  for  the  violation  thereof. 
Read  the  second,  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  report  was  presented  and  on  motion  of  Mr.Dunlap  it 
was  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  record. 

S.Dunlep  Esq. Chairmen  Judiciary  Committee 
Common  Council  City  of  Indianapolis 
I  have  examined  the  petition  of  Joseph  T.V  Davis  and  others 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  Maryland  Street  by  the  Indiana- 
Central  Railway  Company  entitled,  "An  Ordinance  amendatory  of 
an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  occupation  of  Maryland.  Street 
by  the  Indiana  Central  Railway  Company,"  And.  I  am  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Common  Council  have  no  authority  to  pass 
such  sn   ordinance.  The  petition  proceeds  upon,  and  the  pro- 
posed ordinance  is  based  upon  the  fact  tha.t  "Maryland  street  is, 
and  can  be,  of  no   use  to  the  citizens  residing  between  said 
roads  (the  Central  road  and  I  &  C  Road)  as  the  street  is  graded 
down  from  six  to  fifteen  feet,  below  the  surf ice  of  the  ground, 
and  in  addition  to  one  track  as  the  (original)  ordinance  pro- 
vides, there  are  four  other  tracks  and  switches,  thereby  ren- 
dering it  impossible  for  any  one  to  use  said  Street  but  said 
Company",  and  asks  the  Common  Council,  "to  so  modify  the  ordi- 
nance, granting  to  said  Company  the  right  of  way  through  said. 
Maryland  Street,  as  to  release  said  Company  from  the  obliga- 
tion 
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to  procure  forty  feet  of  ground  on  the  South  side  of  Maryland 
street,  as  additional  width  to  said  street, -also  to  releise 
said  company  from  the  obligation  tt>  grade  and  gravel  said  street 
from  Noble  street  to  the  eastern  limits  of  the  City;  provided 
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said  company  shall  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ground 
to  make  a  new  street  sixty  feet  wide,  the  center  of  said  new 
street  to  be  170  feet  from  the  south  line  of  Maryland  Street, 
and  proceed  publicly  to  open,  grad  and  gravel  the  same,  sixty 
feet  wide,  from  Noble  Street  to  the  eastern  limits  of  the 
City.  The  Common  Council  have  exclusive  power  over  the  streets, 
highways,  alleys,  and  bridges  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
City,  to  lay  out,  open,  straighten,  widen,  or  otherwise  alter 
the  same,  to  make  repairs  thereto,  and  to  construct  and  es- 
tablish sidewalks,  crossings,  dranes,  and  sewers.  They  may  li- 
cense a  rail  road  company  to  construct  a  track  along  and  upon 
a  street  of  the  City,  provided  such  rail  road  track  is  con- 
structed in  such  a  manner,  and  so  used,  as  not  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  its  use  as  a  street  of  the  City.  But  they  have  no 
authority  to  vacate  any  such  street,  or,  which  ammounts  to 
the  same  thing,  to  permit  a  rail  road  company  to  occupy  ex- 
clusively the  whole  or  any  part  of  a  street,  with  its  tracks, 
so  as  to  destroy  its  use  as  a  street,  by  the  public,  or  by  the 
owners  of  property  bordering  thereon,  on  any  conditions.  If 
jshey  were  to  give  such  permission,  it  would  be  a  groundless 
assumption  of  power  of  no  binding  force  whatever.  The  propo- 
sition is,  not  to  alter  Maryland  Street,  but  to  make  a  new 
Street.  Maryland  Street,  (in  the  words  of  the  petition)  "is 
and  can  be,  of  no  use  to  the  citizens  residing  between  said 
roads,  as  the  street  is  graded  from  six  to  fifteen  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  in  adition  to  one  track,  as  the 
ordinance  provides,  there  are  four  other  tracks  and  switches, 
thereby  rendering  it  impossible  for  any  one  to  use  said  street, 
but  said  Company."  The  use  then  of  Maryland  Street,  as  origi- 
nally plated  and  laid  out,  except  by  the  said  Company,  is  de- 
stroyed. Maryland  Street,  as  platted  and  laid  out  is  to  be 
blotted  out,  surrendered  up,  and  a  new  street  ma.de.  The  Common 
Council  could  not  do  this,  they  cannot  authorize  it  to  be  done. 
On  the  facts  on  which  the  petition  and  proposed  ordinance 
are  based,  the  Indiana  Central  Rail  way  Company  is  guilty  of 
erecting  and  maintaining  a  public  nuisance  in  said  Maryland 
Street.  The  Common  Council  is  asked  to  license  this  nuisance. 
They  cannot  do  it.  If  the  Rail  way  Company  desires  to  lay  out 
a  New  Street  parallel  with  Maryland  street,  it  has  as  much 
authority  to  do  it  without  the  leave  of  the  Council  as  with  it, 

N.B.Taylor 

City  Attorney 
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The  following  account  presented  and  allowed 

To  L.  Bishop  for  removing  nuisances  $1.50 

The  account  of  John  H.  Michael  for  filling  up  oavement  in 
front  of  Lot  2  in  sqr.62  $26.00  was  not  allowed. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  instructed  to  contract  with 
the  present  contractor  of  a  Bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on  Noble 
Street  to  alter  the  plan  of  said  bridge  so  as  to  make  it  permi- 
nent. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote; 

Affirmative  1  [essrs  Boaz, Beck, Dun lap, Delzell, Douglass, Fuqua, G-ray- 
don,G-oode,Horne, Janes, Keeley,??ansur,Reid  &  Sulgrove 
Negative,  None 

I'r.Dunlap  presented  the  following  report 
To  the  Common  Council 

The  undersigned  committee  to  whom  was  refered  the 
location  of  a  cistern  in  the  6th  ward  report  that  they  have  se- 
lectee the  South  West  corner  of  G-eorgia  and  Meridian  Street. 

L.Dunlap      ) 
Samuel  Delzell(   Committee 
'/V.H.Jones     ) 
A.B.ConditEngr( 

Concured  in,  and  on  motion  refered  to  the  City  Enginee  with  in- 
structions to  take  bids  for  the  building  of  the  same. 

i.r.Delzell  presented  the  following  report 

The  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  locate  a  cistern  in 
the  first  ward  would  reco  "-end  that  a  cistern  be  located  at  the 
crossing  of  New  York  and  Noble  Street.   Samuel  Delzell) 

Win  Boaz       (  Committee 
Concured  in  Daniel  Keeley  ) 

Mr.G-oode  presented  a  petition  from  two  hundred  pnd  forty  four 

citizens  asking  that  the  Police  force  be  reduced  at  least  one 

half  immediately. 

Mr.CJraydon  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on   the  table,  and 

the  Ayes  &  Noes  being  called  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the 

fo" lowing  vote. 

Affermative  Messrs  Boa z, Beck, Douglass, Fuqua, G-raydon,  Jones  ,Man- 

sur  &  Sulgrove.  8 

Negative  "essrs  Delzell, Dunlap,G-oode, Home, Keeley,  and  Reid  6. 
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Mr.Keeley  presented  a  petition  from  Citizens  living  In  the 
North  part"  of  the  City  asking  the  Council  to  have  Alabama 
Street  opened  through  Out  ^lock  No  174. 
On  Motion  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Engineer. 

Mr. Reed  presented  a.  petition  from  the  owners  of  property  on 
Louisiana  and  Alabama  Streets  and  within  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  said  Streets.  Ashing  the  Council  to  compel  the  Indianapolis  and 
Cincinnati  R  R  Co  to  remove  all  the  tracks  on  Louisiana  Street 
except  one  which  they  are  entitled  to  by  An  Ordinance  passed 
April  20,  1852. 

Mr.Reid  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examin  the  tracks 

and  confur  with  the  Rail  Road  Co.    Prevailed. 

Messrs  Reid,Beck,Sulgrove  and  City  Engineer,  Committee. 

Mr.  G-oode  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Hon.  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

Gentlemen:  The  undersigned  represents  to  your  Honorable 
body,  that  ne  paid  City  taxes  for  the  year  1354  amounting  to  six 
dollars  and  sixty  cents,  on  80  feet  of  the  West  end.  of  Lot  No  1 
in  square  No  44;  that  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  and,  up  to  the 
20th  day  of  Febuary,  of  said  year,  said  lot  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Indianapolis  Christian  Chapel  Company,  and  as  I  am  informed, 
not  taxable  for  that  year.  Wherefore  I  respectfully  pray  the 
Council  to  refund  the  above  sum. 
July  2,  1355  John  S.Spann 

On  Motion  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 


Fir.  Gray  don  presented  the  following  Petition 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  &  Common  Counc 
The  undersigned,  owners  of  two  thirds  o 
of  lots  borderig  on  Meridian  Street  between  Ohi 
Streets,  would  respectfully  oetition  the  said  m 
Council  to  caus  said  Street  to  oe  graded  sna  gr 
the  side  walks  as  far  as  may  be  necessary.  And 
crossings  of  the  several  Streets  be  bridged  and 
as  that  the  street  shall  be  out  in  good  order  b 
Michigan  streets.  R.B.Duncan 

L.W.Hasselman  101  feet  square  26  W.Hoff 
51  feet 
40  w 
101  ■ 
33f" 
33$" 
100  '» 


A.E.Vinton 
Jacob  Lindley 
C.  3-.  McLean 
John  Dunlop  Jr 
W  H  Vanhorn 
Wm  Stewart 


square  16  John  C  Campb 


il 

f  the  whole. line 
o  and  Michigan 
aytor  and  Common 
aveled  including 
also  that  the 
graveled  so 
etween  Ohio  and 

20  2§  ft  sqr  II 
50   " 


26 

do 


Samuel  Wainw 
George  W  Mea 
36  James  M  Ray 
36  Chas  Parry 
16  G-.  Sherman 


ell 

40    " 

II 

2< 

right 

33f« 

II 
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rs 

202tM 

II 

1! 

202|H 
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Mr.G-raydon  moved  that  it  be  refere  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
Prevailed 


Mr.  Home  presented  a  communication  from  John  P.Michael,  A.Nelt- 
ner,  Charles  Balke  and  Beck  &  Louden  in  reference  to  the  action 
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of  certain  of  the  Watch  who  it  was  alledged  had  overstepec  there 
authority  &c 

Mr. Fuqua  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Prevailed. 

Hr.Grayd.on  presented  the  following  petition 
To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 

Your  petitioners  owning  property  on  Delaware  end  Pennsyl- 
vania Street  between  Vermont  and  Michigan  Streets  would  respect- 
fully represent  that  the  alley  in  the  rear  of  our  oroperty  re- 
quires grading,  that  the  North  part  of  the  same  is  too  high  and 
tfcfae  South  part  to  low,  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of 
standing  water  in  sa.id  alley  several  months  in  the  year.  We 
therefore  pray  your  Honorable  body  to  pass  an  ordinance  chang- 
ing the  present  fixed  grade,  Authorizing  the  grading  of  said  alley 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  leavel  a  sufficient  elevation  in  said 
grade  to  cause  the  water  to  run  into  said  Street,  said  change  of 
grade  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Engineer  he 
exercising  proper  discretion  in  fixing  said  grade. 
David  Macy  101^  feet  James  C.Yohn        lOlf  feet 

R.M.Patterson         67|  #     Wm  Robson  67}  » 

2d  Ward  School       101J  "     I.H.McRea  67^  » 

Alex  Gray  don  Jr       37-J  « 

On  Motion  of  Mr. Gray don  it  was  refered  to  City  Engineer. 

Mr.Goode  presented  a  oetition  from  Mr. A  Wallace  asking  for  the 
removal  of  the  Market  Master  in  the  7th  ward  or  South  part  of 
the  City,  on  the  grounds  that  there  has  not  been  market  held 
there  yet. 
On  Motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr. Beck  moved  that  the  days  for  holding  market  in  the  South 
Market  house  be  chainged  to  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays. 
Prevailed. 

The  following  report  was  presented 

Report  of  the  Capt  of  the  Watch 

W. J.H.Robinson    served   28  days  42.00 

F.Wright  «       27  "  40.50 

H.Davis  »'       21  »  31.50 

T.Atkinson        »•       28  "  42.00 

156.00 


156.00 
42.00 
42.00 
42.00 
42.00 
40.50 
41.25 
37.50 
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D. Derringer 

served 

28  days 

D  Anderson 

ii 

28  » 

A.Tpff 

it 
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ii 

28  « 

B.Lobaugh 
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D.Hays 

it 

27i-" 

'".McClsin 

" 

25 

Page  558 

R.Pratt      served  S7i  Gays 

H.  Adams      "  27   " 

George  Owings"  28   " 

J.M.Vanblaricum  n  28  " 

W.Burkhart  1  " 


41. 

25 

40, 

50 

42. 

00 

49 

00 

1 

to 

617. bO 


:Jumoer  of  srresLS  for  Intoxication  15 
••      »   »       "   Larceny       2 
■      "   "       "  Vice  &   Immoral- 
ity     2 
Affidavits  filed  for  violation  of 

Ordinances     16  35 

J.M. Vanblaricum  Cr.pt  Watch 

Mr. Jones  moved  that  the  clerk  be  instructed  to  issue  warrents 
for  the  above  Accounts 
Prevailed 

!"r.Keeley  offered  the  followln 
Resolved 

•  That  the  Street  Com-lssioner  be  authorized  ~qj   the  Con  non 
Council  to  notify  the  property  holders  on  Washington  Street  to 
have  their  pavements  repaired  under  direction  of  the  Civil  En- 
gineer. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Af  firms  tive  Messrs  Beck ,  Del  zell ,  Dun  lap ,  Douglas  s ,  Fuq  ua ,  Home , 
J0nes,Keeley,::ansur,Reid  &  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  ,;one 

Mr.Mansur  offeree  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Marshall  oe  directed  to  notify  the  owners 
of  the  Bates  House  that  they  must  move  the  well  and  pumps  out 
of  the  alley  North  of  said  house. 
Adoptee  by  the  following  vote. 

Affermative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, D^lzell, Douglass, Fuoua,  &  Mansur 
Negative    "      Dunlap, Gray don  &  Keeley 
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Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following. 
Resolved , 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertise  for 
proposals  for  building  a  Cistern  in  front  of  the  State  Bank 
on  Kentucky  Avenue. 
Adopted  oy  the  following  vote 

Affermative  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,  Del zell, Dunlap, Douglass,  Fuqua,  3-ray- 
don, 3-oode, Horn, Jones, Keeley, "ansur,Reic  &  Sul  rove 
Negative  lTone 
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Mr,  Mansur  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to  draft  an 
Ordinance  or  amend  the  old  Ordinance  so  that  the  number  of  the 
watch  in  each  ward  can  be  changed. 
Lr.G- ray  don  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.    Prevailed. 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed  to  prepare  and 
report  an  Ordinance  reducing  the  watch,  one  to  each  ward,  includ- 
ing a  Captain  for  the  same. 
Laia  on  the  table  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative  Messrs  Boaz,  Douglas  s,Fuqua,  Or  ay  don,  Jones,  Mansur  and 
Sulgrove.  7 

Negative  Messrs  Delzell,Dunlap,G-oode  ,Horn,Keeley  and  Reid   6 

Mr.Dunlap 

I'oved  that  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  survey  the 
Hospital  Block  and  set  the  corner  stakes. 
Prevailed 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertise  for 
building  a  cistern  at  the  crossing  of  New  York  and  Noble  Streets. 

1  r .  Gray don  moved  that  it  be  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Cisterns. 
Prevailed. 
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Mr.Sulgrove  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  have  the  culvert  on 
Washington  Street  at  the  crossing  of  the  gutter  on  the  West  side 
of  Illinois  Street  extended  North  and  South  to  the  side  walk 
on  Washington  Street,  and  to  n^ve   the  bottom  of  the  gutter  laid 
with  flag  stone  or  bolders,  and  covered  over  with  stone,  also 
remove  the  middle  part  of  the  culvert  so  as  to  let  the  water  pass 
through  the  culvert  freely. 

Mr.Delzell  moved  that  it  oe  referee  to  the  City  Engineer. 

Did  not  prevail, 

and  the  Resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote, 

Af f irma ti ve  Me s srs  Boaz ,  Beck ,  Dunlap ,  Douglas s ,  Fuqua , G-ray don , G-oode , 

Horn, Jones, Keeley ,IJansur, Reed  and  Sulgrove 

Negative  None 
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Mr.Boaz  offeree  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Market  Master  be  directed  to  protect  the  shade 
trees  about  the  East  Market  House  from  injury 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Af f err: ati ve  Messrs  Boaz , Beck , Del zell , Dunlap ,  Douglas s ,  Fuqua , G-ray- 
con,G-oode, Horn, Jones, Keeley,^ansur,Reid  &  Sulgrove. 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  follov.'ing 
Resolved 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed  to  present  en 
Ordinance  to  so  amend  the  23  Sec.  of  an  Ordinance  relative  to 
nuisances  and  other  offences  against  the  public  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,  so  as  to  exempt  Dug  Stores, Bake  Shops, Barber  shops 
and  Livery  Stables,  trading  on  the  Saoath. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Aff ermative  Messrs  Delzell, Dunlap, Douglas s , Gray don, G-oode, Horn, 
Jones, Keeley,I"ansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Negative  Messrs  3oaz  &  Fuqua. 

Mr.G-raydon  moved  that  the  City  Attorney  bring  suit  against  the 
owners  of  property  on  the  alley  in  Sqr.44  who  have  refused  to 
pay  the  assessment  for  gracing  and  graveling  the  same. 
Prevailed. 
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Mr. Douglass  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill  with 
earth  at  the  ends  of  the  bridge  across  the  canal  on  Vermont  Street 
so  as  to  make  the  same  passable. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Dunlap, Douglass,  Fuqua., G-raydon, G-oode, 
Horn,Keeley  &  Mansur 
Negative  None 

I/r.Keeley  moved  that  the  Clirk  issue  orders  for  two  thirds  of 
the  cost  for  the  construction  of  the  cistern  on  the  corner  of 
Mississippi  pnd   Maryland  Streets  which  is  complete, K.Cyrus  Obets 
the  contractor. 
Prevailed. 

Mr. Sulgrove  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  examin  and  see 
whether  the  Union  Rail  Road  Company  has  completed  with  the  Ordi- 
nance, that  permitted  them  to  cross  Illinois  Street,  pne   also 
to  ascertain  whether  the  culvert  on  the  West  side  of  said  street 
made  by  said  Company  is  of  sufficient  size  to  carry  off  the 
water  without  obstructing  the  same,  and  if  not  to  notify  the 
Company  to  have  it  done  forthwith. 


Page  561 


553 


Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Del zell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua, Horn, 

J0nee,Keeley,Mansur,Reid  end   Sulgrove. 

Negative  None 

Llr.Reid  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  act  with  the  En- 
ginee,     Prevailed 

The  following  persons  were  appointee  the  Committee  Messrs  Reid 
and  Sulgrove. 

Mr. Douglass  offered,  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  notify  the 
Lafayette  and  Indianapolis  Rail  Road.  Company  to  lower  their 
track,  so  as  to  comply  v/ith  the  grade  of  the  city. 
On  motion  refered  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs  Reid, 
Douglass  &  City  Enginee. 
On  Motion  the  Council  Adjourned. 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor 

Alfred  Stephens  City  Clerk 
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Council  Chamber 
July  16th  1855 


The  Council  met  at  2  OClock  P.M.  the  Mayor  and.  all  the  members 
present. 

On  motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and 
!.Jr.  Fuqua  offered  the  following  Resolution 
Resolved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  proceed  forthwith  to  set 
the  stakes  for  the  grading  and  graveling  of  Meridian  Street  and 
the  side  walks  on  said  Street,  and  make  an  estimate  of  the  same 
from  Circle  Street  to  the  donation  line  according  to  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners,  owning  two  thirds  of  the  Number  of  feet  on 
said  Street,  and.  according  to  the  order  of  the  Council  hereto- 
fore made  relative  to  said  Street.  And  that  he  <ive  notice  that 
bids  will  be  received  for  said  work,  and  report  the  sarnie  to  the 
Council  as  soon  as  possible. . 

Mr.Dunlap  moved  that  it  be  refered  to  the  City  Attorney. 
Prevailed. 


Street  Commissioners  Report  received  and  allowed 


J  a  m  e  s  Du  gan  ( Dun  c  an ) 


worked  9  days  at  $1.25 


Peter  Marraty  9 

Jacob  Stiner  9 

Frederick  Wishmeir(Brinkmeir)  9 

Philip  Socks  7 

James  Hares  9 
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Chris  Coleman  9  days  at  $1.25  11.35 

Tim  Murphy  94  ■  "  "  11.87 

Thomas  Keenen  94  "  "  "  11.87 

James  O'Connel  9-J  »'  ■  »  11.87 

Pat  !.:o rarity  14   ■  »  »  17.50 

James  G-riffen  14   »  "  «  IS. 50 

Hugh  Slaven  3   «  "  «  3.75 

Daniel  O'Connel  5&  "  "  "  6.87 

Thomas  0 'Conner  9   "  "  "  11.25 

Michael  0 'Conner  9   »  «  »  11.25 

Thomas  0 'Brian  15   "  "  "  18.75 

John  Kelly  5   «  »  »  6.25 

Pat  O'Kerren  6   ■  »  "  7.50 

Mich  Callehan  104  *f  «  "  12.12 

Edward  Costelo  10|  "  "  "  12.12 

John  Rerth  3   •'  "  «  3.75 

Charles  Nutmeir  8   "  "  "  10.00 

Hugh  Slaven  with  horses  &  waggon  10  days  at 

$2.50  25.00 

Thomas  Ferriter   "  carts  24.37 


299.84 


.B.Pitler  Com  of  Streets 
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City  Engineer  Report  received  and  concured  in 

The  Bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on  Noble  Street  is  finished 
by  Mr. Wilson  the  contractor,  in  accordance  with  the  original 
contract  and  plan  of  Mr. Wood  upon  examination  I  found  it  im- 
practiable  to  make  the  change  proposed  by  the  contractor.  The 
plan  I  would  recommend  in  that  case  would  be  to  change  the 
Chanel  of  the  creek  and  bring  it  across  Washington  Street 
along  the  side  of  the  R  R.  and  confine  the  stream  to  a  narrow 
channel  by  stone  walls  on  each  sice  the  whole  width  of  Wash- 
ington and  Noble  Street  and  clank -it  all  over  bringing  the 
grade  down  to  a  level  of  the  R  R  grade  end  fill  up  the  oresent 
channel  of  Pogues  Run.  This  is  one   of  the  main  thorough  fairs 
of  the  City  and  is  the  most  difficult  and  dangerous  places  to 
pass,  and  requires  permanent  improvements.  Washington  end   Noble 
Sts,  Pogues  Run  and  Bellefontain  R  R  and  Union  tracks  all  in- 
terscet  at  this  point.  I  have  examined  Alabama  Street  in  Out  • 
Block  No  174  and  find  the  Street  fenced  up.  I  consider  it  hi  h- 
ly  necessary  that  the  Street  be  opened  as  the  street  is  T"ell 
built  uo  beyond,  end  they  have  to  use  pn   alley  to  get  out.  In 
connection  with  the  subject,  I  will  state  that  it  is  quite  cus- 
tomary with  persons  laying  out  lots  and  making' sub- divisions 
to  do  so  with  out  making  the  Streets  and  alleys  to  correspond 
with  the  existing  and  established  streets  p.nd-   alleys  of  the 
City.  It  is  necessary  that  the  City  should  take  some  action  to 
remedy  this  evel  as  otherwise  it  will  cost  the  City  large  a- 
mounts  to  purchase  the  right  of  way,  for  streets  &c.  The  original 
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main  street  should  be  continued  through  "to  the  Donation  line, 
straight  end  of  a  respectable  width.  In  making  a  survey  of  the 
Hospital  block,  I  met  with  a  difficulty  in  finding  the  line  of 
donation.  The  North  West  corner  of  the  donation  line  is  not  def- 
initely fixed.  There  are  two  points  27  feet  apart  used  to  start 
from  in  making  surveys,  one  used  by  my  predecessor  and  the  other 
by  the  County  Surveyor.  As  a  similar  difficulty  exists  in  refer- 
ence to  other  parts  of  the  Donation  line,  I  recommend  that  the 
City  Council  end  County  Commissioners  Cooperate,  and  adopt  some 
plan  to  have  the  boundaries  of  the  City  definately  fixed.  There 
with  present  the  bids  for  the  cisterns  one  on  the  corner  of  Ken- 
tucky Avenue  &  Illinois  street  &  the  other  on  the  corner  of  Me- 
ridian and  G-eorgia  Sts.  The  cistern  on  the  corner  of  Wood  & 
New  Jersey  Sts  is  finished  but  not  in  such  a  manner  as  to  Justi- 
fy me  in  accepting  it  from  the  hands  of  the  contractor  at  pres- 
ent. The  com  ittee  and  my  self  met  with  the  Superintendents  of 
different  R.R.  &  they  promised  to  fix  the  culverts  &  grades  and 
remove  the  switches  from  the  side  walk  &  a.re  now  coin,;;  so.  I  would 
like  to  have  the  City  purchase  a  new  level  for  .me  to  use  as  the 
one  they  own  is  not  fit  for  use.  LTr.Butterf ield  to  whom  the 
contract  for  building  the  sextons  house  was  awarded  has  failed  to 
comply.  The  next  lowest  bidder  is  Mr.  Wonnell  whoa  bid  I  here 
with  submit. 

A.  3.  Cond.it 

City  Engineer 
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The  Contract  for  building  the  House  for  the  use  of  the  Sexton  was 
awarded  to  John  A.  Wonnell  his  bid  being  the  lowest.  $170.00. 

The  building  of  two  cisterns  one  on  the  corner  of  Meridian  and 
G-eorgia  Sta.  and  on  the  corner  of  Kentucky  Avenue  &nc.   Illinois 
St.  was  awarded  to  Cyrus  Obetz  at  58d   per  barrel 1  with  Louisville 
cement. 

The  following  report  was  presented. 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  refered  the  Treasurers  T/onthly 
report,  respectifully  report  thajs  they  have  examined  the  same 
and  found  it  correct.   July  14th  1855.  James  McOready  Mayor 

Alfred  Stephens, Clerk. 

Mr.Dunlap  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  2nd  Section  of  an  ordinence  en- 
titled "An  Ordinance  to  establish  an  additional  pub] ic  market  in 
the  City  of  Indianapolis,  and  to  regulate  the  same"  ordained  and 
established  June  4th  1855. 
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Secl  Be  it  ordained  oy   the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, That  the  Second  Section  of  the  ordinance,  entitled 
"An  Ordinance  to  establish  an  additional  public  market  in  the 

City  of  Indiana oolis  ana  to  regulate  the  same"  ordained  and  estab- 
lished June  4th  1855  which  reads  as  follows:  Sec. 2.  The  Stated 
markets  shall  be  held  in  the  said  market  house  on  :Tonda.y  and 
Thursday  of  each  week;  and  no  market  shall  be  held  in  said  market 
house  on  pny  other  days  be  and  the  same  is  amended  so  as  to  read 
as  follows  to-wit:  The  stated  market  shall  oe  held  in  the  said 
market  house  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  of  each  T"eek,  and  no ' market 
shall  be  held,  in  said  market  house  on  any  other  days. 

Sec. 2.  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the  ordinance  was  ordered 
by  the  following  vote. 

Affermative  Messrs,  Boaz,  Beck,  Del  zell,Dunlao,  Douglas  s,Fuqua,G-ray- 
don,Horne, Jo£es,Keeley,^ansur,Reic  &  Sul^rove. 

Mr.Dunlap  presented  the  following  Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend,  the  23th  Section  of  en  Ordinance  en- 
titled "An  Ordinance  relative  to  nuisances  and  other  offence  a- 
^ainst  the  police  of  the  City  Df  Indianapolis,  oassed  Aoril  20th 
1352. " 
Read  the  second,  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 
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Mr.Delzell  moved  to  suspend,  the  rules  and  ordain  the  ordinance 
which  did  not  Prevail. 

Mr.Delzell  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  presented  the 
following  report. 

The:  Committee  to  whom  the  account  of  John  S.Spann  was  re- 
feree recor.-mend  that  he  be  allowed  Six  dollars  ana  sixty  cenis 
Deing  Lne  amount  of  Taxes  for  1354, paid  on  Lot  1  in  Sqr.44  - 
Purchased  by  Christian  Church. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.Sulgrove  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  account  was  presented  &  on  T'otion  of  Mr.Graydon  ':a£ 

laid  on  the  table. 

To  W.S.Hubbard  Rent  of  Room  for  Engine  Co.  3  month  to 

June  loth       .00 
To  A. Bird  for  Cash  paid  for  Taxes  on   Masonic  Fall 

oroperty ,  uo  to 

Aoril  27th  1854      395.72 
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On  .*"ot ion  of  Mr. Horn,  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Attorney. 
To  A.Turner  for  Texes  paid  in  1854.  On  motion  refered  to  the 
Committee  on  Accounts. 

mhe  following  accounts  allowed. 

To  I.S.Dunlap  for  Rent  of  Treasurers  office  15.00 

"     "           M      Council  Chamber  45.00 

11   W  S. Wright  for  pump  fixtures  4.75 

Mr. Keeley  presented  the  following  report 

We  the  Committee  find  the  location  of  a  cistern  on  the  cor- 
ner of  ITew  York  and  Noble  Streets  much  needed. 

Daniel  Keeley) 

Samuel  Beck   (  Committee 

Mr. Keeley  moved  that  the  clirk  be  authoriz  to  issue  warrents  to 
Jr.  Schofield, (Messrs  Whiteson  -  >.)  for  building  cisterns. 
Prevailed 

Mr.G-raydon  presented  the  following  report  which  was  concured  in. 
The  undersigned  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to  whom  were 
referred  the  petition  of  Washington  Fire  Company, respecting  the 
purchase  of  Apparatus  for  said  Company,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
since  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee,  a  Union  has  been 
formed?  between  Washington  Fire  Co.  6.;  Marion  Fire  Co.  on  such  terms 
&   conditions  as  will  make  the  desired  purchase  unnecessary,  and 
the  committee  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject.  Alex  G-raydon  Jr.) 

June  15,  1355  A.W.Fuqua       (  Committee 

H.I.Horn        ) 
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A  communication  was  oresented  from  John  Agnew  in  reference  to   the 
bill  for  the  Hose  which  was  due  on  the  94th  of  June. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.G-raydon  it  was  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. Douglass  presented  a  patition  from  the  Marion  Fire  Company  ask- 
ing for  the  allowance  of  79$  for  the  refitting  of  the  Engine  at 
Hasselman  &  Vintons  Machine  shop. 
On  1 otion  the  prayer  was  granted  and  the  amount  allowed. 

Mr. Douglass  presented  the  following  petition. 

The  undersigned  being  appointed  a  Committee  on  behalf  of  the 
I.arion  Fire  Engine  Company,  would  respectifully  represent  to 
the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis.  That  the  I'arion  Fire  Co.  at 
their  meeting  on  Saturday  the  14th  day  of  July  1855,  by  a  unana- 
mous  vote  except  two  members.  Resolved  to  request  the  City  Council 
to  remove  the  I'arion  Fire  Engine  and  apparatus  to  lot  No.l  in 
Sqr  No  57,  now  owned  by  the  City,  which  lot  is  situated  on  the 
corner  of  New  York  Street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue.  And  further 
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that  the  Council  be  requested  to  build  the  first  story  of  an 
Engine  house,  and  oover  the  same  \  ith  a  temporary  roof.  The  Com- 
pany are  well  satesfied  that  they  can  act  with  greater  efficiency 
if  this  request  is  granted.  The  point  is  more  eligible.  A  greater 
numoer  of  members  can  be  secured  and  now  reside  in  the  neigh- 
borhood: the  Company  will  increase  in  strength,  since  the  Wash- 
ington Company  will  disband  and  there  members  will  join  the  Marion 
Company.  The  company  upon  the  most  mature  consideration  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  its  property  and  existence  ever  depend 
upon  a  removal.  A  view  to  the  public  good  demands  it. 

John  Coburn     ) 
Joseph  K. English (  Committee 
The  prayer  granted.  Robert  L.McOuat  ) 

Mr.G-raydon  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  is  hereby  directed  to  make  an  esti- 
mate, and  advertise  for  proposals  for  building  the  lower  story  of 
an  Engine  House  for  the  Marion  Fire  Co  on  the  lot  owned  by  the 
City  on  the  Diagonal  corner  of  Massachusetts  Avenue  &  New  York 
Street,  said  house  to  be  built  of  brick  &  the  walls  of  usual 
thickness  for  two  story  buildings,  the  same  to  be  covered  with  a. 
composition  or  temporary  roof  &  to  be  fifty  feet  in  length  'ay 
twenty  five  feet  ride. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Mes srs  Boaz , Beck, Delzell , Dunlap , Douglas s , Fuqua , Gray- 
don, G-oode, Horn, Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid  pnc   Sulgrove 
lre  zative,  None. 
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The  following  Resolution  was  offered 

Whereas  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis,  on  the  13th  day  of  July 
1850  sold  Lot  No. 3  in  Out  Block  No  159,  as  laid  out  by  said 
Council  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  to  Theodore  Dickman:  and 
whereas  the  said  Dickman  afterwards  departed  this  life  intestate 
and  John  3. Stump  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  estate,  who 
applied  to  the  Marion  Prooate  Court  for  the  sale  of  the  contract 
of  said  Dickman  with  said  Council  for  said  lot  No  3  which  order 
was  made  by   said  Cort,  and  on  the  2nd  day  of  April  1852  said. 
Stumph  administor  sole  the  same  to  Andrew  A. Louden,  and  assigned 
to  him  the  title  bond  for  a  deed:  and  whereas  said  Louden  after- 
wards on  this  the  16th  day  of  July  1855  assigned  the  said  title 
bond  to  Thomas  Day  and  Michael  Large  who  have  paid  the  full  a- 
mount  of  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  and  interest  due  for 
said  lot,  to-wit  Seventy  Eight  dollars  and.  are  therefore  entitled 
to  a  deed  therefor:  Therefore  Resolved 
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That  the  Mayor  of  the  City  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  execute,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  a  deed  for  said.  Lot  No  3  in  Out  Block  No  159 
to  said  Thomas  Day  and  Michael  Large  and  to  deliver  the  same  to 
said  Thomas  Day  and  Michael  Large,  as  evidence  or  there  title  to 
said  lot:  the  consideration  stated  in  said  deed  to  be  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  resolution  heretofore  adopted  by  the  Council  on  the 
subject  of  a  deed  to  said  lot  to  said  Louden  is  hereby  recinded. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz,  Beck,  Delzell,Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua  ,  G-ray- 
don, Good e, Horn, Joftes  ,Keeley ,  J*ansur,Reid  &  Sulgrove 
Negative,  None. 

Mr. Boaz  oresented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Hon  Mayor  &   Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
Your  Petitioners  would  represent  that  at  the  time  the  pave- 
ment was  laid  in  front  of  there  property  on  Washington  St.  the 
grade  oy  which  they  were  governed  was  given  them  by  the  City  En- 
gineer. By  a  late  Order  of  your  Hon  Body  requiring  the  improvement 
of  said  street  between  Pennsylvania  &  Alabama  St.  the  curb  stone 
is  raised  two  or  three  inches  above  the  present  and  prevents  the 
free  passage  of  water  to  the  gutter.  Your  petitioners  pray  the 
curb  stones  may  be  lowered  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  pavement. 

John  Wilkins 
David  Williams 
Abn  L  Voorheee. 

On  Notion  of  Mr.Reid  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Messrs  Reid, Beck, and  Dun lap  to  examin  the  same. 
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Mr. Douglass  presented  the  following  Petition 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
Your  petitioners  are  property  holders  on  New  York  Street  in 
the  City  of  Indianapolis.  They  represent  that  they  are  desirous 
of  having  said  street  graded  pno.   graveled,  from  Tennessee  St.  to 
the  alley  next  'Vest  of  California  Street.  They  represent  tha't 
between  West  Street  and  said  alley  the  ground  is  high  and  has  to 
be  cut  down  nearly  to  the  gravel,  of  course  excellent  quality, 
which  may  oe  taken  to  gravel  said,  portion  of  said  Street,  letting 
the  surface  earth  fell  into  the  excavation  to  fill  it.  Your  pe- 
titioners pray  that  your  Honorable  Body  wi LI  proceed  according  to 
the  chart  and  have  said  street  graced,  and  graveled. 

Samuel  E.Perkins  574  ft. 9  in.  Earl  J.Hall  324  ft 

John  P.Merrell         32^  "       Benjamin  E.Cook  32J 

Samuel  M.Douglass      99   "       Henry  Habener  31 

Francis  Wright  150   "       Brenker  Augustt  59 


574 

ft 

324 

ii 

99 

1! 

150 

II 

196 

II 

70 

Ii 

53 

II 

59 

II 

Jacob  Miller  196  "  Thomas  Blain  31  " 

J.H.McKernan  70  "  B.F.Connelly  105  » 

J.A.Weakley  33  ■  Nancy  King  195  " 

C.  -".Rhoads  59  »  ",'m.H.Reinfeld  39  " 
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Eli  Thompson  39  ft  Isaac  Blackford  per 

S.E.Perkins  187  ft  4&  In. 

H.E.Talbott (For  the  ground  owned  by  the  State  652  ■ 
On  Motion  of  Mr.Dunlap  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Engineer 
with  instruction  if  right  to  take  bids  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Sulgrove  presented  a  petition  from  Messrs  Hartman  &  Mur- 
rlson  stating  that  the  work  being  done  on  the  gutter  on  the 
North  side  of  Washington  St  between  Delaware  &  Pennsylvania 
Sts  was  let  without  any  authority  from  the  Common  Council,  and 
asking  the  Council  to  stop  said  work  and  order  the  City  Engin- 
eer to  lay  the  bids  heretofore  made  on  said  work  before  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Beck  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  table  and  that 
the  Council  confirm  the  action  of  the  City  Engineer.  Prevailed. 

Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  Petition 

We  the  undersigned  owners  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  line  of 
property  on  Vermont  Street  between  Delaware  &  New  Jersey  Sts, 
partition  your  Honorable  Body  to  have  Vermont  street  graded  be- 
tween Delaware  &  New  Jersey  Streets. 

Samuel  Delzell  195  ft  in  Block  22  I. P. Southard  195  ft  in  Block  18 
W.A.Holladay   195  "   ■    ■    22  Prat,Kregloe  &  Co. 

360  ft 
On  Motion  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Enginee  with  instructions 
if  right  to  take  bids  for  the  same. 
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Mr.  Graydon  presented  the  following  petition 
To  the  Hon  Noard  of  Common  Council 

We  tb>e  undersigned  beg  leave  to  have  the  Sunday  law  now 
existing  strictly  enforced  in  regard  to  the  closing  of  Barber 
Shops  usually  kept  open  on  that  day. 

Henry  Majo,  Benjamin  Reekerft,  G-. F.G-leason,  Thomas  Reynon, 
James  Kreidler,  M.  G-.Huntzicker 
On  Motion  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis. 

Your  petitioner  would  most  respectfully  state  to  your 
Honorable  Body  that  he  has  graded  and  paved  thirty-two  feet 
of  side  walk  on  Market  Street  between  New  Jersey  and  East 
Street  in  front  of  petitioners  property  at  his  own  expense  and 
under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  City  Engineer. 
Your  petitioner  would  therefore  pray  your  Honorable  Body  to 
allow  said  petitioner 
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for  the  same  and  authorize  and  cirect  the  City  Engineer  to  de- 
duct the  amount  from  his  estimate  when  the  balance  of  said  walk 
may  oe  let.  And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray.  July  loth  1855. 

J.Pleasants 
On  Motion  of  Mr.Delzell  the  petition  was  granted., 

Mr.Delzell  presented  the  following  petition 

The  Evansvfi.  lie, Indianapolis  and  Cleveland  Straight  Line 
R  R  Co.  ask  permission  from  the  Council  to  remove  from  the  Madison 
Road  South  of  the  residence  of  Mrs. Nicholas  McCarty,  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  dirt  to  fill  up  a  muddy  place  on  the  East  Hglf  of 
Block  No  15,  South  of  the  Union  Depot,  which  ground  belongs  to 
the  said  R  P.  Company,  the  dirt  to  oe  removed,  if  permission  is 
granted,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Engineer. 
On  Kotion  of  ^r.Reio  the  petition  was  refered  to  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Messrs  Reid,Dunlap  end   Boaz. 

!::r.  Sul grove  presented  the  following  communication. 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
We  the  undersigned  publisher  of  the  City  Directory  would 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing proposition.  We  propose  to  make  a  full,  fair  and  complete 
enumeration  of  the  white  Population  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, 
and  fuiTiish  a.  complete  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Mayor  giving  the 
names  of  the  head  of  each  family  and  the  number  in  each,  also  the 
names  of  all  residents  without  familys  all  for  the  sum  of  One  Hun- 
dred Dollars.  A.C.G-rooms 

".  . T . Smith 
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On  Motion  of  Mr.Reid  the  communication  was  laid  on  the  table. 

I'.'jr.Boaz  presented  a  Remonstrance  from  five  hundred  and  sixty  two 
of  the  Citizens  against  the  passage  of  an  Ordinance  dismissing 
one  half  of  the  Night  watch  of  the  City. 

Mr. Jones  moved  that  the  remonstrance  be  received,  end-   laid  on  the 
table.    Prevailed. 

!.fr.Keeley  offered  the  following. 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  commissioner  oe  authorized  oj   the  Common 
Council  to  notify  Mr. Anthony  Lowman  to  finish  the  gutters  on 
?Tarket  Street  oetween  East  and  Noble  Streets  so  that  the  vater 
can  pass  off. 

Adopted  ~oy   the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz,  Beck,  Del  z  ell,  Dunlap,  Douglas  s,Fuqua,  G-ray- 
don, G-oode, Horn, Jones, Keeley,TTansur,Reid  &  Sulgrove. 
Ne  ;a.Live,  ".rone,' 

On  !'otion  of  L'r. Dunlap  the  following  Ordinances  were  taken  from 
the  table. 
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An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Firewood  in  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  to  appoint  wood  measures,  and  prescribing  there 
duties,  and  fixing  penalties  for  the  violation  thereof. 

Seel.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis;  That 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  it  shall  be  un- 
lawful! for  any  person  in  this  City  to  sell  any  fire  wood  from 
any  wagon,  cart  or  other  vehicle,  in  e.nj   other  manner  than  by 
the  cord  and  it  shall  not  be  sold  until  it  is  measured  by  the  Wood 
measurer,  and  his  certificate  written  with  ink  obtained  there- 
fore, stating  the  quantity;  and  the  seller  shall  give  the  certi- 
ficate to  the  purchaser  before  payment  is  demanded.. 

Sec. 2.  That  the  City  Council,  at  the  next  meeting  after  the  passage 
of  this  ordinance,  and  in  the  month  of  July  annually  thereafter 
shall  appoint  as  many  Wood  Measurers  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  measure  and  insoect  all  fire  wood 
brought  to  the  Wood  stands  in  this  City,  for  sale,  and  to  give 
the  owner  or  purchaser  of  each  load  a  certificate  stating  the 
quantity  thereof  and  the  date  of  inspection  making  a  reasonable 
and  fair  allowance  for  loss  sustained  by  crooked  or  uneven  wood, 
estimating  a  cord  to  contain  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  cubic 
feet;  and  for  each  and  every  cord  or  load,  so  measured,  he  shall  be 
paid  five 
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cents  by  the  seller  of  the  wood,  anc  no  more,  and  any  measurer 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies  to  assist  him 
therein,  at  such  times  as  the  public  convenience  may  require, 
and  the  measurer  &n^   his  deputies,  before  entering  on  the  duties 
of  his  or  their  office  shall  severally  take  a  oath  or  afferma- 
tion  before  the  Mayor  well  and  truly  to  perform  the  same  and 
shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  by  the  City  Council  at  their  dis- 
cretion. 

Spc.5.  That  all  fire  wood  brought  to  the  City  for  sale,  shall 
be  four  feet,  three  feet,-  or  tv/o  feet  long  including  one  half 
the  kerf,  and  the  cord  shall  be  computed  at  the  rate  of  eight 
feet  in  length,  anc  four  feet  in  night,  "'ell  stowed  and  packed, 
and  if  any  fire  wood  measures  less  then  it  purports  to  be,  the 
measurers  shall  make  en   allowance  for  the  c-ame  of  double  the  d.e- 
fisiency,  and  it  shall  be  unlawful]  for  any  person  to  sell  any 
fire  wood  in  this  City,  which  will  measure  less  than  the  measurer 
fixed  by  this  Section;  Provided,  that  persons  may  make  special 
contract  to  sell  and  deliver  \  ood  or  any  length  for  the  use  of 
one  State,  County  or  City,  or  for  any  HoLel,  Store  or  private 
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dwellings,  or  for  merchanical  or  manufacturing  uses,  or  for 
any  Railroad,  or  for  any  Brick  or  Lyme  kiln,  and  the  par- 
ties making  such  special  contracts  may  have  the  wood  measured 
by  the  measurer  or  not,  at  their  option. 

Sec. 4.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next 
all  persons  hauling  fire  wood  to  this  City  for  sale  in  wagons 
or  other  vehicles,  shall  have  the  bed  on  which  such  wood  is 
placed  so  constructed  as  to  form  right  angles  at  the  corners 
thereof,  and  to  be  as  wide  in  front  as  at  the  back,  and  the 
sides  and  ends  of  which  shall  stand  perpendicular  with  the  bed, 
and  be  open  in  such  a  manner  as  to  permit  the  wood  measurer 
to  examin  the  same  before  giving  certificate  of  the  quantity. 

Sec. 5.  That  the  wood  measurers  shall  designate  the  places 
where  the  wood  wagons  shall  stand,  to  be  appointed  by  the  City 
Council,  Provided,  that  they  shall  not  stand  near  any  fire 
engine  house,  or  any  public  cistern,  or  any  hotel  to  prevent 
stages  or  carriages  passing  to  it,  nor  in  any  way  to  obstruct 
the  passage  of  any  street,  cross  Street  or  alley;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  all  persons  bringing  fire  wood  to  this  City  for 
sale  (which  is  not  under  special  contract)  to  drive  it  to  one 
of  the  wood  stands  desiginated  by  the  measurers,  to  have  it 
inspected  and  measured,  and  all  fire  wood  brought  to  this  City 
by  the  canal,  river  or  rail  roads  for  sale,  shall  be  subject 
to  the  same  regulations  respecting  measurements  as  that  brought 
in  wagons,  except  that  it  may  be  measured  at  the  warves,  land- 
ings or  depots. 

Sec. 6.  That  any  person  offending  against  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance  shall  on  conviction  thereof  be  fined  any  sum 
not  exceeding  five  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Mayor  with 
cost. 
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Sec. 7.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  September  next: 

Mr.  Horn  moved  to  amend  the  second  section  by  placing  the  words 
ten  cents  in  place  of  five  cents  for  measuring,  the  Ayes  and 
Noes  being  called  it  did  not  prevail  by  the  following  vote: 
Affirmative  Messrs  Douglass,  Horn  and  Jones  3 

Negative     "     Boaz,Delzell,Dunlap,Fuqua , Good, Jones, 
Mansur,  Re id  and  Sulgrove  9 

And  the  Ordinance  was  Ordained  by  the  following  vote: 
Affirmative  Messrs,  Boaz,  Beck,  Delzell,Dunlap,  Douglass, G-oode, 
H0rn, Jones, Keeley, Mansur, Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative  Mr.  Fuqua 
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An  Ordinance  to  restrain  hogs  or  swine  from  running  i  t 
large  within  the  Corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, 
end  providing  the  mode  of  taking  up,  impounding  and  selling  the 
same . 

Sec.l.  Be  it  ordained  by   the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  it 
shall  be  unlawful  for  hogs  or  gwlne  of  pny   descriotion  to  run  at 
large  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

Sec. 2.  That  from  and  after  the  time  named  fill  hogs  or  swine  found 
running  at  large  within  the  corporate  limits  of  said  City  s] 
be  taken  up  and  impounded  by  the  marshall  of  said  City,  of  which 
he  shall  give  immediate  notice  in  writing,  set  up  at  each  market 
house,  describing  each  hog,  shoat,  or  pig  so  taken  up  and  im- 
pounded. 

Sec. 5.  It  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  hog, shoat  or  pig  so  taken 
up  and  impounded,  does  not  appear  in  twenty  four  hours  after  the 
putting  up  of  such  notice  as  aforesaid,  and  pay  the  expense  of 
such  taking  up  find  impounding,  then  the  said  marshall  shall  sell 
the  same  to  defray  such  expense,  returning  the  overpluss,  if 
any,  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  hog,  shoat  or  pig,  if  known; 
otherwise,  he  shall  pay  it  to  the  City  Treasurer. 

Sec.  4.  The  Marshall  shall  be  allowed,  twenty  five  cents  for  his 
services  in  takingv.up  and.  impounding  each  hog,  shoat  or  pig  where 
the  same  is  claimed,  oefore  sale,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  hog,  shoat  or  pig,  before  the  same  shall  be  re- 
leased; but  in  case  of  sale,  the  Marshall  shall  be  allowed  the 
further  sum  of  fifteen  cents  for  efi  ch  hog,  shoat,  or  pig  offered, 
for  sale  as  aforesaid,  to  be  retained  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale. 

Sec. 5.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  first  6.sy   of  August  next. 

Ordained  and  established  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  T.'essrs  Boe.z,  3eck,Dunlap ,  Douglass  ,  Croode ,  Jones  ,  Mansur, 

Re id  and  Sul  grove. 

N  egati ve  1  tr .  K  e  e  1  ey . 
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An  Ordinance  authorizing  the  Sale  and  leasing  of  the 
stalls  in  the  several  market  hdUses  in  the  City  of  Indiana oolis, 
and  fixing  the  time  enc.   terms  thereof. 

Sec.l.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, that  the  Market  Masters  of  the  several  markets  in 
said  City  may  lea.ee  any  of  the  stalls  in  respective  market  houses 
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until  the  first  market  morning  in  May  next  for  the  best  price 
in  cash  they  can  obtain  for  the  same,  to  be  paid  in  hand. 

Sec. 2.  The  Market  masters  of  the  several  markets  in  said  City 
shall  on  the  first  market  morning  in  May  next  offer  for  sale  to 
the  highest  bidder,  the  use  of  the  stalls  in  their  respective 
market  houses,  _far  the  term  of  three  years,  the  purchaser  to  pey 
the  amount  in  hand  to  the  market  master  of  said  market.  Provide^, 
That  the  stalls  in  said  Market  houses  shall  not  be  sold  at  a  less 
sum  than  ten  dollars  for  each  stall  for  each  year. 

Sec.  3.  If  Fivj   purchaser  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  sale,  the  market  master  of  the  markets  who  made  such 
sale,  shall  declair  such  sale  void,  and  shall  proceed  immediate- 
ly $o  offer  the  same  for  sale,  as  directed  in  the  preceding  sec- 
tion, and  in  case  said  stall  shall  sell  for  a  less  sum  than  at 
the  first  sale,  the  former  bidder  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  a- 
mount  of  such  deficit  to  the  market  master  for  the  use  of  the  City, 

Sec  4.  In  case  any  of  the  stalls  remain  unsold  the  market  mas- 
ter may  lease  the  same  to  any  person  applying  therefor  at  a  rate 
for  the  balance  of  the  said  term  not  less  than  the  price  a'oove 
in  said  section  two  fixed. 

Sec. 5.  It  shall  De  the  duty  of  said  Market  Masters  to  oay  over  all 
moneys  received  by  them  for  the  sale  or  lease  of  said  stalls  or 
any  of  them  to  the  City  Treasurer,  and  take  his  receiot  therefor, 
which  receipt  shall  be  received  by  the  Common  Council  of  said 
City,  ps   a  voucher  for  the  amount  therein  stated,  on  settlement 
between  said  Council  and  any  such  Market  master. 

Sec. 6.  The  Market  T'asters  of  said  several  markets  shall  on  the 
sale  or  lease  of  any  of  said  Stalls,  in  their  respective  market 
houses,  and  on  Compliance  with  the  terms  of  sale  or  lease,  by 
the  purchaser  or  lessee,  execute  and  deliver  to  such  purchaser 
or  lessee  a  certificate  of  such  purchase  or  lease,  Statin  :  ther©- 

the  time  for  which  such  purchase  or  lease  is  made  and  The 
f  Lount  Df   >ney  paid  therefor. 

Sec. 7.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances  conflicting  with 
the  forgoing  are  hereby  repealed. 
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Sec. 8.  This  ordinance       \:  feet  and       force  f]  oi   nd 

after  its  passage. 
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Ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz,  Bee*.,  Delzell,  Dunlap, Douglass,  Fuqua, 
G-oode, Horn,  Jones  ,Keeley,Mansur,Reid  anc"  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  None. 

Dj  Motion  by  T'r.Dunlap  the  council  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wens- 
day  at  2  O'clock  P.M. 

Attest , Alfred  Stephens:,-  Jt    es  McCready,Mayor. 

City" ClirK 
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Jouncil  Chamber 
July  18th  1855 


The  Council  met  at  2   O'clock  P.:  .  ,the  I'ayor  and  all  "the  members 
present. 

Mr. Taylor  City  attorney  reported  in  favor  of  the  resolution 
for  grading  and  graveling  Meridian  Street  and  side  walks  from 
Clrcll  Street  North  to  the  donation  line,  refered  to  him  at  last 
meeting. 
Concurid  in- 

And  On  Motion  of  Mr. Douglass  the  resAlution  was  adopted  by  the 
following  vote 

Affirmative ,  Mes srs  Boaz , Beck , Delzell ,Dunlap , Douglass , Fuqua,  Gray- 
don,  Goode,  Horn, Jones, Keeley, Mans ur,Reid,  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  None. 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following  Communication. 
City  Council  Indianapolis 

Gentlemen.  I  see  in  the  report  of  Council  as  per  Daily  State 
Journal,  that  Mr. Sulgrove  presented  a  petition  in  which  ray  name 
is  associated  with  thaj.  of  Harbison  to  stop  the  work  on  the  gutter 
on  the  North  side  of  Washington  street  between  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware  Streets.  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  knew  nothing  of  it  till 
I  saw  it  as  above  stated,  and  that  Harbison  had  no  incouragement 
whatever  from  me  to  present  any  such  petition.  July  18,1855. 

A.Murison 

Mr.Dunlap  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  salary  of  the  assistant  City  Engineer  be  paid  at 
$300.00  per  annum. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, Goo de, 
Horn, J0nes, Keeley, Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  None. 

Mr. Horn  presented  the  following  report 

The  undersigned  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  was  refered  the 
accounts  of  John  Agnew  for  Hose  &c  beg  leave  to  report  that  there 
is  no  money  in  the  Treasury  and  they  recommend  the  City  Council 
to  borrow  the  money  from  the  School  Fund  to  pay  said  account. 

James  Sulgrove, H  J. Home 
Concured  in  J. B. E.  Reld, Committee 
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Mr. Horn  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  authorized  to  borrow 
of  the  School  Trustees  sufficient  funds  to  pay  the  account  of 
John  Agnew  and  the  balance  due  on  the  first  payment  for  the 
Hospital  ground  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  instructed  to 
set  aside  out  of  the  first  money  collected  by  him  sufficient  to 
pay  the  amount  borrowed. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap,  Douglass  ,Fuqua,  G-ray- 
don,Goode, Horn, Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid,  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  None. 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following. 
Resolved 

That  as  Mr. John  McCollum  has  not  complied  with  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Street  Commissioner  in  filling  the  hole  on  the  lots 
belonging  to  said  McCollum,  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  di- 
rected to  cause  the  water  to  be  drained  by  diglng  a  sink  or  other- 
wise at  the  expense  of  Mr. John  McCollum. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Del zell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua, Gray- 
don, Goode, Horn, Jones, Keeley,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  None.. 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Engineer  be  directed  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  a  Stone  walk  and  filling  between  the  bridges  on  Virginia 
Avenue  and  Alabama  Street. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affermative,  Messrs  Beck, Del z ell, Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua, Horn, 
J0nes, Keeley,Mansur,Reid,  and  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  None. 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  directed  to  advertize  for 

building  a  cistern  at  the  corner  of  New  York  and  Noble  Street. 

The  following  vote  is  tie. 

Affermative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Dunlap, Jones, Keeley  &  Mansur  7 

Negative  Messrs  Douglas s,Fuqua,G-ray don, Goo de, Horn, Reid  &   Sulgrove  7 

On  Motion  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 


. 
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Mr. Boaz  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Honorable  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 
We  the  undersigned  property  holders  on  Meridian  Street 
and  the  Madison  Road  desiring  to  make  a  side  walk  leading  from 
the  intersection  of  the  Madison  Road  and  Meridian  Street  along  the 
East  side  of  Meridian  running  to  the  North  East  corner  of  South 
Street,  thence  across  the  Street  to  the  West  side,  thence  North 
to  the  bridge.  Petition  your  Honorable  Body  to  grant  us  the  priv- 
ilege to  make  said  side  walk,  and  also  the  permission  to  use  dirt 
off  of  the  street  to  make  the  same. 

Margaret  McCraty 

B.F.Tuttle 

E.Browning 

On  Motion  the  prayer  was  granted  and  the  City  Engineer  was  directed 
to  set  the  grade  stakes. 

Mr.Keeley  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  authorized  by  the  Common 
Council  to  notify  Mr. Huntington  to  have  Ohio  Street  graded  between 
East  and  Noble  Streets  where  it  has  sunk. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affermatlve.  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray- 
don, G-oode, Horn,  Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid  ana  Sulgrove. 
Negative,  None. 

Mr.Delzell  offerea  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed  to  report  an 
Ordinance  reducing  the  pay  of  Councllmen  to  two  dollars  for  each 
meeting  they  may  attend. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affermatlve,  Messrs  Beck, Del zell,Dunlap,G-oode,Mansur,Reid,&  Sul- 
grdve  7 

Negative  Messrs  Boaz, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, Horn, Jones,  &  Keeley  7 
The  vote  being  a  tie  the  Mayor  cast  his  vote  in  the  affermatlve. 

Mr. Mans ur  moved 

The  appointment  of  A  select  committee  with  the  City  Engineir 
to  examin  the  gutter  on  the  North  side  of  Washington  Street,  at 
the  crossing  of  Illinois  Street,  and  ofcder  the  same  paved  with 
holders,  if  necessary.   Prevailed. 

Messrs  Jones,  Mansur  and  Goode  were  appointed  the  Committee 
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Mr.Reid  moved 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examin  the  matter, 
and  confir  with  the  Railroad  Companys,  in  relation  to  the  open- 
ing of  a  new  Street  paralel  with  Louisiana  Street  in  the  7th 
ward  Prevailed. 
Messrs  Beck,Reid  and  Boaz  Committee. 

Mr.Dunlap  offered  the  following, 
Resolved, 

That  the  Civil  Enginee  be  authorized  to  use  plank  if 
thought  advisable  over  the  gutter  across  Washington  Street  in 
place  of  stone. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Beci, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don,  Go  ode, Horn, 
Jones, Keeley ,Mansur,Reid  and  Suigrove   12 
Negative,  None. 

Mr.Dunlap  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  suspend  his  work  on  the 
Streets,  till  specially  directed  by  the  Council,  except  the  unfin- 
ished work 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative ,  Mes sre  Boaz , Beck,  Del zell , Dunlap ,  Douglas s ,  Fuqua ,  Gray- 
don, Goode, Horn, Jones, Keeley, Mansur,Reld  and  Suigrove  14 
Negative,  None. 

Mr.Reid  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Clirk  of  South  Market  be  directed  to  sell  the 
stalls  of  said  market  to  the  highest  bidder. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote, 

Affermative,  Messrs  Boaz,  Beck,  Del  zell,  Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  Gray- 
don,  Goode,  Jofles,  Keeley,  Mansur,  Re  id  &   Suigrove  13 
Negative,  None. 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill  up  the 
low  places  and  cause  the  water  to  run  off  of  Washington  Street 
between  Delaware  and  East  Street. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, G-ray- 
don, Goode, Home, Jones, Keeley, Mansur,Reld  and  Suigrove  14 
Negative  None. 
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Mr.Keeley  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  authorized  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  to  ditch  the  west  dide  of  Noble  Street  between  Market 
and  Ohio  street. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray- 
don, Goode, Horn, Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove  14 
Negative,  None 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  directed  to  report  an  Or- 
dinance reducing  the  night  watch  to  one  in  each  ward  including  a 
Captain  for  the  same. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affirmative  Messrs  Be ck,Delzell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Goode, Horn, Jones, 
Keeley,Mansur  and  Reid.  10 

Negative  Messrs  Boaz, Fuqua, Gray don  and  Sulgrove 

Mr.Graydon  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  is  hereby  directed  to  advertise 
for  proposals  for  making  Eight  crossings  on  Washington  Street  as 
follows,  one  at  the  West  crossing  of  Delaware  Street,  two  at  the 
crossing  of  Pennsylvania  Street,  two  at  the  crossing  of  Meridian 
Street,  two  at  the  crossing  of  Illinois  Street,  and  one  at  the 
West  Grossing  of  Tennessee  Street,  said  crossings  to  be  of  un- 
dressed stone  and  according  to  a  plan  heretofore  presented  by  the 
Engineer. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative,  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, Goode, 
Horn, Jones, Keeley,Mansur, Reid  and  Sulgrove  13 

Negative  Mr.Delzell  1 

Mr.Keeley  moved  that  the  Clirk  be  instructed  to  issue  warrents  to 
Mr.Schofield  and  Obitz. 

Mr.Graydon  moved  to  amend,  by  lnsertin,  on  the  certificate  of  the 

City  Engineer. 

Prevailed. 

Mr.Graydon  moved  that  the  Clirk  issue  a  warrent  of  36$  to  Mr. Un- 
derbill for  an  over  charge  of  taxes  for  last  year,  thirty  Bix 
dollars. 
Prevailed 


- 
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Mr.Goode  presented  a  communication  from  A. C. Grooms  and  W.T. 
Smith  proposing  to  take  the  census  of  the  city  for  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Mr.Reid  moved  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal,  if  G-rooms  and 

Smith  would  take  the  census  of  the  entire  population  of  the 

city 

Which  did  not  prevail 

On  Motion  of  Mr.Delzell  the  following  Ordinance  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Mr. Jones  moved  to  amend  the  Ordinance  by  striking  out  the  first 
Section.  Which  did  not  prevail. 

And  the  Ordinance  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  28th  Section  of  an  Ordinance  en- 
titled "An  Ordinance  relative  to  nuisences  and  other  offences 
against  the  police  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  passed  April 
20th  1852." 

Seel.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  India- 
napolis, That  the  28th  Section  of  an  Ordinance,  entitled  "An 
Ordinance  relative  to  nuisances  and  other  offences  against  the 
police  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  passed  Apfril  20th  1852s,  which 
reads  as  follows  "Sec  28-  If  any  person?'  or  persons  shall  keep 
open  their  store,  grocery,  breweiby,  bake  shop,  or  other  house  or 
building  for  the  purpose  of  trading  on  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
commonly  called  Sunday,  or  shall  sell,  or  give  to  any  person  or 
persons  any  spiritiuous  liquors, beer,  or  cider  or  other  intox- 
icating drinks,  or  shall  permit  any  rioting,  disorderly  or  ob- 
scene conduct  in  said  store  or  other  building,  §n   said  day,  he, 
she  or  they  shall,  for  each  offence  so  committed  be  fined  in  any 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dillars",  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows:  If  any  person  or  persons  shall 
open  their  store, grocery,  or  other  house  or  building  for  the 
purpose  of  trading,  or  transacting  their  ordinary  business,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  commonly  called  Sunday,  or  shall  sell 
or  give  to  any  person  or  persons  any  spiritiuous  liquors, beer 
or  cider,  or  other  intoxicating  drinks,  or  shall  permit  any  riot- 
ing, disorderly  or  obscene  conduct  in  such  store,  or  other  build- 
ing on  said  day,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  for  each  offence 
so  committed,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars: 
Provided,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  the  proprietors  of  Livery  Stables  from  hiring  out  horses 
and  vehicles,  bakers  from  selling  breed,  barbers  from  keeping 
open  their  shops  for  the  purpose  o%   shaving, nor  Apothecaries 
and  Druggists,  from  keeping  open  their  stores  for  the  purpose  of 
selling  drugs  and  medicens  on  said  day. 


: 


. 
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Sec  2.  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  the  passage  and  publication,  as  required  by  law. 
Ordained  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Delzell, Dunlap, Douglass, Horn, Keeley,Mansur 
and  Reid.  7 

Negative  Messrs  Boaz,  Beck,  Fuqua,  Gray  don,  G-oode,  Jones, ASulgrove  7 
It  being  a  tie  vote  the  Mayor  cast  his  vote  in  the  affermative. 

Mr.Eoaz  presented  a  petition  from  twelve  of  the  citizens  living 
in  the  Southern  part  of  the  City,  for  the  removal  of  a  nuisance 
on  Out  Block  No    in  McCartys  addition. 

On  Motion  the  petition  was  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Streets 
and  alleys. 

Mr.Fuqua  moved 

That  the  work  on  Washington  Street  gutters  between 
Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  Sts  be  suspended  till  the  ligality  of 
the  letting  be  ascertained,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  matter  with  the  City  Attorney  and  Engineer. 
Prevailed. 
Committee  Messrs  Horn, Beck  and  Dunlap. 

Mr. Reid  presented  the  following  report 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  Petition  of  the  E.I. 
&   C. Straight  Line  R.R.  Co.  would  recommend  that  they  be  allowed 
their  request.  J.R.E.Reid, 

Wm.  Boaz 

On  Motion  the  report  was  concured  in,  and  the  R.R. Co.  allowed  the 
privelage  of  using  the  dirt  asked  for  in  their  Petition. 

Mr. Horn  presented  a  petition  from  the  Theatrical  Company  in 
Washington  Hale,  for  the  reduction  of  their  License  to  five  dol- 
lars per  night. 
On  Motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.Graydon  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  on  condition  of  Marion  Fire  Co.  raising  by  subscrip- 
tion amount  sufficient  to  complete  the  engine  house  ordered  to  be 
erected  by  the  Council,  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  dollars  is  here- 
by appropriated  towards  the  erection  of  said  Engine  House. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Affermative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua, Gray- 
don,  Goode  , Horn,  Jones,  Keeley,Mansur,  Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Negative  None. 

Mr. Reid  moved  that  the  Engineer  be  instructed  not  to  advertise 
for  proposal  to  build  said  Engine  House  as  at  first  proposed. 
Prevailed, 


. 


- 


. 
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Mr.Fuqua  moved 

That  the  Council  go  into  the  election  of  Wood 
Measurer.     Prevailed. 

Hugh  Smith  and  William  Bretney  were  anominated 

Hugh  Smith  received  5  votes 

William  Bretney  received  9  votes  and  was  declared  duly  elected 

Wood  Measurer. 

Mr.Keeley  moved 

That  the  Marshall  notify  the  owners  of  Out  Lot  Number  174 
to  open  Alabama  Street  through  the  same. 
Which  did  not  prevail. 

James  McCready  Mayor 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

Attest  Alfred  Stephens  City  Clerk: 

At  a  term  of  the  Cort  of  Common  Pleas  of  Marion  County,  Ind.  the 
following  were  appointed  Commissioners  on  the  20th  of  July  1855 
to  apprais  damages  or  benefits  accrueing  to  the  owners  of  lot  or 
land  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis, through  which  any  street  is  pro- 
posed to  be  constructed  or  altered,  or  any  building  thereon  ap- 
propriated. Messrs  Edmond  Browning,  G-eorge  E.West,  W.C.Thompson, 
John  M.  Talbott  &   Nathan  B.  Palmer. 


. 

- 


Page  585 


574 


Council  Chamber 
August  6th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M.  The  Mayor  and  all  mem- 
bers present  except  Mr. Horn. 


The  City  Treasurers  quarterly  report  was  received,  and  as  follows. 

School  Fund 

School  Fund  on  hand     $4099.67 

Reed  of  C©unty  Awlitor   3203.42 

Reed  on  Delinquent  list    26.67  $7329.76 

School  Orders  redeemed  246.80  $7082.96 


July  2,  1855 
Aug.  6,   " 


General  Fund 

July  2  Cash  &  Notes  in  Treasury  $882.69 

Augst6  Reed  of  Market  Master      15.24 

"    "  Reed  License  87.00 

«    *  "on  Delinquent  list    96.55   1081.28 


Orders  redeemed 
Iimterest  on  same 
License  refunded 


661.77 
2.25 
7.50 


Amt  of  warren ts  issued  from  May  1st  to  July  31 


671.52 
409 .  76 
8106.53      7696.77 


On  Motion  the  report  was  refered  to   the  Mayor  and  Clerk  for  ex- 
amination. 


Street  Commissioners  Report  and  accounts  allowed 

John  Ferriter 

19  days  work  at  1.25  per 

day 

$23.75 

John  K el ley 

5  11      R       H     H       II 

fi 

3.75 

Michael  0 'Connel 

17  N      B      II       fl 

■ 

21.25 

Charles  Nu tinier 

10  fl       B       B     B       B 

ti 

12.50 

Mike  Callehan 

14  B      H      B     B      B 

H 

1.87 

Edward  Castlo 

l|  » 

1.87 

Pat  OHarren 

7   ■ 

8.75 

Hugh  Slaven 

15  ■ 

18.75 

Muirson  &   Hlght 

59  loads  of  stone  25 

9.75 

Dennis  Qulnlin 

hawling 

3.95 

Pat  Conghlia 

11  days  work 

13.75 

Daniel  Connel 

11  ■    ■ 

13.75 

Thomas  Ferriter 

11J  H   with  carts 

35.87 

William  Willard 

40   loads  of  stone  at  30 

12.00 

Wm.Sonnefield 

4|  days  hawling 

11.25 

Philip  Socks 

5   p   work  at  1.25 

6.25 
199.06 
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Amt  brt  fwd 

199.06 

Henry  Stumph 

5  days  work  at  1.25 

6.25 

Thomas  OConner 

16  ■     ■ 

20.00 

Thomas  Clark 

5£" 

6.87 

• 
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Michael  0 'Conner  5h   days  work  at  1.25  6.87 

Thomas  Spillane    5#  ■    ■  6.8? 

Michael  0 'Conner   5j  ■    n  with  carts  20.62 

Thomas  Spillane    5  ■    ■  6.25 

Do    Do.       5   H       with  carts  6.25 

Mathew  Smock  two  pumps  26.60 

Cyrus  Obetz  to  Paving  gutter  79.00 

Chris  Wysong  to  Gravil  20.00 

Hugh  Slaven  to  Hawllng  with  team  15  days  45.00 

Pady  Morarty       15  days  work  a$  1.25  18.75 

James  Grifin       12   H    "  15.00 
F.W.Morris  to  diging  well  33  ft  deep  at  50^ 

per  foot  at  cistern  on  Noble  st.  16.50 

Circle  for  same  1.00 
To  diging  well  18  ft  deep  at  corner  of 

Tennessee  &   Vermont  Sts  at  40^  7.20 

Circle  for  same  1.00 

Plat forme  1.50 
To  diging  well  at  corner  of  Georgia 

&  Meridian  St.  15£  feet  6.20 

Circle  1.00 

To  hauling  brick  1.50 

To  half  days  work  .62 

Platform  for  well  1.50 


521.41 


I.B.Fitler  Street  Commissioner 

City  Engineers  Report 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
the  addition  to  the  Western  Engine  House  is  finished  according 
to  the  specifications,  by  Mr.Karns  the  contractor.  The  cistern 
on  the  corner  of  Wood  &  New  Jersey  Streets  is  finished  by  Mr. 
Scho field  the  contractor  and  contains  462  barrels.  Also  the  cis- 
tern on  corner  of  Tennessee  and  Vermont  Streets  and  contains 
420  barrels  also  the  cistern  on  the  corner  of  Noble  and  Georgia 
Streets  is  finished  by  Mr. Obetz  the  contractor,  and  contains 
501  barrels. 


The  estimate  cost  of  constructing  a  stone  wall  along  Pogues 
Run  between  Virginia  Avenue  and  Alabama  Street  for  protection  of 
the  Streets  and  gutter  is  $188.  I  have  advertised  for  the  grading 
and  graveling  of  Meridian  Street  from  Circle  Street  to  the  Do- 
nation Line  Also  New  York  Street  between  Tennessee  street  and 
the  alley  West  of  California  Street,  and  for  grading  Vermont 
Street  between  Delaware  and  New  Jersey  Streets  and  also  &r  the 
8  crossings  of  Washington  Street 


page  585  676 

and  have  received  the  bids  which  are  herewith  presented.  The 
side  walk  on  Michigan  Street  between  Illinois  and  Tennessee  is 
finished  by  Mr. Jones  the  contractor.      A.B.Condit 

City  Engineer 

The  following  bids  were  presented  for  the  construction  of  the 
eight  crossings.  John  B.  Sturaph  proposed  to  do  the  work  and  fur- 
nish stone  &  holders  for  $90  each  crossing. 

Murison  &  Hight  proposed  to  complete  the  8  crossings  $1.90j^  per 
lenial  foot 
Scott  &  Kicholson  "      n   lay  the  crossings  at  $105.00  each 

crossing. 
Jeremiah  Shea     n      ■  construct  the  crossings  for  $162.50 

each  crossing 

Mr. Jones  moved  that  the  bids  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Prevailed. 

The  bids  for  grading  &  graveling  New  York  Street  from  Tennessee 

St  to  the  alley  North  of  California  St. 

Was  on  Motion  awarded  to  the  lowest  responsible  bider. 

The  bids  for  grading  and  graveling  Meridian  Street  from  Circle 
Street  North  to  the  Donation  line  was  on  Motion  of  Mr.Delzell 
awarded  to  James  Bayley  at  15^  per  cubic  yard  for  grading  &  for 
graveling  58^  per  yard. 

The  bid  for  grading  Vermont  Street  between  Delaware  and  New  Jer- 
sey Streets  was  awarded  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

Sextons  Report  of  the  buriels  of  July 
Whole  No.  of  Interments  35 

Brought  from  the  country  8 

Leaving  in  the  City  Limits  27 

Beseases 


Consumption 
Flux 

2 

2 

Drowne  d 

2 

Cancer 

1 

Scrofula 

1 

From  cut  on 

the  . 

foot  1 

Summer  complaint 
Cramp 

6 

1 
16 

Infants 

19 
35 

Adults  9 

Under 

two 

years    26 

John  Moffitt  Sexton 
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C.W.Purcele  Chief  Fire  Engineer  reported  that  the  Apparatus 
belonging  to  the  Fire  Companys  in  good  servicable  order  at 
present. 

Mr  Dunlap  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Salary  of  the  City  Attorney. 
Sec.l  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  India- 
napolis. That  the  City  Attorney  shall  receive  for  his  services  the 
annual  salary  of  (three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars)  to  be  paid, 
quarterly  as  other  salaries  are  paid. 

Sec. 2   This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  full  force  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  May  A. D. 1855. 

Mr. Dunlap  moved  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  five  hundred. 
Did  not  prevail 
Mr.Reid  moved  four  hundred 
Did  not  prevail 

Mr.Sulgrove  move  three  hundred  and  fifty 
Which  prevailed. 

And  on  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  read  the  third  time  and 
Ordained  by  the  following  vote 

Affirmative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Del zell, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray- 
don,  G-oode, Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Negative  None. 

Also  presented  the  following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  regulating  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 

Sec.l  Be  it  Ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  1855,  each 
member  of  the  Common  Council  shall  receive  for  his  service  as 
such  councilman       dollars  for  every  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  that  he  may  attend,  to  be  paid  quarterly  as  other  sal- 
aries are  paid. 

Sec. 2.  All  Ordinances  heretofore  passed  regulating  the  compen- 
sation of  councilmen  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec. 3.  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  ite  passage. 

Mr. Dunlap  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  two  dollars. 

Did  not  prevail. 

Mr. Jones  moved  it  be  filled  with  three  dollars 

Did  not  prevail. 
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Mr.G-raydon  moved  that  it  be   laid  on  the   table. 
Prevailed. 
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Also  an  Ordinance  to  establish  a  police  force  in  the  City  of 

Indianapolis  prescribing  its  duties  and  repealing  all  ordinances 

heretofore  passed  on  that  subject. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended  and  read  the  third  time,  but 

was  not  Ordained  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Messrs  Delzell,Dunlap,Keeley  and  Reid 

Negative  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Douglass, Fuqua,Gray don, G-oode, Jones, Man- 

sur  and  Sulgrove. 

Mr.Delzell  presented  the  following  report  from  the  City  Attorney 
To  the  Common  Council 

The  undersigned  to  whom  was  refered  the  account  of  Abram 
Bird,  has  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Council  should  refund  the  amount  paid  by  said  Bird  to 
the  City  Treasurer  on  sale  of  Masonic  Hall  property,  with  6  per 
cent  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of  such"  payment.  But  he  thinks 
tfrat  the  Council  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  charge  made  by  Bird  for 
attorneys  fees.  The  unaersigned  is  not  aware  of  the  time  Bird 
paid  the  said  money  to  the  treasurer,  nor  the  amount  paid  by  him, 
but  supposes  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  will  show  the  amount. 
Mr.Shortridge,  late  treasurer  who  made  the  sale  ano  received  the 
money,  informed  me  and  also  testified  on  the  trial  that  the  money 
was  not  paid  by  Bird  until  some  considerable  time  after  the  sale 
was  made.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  to  consult  Mr. Short ridge  and  ascertain  the 
exact  ammount,  and  the  precise  date  when  the  same  was  paid  to 
him  by  said  Bird.  The  amount  paid  v;ill  be  taxed  up  with  the  taxes 
since  assessed  against  said  Masonic  Hall  property. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Concured  in  N.B.Taylor, City  Attorney 

Mr. Sulgrove  moved  that  the  clerk  be  instructed  to  issue  warrents 
to  said  Abram  Bird  for  the  ammount  paid  by  him  on  the  Masonic 
Hall  Property  with  interest. 
Prevailed  Principal  $342.99 

Interest    26.50 

Total      369.29 
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Mr. Reid  presented  the  following  report. 

The  Committee  on  changing  the  Street  in  the  seventh  ward 
Report,  that  they  have  examined  the  proposed  change  and  consider 
it  advisable  to  have  the  change  made.  The  following  statement 
in  reference  to  the  matter  by  the  President  of  the  Indiana  Central 
R.R.Co.  is  herewith  submitted.   J.B.E.Reid   ) 

Samuel  Beck  (  Committee 
William  Boaz) 


. 
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Office  Indiana  Central  Railway  Co. 
Indianapolis  August  2nd  1855 

If  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis  will  pass 
an  ordinance  to  vacate  Maryland  Street  from  Noble  Street  east  to 
the  Corporation  line  The  Indiana  Central  Railway  Company  will 
convey  or  cause  to  be  conveyed  to  said  City  for  a  Street  thirty 
feet  in  width  off  of  the  South  end  of  the  Lots  fronting  on  Mary- 
land Street  betvreen  those  points  if  the  property  holders  on  the 
South  of  said  lot©  will  convey  an  additional  thirty  feet  in 
width  so  as  to  make  a  new  street  between  Noble  Street  and  the 
corporation  line  East.  And  said  Company  will  also  grade  said  new 
Street  what  is  called  a  surface  grade.  It  is  understood  that  none 
of  the  property  holders  whose  property  will  front  on  such  new 
street  wish  any  other  kind  ofagrade  on  the  same.  If  however  the 
Council  decline  to  vacate  the  Street  for  the  supposed  want  of 
power  to  do  so  if  they  will  pass  an  Ordinance  relecing  the  Com- 
pany from  liability  for  occupying  it  and  from  any  supposed  lia- 
bility to  construct  a  street  along  side  of  it  between  Noble  Street 
and  the  corporate  line  the  Company  will  accept  such  ordinance  in 
lieu  of  one  vacating  such  street  and  will  perform  on  their  part 
the  same  as  if  the  Ordinance  vacated  the  Street. 

John  S.  Newman,  President. 

Mr.Eeck  moved 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to  draft 
an  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  matter. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Eeck  presented  the  following  Petition 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis . 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis ,  county  of 
Marion  and  State  of  Indiana  and  owners  of  the  number  of  feet  of 
the  property  in  Out  Lot  No  23  in  said  City  annexed  to  our  respec- 
tive names  fronting  on  Delaware  Street,  respectfully  request  your 
Honorable  body  to  caus  the  side  walk  fronting  said  Out  Lot  on  said 
Delaware  Street  to  be  graded  and  graveled  according  to  the  Laws 
in  such  case  provided,  and  also  tto  cause  a  proper  side  ditch  to 
be  made  along  the  same. 
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Names  of  property  owners  in  Out  Lot  No  23 
Robert  B.Duncan        88  ft.   John  Kelshaw       44 
Christian  Harmening     22      Ellis  L.Aker       22 
Lc-n  Wurstburry         22      John  McCollum      88 
William  Reeling        22 


'■ 
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The  prayer  granted  and  the  Civil  Engineer  instructed  to  set  grade 
stakes  and  advertise  for  bids  for  the  same. 

Mr.Graydon  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, Ind. 
We  the  undersigned  request  that  you  grant  the  right  of  way  to  the 
Lafayette  and  Indianapolis  R.R.Co.  for  a  switch  on  the  East  side 
of  their  Road,  and  to  cross  Market  Street  and  the  first  alley 
South  also  the  first  alley  North  of  said  Market  Street.  Herewith 
we  hand  you  separate  grants  to  the  right  of  way  by  the  owners  of 
Lots  bordering  on  said  Rail  Road  where  said  switch  is  wanted. 
Edwards  &   Copeland      owners  of  Lot  11  in  Block  52 
Hasselman  &  Vinton       M      B   "   9   «   ■   49 
I.M.W.Langedale         »      ■    ■  10  ■    B   49 

Praying  you  may  grant  our  Petition  we  remain 
August  1st  1855  Respectively  your 

Hasselman  &  Vinton 
Pray  of  the  petition  granted. 

Mr.Reid  presented  the  following. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 
We  the  undersigned  owners  of  two  thirds  of  the  property  on  New  Jer- 
sey Street  between  Virginia  Avenue  and  South  Street,  would  peti- 
tion your  honorable  body  to  have  the  same  graded. 

ft   J.L.Reynolds  116 

Mrs. Mary  Cannon  100 

T.S.Wilson  33^ 

J.M.Kemper  101 

W.H. Carle  33% 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  granted  and  the  Civil  Engineer  instructed 
to  set  the  grade  stakes  and  advertise  for  bids  on  the  same. 

The  following  accounts  presented  and  refered  to  the  Committee  on 

Accounts. 

To  Allen  Wilson  for  extra  lumber  on  bridge  over  Pogues  Run  $31.15 

■  Stewart  &  Bowen  for  Books  &  Stationary  12.12 

■  Delzell  &  Tyler  B  Books  54.60 
H  W.H.Karns        H  additional  improvements  on  W.L. En- 
gine House  10.50 

H  Indianapolis  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Co.  for  455.14 

Refered  to  the  Committee  &  City  Engineer 
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The  following  accounts  presented  and  allowed 

To  C.G. Berry  for  Printing  #12.25 

1  McCord  &  Wheatly  for  blocks  to  E  &  W  Market  Housel3.00 

*  A. C. Grooms  for  Books  &  Stationary  13.00 

1  A.Turner  for  School  Tax  paid  1853  15.30  $53.25 


Richard  O'Neal 

40 

J.B.E.Reld 

40 

D.S.Toon 

40 

N.H.Turner 

40 

George  W.Drum 

40 
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Captain  of  the  Watch 

Report 

W.J. H.Robinson 

Served 

35  d 

F.  Wright 

29£" 

H.Davis 

35  » 

T.Atkinson 

33  » 

D.Dearinger 

35  ■ 

D.Anderson 

35  « 

A.Taff 

29  ■ 

A.S.Dale 

34  ■ 

B . Lobaugh 

35  " 

D.Hay 

35  " 

W.McClain 

33§" 

R.Pratt 

34  ■ 

H . Adams 

28  ■ 

George  Owings 

n 

35  " 

J .  M.  Vanblaricum 

i 

30  ■ 

581 


|52.50 
44.25 
52.50 
49.50 
52.50 
52.50 
43.50 
51.00 
52.50 
52.50 
50.25 
51.00 
42.00 
52.50 
52.50  $751.50 


Arrests  to  August  6th  1855 
For  Intoxication       17 
H   Disturbing  the  Peace5 
B   Gaming  3 

"   Vice  &  Immorality  13 

38 


I. M. Vanblaricum  Captain  of  Watch 


On  Motion  the  Cllrch  was  instructed  to  issue  warrents  for  the 
above  service. 

Mr.Mansur  presented  the  following  resignation. 

The  City  Council  of  Indianapolis  will  please  accept 
this  as  my  resignation  of  the  appointment  of  Watchman  of  the 
third  Ward  and  much  oblige.       David  Anderson 
August  6th  1855 
Accepted 
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Mr.Sulgrove  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis  harti- 
ly  approve  the  efficient  and  prompt  action  of  our  City  Watch  in 
repelling  the  assalt  made  upon  them  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of 
July,  and  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  sustain  them  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  and  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and 
good  morals  of  the  City. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Affirmative  Mes srs  Boaz , Douglass , Fuqua, Graydon ,  Goode , Jones , Mansur 
and  Sulgrove.  8 

Negative  Messrs  Delzell,Dunlap,Keeley  and  Reld  4 
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Mr.Keeley  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Common  Council  premlt  the  property  holders  on 
Noble  Street  between  New  York  and  Vermont  Streets  to  take  the 
dirt  off  of  the  high  part  to  fill  a  mud  hole  on  the  low  part  of 
said  Street. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes.  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglas e, Fuqua, Gray don, 
Goode, Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes,  None. 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  directed  to  have  the 
gutter  on  the  West  side  of  New  Jersey  Street,  between  Market  and 
Washington  Streets,  cleaned  out  so  that  the  water  may  pass  off. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes,  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua,  Or  ay don, 
Goode, Jones, Keeley,Mansur, Reed  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes,  None. 

Mr. Reed  offered  the  following 
Rg  solved, 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertize  for  bids 
and  put  under  contract  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  the  stone 
wall  on  Pogues  Run  fro a  Virginia  Avenue  to  Alabama  Street. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Goode, Keeley,Mansur 
and  Re id.  9 

Noes  Messrs  Fuqua, Gray don, and  Sulgrove.  3 
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Mr. Boaz  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  make  a  wagon 
track  through  the  mud  hole  in  Delaware  Street  between  Merrill  and 
McCarty  Streets  sufficient  for  wagons  to  pass. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck,Delze 11, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, Goode, 
Jones,Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes,  None. 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  John  McCollum  be  permitted  to  take  the  dirt  off  the 
side  walk  on  South  Street  in  front  of  John  Monteeths  property  for 
Jthe  use  of  the  side  walk  on  Delaware  Street. . 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 


- 
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Ayes,  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Del zell,Dunlap, Douglas s ,  Fuqua ,  G-ray don, 
Goode,  Jones,  Keeley,Mansur,Reld  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes,  None. 

Mr.Reld  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  set  the  stakes  for 
the  grade  of  the  side  walk  on  South  side  of  South  Street  between 
Delaware  and  Alabama  Streets. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes ,  Mes srs  Boaz , Beck , Delzell , Dunlap, Douglas s , Fuqua , G-rs.ydon , Goode , 
Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes,  None. 

Mr. Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  notify  the  Union  Track  Com- 
pany to  make  a  culvert  under  the  Union  Track  at  the  crossing  of 
Market  Street,  so  that  the  water  may  pass  off. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote; 

Ayes,  Messrs  Boaz,  Beck,  Delzell,  Dunlap,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  G-ray  don,  G-oode, 
Jones, Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes,  None. 

Mr. Good  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to  repair  the 
grade  and  gravel  the  Alley  North  of  Washington  Street  between  Me- 
ridian and  Pennsylvania  Streets  immediately. 
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Not  adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, G-raydon  and  Goode  5 

Noes   ■     Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Keeley, ^ansur,Reid  and 

Sulgrove  7 

Mr. Sulgrove  stated  that  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  borrow  from 
the  School  Fund  the  money  to  pay  for  the  Hospital  property,  that 
the  amount  for  the  hose  would  be  as  much  as  6hould  be  taken  from 
that  fund. 

Mr. Dunlap  thought  one  should  be  paid  from  the  money  borrowed  of 
the  school  fund,  as  well  as  the  other,  and  moved  that  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  authorized  to  borrow  a  sufficient 
amount  for  both  payments  from  said  Fund. 
Prevailed. 


' 


■ 
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Mr. Re id  moved 

That  a  committee  with  the  City  Attorney  be  appointed 
to  examin  the  matter  of  opening  Alabama  Street  through  Out  Lot 
No  174. 
Prevailed 
And  Messrs  Delzell,Reid  and  Jones  Committee. 

Mr.Boaz  moved 

That  all  persons  be  permitted  to  sell  at  the  South 
Market  House  free. 
Prevailed. 

Mr. Jones  moved 

That  the  Council  go  into  the  election  of  a  Watchman 
for  the  Third  Ward,  in  place  of  David  Anderson  resigned. 
Prevailed 
And  Joseph  Colley  was  elected  by  a  unanamous  vote. 

Mr.G-raydon  moved 

That  the  City  Engineer  set  the  stakes  for  the  en- 
gine house  of  the  Mazion  Fire  Companys  on  the  City  lot. 
Prevailed. 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

James  McC ready  Mayor. 
Attest:  Alfred  Stephens  City  Clerk. 


■ 
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Council  Chamber 
August  20th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M.  The  Mayor  and  all  the  members 
present,  except  Messrs  G-oode,Horn  and  Sulgrove. 

Street  Commissioners  Report  presented  and  following  accounts  al- 
lowed. 

Indianapolis  August  20th  1855 


To 

Thomas  T.Keenen 

for  4  days 

at  $1.25 

$  5.00 

H 

Michael  OConal 

■ 

6  ■ 

H      ft 

7.50 

tl 

Peter  Morarty 

Tt 

5  » 

h     n 

6.25 

H 

Irvin  Read 

H 

8^» 

H       H 

10.62 

11 

Philip  Socks 

1 

8  H 

II       H 

10.00 

1 

Henry  Sturaph 

1 

8  « 

n     a 

10.00 

II 

Dan  OConnel 

n 

6  ■ 

M       fl 

7.50 

II 

Hugh  Slaven 

1! 

12  ■ 

n     it 

15.00 

H 

John  Ferriter 

N 

8  ■ 

N       N 

10.00 

II 

Pat  Conghlin 

H 

8iH 

ii     n 

10.31 

1 

Thomas  Ferriter 

H 

7  B 

with  ftarts 

17.50 

II 

Andrew  Lowman 

II 

6  ■ 

H  waggon  at 
|2.50 

15.00 

It 

Hugh  Slaven 

II 

12  ■ 

II     H 

30.00 

II 

James  O'Connel 

It 

22  " 

H  $1.25 

27.50 

IT 

Anthony  Wishmlre 

to 

filling 

Cistern 

15.00 

II 

John  Minlc 

for  10  day 

at  $1.25 

12.50 

II 

G-eorge  Hess 

i 

hawling 

12.00  $231.78 

Orr  &  Pearce  for  Cistern  on  corner  of  Ohio  &  Me- 
ridian Sts.  40.00 
Mathew  Smock  for  Pump  &  repairing  pumps  19.95 
7/alker  &  Vandegrift  for  Lumber  75.64 
D.W.Fuqua          ■   ■  76. 13^  211.711- 

$  433.59| 
Jacob  Fetler, Street  Commissioner 

The  following  Report  was  presented 

The  Mayor  &   Clerk  to  whom  the  report  of  the  City  Treasurer 
was  refered  have  examined  the  same  and  found  it  corrlct. 
August  20th  1855  James  McCready  Mayor 

Alfred  Stephens  Clerk 

City  Engineers  Repozrt 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis, 

The  cistern  on  the  corner  of  Georgia  and  Meridian  Street  is 
finished  by  Mr.Obetz  the  contractor  and  contains  544  barrels. 

I  have  advertised  for  bids  for  building  a  stone  wall  on 
South  side  of  Pogues  Run,  between  Virginia  Avenue  and  Delaware 
Street.  For  grading  New  Jersey  Street  between  Virginia  Avenue  and 
South  Street.  Also  for  grading  and  graveling  the  side  walk  in 
front 


•• 
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of  Out  Lot  No.  23  fronting  on  Delaware  Street  the  bids  of  which 
are  herewith  presented..  The  work  on  Meridian  Street  is  not  yet 
under  contract  the  Council  at  the  last  meeting  did  not  state  who 
should  have  the  work.        A.B.Condit,  City  Engineer 
Concured  in. 

The  following  bids  were  presented  for  the  Stone iall 

John  B.Stumph  &  Co  proposed  to  do  the  stone  mason  work  at  $3.75 

per  cubic  yard. 

Eck  &  Fale  proposed  to  furnish  sone,lime  and  sand  and  put  up  the 

wall  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  seven  dollars 

Cyrus  Obetz  proposed  to  build  the  stone  wall  at  $4.25  a  per  cubic 

yard. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.Delzell  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Engineer,  with 

instructions  to  give  it  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

The  Grading  and  graveling  of  the  side  walk  on  Delaware  Street  in 
front  of  Out  Lot  No  23,  was  awarded,  to  Robert  Harbison  at  204, 
per  cubic  yard  for  grading,  and  65^  per  cubic  yara  for  graveling 
with  river  gravel. 

A  Communication  was  presented  from  C  C.W.Morgan  of  Evansville 

Ind  stating  that  he  had  a  statue  of  the  G-oddess  of  Liberty  that 

he  wished  to  sell. 

On  Motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table  and  the  clerk  was  instructed 

to  Inform  Mr. Morgan  that  the  Council  did  not  wish  to  purchase  the 

statue. 

Mr.Dunlap  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the 
followind  Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  to  release  the  Indiana  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany from  the  provisions  of  the  2nd  Section  of  an  Ordinance  en- 
titled "An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  occupation  of  Maryland 
Street  by  the  Indiana  Central  Rail  Way  Company"  passed  July 
14th  1852,  on  the  conditions  therein  named. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  Ordlaned  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, that  the  said  Council  release  the  Indiana  Central 
Rail  way  Company  from  the  obligation  to  procure  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  ground  South  of  Maryland  Street  fronting  thereon,  to 
make  said  Maryland  Street  eighty  feet  in  width  as  provided  in 
the  second  section  of  an  Ordinance  entitled,  "An  Ordinance  in 
relation  to  the  occupation  of  Maryland  Street  by  the  Indiana 
Central  Rail  way  Company"  pased  July  14  1852,  and  from  all 
liability  because  of  the  failure  of  said  Company  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  said  second  section  of  said  Ordinance  on  the 
conditions  following;  to-wit;  That  the  said  Indiana  Central  Rail 
Way  Company  shall  and  do  forthwith  procure  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  ground  North  of  Union  Street  in  said  City,  between  Noble 
street  and  the  Eastern  limits 
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of  said  City  so  as  to  make  the  said  Union  street  sixty  feet  in 
width  between  the  said  points;  and  shall  and  do  forthwith  pro- 
ceed publicly  to  lay  out,  open  and  grade  the  same  what  is 
called  a  surface  grade,  to  the  said  width  of  sixty  feet  be- 
tween the  said  points,  and  to  fix  the  crossings  of  all  Streets 
and  alleys  crossing  said  Union  Street,  between  the  said  points, 
in  a  suitable  and  convenient  manner  so  that  persons,  waggons 
and  vehicles  may  safely  and  conveniently  cross  the  same,  and 
prosecute  the  said  work  without  unnecessary  interruption,  and 
complete  the  same  as  soon  as  the  said  work  can  be  done. 
Sec. 2nd.  This  Ordinance  shall  be  in  full  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended,  read  the  third  time 
and  ordained  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua,G-raydon, 
Jones ,Keeley,Mansur  and  Reid. 
Noes  None. 

Also  the  following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  to  prevent  the  running  of  fire  Engines  and 
other  wheeled  carriages  and  vehicles  connected  with  the  fire  de- 
partment, on  the  sidewalks. 

Sec  1st.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
Indianapolis,  That,  if  any  person  having  the  direction  of  any 
fire  Engine,  or  other  Carriage  or  vehicle  used  in  and  about  the 
extingueshment  of  fires,  shall  permit  such  fire  engine,  car- 
riage, or  other  vehicle  to  be  drawn  on  any  paved  sidewalk,  ex- 
cept while  operating  at  or  near  a  fire,  or  passing  into  or  out 
of  the  Engine  house,  every  person  so  offending  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof  before  the  Mayor,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars, with  costs,  for  every  such  offence. 
See. 2nd.  This  Ordinance  to  take  effect,  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended,  read  the  third  time  and 
Ordained  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs.  Boaz,Beck,Dunlap,G-raydon,  Jones  and  Reid       6 
Noes   M     Delzell, Douglas s,Fuqua,Keeley  and  Mansur      5 
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The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 
To  Stewart  &  Bowers  for  Books  &  Stationary  $12.12 

To  Delzell  and  Tyler  for  Books  54.60 

"  John  Moffitt  for  service  attending  to  City  Clock 

4  months        16.66 
w  A.B.Condit  for  3  months  office  rent  $10.00  print- 
ing necessary  signs  $2.50  and  sta- 
tionary $2.50  15.00 


- 
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To  Solomon  Tines  for  grading  &  graveling  crossings  of 

sidewalk  on  Michigan  St. between  Illinois 
&  Tennesee  Streets  17.40 

1  W.H.Jones  for  2  stone  hamers  $3. 00, laying  &  sharp- 
ening picks  40<tf  3.40 
■   ■    ■   ■   14  cranes  for  Markets  5.60 
H  Allen  Wilson  for  extra  lumber  &  work  on  bridge  over 

Pogues  Run  on  Noble  Street  31.15 

1  Stephen  Smith  for  posting  bills  1.25 

M  Indpls  G-as  Light  &   Coke  Co.  for  lighting, repairing 

Street  lamps  455.14 

*     Wm  A  Karnes  for  additional  work  on  the  addition  to 

the  Western  Liberty  Engine  House  10.50 

$622.82 

On  Motion  of  Mr.G-raydon  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  issue  war- 
rents  to  W.A.Karns  for  the  addition  to  the  Western  Liberty  En- 
gine House.    #130.00. 

Mr.Boaz  moved 

That  a  wagon  track  be  made  through  the  mud  holes  on  New 
York  and  East  Streets. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Graydon  presented  a  petition  from  C.H.Brown,  asking  the  priv- 
alage  of  taking  out  sixty  yards  of  earth  from  or  about  the  cross- 
ing of  New  York  and  East  Streets,  to  fill  a  mud  hole  in  the  al- 
ley running  East  between  New  Jersey  and  East  Streets. 
On  Motion  refered  to  the  City  Engineer. 

Mr.Delzell  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, 

The  undersigned  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis, Coun- 
ty of  Marion  and  State  of  Indiana  and  owners  of  the  number  of 
feet  of  the  property  on  East  Street  in  said  City  annexed  to 
our  respective  names  between  North  and  Washington  Streets  re- 
quest your  Honorable  body  to  cause  said  East  Street  and  side 
walks  between  said  North  and  Washington  Streets  to  be  graded 
and  graveled  according  to  Law  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Names  of  property  Owners 

Henry  Syrup    Lot  48, Block  4,45  ft.  John  Carson  35  ft 

I. Lister                   35  ■   August  Loehr  33-8/10 

Peter  Swinehart             45  ■   Mathew  Hartman  35  ft 

Wendel  Gardner              30  H   Wm  Stewart  168  H 
John  L.Avery                35  " 


- 
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T.R.Fletcher  if  estimate  not  over 
W.W.Wick      Lot  2, Block  40,67§ 


Joe. K.English   H 
Thomas  G.Alford  M 
E.S.Tyler 
Henry  Kulb 
Hugh  Thompson 
I.S.Crofford 
James  G-entle 


48,45 

45 

65 

110 

32| 

135 


Geo.McOuat  agt   for  J.S.McOuat  125 


L.B.Williamson 
Samuel  Wallace 
John  Keeley 
Phebe  Johnson 
Isaac  Thalman  Jr. 
Wm. Patterson 

Thomas  Theadore 


12?i 

50 

81 

67^ 

32 
145 

30 


40^  per  foot  Block  53 

,495  ft 

ft 

.Cornelius  M. 

Williamson 

210  ft 

II 

Peter  B.Whitslt 

40  ■ 

II 

W.M.Kendrick 

33-1/3 

11 

Abram  Springsteen 

50  ■ 

H 

W.J. H.Robinson 

138  ■ 

II 

Thomas  Evans 

33-1/3 

H 

James  Parr 

33-1/3 

II 

Frederick  Dickman 

105  ft 

II 

M.S.Robinson 

33-1/3 

II 

William  Wood 

145  ft 

it 

Thomas  Jordan 

50  ■ 

II 

Wm.C. Means 

33-1/3 

II 

O.H.P.Bly 

50  ft 

II 

George  Hoereth 

45  « 

il 

James  Johnson  per 

Wm. Wallace 

95  H 

H 

Wm. Keeley  per  Geo. 

McOuat 

135  H 

On  Motion  refered  to  the  City  Engineer  to  examin  the  same  and 
with  instructions  if  right  to  Advertise,  and  take  bids  for  grad- 
ing and  graveling  with  pit  or  river  gravel. 

Mr. Jones  presented  the  following  petition. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indiana- 
polis. 

We  the  undersigned  property  holders  on  Washington  Street, 
between  Tennessee  and  West  Streets  would  respectfully  petition 
your  Honorable  Body  to  so  establish  the  grade  on  Washington 
Street  that  the  water  will  run  from  Tennessee  Street  into  the  Ca- 
nal, also  from  West  Street  to  the  Canal,  and  believing  that 
by  fixing  the  grade  at  the  canal  some  twenty  four  or  thirty 
inches  lower  than  the  established  grade  at  Tennessee  Street  it 
will  prevent  the  necesity  of  filling  up  said  Street  at  a  hevy 
expense,  and  also  be  a  great  accomodation  to  the  traveling  com- 
munity for  which  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 


John  M.Gaston 

J.Nicholie 

John  Ott 

Martin  Davenport 

T.A.Morris  for  H.C.R.R.Co. 

John  S.Spann  for  I  &  I.C.R.R.Co, 

Ellis  &  Spann 


C.G.Wesbe 

R.  G-ibbs 

James  N.Russell 

Andrew  Wilson 

W.H.Jones 

I.M.Vanblaricum 

L.D.Werbe 


On  Motion  refered  to  the  City  Engineer 


- 
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Mr.Delzell  presented  a  petition  from  Mr.  David  Springer  pray- 
ing that  a  hole  be  filled  on  Catherine  Street. 

On  Motion  refered  to  the  Street  Commissioner  with  instructions 
to  examin  the  same  and  if  necessary  dig  a  sink  and  drane  the 
hole. 

Mr.Delzell  moved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  Instructed  to  notify  Mr, 
Blak  to  complete  the  gutter  on  Washington  Street  in  front  of 
his  property. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Fuqua  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  notify  the  Com- 
missioners to  make  an  appraisement  of  the  property  in  Block 
Nos.142,143  &  144  for  an  Alley  15  ft.  wide  running  West  through 
said  property,  also  to  notify  the  property  holders  according 
to  Section  fifty  eight  of  the  Charter. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 
Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass ,Fuqua, Gray don, 

Jones, Keeiey ,Mansur  and  Reid. 
Noes,  None 

Mr. Boaz  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  make 
the  side  walks  at  the  crossings  of  Meridian  and  South  Streets 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass  ,Fuqua,G-raydon, 
Jones, Keeley,Mansur  and  Reid. 
Noes  None 

Mr.  Reid  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  cut.  a 
ditch  on  the  West  side  of  New  Jersey  Street  North  of  Virginia 
Avenue  sufficient  to  drane  a  pond  on  the  same. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Aayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua,G-raydon, Jones, 
Keeley,Mansur  and  Reid. 
Noes  None. 
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Mr. Jones  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  open 
the  gutter  on  the  East  side  of  Tennessee  Street  from  the  Rail 
Road  to  South  Street. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 
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Ayes  Messrs,  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap,Dot£glass,Fuqua,Graydon, 
Jones, Keeley  ana  Reid. 
Noes  None 

Mr.G-raydon  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Street  Commiss- 
ioner to  take  charge  of  the  public  street  lamps,  light,  extin- 
guish, and  keep  the  same  in  good  order  and  repair,  and  report 
the  expense  for  allowance  to  the  Council  at  the  first  meeting 
in  every  month. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes,  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delze  11, Dunlpp, Douglas s,Fuqua,  Gray don 
Jone s, Keeley, Man sur  ana  Reid. 
Noes,  None 

A 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  be  directed 
to  report  at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  the  number  of  fires, 
cause  of  fire  (if  it  can  be  ascertained),  the  number  of  false 
alarms,  also  the  number  of  buildings,  and  the  amount  of  person- 
al property  destroyed,  including  the  amount  of  insurance  on 
buildings  and  personal  property. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 
Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua,G-raydon, 

Jones, Keeley, Mansur  and  Reid 
Noes  None. 

Mr. Douglass  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertise 
for  bids  for  the  erection  of  a  Bridge  across  the  canal  on  New 
York  Street.  The  Bridge  to  be  a  double  track  one,  and  placed  at 
the  same  hight  as  the  one  above  on  Vermont  Street. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fu qua, Gray don, 
Jones, Keeley, Mansur  &  Reid 
Noes  None. 
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Mr.Dunlap  moved 

That  a  Committee  of  two  be  appointed  with  the 
City  Engineer  to  confer  with  the  County  Commissioners  at  their 
next  session  and  adopt  'some  plan  to  establish  the  boundary  of 
the  City.  Prevailed. 
Messrs  Fuqua  and  Mansur  Committee. 


- 


.     - 
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Mr. Reed  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  Set  the 
grade  stakes  for  Union  Street  and  Superintend  the  grading  of 
the  same. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, 
Jones,Keeley,Mansur  and  Reed 
Noes  None 

Mr.Graydon  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  under  the  direction 
of  the  Civil  Engineer  is  hereby  directed  to  construct  a  stone 
crossing  according  to  plans  and  Specifications  heretofore  pre- 
sented to  the  Council,  across  Washington  Street,  on  the  We6t 
side  of  Meridian  Street,  said  Commissioner  to  keep  an  accurate 
account  of  the  entire  cost  and  report  the  same  when  finished  to 
the  Common  Council. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, 
Jones, Keeley,Mansur  and  Reid. 
Noes  None 

Mr.Keeley  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  advertise 
for  building  a  cistern  at  the  crossing  of  New  York  and  Noble 
Streets  and  also  one  at  the  crossing  of  the  Madison  Road  and 
McCarty  Street.  After  considerable  debate  Mr.Graydon  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Graydon  presented  the  following  resignation 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis, 

Please  accept  this  as  by  resignation  as  watchman  in  the 
fifth  ward  and  oblige 

August  20th  1855  B.F.Lobaugh 

Accepted 
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Mr. Jones  presented  the  following 

I  hereby  certify  tha$  B.F.Lobaugh  served  twelve  days  as 
watchman  in  this  month.   $18.00 

Agust  20th  1855  I .M. Vanblaricum 

Allowed  and  the  Clerk  instructed  to  issue  a  warrent  for  the  same, 

Mr.Dunlap  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  allowed  to  purchase  a 
level  for  the  use  of  the  City,  price  not  to  exceed  $140. 


: 


' 
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Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, 

Jones, Keeley,Mansur  and  Reld. 

Noes  None 

Mr. Reld  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  property  holders  on  the  West  side  of 
New  Jersey  Street  between  South  and  Merrill  Streets  be  allowed 
what  dirt  they  may  want  for  alleys  and  Streets  to  be  taken 
from  New  Jersey  Street  under  the  inspection  of  the  Civil  En- 
gineer. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Do uglass,Gray don, Kee ley ,Mansur  and  Reid. 
Noes  Messrs  Delzell,Dunlap, Fuqua  and  Jones. 

Mr.G-raydon  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  is  hereby  directed 
to  clean  and  repair  the  grade  of  the  alley  immediately  north 
of  Washington  Street  and  running  from  Meridian  to  Pennsylvania 
Street. 

Not  Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

fiyes  Messrs  Boaz, Douglass, G-ray don, Jones  and  Reid 

Noes   B     Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Fuqua, Keeley  and  Mansur 

On  Motion  the  Council  went  into  the  election  of  Watchman  for  the 

5th  Ward  in  plase  of  B.F.Lobaugh  resigned. 

Samuel  Le fever  and  James  W.Buckhart  were  anominated 

Lefever  received  six  votes  and  Buckhart  five 

Le fever  having  received  a  majority  was  declared  duley  elected. 
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MT.Keely  moved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
notify  Mr. Huntington  to  fill  up  the  gravel  pit  6n  Ohio  Street. 
Prevailed. 

Mr. Mansur  moved 

That  the  Clerk  issue  warrents  on  the  certificate 
of  the  Engineer  to  Mr.Schofleld  for  the  cistern  on  the  corner 
of  Vermont  and  Tennessee  Streets, 
Prevailed  (two  thirds  $193.20) 

Mr. Gray don  Moved 

That  the  Clerk  issue  warrents  on  the  certificate 
of  the  Engineer  to  Mr.Obetz  for  the  cistern  on  the  corner  of 
Meridian  and  ffeorgia  Streets. 
Prevailed.  (two  thirds  $210.35) 
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Mr. Jones  stated  that  the  Wood  Measurer  had  selected  Circle 
Street  as  the  wood  stand,  and  moged  that  the  Council  confirm 
the  same. 
Prevailed 

Mr.  ffcqua  moved 

That  a  Committee  of  two  with  the  City  Engineer 
be  appointed  to  let  out  the  grading  and  graveling  of  Meridian 
Street. 
Prevailed 
Committee  Messrs  Fuqua  and  Delzell 

On  motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

Attest  James  McCready  Mayor. 

Alfred  Stephens  City  Clerk 
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Called  Meeting 

Council  Chamber 
August  29th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  8  O'clock  P.M.,  the  Mayor  and  all  mem- 
bers present,  except  Messrs  Boaz  and  Goode. 

The  Mayor  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  adopt  some 
means  to  have  the  water  let  into  the  Central  Canal. 

Mr. Jones  presented  the  following  Report. 

The  Board  of  Health  would  respectfully  submit: that  during 
the  past  summer  the  health  has  been  unusually  good  till  within 
the  few  past  weeks.  There  is  at  present  considerable  Ague  and 
Remittent  Fever  prevailing.  The  condition  of  the  Central  Canal 
the  Board  consider  highly  deletireous  to  the  health  of  our  Cit- 
iaens,  and  would  suggest  that  unless  the  water  be  turned  in  a- 
fcaln  till  the  season  for  the  prevailing  disease  be  over,  the 
sickness  must  greatly  increase  and  assume  a  much  more  fatal  char- 
acter. J.S.Bobbs  M.D.   ) 

T.Bullard  II.  D.   (  Committee 
Concured  in  P.H.Jameson  M.D.) 

Mr. Jones  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  City  Marshal  be  directed  to  proceed 
immediately  in  person  to  let  the  water  into  the  Canal  let  the 
consequences  to  the  cleening  be  what  they  may,  and  that  we  will 
sustain  the  Marshal  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Mr.Dunlap  moved  to  amend  by  incerting, "That  if  the  water  is 
not  let  into  the  Canal  by  Saturday  noon,  the  City  Marshal  &c. 
Prevailed 


. 
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Mr.Reld  mbved  to  amend  by  stricking  all  out  from  the  word. in. 
Prevailed 

Mr. Jones  moved  to  lay  the  Resolution  on  the  table. 
Did  not  Prevail. 
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And  the  following  Resolution  was  adopted. 
Resolved, 

That  if  the  water  is  not  let  in  the  Canal  by  Sat- 
urday noon  the  City  Marshal  be  directed  to  proceed  immediate- 
ly in  person  to  let  the  water  in. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua,G-raydon, Home, 
Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Noes  Mr. Jones. 

Mr.Fuqua  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  there  be  a  Committee  of  three  appointed  to 
present  An  Ordinance  providing  for  the  filling  of  the  Canal  in 
Missouri  Street  to  take  effect  at  the  proper  time  of  the  year. 

Mr.Reid  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Prevailed 

Mr.Delzell  moved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  adver- 
tize for  bids  for  grading  and  graveling  Market  Street  and  side 
walk  between  New  Jersey  and  East  Streets. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Delzell  moved 

That  the  22rd  Section  of  the  Ordinance  relative 
to  nuisances  and  other  offences  against  the  Police  of  the  City, 
be  put  in  force. 

Prevailed. 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned 

Attest 

Alfred  Stephens,    City  Clerk. 


. 


• 
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596 


Council  Chamber 
September  3rd  1855t 


The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M. 
members  present  except  Mr.Goode. 


The  Mayor  and  all 


The  Treasurers  monthly  report  was  presented,  and  on  Motion  re- 
fere  d  to  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  for  examination. 

The  Street  Commissioners  report  was  presented,  concured  in  and 


the  following  Accounts  allowed 

To  Peter  Mo r arty   for  work 

w  James  Dugan ( Duncan )   H 

M  James  O'Connell      n 

H  Michel  O'Connell     ■ 

"  Thomas  0 'Conner      ■ 

M  John  Ferriter       ■ 

B  James  (Harris)Heyse  ■ 

9  Fred  (Wishmire)Brinkmire 

H  Charles  Nutmire      M 

■  Mulrson  &  Hight  Stone 

■  Hugh  Slaven     for  wdrk 


day  at 

days 

3/4 


$1.25 


10 


12 


Pady  Morarty 
James  G-rlffen 
Frank  Morris 
Christ  Wysong 
A.G-raydon  &  S6n 


days  with  team 
at  $2.50 
days  a$  Si.  25 


■         12 

«         12 

n         10   B       " 
diging  sinks  at  40^  a  foot 
travel  $13  paid  Frank  Morris 
Mails, Picks, Twine  &c 


$1.25 
5.00 

12.20 

10.31 
4.37 
6.25 

12.50 
8.75 

12.50 
5.00 

30.00 
15.00 
15.00 
12.50 
8.80 
20.00 
37.86 
$217.29 


The  alley  running  from  Indiana  Avenue  to  Illinois  Street  in 
Square  No  34  is  a  nuisance,  the  owners  of  the  property  are 
J.A.McKernan,John  Doughty, James  Tomlinson, Charles  Ray,L.R. 
Brownell,J.P.Pope.  -  Smith  has  a  hog  pen.  The  gutter  on  Illi- 
nois Street  from  Washington  to  Market  Street  on  the  East  side 
is  a  nuisance  and  requires  some  attention. 

I.B.Fitler, 
Street  Commissioner. 

The  City  Engineers  report  presented  and  Concured  in 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis, 

The  Committee  and  myself  to  whom  was  refered  the  bids  for 
grading  and  graveling  Meridian  Street,  have  awarded  the  con- 
tract to  Robert  Johnson.  The  contract  for  building  the  Stone 
Wall  on  Pogues  Run  between  Virginia  Avenue  and  Alabama  Street 
is  awarded  to  I.B.Stumph  &  Co.  I  have  advertised  for  bids  for 
building  a  Bridge  across  the  canal  on  New  York  Street  also 
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for  grading  and  graveling  East  Street  from  Washington  to  North 
Street  and  have  received  the  bids  which  are  herewith  present- 
ed. 

A.B.Condit,City  Engineer 

Bids  for  grading  and  graveling  East  Street  are  as  follows 

John  Blsbing  for  grading  14^  per  cubic  yard,  graveling  30^plt  60^Rive 

Robert  Harbison  ■   ■    20  M  H  H    ■ 

Jeremiah  Shea   "    "    17  H  ■  m    h 

Lowman  &  Ferriter   «    25   H  n  "    ■ 

James  P. Ralston     "    17  ■  ■  ■    ■ 

Ephram  C . Croas      w    15  d  H  ■    ■ 

and  fill  the  gravel  pit  at  140  ■  " 

On  Motion  awarded  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 
Bid  for  building  the  bridge  across  the  Canal  on  New  York  Street 
by  King  &  Kennedy  was  $370.00  and  on  Motion  of  Mr. Jones  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Sextons  report  for  August  was  presented,  and  concured  in 
The  whole  number  of  interments        59 
From  the  Country  12 

«    '•   City  47 


35 

ii 

25 

N 

45 

n 

65<z! 

n 

36 

n 

75 

'i 

25 

n 

68 

H 

Interments  of  persons  under  1  year 

24 

B         M   B       from  1  to 

10 

years  16 

*         »   »       »    10  to 

20 

B      3 

»         ■   H       over  20 

■     16 

Dee eases. 

From  Summer  complaint       12 

1    Congestive  chills       8 

*          Consumption            6 

n    Infllmation  of  the 

bowels       4 

"     ■         brain      3 

B    Dropsy                2 

1    Cancer               1 

John  Mof 

The  Sexton  also  presented  a  communication,  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  burying  grounds  were  in  a  bad  condition. 

Mr. Jones  moved  that  the  communication  be  received  &  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  with  the  City  Engineer  be  appointed  to  examin 
and  regulate  the  burying  grounds. 
Prevailed 
Messrs  Jones, Keely  and  Mansur  Committee. 
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Mr. Jones  presented  the  following  report  of  the  Captain  of  the 
Watch. 

Number  of  days   served  by  the  Watch 


W.J.H.Robison                       served  28 

days 

$42.00 

Samuel  Lafever                     ■              24 

N 

36.00 

Haldin  Davis                         "              27 

n 

40.50 

T.Atkinson                             ■              15 

ii 

22.50 

D. Derringer                           "              28 

n 

42.00 

I.I.Colley                             ■              18 

H 

27.00 

A.Taft                                      ■              27 

ii 

40.50 

A.S.Dale                                  n              16 

N 

24.00 

Amos   Scott                             ■              12 

n 

18.00 

David  Hay                                 w               27 

H 

40.50 

William  McClain                  B               27 

II 

40.50 

R.Pratt                                    H              27 

n 

40.50 

H.Adams                                     n               26 

(i 

39.00 

George  Owings                       H              28 

ii 

42.00 

I.M.Vanblaricum                  B              24 

ii 

42.00  $537.00 

Number  of  Arrests. 

For  Intoxication                               21 

H        Gaming                                              4 

1        Disturbing  the  peace                4 

* 

1       Larceny                                           1 

30 

Concured  in. 


I.M.Vanblaricum  Capt  of  the 
Watch 


On  Motion  of  Mr. Jones  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to  issue  war- 
rents  for  said  servis 

Mr.Dunlap  presented  the  following  report 

Indianapolis  September  3rd  1855 
To  the  Common  Council, 

The  undersigned  Committee  of  the  City  Hospital  beg  leave 
to  make  the  following  report.  That  they  have  put  under  contract 
the  South  wing  of  the  building  so  far  as  to  secure  its  inclo- 
sure  this  Autum,  to  compotent  and  responsible  persons,  and  at 
the  lowest  rates.  The  excavations  is  now  nearly  completed  which 
was  taken  at  17  cents  per  cubic  yard.  Murrson  &  Hiatt  furnish 
the  stone,  and  finish  the  work  complete  for  the  sum  of  $2,200, 
in  cash  Oliver  W.Johnson  has  taken  the  contract  for  furnish- 
ing the  Brick  and  material,  and  putting  it  up  in  the  wall  for 
$7  per  thousand.  Enos  ft  Kirtz  furnish  the  lumber  and  do  the 
carpenter  work  for  the 
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sum  of  $1,180   in  cash,   which  is   respectfully   submitted. 

L. Dun lap  ) 

James  Sulgrove (Building  Committee 
Daniel  Keely   ) 
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Mr.Dunlap  offered  the  following, 
Resolved, 

That  the  contracts  and  agreements  made  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Hospital  building  be  and  is  hereby  confirmed 
by  the  Council. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua,G-raydon, 

Horn, Jones, Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Noes  None. 

Mr.G-raydon  presented  the  following, 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis; 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  represent  to  your 
Honorable  body  that  on  or  about  the  25th  day  of  August  1855 
the  undersigned  had  taken  measures  to  detect  certain  individ- 
uals, to-wit:  ffames  Gibson  and  Edward  Holland,  who  were  sus- 
pected of  dealing  in  counterfeit  or  bogus  money  in  said  City, 
and  if  possible  ascertain  if  such  suspicion:  was  well  grounded, 
and  that  on  or  about  said  25th  day  of  August,  aforesaid  Robert 
L.Jamison,  then  and  there  being  deputy  Marshall  of  said  City  of 
Indianapolis,  and  now  being  such  deputy  Marshall  did  go  to  said 
Holland  &  Gibson  and  state  to  them  that  he  was  their  particu- 
lar freind,  and  if  they  had  any  bogus  or  conterfeit  money  to 
put  it  out  of  the  way  because  the  undersigned  were  going  to 
search  said  Hollands  house.  The  undersigned  conceives  such  con- 
duct in  a  sworn  officer  of  the  City  highly  improper,  and  calcu- 
lated to  render  useless  all  efforts  to  detect  and  bring  of- 
fenders to  Justice;  he  therefore  charges  that  the  said  Robert 
L.Jamison,  in  the  matter  aforesaid  has  been  and  is  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  hie  duty,  and  of  Improper  and  unoff icerlike  con- 
duct, ana  asks  that  this  charge  be  Investigated.  All  which 
they  verily  believe.  A.Hitchcook 

J.J.Colley 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  3rd  day  of  September  1855, 

Witness  my  hand  and  national  seal. 
(Seal)  N.B.Taylor 

Mr.Graydon  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  the  charge  against  Robert  L.Jamison. 
Prevailed 
Messrs  Gray don, Beck  &  Delzell. 
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Mr. Delzell  moved 

That  Mr. Robert  Johnson  be  authorized  to  make  a  gravel 
walk  in  front  of  the  School  House  Lot  on  Vermont  Street. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Graydon  presented  the  following  Petition 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 

Indianapolie 
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The  undersigned  persons  owners  of  the  lots  In  Blocks 
17  &  24  which  front  on  Vermont  Street  between  Pennsylvania  & 
Delaware  Streets,  respectfully  represent,  that  they  wish  to 
grade  said  Vermont  Street  between  said  Pennsylvania  and  Del- 
aware Streets,  and  ask  that  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to 
place  grade  stakes  on  said  Streets,  in  accordance  with  the 
City  Grades,  for  that  purpose. 

James  C.Yohu  195  feet 

Judith  Brown  195   H 

Ann  Wiseman  195  H 

David  McDonald  163  ■ 

The  Motion  granted  and  refered  to  tne  City  Engineer. 

SEr.  Gray  don  presented  the  following  communication 
To  the  members  of  the  City  Council 

Gentlemen,  I  would  like  to  know  if  the  unoccupied  rear 
portion  of  the  lot,  on  which  the  Marion  Engine  House  is  being 
built  can  be  bought  and  if  so  the  price  asked. 

Respectfully 

J. M. Kitchen 

Mr. Gray don  moved, 

That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  examin 
the  lot  and  set  the  price. 
Prevailed 
Messrs  Gray  don  and  Home  committee. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  refered  to  the  com- 
mltee  on  Accounts. 

To  J.Davis  &  Co  for  cistern, tubes, lids, rings  &  stelpes  $507.40 
H  L.Comegys  for  putting  safe  in  Odd  Fellows  Hall  70.00 
1  C.G. Berry  H  Printing  43.75 

Mr.Sulgrove  moved 

Ehat  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  issue  a  war- 
rent  to  C.G. Berry  for  his  account  if  the  Committee  find  it  cor- 
rect. 
Prevailed. 
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The  following  accounts  presented  and  allowed. 

To  Lewis  Bishop  for  removing  13  Hd>gs,Cats  &  dogs  at 

25<^  a  head  #3.25 

H  H.Vandegrlft  for  freight  &  expenses  paid  on  safe    88.00 
■  Jeremiah  Shea  "   grading  &  graveling  crossings  in 

the  Alley  in  lot  63  29.36 

"  J.B.Fitler  for  grading  the  crossings  of  alley  & 

back  of  School  Lot  in  Sqr.17        10.72 


- 


.     . 
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Mr. Jones  presented  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  City  Council  confirm  the  appointment  of 
Robert  Barbee  as  watchman  at  the  Athenium  appointed  by  J.M. 
Commons  Las see  of  the  Columbian  Hall. 
Adopted  by  the  following  votes: 

Ayes.  Messrs  Boaz,  Delzell,  Douglass,  Fuqua,  G-raydon, Horn, Jones, 
Keeley ,Mansur  and  Reid. 
Noes  Messrs  Beck,Dunlap  and  Sulgrove. 

Mr.Graydon  presented  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  requested  to  report  as 
soon  as  practibie  an  ordinance  regulating  the  weighing,  sell- 
ing and  inspection  of  coal. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote: 
Ayes.  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Del zell,Dunlap, Douglas s ,  Fuqua ,  Gray don, 

Horn,J0nes,Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes.  None. 

Mr. Delzell  presented  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  notify  the  Commission- 
er to  proceed  to  open  Alabama  Street  through  Block  No  174  and 
assess  the  damages  to  the  property  holders  on  said  block. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 
Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, G-raydon, 

Horn,J0nes,Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Noes,  None. 

Mr. Jones  presented  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Marshall  be  directed  to  remove  the  nui- 

eense  in  the  alley  West  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  on  the  South 

side  of  Maryland  Street  between  the  canal  and  West  Street,  also 

the  Slaughter  house  on  Kentucky  Avenue. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, G-raydon, 

Horn, J0nes,Keely,  Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 

Noes  None. 
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Mr. Jones  presented  the  following  resignation. 

Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 

This  is  toecertify  that  I  resign  my  office  as  watchman 

in  the  first  ward.         Franci6  H.Wright 

August  18th  1855 

On  Motion  of  Mr. Jones   the  Council  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
watchman   for  the   first  ward,   And  William  M.Skelton  was   duly 
elected. 


' 


Page  612  6°2 

Mr.Sulgrove  moved 

That  tiie  Treasurer  be  Instructed  to  pay 
A. Turners  warrant  for  Collected  tax,  out  of  the  School  Fund. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.G-raydon  Moved  that  the  Clerk  issue  Warrents  to  the  Marion 
Fire  Company  for  the  $500  appropriated  to  them  heretofore. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Dunlap  moved  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  set  the 
grade  stakes  for  the  gutter  on  the  East  side  of  Meridian  be- 
tween Washington  and  Louisiana  Streets. 
Prevailed 

Mr. Horn  moved  That  Mr. Norwood  be  allowed  to  take  as  much  of  the 
gravel  at  the  Bank  Cistern,  as  may  be  heeded  to  fill  the  gut- 
ter in  front  of  his  property. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Mansur  Moved. That  the  alley  in  Square  34  be  attended  to  by 

the  Marshall. 

Prevailed. 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

James  McC ready  Mayor 
Attest 
Alfred  Stephens  City  Clerk 


. 
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Council  Chamber 

Inalanapolis  September  17th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  2  O'clock  P.M.  The  Mayor  and  all  mem- 
bers present. 


Street  Commissioners 
To  Michael  0  'Conn el 
John  Ferriter 
James  O'Connel 
Philip  Socks 
Henry  Stumph 
Jacob  Stiner 
Thomas  Keenan 
Pat  Griffin 
Pat  Daly 
Christ  Colman 
John  Conely 
Pady  Mararty 
James  Griffin 
Anthony  Lowman 
Prank  Morris 
Hugh  Slaven 
Charles  Nut mi re 
Irvln  Read 


report  presented  and  allowed. 
6i  days  work  at  $1.25 

Hi  8      M 


$8.12 
14.37 
10.31 

10.93 

7.18 

2.50 

6.25 

8.75 

8.75 

6.25 

15.00 

15.00 

15.00 

15.00 

15.00 

30.00 

■  15.00 

work  4.12 

$207.53 

, B.Fitler  Street  Commissioner 


with  team 
n   n 

II     N 


City  Engineers  report  presented, 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis.  The  cistern  at  the 
corner  of  Illinois  Street  and  Kentucky  Avenue  is  finished  by 
the  contractor  Mr.Obetz  and  contains  705  barrels,  also  the  Sex- 
tons House  in  the  grave  yard  is  finished  by  the  contractor  Mr 
Wonnell.  I  have  advertised  for  proposals  to  grade  and  gravel 
Market  Street  between  New  Jersey  and  East  Streets,  and  have 
received  the  bids  which  are  herewith  presented.  I  have  with- 
held the  letting  of  East  Street  on  account  of  the  signatures 
of  one  of  the  petitioners  being  conditional,  which  will  make 
the  amount  on  the  petition  less  than  two  thirds  the  number  of 
feet.  A.B.Condit  City  Engineer. 

The  bid  for  grading  and  graveling  Market  Street  between  New 
Jersey  and  East  Street  was  awarded  to  Jeremiah  Shea  at  17^  per 
cubic  yard  for  grading  and  58^  per  cubic  yard  for  graveling. 

Mr.Delzell  Moved  that  the  bid  for  grading  and  graveling  East 
Street  from  Washington  to  Ncrth  Street  be  awarded  to  Anthony 
Lowman. 
Prevailed. 
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The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  refered  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts.  To  Cyrus  Obetz  for  labor  and  to  Milton 
Brown  for  an  over  charge  in  taxes.  The  account  of  I.Davis  & 
Co.  for  cistern  lids  &  centre  curbs  refered  lack  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  following  accounts  were  presented  and  allowed 

To  Levi  Comegys  for  puting  the  safe  in  Odd  Fellows  Hall  $70.00 

"  Cameron  &  McNeely  for  printing  sheet  bills  &  posting 

same      2.00 
B  W.W.Wright  &  Co.  for  advertizing  notice  to  builders 

per  I.Hodgson  1.00 

n  Weaver  &  Williams  for  1  table  &  3  ehairs  for  Sextons 

House     5.50 
n  Martin  Duffy  for  excavation  in  basement  of  South  wing 

of  City  Hospital,  &  excavating  trench    96.44| 
B  Wm. S.Hubbard  for  rent  of  Relief  Engine  House  6  monthslOO.OO 
■  Robert  Johnson  for  grading  the  crossings  on  Ver- 
mont Street        51.00 
H   ■     ■       »   h   Vermont  St. in  front  of  the 

first  ward  School  house  52.98 

w   H     ■       B  graveling  side  walk  for  same         43.20 

$422.12^ 

On  Motion  of  Mr.Delzell  the  Treasurer  was  instructed  to  pay  the 
warents  of  Robert  Johnson  for  grading  the  street  and  graveling 
the  side  walk  in  front  of  the  1st  ward  School  House  on  Vermont 
street  out  of  the  School  Fund. 

Mr.Graydon  presented  the  following  report 

The  undersigned  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  charges 
made  by  A.Hitchcock  and  I.J.Colley  against  Robert  L.Jamison 
Deputy  Marshall,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined 
the  matter,  and  herd  the  witnesses.  And  your  Committee  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  find  no  evidence  worthy  of  consid- 
eration and  therefore  aquit  Mr. R. L.Jameson  of  the  charge. 

Alex  Graydon  Jr) 
Concured  in  Samuel  Delzell  (Committee 

Samuel  Beck    ) 

Mr.Mansur  from  the  Commitee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  County 
Commissioners  in  relation  to  defining  and  settling  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  City,  reported  that  they  had  conferred  with  the 
Commissioners,  who  decided  that  they  had  no  power  in  the  matter. 
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Mr. Jones  presented  a  petition  from  Citizens  and  occupants  of 
Commercial  Row, (being  the  south  sice  of  Washington  Street  be- 
tween Illinois  and  Tennessee  Streets)  declaring  that  the  stag- 
nent  water  in  the  unfinished  gutter  in  front  of  Mr.Blakes 
building  a  Nuisance. 
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Mr. Jones  Moved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
finish  tne  gutter  at  the  expense  of  Mr. Blake. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Delzell  presented  the  following  communication 

Relief  Hall,  Regular  meeting  of  the  Fire  Association 
The  following  resolutions  were  unanamously  adopted. 
Resolved, 

That  The  City  Council  be  requested  to  repeal  that  part 
of  the  Ordinance  preventing  fire  companys  from  running  on  side 
walks,  levelng  it  optionary  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
different  Companys,  when  the  streets  are  not  in  condition  to 
run  through; 
By  Paul  Shearman  of  Relief. 

Resolved, 

That  the  Council  be  requested  to  appropriate  four  hun- 
dred dollars  (instead  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars)  as  the 
companys  are  obliged  to  have  tneir  orders  discounted. 
By  No  West  of  Invincibles. 

Resolved  That  we  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following  Dill 
for  repairs  on  Victory  Engine.  Account  being  $44.00 

E.Haugh  President  of  Association 

McCluer  Secretary  M    H 

On  Motion  the  account  and  communication  was  refered  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts. 

Mr.Boaz  presented  a  petition  from  the  occupants  of  property 
on  the  south  side  of  Washington  Street  between  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware  Streets,  representing  that  the  stagnent  water  in 
the  gutter  along  said  Street  was  a  nuisance  and  praying  its 
removal. 

Mr. Beck  Moved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
notify  the  property  holders,  that  said  water  was  considered  a 
nuisance. 
Prevailed. 


Page  616 

Mr. Horn  presented  the  following  petitions. 

We  the  undersigned  petition  your  Honors,  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  for  the  privilege  of  a  plank 
awning  in  front  of  our  store  on  the  corner  of  Illinois  Street 
and  Indiana  Avenue,  said  awning  not  covering  the  side  walk 


• 


. 
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more  than  six  feet  of  one  corner  as  draft. 
Not  granted  Waldo  &  Carey 

The  following  report  was  presented. 

The  Mayor  &  Clerk  to  whom  the  City  Treasurers  monthly 
report  was  refered,  have  examined  the  same,  anc.  find  it  correct, 

James  McCready  Mayor 

Alfred  Stephens  Clerk 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill  up 
between  the  wall  and  the  Dank  now  being  built  on  Virginia  Ave- 
nue. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.Reid  it  was  refered  to  the  City  Engineer. 

Mr.Mansur  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill  up  a 
mud  hole  at  the  crossing  of  Ohio  ana  Tennessee  Streets  ana  al- 
so at  the  crossing  of  New  York  Street  ana  Inaiana  Avenue. 
Aaopted  by  tne  following  vote, 

Ayes,  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua,G-rayaon, 
Goode,Horn,Jones,Keely,Kansur,Reld  and  Sulgrove 
Noes  None 

Mr.Delzell  offerea  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  City  Surveyor  be  directed  to  advertize  for 
buiiaing  a  cistern  at  the  crossing  of  Market  and  New  Jersey 
Streets.  Not  Adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Ayes,  Messrs  Delzell, Douglass  ana  Keely 

Noes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Dunlap,Fuqua,G-raydon,G-ooae, Horn, Jones, 
Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 

Mr. Suigrove  offerea  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Marshall  be  directed  to  notny  Mr. 

Wrlgnt  tne  owner  or  Lot  No  9  in  Square  No  65  to  have  the  same 

filled  up  in  ten  days,  so  tnat  the  water  will  run  off,  ana  if 

he  fanes  to  ao  it,  to  nave  it  done  ana  cnargeu  to  the  lot. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes,  Messrs  Boaz, Be ck, Delzell, Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua,'i ray aon, 

Gooae, Horn, Jones, Keely, Mansur,Reid  ana  Sulgrove. 

Noes  None. 
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Mr. Douglas  offerea  the  following 
Resoived 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  directed  to  set  grade  stakes 
in  the  alley  leading  from  the  Western  Liberty  Engine  House  to 
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Wasnington  Street,  so  as  to  enaDie  tne  Street  Commissioner 

to  lay  tne  plank. 

Adopted  by  tne  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Duniap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, 

Gooae,Horn,J0nes,Keely,Mansur,Keid  and  Sulgrove. 

Noes,  None. 

Mr.Keeiey  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  tne  Street  Commissioner  be  autnorized  by  tne  Com- 
mon Council  to  notiry  John  Hynes  to  nave  nis  guuuer  cleaned  on 
the  west  sloe  01  Alabama  Street  on  tne  East  siae  of  his  prop- 
erty. 

Adopted  by  tne  following  vote.  Ayes  Messrs  boaz,Bec£,Deizeli, 
Duniap ,  Douglas  s ,  Fuqua ,  Gray con ,  Gooae ,  Hox-n ,  d  one  s ,  jieeiy ,  Mansur , 
Held  &   Sulgrove. woes  None. 

Mr. Sulgrove  offered  tne  following 
Resolved 

fhat  from  and  after  tne  first  Monday  In  October  tne  Coun- 
cil meet  at  7  O'Ciock  P.M. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Duniap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, Goo de, Horn, Jones, Keely, 
Mansur, Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck  and  Delzell. 

Mr.Keely  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Marshall  be  authorized  by  the  Common  Council 
to  notify  Mr. Strang  to  open  the  alley  on  the  North  of  his  prop- 
erty on  Noble  Street. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Douglass, Fuqua, Graydon, Goode, 
Horn, Jones, Keely, Mansur, Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes.  Mr. Duniap. 

Mr. Mansur  offered  the  following 
Resolved. 

That  the  City  Engineer  set  the  grade  stakes  for  Mr. 
Norwood  to  lay  his  gutter  by  on  Illinois  Street. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell, Duniap, Douglass, Fuqua, Graydon, 
Goode, Horn, Hones, Keeley, Mansur, Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes  None. 
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Mr.  Graydon  moved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to 
make  a  wagon  track  at  a  mud  hole  on  the  corner  of  Alabama  and 
St. Joseph  Streets  in  the  North  part  of  the  City. 
Prevailed. 
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Mr. Douglass  offered  the  following. 
Resolved 

That  the  St. Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill  up  a  mud 
hole  at  the  crossing  of  Market  and  Mississippi  Streets. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Be ck,Delzell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua,£ray don, 
G-oode,Horn,Keely,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes  None. 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  have  the 
pump  at  East  Market  House  repaired. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua,Graydon,Goode, 
Horn, Jones, Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Noes  None. 

Mr.Eeck  mowed 

That  the  City  Attorney  be  directed  to  collect  the 
charges  due  on  property  for  grading,  graveling, guttering, bo 1- 
dering  and  curbing  where  the  owner  of  property  refuses  to  pay 
Prevailed. 

Mr. Jones  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  Marshall  be  directed  to  notify  the  Evans- 
ville, Indianapolis  and  Cleveland  Straight  Line  R.R.Co.  to  re- 
pair Meridian  Street  on  the  hill  where  they  got  the  gravel  to 
fill  their  lot. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglas s,Fuqua, Gray don, 
Goode,H0rne, J0nes,Keely,Mansur,Reid  &  Sulgrove 
Noes  None. 
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Mr.Reid  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  put  a 
foot  bridge  on  the  East  side  of  New  Jersey  Street  at  the  cross- 
ing of  Virginia  Avenue. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Del zell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, 
Horn,Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes  None. 


• 
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Mr.  Grsydon  presented  the  following  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  to  prohibit  the  feed.lng  of  horses,  with- 
in certain  bounds,  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis. 
Section  1".  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis.  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to 
feed  or  cause  to  be  fed,  8ny  horse  or  horses,  or  oxen  on  Me- 
ridian Street  between  Maryland  and  Ohio  Streets,  including 
Circle  Street  or  on  Illinois  Street  between  Maryland  and  Mar- 
ket Streets,  or  on  Pennsylvania  Street  between  Maryland  and 
Market  Streets,  or  any  person  offending  against  the  provi- 
sions of  this  ordinance  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the 
Mayor,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars. 
Section  2,  This  Ordinance  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  publication. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended.  Read  the  third  time  and 

Ordained  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Dunlap, Douglass, Graydon, Jones, Keely,Reid,  &  Sul- 

grove  7. 

Noes  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,Delzell,Fuqua  and  Mansur  5 

Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following  Amendment  to  the  Hog  Or- 
dinance . 

Be  it  Ordained  by  the  Common  Council.  That  the  Ordinance 
entitled  an  Ordinance  for  preventing  Hogs  and  Swine  from  run- 
ning at  large  within  the  City  limits  passed  October  14th  1850, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended  from  this  date  September 
17th,  until  November  1st  1855. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended  read  the  third  time,  and 
Ordained  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz;Delzell, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Jones, Keely, 
Mansur  and  Reid  9 

Noes  Messrs  Beck, G-raydon  and  Sulgrove  3 
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Mr.  Fuqua  presented  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  assess  benefits  or  damages  to 
property  holders,  of  Out  Lots  Nos  142,143  &  144,  through  which 
a  15  feet  alley  is  to  be  opened. 
On  Motion  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Graydon  presented  the  following  Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  amending  an  Ordinance,  entitled  "An  Ordinance 
to  regulate  the  sale  of  firewood  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis" 
etc.  passed  July  16th  1855. 
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Sec.  1st.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  That  Section  2.  of  an  Ordinance,  entitled, 
"An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  sale  of  firewood  in  the  City 
of  Indianapolis  &c  passed  July  16th  1855,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows, to-wit:  That  the  City  Council  at  the  next  meeting  after 
the  passage  of  the  Ordinance,  and  in  the  month  of  July  annual- 
ly thereafter,  shall  appoint  as  many  wood  measurer  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  measure  and  inspect 
all  fire  wood,  brought  to  the  wood  stand  in  this  City  for 
sale,  and  to  give  the  owner  or  possessor  of  each  load  a  cer- 
tificate st&ting  the  quantity  thereof  and  the  date  of  inspec- 
tion, making  a  reasonable  and  fair  allowance  for  loss  sustained 
by  crooked  or  uneven  wood,  estimating  a  cord  to  contain  one 
hundred  and  twenty  eight  cubic  feet;  and  for  each  and  every 
cord  or  load  so'  measured  he  shall  be  paid  five  cents  by  the 
seller  of  the  wood,  and  no  more,  and  any  measurer  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies  to  assist  him  therein, 
at  such  time 8  as  the  public  convene ince  may  require;  and  the 
measurer  and  his  deputies  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  or  their  office,  shall  severally  take  an  oath  or  affer- 
mation  before  the  Mayor  well  and  truly  to  perform  the  same, 
and  shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  by  the  City  Council  at  their 
discretion,  shall  be  amended  to  read  as  follows,  to-wit.  That 
the  City  Council  at  the  next  meeting  after  the  passage  of 
this  Ordinance,  and  in  the  month  of  July  annually  thereafter, 
shall  appoint  as  many  Wood  Measurers  as  they  may  deem  necessary, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  measure  and  inspect  all  fire  wood 
brought  to  the  Wood  Stand  in  this  City  for  sale,  and  to  give 
the  owner  or  possessor  of  each  load  a  certificate  stating  the 
quantity  thereof  and  the  date  of  Inspection,  making  a  reason- 
able and  fair  allowance  for  loss  sustained  by  crooked  or  un- 
even wood,   estimating  a  cord  to  contain  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  cubic  feet;  and  for  each  and  every  cord  or  load 
so  measured  he  shall  be  paid  ten  cents  by  the  seller  of  the 
wood,  and  no  more,  and  any  measurer  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  deputies  to  assist  him  therein,  at  such  times 
aa  the 
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public  convenience  may  require;  and  the  measurer  and  his  dep- 
uties before  entering  upon  the  duties  his  or  their  office 
shall  severally  take  an  oath  or  affermation  before  the  Mayor, 
well  and  truly  to  perform  the  same,  and  shall  be  liable  to 
be  removed  by  the  City  Council  at  their  discretion. 

Sec. 2.  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  full  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended, .read  the  third  time  and 
Ordained  by  the  following  vote. 
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Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Douglas s,Fuqua, Gray don, J0nes,¥ansur,Reid 

&  Sulgrove. 

Noes  Messrs  Beek,Delzell,Dunlap  and  Keely. 

Mr.Delzell  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indiana- 
polis 

We  the  undersigned  owners  of  property  fronting  on  Lib- 
erty Street  between  Washington  and  Market  Streets  partition 
that  we  may  have  the  same  graded  and  graveled  including  side 
walks,  with  good  gravel. 

Samuel  M.Sibert       200  feet 
Mrs. Maria  Grine  by 
I. Grine  Agent        200  M 
Henry  Wall  200  " 

On  Motion  refered  to  the  City  Engineer  with  instructions 
to  examin  the  same  and  if  right  to  advertize  for  the  grading 
and  graveling. 

Mr.Graydon  moved, 

That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  issue  warrents 
on  the  certificate  of  the  City  Engineer  to  Cyrus  Obetz  for 
the  cistern  on  corner  of  Illinois  Street  and  Kentucky  Avenue. 
Prevailed 

Mir. Keely  moved  That  the  committee  on  Markets  with  the  Market 
Master  examin  the  Market  Houses,  and  see  what  if  anything  is 
wanting,  and  prohibit  the  posting  of  bills  on  the  Houses. 
Prevailed 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
make  gravel  walks  at  the  crossing  of  Alabama  and  Vermont 
Streets. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, 
Jones, Keely, Mansur,Reld  and  Sulgrove 
Noes  None. 
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Mr. Boaz  moved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill 
the  gutter  running  through  the  pavement  from  the  Palmer  House 
to  the  gutter  on  Illinois  Street, 
Prevailed. 

On  Motion  the  Council  Adjourned, 
Attest:  Alfred  Stephens  City  Clerk. 
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Clerks  Office 
October  1st  1855 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P.M.,  all  members  present 
except  the  Mayor,  &  Messrs  Boaz  &  Beck. 

On  Motion  Mr.Dunlap  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  took  the  seat 
as  President,  pro  tern. 

On  Motion  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting 
was  suspended. 

On  Motion  of  Mr. Douglass  the  Council  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  evening  at  7  O'clock  P.M. 


James  McCready  Mayor 


Attest 

Alfred  Stephens   City  Clerk. 
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Council  Chamber 
October  2nd  1S55 


The  Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  7  O'clock  P.M. 
All  members  present,  except  the  Mayor  and  Mr. Boaz. 

On  Motion  Mr.Dunlap  was  called  to  the  chair  and  took  the  seat 
as  President  pro  tern. 

The  Treasurers  Monthly  report  was  presented  and  on  Motion  re- 
fered  to  the  Mayor  and  Clerk  for  examination. 


The  Street  Commissioners 

report 

presented,  concure 

d  in  an< 

accounts  allowed. 

To  Philip  Socks 

for  4 

iay 

s  work  at  $1.25 

$5.00 

M  Henry  Stumph 

n 

* 

H 

h    n    n 

3.12 

■  Jacob  Stiner 

B 

H 

It 

INI 

1.87 

■  Michael  O'Connell 

II 

8~ 

II 

HUH 

10.00 

"  John  Ferriter 

It 

8 

H 

III 

10.00 

w  Thomas  Keinan 

n 

8 

n 

III 

10.00 

"  Thomas  Ferriter 

ii 

3* 

H 

with  carts 

6.87 

M  Pat  Conghlen 

1 

2 

1 

work  at  1.25 

2.50 

"  Tim  Allomon 

N 

4 

II 

H     H       N 

5.00 

"  James  OConnel 

H 

8 

1 

MR       rt 

10.00 

M  Hugh  Slaven 

1 

12 

1 

with  team  at  2. 

5030.00 

1  John  Conely 

H 

11 

II 

15,00 

"  Pat  Dunlin 

1 

4 

1 

5.00 

"  Frank  Morris 

1 

2 

1 

hawling 

5.00 

H     H        H         f0r 

dlging 

sinks 

and  kerbing 

9.65 

M  Charles  Nut mire 

fo- 

c  8 

day 

s  work 

10.00 

■  Pat  Griffin 

il 

8 

ii 

i 

10.00 

■   Thomas  0' Conner 

I 

10 

H 

n 

12.50 

"  Michael  Reld 

1 

10 

II 

i 

12.50 
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To  Anthony  Wishmire    for  filling  5  Cisterns    25.00 
M  M. Smock  ■   repairing  Pumps       12.97^ 

M  Albert (Augus tie) 

McClain      M   lighting  street  lamps  25.00 

$234.  98£ 

Under  a  resolution  of  Mr.Graydons  the  Street  Commissioner  was 
instructed  to  take  charge  of  the  public  street  lamps,  light, 
extinguish  and  keep  in  good  repair.  I  received  all  the  lamps 
in  good  repair  the  1st  of  September,  &   employed  Augustls  Mc 
Clain  to  attend  to  them  at  #500.00  a  year.  The  cisterns  are 
all  in  good  order  that  have  been  received.  The  bridge  at  the 
crossing  of  Pogues  Run  and  New  Jersey  St  is  so  that  it  cant 
be  traveled.  The  bridge  at  the  crossing  of  the  canal  on  New 
York  St  kneeds  repairing,  the  bridge  on  the  South  side  of  the 
Union  Depot  le  not  safe.      I.B.Fitler 

Street  Commissioner 
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City  Engineers  Report  presented  and  concured  in 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis.  The 
three  cisterns  built  by  Mr.Obetz  one  at  corner  of  Noble  and 
Georgia  Streets  one  corner  of  Meridian  and  Georgia  Streets  and 
one  at  corner  of  Mississippi  and  Maryland  Streets  have  been 
tested  and  found  to  hold.  The  cistern  opposite  the  Carlisle 
House,  built  by  Mr.Pefer  contains  727  barrels,  has  been  tested 
and  found  to  hold,  the  contractor  is  also  to  receive  $3.78 
for  building  the  gutter.  The  cistern  at  the  Branch  Bank  and 
one  at  corner  of  New  Jersey  Street  and  Virginia  Avenue  and  one 
at  corner  of  Market  and  Pennsylvania  Streets,  built  by  Mr. 
Schofleld  have  been  tested  and  found  to  be  water  tight,  one 
at  corner  of  Wood  &   New  Jersey  Streets,  one  at  corner  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Vermont  Streets,  and  one  at  corner  of  Alabama  and 
Merrill  Streets  have  been  tested  but  do  not  hold.  I  have  ad- 
vertized for  the  grading  and  graveling  of  Liberty  Street  but 
have  received  no  bids.  I  have  put  under  contract  the  grading 
and  graveling  of  Market  Street  and  side  walks  between  New 
Jersey  &  East  Street  according  to  your  Instructions,  but  the 
property  owners  object  to  further  proceedings  with  the  work 
stating  they  petitioned  for  paving  the  side  walks  instead  of 
graveling  them.  I  wish  to  be  further  instructed  what  to  do  in 
the  matter.  I  have  purchased  a  Level  for  use  of  the  City  at 
a  cost  of  $135,  in  city  orders  and  request  the  orders  to  be 
issued  for  the  same.  The  estimated  cost  of  filling  at  the 
stone  wall  at  Brownings  is  $58.65. 

A.B.Condlt,  City  Engineer 
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Mr. Delzell  Moved, 

That  the  Engineer  be  Instructed  to  have  the 
side  walks  on  Market  Street,  between  New  Jersey  and  East  Street 
paved  Mr. Fuqua  moved 

That  it  be  refered  to  the  City  Attorney  to 
see  if  the  Engineer  can  have  the  same  done. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Keely  Moved 

That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  issue  warrents 
for  the  cisterns  as  reported  by  the  Engineer  and  for  the  Level. 
Prevailed 

Sexton's  Report  presented  and  concured  in 


Whole  No 
From  the 
Whole  No 

Ages  Two 
Between  ! 

Over  20 


of  interments 

Country 

in  the  City 


68 
11 
57 


years  and  under 
!  &  10  &  between 
10  &  20 


Diseases, Feaver  12, Chills  14,  In- 
flamation  of  brane  3,Infllmation 
of  bowels  2, Consumption  2,  Croup  2, 
Scrofula  1. 
32 


23 

13 


John  Moffitt 
Sexton 
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The  account  of  I.S.Dunlap  for  Rent  was  refered  to  the  Committee 
on  Acts. 

The  account  of  Hasselman  &  Vintons  for  repairs  on  Victory  En- 
gine laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  accounts  presented  and  allowed. 
To  Eli  G-upln  for  over  charge  of  $30.00  &  on  Motion  the  Clerk 
was  instructed  to  issue  a  School  warrent  for  one  third  of 


the  amount 
Muirson  &  Hight  1st  instalment  for  stone  work  at 

Hospital 
J.A.Monnell  for  building  Sextons  house  a£  Grave 

Yard 
George  W.Pitts  for  removeing  nuisances 
David  Dearinger  for  erecting  raling  &  puting  new 

locks  on  desks 
I  Davis  &  Co  for  24  cistern  tubs  &  lids,  &  24 

rings  &   stapls 


$30.00 

500.00 

170.00 
2.00 

3.00 

507.40 
$1212.40 


Mr. Delzell  presented  the  following  reports 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  Fire  associa- 
tion was  refered  requesting  the  City  Council  to  repeal  that 
part  of  an  Ordinance  preventing  fire  companys  from  running  on 
the  side  walks,  would  recommend  that  said  Ordinance  be  re- 
pealed, leaving  it  optionary  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
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different  Companys  to  run  on  the  side  walks  when  the  Streets 

are  not  in  a  condition  to  run  through. 

Concured  in  Samuel  Del zell, Chairman 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  Fire  Association 
was  refered  requesting  the  City  Council  to  appropriate  four 
hundred  dollars,  (instead  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars) 
would  report  against  any  additional  appropriation  at  this  time. 
Concured  in.  Samuel  Delzell 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Accounts 

Mr. Jones  presented  the  following  Report 

The  undersigned  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Bridges  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  Report. 

The  bridge  across  the  canal  on  New  York  Street,  is  in  a 
dangerous  condition  one  of  the  middle  strings  pieces  having 
fallen  out.  Also  the  bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on  New  Jersey 
Street  is  impassable.  The  Bridge  on  Meridian  Street  needs  some 
repairs  and  the  bridge  South  of  the  Union  Depot  needs  repairs. 
Concured  in  W.H.Jones, Chairman  of  Conrt. 

Mr. Jones  presented  the  following  report  of  the  Captain  of  the 

Watch 

Time  served 

W.I.H.Robison  served  8|  days  $12.75 

William  Skelton  ■  19  ■                 28.50 

Holden  Davis  ■  28  ■                42.00 

Thomas  Atkinson  ■  13  H                19.50 

David  Dearlnger  "  27^  ■                41.25 

I.J.Colley  H  25  H                37.50  $181.50 
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Amount 

brot  forward 

181.50 

Aaron  Taft 

served 

23  days 

34.50 

A.S.Dale 

■ 

15   " 

22.50 

David  Hay 

H 

15   ■ 

22.50 

Samuel  Lafever 

H 

28   « 

42.00 

William  McClain 

It 

21*  w 

32.25 

R.Pratt 

1 

23   M 

34.50 

Hubbard  Adams 

a 

25   ■ 

37.50 

G-eorge  Owings 

l 

28   ■ 

42.00 

I.M.Vanblaricum 

H 

25   ■ 

43.75  $493.00 

No  of  Arrests  for  Intoxication        33 
W     H       H   Gaming  4 

■  «       ■   Disturbing  the  Peace  3 

■  ■       ■   Pedling  without  Llcen 

se  3 
43 
Respectfully  Submitted, 

I.M.Vanblaricum  Capt 
On  Motion  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to  issue  warrents  for  the 
services  as  above  stated. 
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Mr.  G-raydon  presented  the  following  petition 

Indianapolis  August  27th  1355 

We  the  undersigned  owners  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  line 
of  property  on  Washington  Street  between  Pennsylvania  and  Me- 
ridian Streets  petition  your  Honorable  Body  to  have  Washington 
Street  between  Pennsylvania  and  Meridian  Streets  graveled  with 
course  river  gravel  properly  screened,  Say  12  to  18  inches  deep 
in  centre  and  properly  graded  to  gutters  on  each  side  of  the 
Street  at  the  expense  of  the  property  holders. 
Samuel  Delzell  19  ft  Joseph  Wert        17^  ft 

T.Sharpe  &  D  Yandes      74  H   W.H.Morrison  about  32  or  33  ft 
Wm  Hannaman  20  "   Moses  Johnson       55  ft 

Daniel  Yandes  20  »   S.A.Fletcher        28  w 

Owen  McG-innis  19  M   D.Root  18^- H 

A.Knodle  12  "   Winslow  S. Pierce    17  « 

Frederick  Wright        67|»   W.H.Talbott        32  » 
Royal  Mayhew  29  «   S.D.Tomlinson       18|" 

Isaac  Black  for  S.S.Fletcher  67-|w 

On  Motion  refered  to  the  City  Engineer  with  instruction  to 
advertize  for  the  graveling  of  the  same  with  good  corse  River 
gravel. 
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Mr.  G-oode  presented  a  petition  from  James  H.Woodburn  stat- 
ing that  on  the  25inst  he  was  endeavoring  to  cross  the  bridge 
over  Pogues  Run  on  Meridian  Street, when, in  consequence  of  a 
defect  in  the  bridge  his  horse  which  was  attached  to  a  buggy 
fell  into  a  hole  in  the  grade  and  broke  one  of  the  horses 
legs,  whereby  the  horse  was  rendered  valueless.  He  therefor 
respectfully  asked  the  Council  to  cause  the  sum  of  $150,  to  be 
paid  to  him  out  of  the  City  Treasury,  as  a  compensation  for 
the  injury  sustained. 

Mr.  G-oode  moved  That  the  petition  be  refered  to  a  Committee  of 
two  and  the  City  Attorney.  Prevailed.  Messrs  G-oode  &  G-raydon 
Committee. 

Mr.  Delzell  presented  the  following. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  Committee  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Common 
pleas  in  and  for  the  County  of  Marion,  State  of  Indiana  at  the 
session  of  said  court  held  on  the  20th  day  of  July  1855,  to 
appraise  damages  or  benefits  accrueing  to  the  owner  or  owners 
of  any  lots  or  lands  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  through  which 
any  Streets  or  Alley  is  proposed  to  be  opened  or  constructed, 
or  altered,  or  any  building  thereon  approprlatedjhave  after 
being  sworn  according  to  law,  proceeded  to  view  the  grounds  on 
Out  Lot  No  174  In  said  city,  with  the  view  of  estimating  and 
appraising  the  damages  or  benefits  which  may  accrue  to  the 
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owners  of  Out  Lot  174,  by  the  opening  or  continuing  of  Ala- 
bama Street  through  said  Out  Lot  of  the  width  of  fifty  feet 
to  correspond  with  North  Alabama  Street,  and  give  it  as  their 
opinion  that  there  are  no  damages  or  benefits  accruing  to 
any  of  the  property  holders  ajourlng  the  opening  of  said  Street. 
The  Street  shall  be  opened  at  the  expense  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis. Given  under  our  hands  this  first  day  of  October 
1855.  John  M.Talbott) 

Concured  in       N.B. Palmer    ( 

E.Browning    )  Commissioners 

C-.E.West      ( 

Mr. Horn  presented  a  petition  from  G.W.Mears  stating  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th  of  September  about  8  o'clock  while  driving 
down  East  Street  near  Washington  Street  his  mare  fell  upon  a 
heap  of  earth  which  was  thrown  very  near  or  quite  into  the 
middle  of  the  street  from  a  cellar  being  dug  by  Mr. Wood,  and 
in  the  attempt  to  recover  fell  back  and  was  so  injured  in  the 
back  that  it  was  found  necessary  in  a  few  days  to  shoot  the 
animal,  he  therefor  asked  the  Council  to  make  a  payment  of 
$165  as  a  compensation  for  the  losses  sustained. 
On  Motion  refered  to  the  ( 
Gray don  and  City  Attorney. 
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Mr.Sulgrove  presented  the  following  petition 

To  the  City  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  petition  of  R.P.Johnson  of  Mooresvllle,  Morgan  County, In- 
diana, respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  body  that  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  Horse,  known  as  the  "Rocky  Mountain  Chiefft 
five  years  old  and  twenty  one  hands  high,  which  he  desires  to 
exhibit  under  a  canvis  or  inclasure  within  the  City  limits, 
during  the  county  and  State  Fairs,  for  an  admission  fee. 
Your  petitioner  asks  that  your  honorable  body  permit  him  to 
exhibit  said  horse  without  taking  out  a  license  for  that 
purpose.  R.P.Johnson 

Mr. Man s ur  moved 

That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  issue  License 
to  R.P.Johnson  to  exhibit  the  Rocky  Mountain  Chief  during  the 
County  and  State  Fairs  on  the  payment  of  five  dollars  by  said 
Johnson.    Prevailed 

Mr.Delzell  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel  Barbour  asking 
the  Council  to  suspend  an  order  given  last  meeting  in  refer- 
ence to  the  gutter  from  the  Ealmer  House  to  the  gutter  on 
Illinois  Street. 
Not  granted. 
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Mr.Delzell  presented  a  communication  from  the  Treasurer, 
stating  that  there  is  an  error  in  the  Assessment  of  A  Turn- 
ers property  it  being  assessed  at  $1400  this  year  and  was 
assessed  at  $4600  last  year 

On  Motion  the  Treasurer  was  instructed  to  make  the  correc- 
tion by  assessing  it  at  $4600. 

Mr. Fuqua  Moved 

That  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  in  refer- 
ence to  the  opening  of  the  Alley  through  Out  Lots  Nos  142, 
143  &  144,  be  taken  from  the  table.  Prevailed. 

Mr.Asher  Cox  stated  that  he  would  like  to  have  more  time, 
and  on  Motion  of  Mr.Delzell  the  report  was  again  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.Delzell  Moved 

That  the  Marshall  be  instructed  to  open  Ala- 
bama Street  through  Out  Lot  No  114.  Prevailed. 


Page  629 

Mr.Goode  offered  the  following, 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  instructed  to  re- 
move the  Elm  Tree  on  Pennsylvania  Street  at  the  crossing  of 
St. Clair  Street. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote; 

Ayes  Messrs  Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua,  G-ray  don,  Go  ode, 
Horn,Jones,Keeley,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes,  None. 

Mr.Delzell  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Treasurer  pay  to  A. Bird  the  amount  of 

School  tax  said  Bird  paid  on  Masonic  Hall  property  by  Bird 

refunding  general  orders  for  the  same. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, Horn, Jones, 

Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 

Noes  None 

Mr.Reld  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  fill  up 

and  grade  behind  the  stone  wall  between  Alabama  Street  and 

Virginia  Avenue. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Delzell,Dunlap,Graydon,Horn,Keely ,Mansur  &  Reid 

Noes  Messrs  Douglass, Fuqua, Jones  and  Sulgrove. 

Mr. Douglass  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  have  the 

Bridges  on  the  Canal  on  New  York,  Ohio  and  Market  Streets  put 

in  a  passable  condition. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 
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Ay  e ,  Hessrs  Delzell ,  Dunlap ,  Douglas  s ,  Fuqua, Gray don , Horn , 
Jones, Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 
Noes  None. 

Mr. Delzell  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish  the 

Treasurer  with  the  amount  of  taxes  refunded  to  A. Bird  on  the 

Masonic  Hall  property,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized 

to  collect  the  same. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes  Messrs  Delzell, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, G-raydon, Horn, Jones, 

Noes  None. 
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Mr.Mansur  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  set  grade 

stakes  for  James  Skellen  on  the  corner  of  Illinois  and  Walnut 

Streets 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Delzell, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, G-raydon, Horn, Jones, 

Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove. 

Noes  None. 

Mr.Reid  offered  the  following 

Resolved,  That  the  Civil  Engineer  be  directed  to  estimate  the 
cost  of  a  Bridge  over  Pogues  Run  at  the  crossing  of  New  Jer- 
sey Street  with  some  abutment  at  each  end. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua, Gray don, Horh, Jones, Keely, 
Maneur  &  Reid. 
Noes  Messrs  Delzell  &  Sulgrove. 

Mr. Jones  moved,  That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to 
fill  the  hole  at  the  Bridge  on  Meridian  Street,  and  also  re- 
pair the  bridge  on  South  Street  south  of  the  Union  Depot. 
Prevailed. 

Mr.Mansur  offered  the  following  Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  suspending  Sec  3  of  an  ordinance  entitled  HAn 
Ordinance  in  relation  to  public  Markets. 

Seel  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis, That  Sec  3  of  an  ordinance  entitled  an  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  public  markets  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  sus- 
pended until  otherwise  ordered. 

Sec. 2.  This  Ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

On  Motion  the  rules  were  suspended,  read  the  third  time,  and 
ordained  by  the  following  vote. 
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Ayes  Messrs  Delzell, Dunlap, Douglas s , Fuqua , Gray don, Horn, 
Jones, Keely,Mansur,Reid  &  Sulgrove 

Noes  None 


Page  631 

Mr. Sulgrove  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  City  Clerk  notify  the  Trustees  of  the  City 
Schools  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Council  that  they  report 
to  the  Council  their  proceedings  in  relation  to  saj d  schools 
according  to  the  ordinance  fixing  the  duties  of  the  Trustees. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Delzell, Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua,Graydon, Horn, Jones, 
Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Noes  None 

Mr.Keely  moved 

That  the  Marshall  he  instructed  to  open  the  alley 
North  of  Mr.Strangs  property  on  Noble  Street.  Prevailed. 

The  following  was  presented. 

To  the  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis. 

Gentlemen  I  beg  to  report  to  your  Honorable  Body  that 
the  order  made  at  your  last  meeting  have  all  been  enforced, 
1st  By  notifying  the  President  of  the  Evansville, Cleveland  and 
Indianapolis  R  R  Co.  in  reference  to  certin  improvement  to 
be  made  on  Meridian  Street,  upon  which  the  President  informs 
me  that  the  Company  had  left  said  Street  to  suit  the  City 
Engineer.  And  that  he  had  been  informed  that  James  Russell 
had  taken  dirt  and  gravel  since  the  Co.  had  left  said  Street. 
Mr. Wright  the  owner  of  the  lot  next  Delzells  Stable  has  had 
the  same  felled  so  as  to  abate  the  nuisance.  Mr. Strang  has 
also  been  notified  to  ppen  the  alley  ordered  by  your  Body. 
Oct  2nd  1855. 

George  W.Pitts  Marshall 
Concured  in 

Mr.Graydon  moved 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  get 
gas  fixtures  for  the  Council  Chamber. 
Prevailed. 
Messrs  Gray don, Go ode,  and  Horn. 

On  Motion  the  Council  Adjourned. 
Attest 

Alfred  Stephens        James  McCready  Mayor 
City  Clerk 
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Council  Chamber 
October  15th  1855 

The  Council  met  at  7  O'clock  P.M.  All  member a  present  except 

the  Mayor. 

Mr.Dunlap  being  called  to  the  Chair,  took  the  seat  as  President 
pro- tern. 

Street  Commissioners  Report  presented  and  the  accounts  allowed 
To  John  Kaler       hawllng  with  carts         $   20,00 
H  John  Ferrlter     9  days  work  11.25 

"  Pat  O'Marraty     8  ■    H  10.00 

$  41.25 
J.B.Fltler 

City  Engineers  Report 

To  the  Hon  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapo&is 
I  have  advertized  for  bids  for  paving  the  side-walks  on  Mar- 
ket Street  between  New  Jersey  and  East  Streets  and  have  re- 
ceived the  bid  which  is  herewith  presented.  I  have  also  adver- 
tized for  the  graveling  of  Washington  Street  between  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Meridian  Streets  but  have  received  no  bids.  The  es- 
timate cost  of  a  Bridge  across  Pogues  Run  on  New  Jersey  Street 
with  stone  abutments  at  each  end  is  $357.   A. B. Condi t 

City  Engineer 

The  bid  of  Jeremiah  Shea  for  grading  and  graveling  Market 
Street  between  New  Jersey  and  East  Streets  and  paving  the  side 
walks  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.Delzell  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  accounts  presented  the 
account  of  I.S.Dunlap  for  Rent  of  Council  Chamber  &,   Treas- 
urers Office  and  reported  in  favor  of  allowing  part  of  the 
account       $50.41 

The  account  of  Levi  Corny ges  was  presented  and  refered  to  the 
Committee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.Mansur  presented  the  following  report 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Markets  begs  leave  to 
make  the  following  report.  We  have  examined  the  Market  Houses 
and  find  the  payement  in  the  East  Market  place  in  a  bad  con- 
dition, also  the  stalls  and  benches  in  a  dirty  and  greesey 
condition.  The  committee  would  recomend  that  the  center  walk 
of  the  East  Market  be  repaved.   William  Man sur, Chairman 
Concured  in. 
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Mr.Delzell  presented  the  following  Petition 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  Indianapolis 
The  undersigned  property  owners  on  Meridian  Street  North  of 
Circle  Street  would  petition  your  Honorable  Body  to  author- 
ize the  City  Engineer  to  so  change  the  original  contract 
with  the  contractor,  so  as  to  gravel  said  Street  with  pit 
gravel,  by  this  change  it  will  reduce  the  expence  of  gravel- 
ing materially  and  also  complete  the  work  in  a  much  shorter 
time,  and  we  believe  that  the  pit  gravel  will  make  Just  as 
good  a  Job  if  not  better  than  any  River  gravel  that  can  be 
had  at  present  or  that  can  be  obtained  the  coming  winter. 


G-eorge  T.Browning 

100  . 

H.S. Kellogg 

100 

Jas. C.Ferguson 

32| 

Mary  C.Brown 

133 

I  &  I  Bradshaw 

54 

Carl  Repert 

31 

Isaac  Mansur 

202 

W.H.falbott 

120 

L.W.Hasselman 

168 

C .  G-.  McLean 

101 

S.Wainwright 

33i 

John  H.Cook  Trustee 

of 

Blind  Assylum 

1700 

I.Davis 

67-J 

I.Long 

56j 

J. Dell 

62§ 

G-eorge  M.Maxwell 

202 

G.D.Staats 

187§ 

feet 


The  prayer  of  the  petition  was 


John  C.Campbell 
G-eorge  W.Mears 
Jacob  Lindley 
G-.  Sherman 
Charles  Perry 
B.L.Lang 
S . Smith 
G.E.West 
John  Dunlap 
C.C.Campbell 
J. Homes 
H.W.Ellsworth 
E.H.Ferguson 
A.Montgomery 
Thomas  Lupton 
R.B.Duncan 
John  Charles 
Solomon  Jones 
granted: 


40  feet 
202^ 

40 
122£ 
101$ 

66 

33-1/3 
110 

61 
257 

62 
187 

62i 

62* 
125 
202^ 
125 

62^ 


Mr. Horn  presented  a  petition  from  property  holders  and  clti- 
zens  living  on  Illinois  Street,  between  Washington  Street  and 
Louisiana  Street  stating  that  they  greatly  desire  that  the 
Street  Lamps  on  said  portion  of  Illinois  Street  should  be  lo- 
cated on  the  corner  of  the  Streets  and  at  the  mouths  of  the 
Alleys,  &c. 
Which  on  Motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.Delzell  presented  two  certificates  from  A.F.Shortridge 
City  Treasurer  to  George  W.Harlan  for  lots  3  in  sqr.  64  and 
lot  2  in  sqr  40,  sold  for  taxes  in  the  ye»r  1853,  which  on 
Motion  of  Mr. Beck  were  refered  to  the  City  Attorney. 
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Mr. Douglass  presented  a  Remonstrance  from  Asher  Cox's  a- 
gainst  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  in  referance  to  the 
alley  throug  Out  Lots  Nos  142,143  &  144,  stating  'that  he  was 
not  appraised  enough  for  the  damages,  and  asked  that  other 
Commissioner  be  appointed  to  make  a  new  appraisement. 

Mr.Fuqua  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  be  taken 
from  the  table.    Prevailed. 

Mr. Jones  Moved  that  the  report  be  refered  back  to  the  Commiss- 
ioners with  instructions  to  make  a  new  appraisement  for  an 
alley  thirty  feet  wide,  to  run  East  &  west  through  said  Out 
Lots.      Prevailed. 

Mr.G-oode  presented  the  following  report 

To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Indianapolis 
Your  Committee,  to  whom  the  petitions  of  G-eorge  W.Meare  and 
James  H.Woodbum  asking  remuneration  for  the  loss  of  certain 
animals  owned  by  them  severally  were  refered,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  after  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  matters  contained  therein  so  far  as  they  have  been  ab- 
le to  ascertain  the  facts  in  each  case,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  City  is  not  liable  to  said  Hears  and  Woodburn,  nor 
to  either  of  them,  for  the  loss  of  said  animals,  and  that  the 
Council  ought  not  to  make  any  allowance  therefor.  Your  Com- 
mittee therefore  advise  you  not  to  grant  the  prayer  of  either 
of  said  petitions;  and  they  respectfully  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  matters  in  said  peti- 
tions severally  set  forth. 

B.S.Goode  ) 

Concured  in  Alex  G-raydon  Jr         (  Committ* 

N.B.Taylor  City  Attorney) 

Mr. Beck  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  have  the 
pavement  of  the  East  Market  House  repaired 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Ayes  Messrs  Boaz,Beck,Delzell,Dunlap,DoQglass,Fuqua,Goode, 

Horn, J0nes, Keely,Mansur,Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Noes  None 
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Mr. Sulgrove  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Captain  of  the  Watch  be  and  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  employ  an  aditional  police  force  of  such  number  as 
he  may  think  necessary  during  the  State  Fair  and  report  the 
names  with  the  time  served  to  the  Council. 
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Adopted  by  the  following  vote 

Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Douglas s,Fuqua, Horn, Jones, Mansur  &   Sul- 

grove  7 

Noes  Messrs  Beck, Delzell,Dunlap,G-oode,  Keely  &  Reld       6 

Mr.Delzell  moved 

That  the  number  be  limited  to  five 
Which  did  not  prevail 

Mr.G-oode  offered  the  following 
Resolved, 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  re  advertise 
(by  Posters)  for  the  gravelling  of  Washington  Street  between 
Meridian  &  Pennsylvania  Streets,  &   also  for  the  grading  and 
graveling  of  Market  Street  between  New  Jersey  and  East  Streets 
and  paving  the  side  walks  of  the  same. 
Adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Beck, Delzell,Dunlap, Douglass, Fuqua,G-oode, Horn, 

Keely, Mansur, Reid  and  Sulgrove 
Noes  None 

Mr. Reid  offered  the  following 
Resolved 

That  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  put  in  re- 
pair the  Bridge  over  Pogues  Run  at  the  crossing  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Street. 

Adopted  by  the  following  vote 
Ayes  Messrs  Boaz, Be ck,Delzell, Douglas s,Fuqua,G-oode, Horn, Keely, 

Mansur, Reld  &  Sulgrove 
Noes  None 

Mr. Beck  Moved 

That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  re  adver- 
tise for  the  grading  of  Delaware  Street.   Prevailed. 

Mr. Mansur  moved  that  Mr.Comyges  be  imployed  to  let  down  the 
Bridge  across  the  canal  on  Ohio  Street.  Prevailed. 

On  Motion  the  Council  adjourned. 

James  McCready  Mayor 
Attest 

Alfred  Stephens 

City  Clerk 
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